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The  Indo-Pacific  Regional  Dialogue  2025  (IPRD-2025) 
Concludes in New Delhi  

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 30 Oct 2025

The three-day Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue 2025 concluded today in New Delhi. The annual 
apex-level  strategic  dialogue of  the Indian Navy was conducted from 28 to 30 Oct  2025 and 
witnessed  active  participation  from globally  renowned  experts  from India  and  abroad,  Senior 
Officers from Indian Armed Forces and the Government of India, scholars and the public-at-large.

With  its  overarching  theme  of  ‘Promoting  Holistic  Maritime  Security  and  Growth:  Regional 
Capacity-Building and Capability-Enhancement’, the seventh edition of the IPRD resonated among 
its diverse participants and audience, representing more than thirty countries from within the Indo-
Pacific and also beyond it.

The  day  began  with  a  session  on  ‘Blue  Economy  (Including  Seabed  Infrastructure)  as  an 
Instrument  of  Foreign  Policy’  during  which  speakers  from  Israel,  Vietnam,  and  Philippines 
presented their perspectives on challenges in protecting critical underwater infrastructure.  While 
the  view  from  Israel  centred  on  connectivity  and  flow  of  commodities  through  underwater 
infrastructure in the Eastern Mediterranean, the problems of Grey Zone activities in the South 
China Sea were highlighted by  the speakers  from Vietnam and Philippines.  India’s  role  as  a 
facilitator and a partner emerged during this session, with focus on the India-Middle East-Europe 
Economic Corridor (IMEEC) in West Asian context, and greater ASEAN-India cooperation in the 
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context of  Southeast Asia. The session ended with the release of a publication by NMF titled 
‘Maritime Perspectives: The Blue Economy and Resilience’.

This was followed by a Special Address by Mr Sanjeev Sanyal, Member of the Economic Advisory 
Council to the Prime Minister. In his address Mr Sanyal highlighted India’s rich maritime heritage 
and laid stress upon a slew of measures that had been initiated by the Government of India for  
revitalising  the  maritime  sector,  in  particular  ship-building  and  shipping.   Mr  Sanyal  also 
acknowledged the invaluable support provided by the Indian Navy in the construction and trials of 
INSV Kaundinya – a project that is envisaged to enhance maritime consciousness in India by 
recreating an important part of its historical maritime traditions. He also released a book titled 
‘Operationalising Project MAUSAM’ published by the NMF.

The  closing  day  of  IPRD-2025  featured  discussions  on  the  importance  of  the  Pacific  Island 
Countries in the Indo-Pacific, for which speakers from France, Germany, India, and Papua New 
Guinea highlighted the significance of  the South Pacific  Island States and discussed ways to 
enhance collaboration with them. In the last session of the day, moderated by Mr Sanjiv Ranjan, 
the  Secretary  General  of  Indian  Ocean  Rim  Association  (IORA),  experts  deliberated  upon 
developing greater synergy among mechanisms such as IORA, Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 
(IONS), Indian Ocean Commission (IOC), and the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific (AOIP).

The IPRD-2025 organised over three days was well received by all participants and also provided 
valuable takeaways for policymakers and practitioners. The conference examined ways in which 
regional  collaboration  could  be customised that  would  enable  identifying  and formulating  new 
initiatives for multilateral Maritime Cooperation.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2184405
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Milestone for ICG with Keel Laying & Plate Cutting of two 
Fast  Patrol  Vessels and Girder  Laying of  two Air  Cushion 
Vehicles   

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 30 Oct 2025

The Keel Laying of second Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV) and Plate Cutting of fifth FPV under the 14 
FPV Project for the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) took place at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited 
(MDL), Mumbai on October 30, 2025. In addition, the Girder Laying Ceremonies for the second & 
third indigenously built  Air  Cushion Vehicles (ACVs) for ICG was held at Chowgule’s Rassaim 
Yard, Goa.

The contract for design and construction of 14 FPVs with an indigenous content of 60% was inked 
on January 24, 2024. Each FPV is equipped with indigenously built  gearboxes by M/s Triveni, 
Mysore, and water jets by M/s MJP India. These water-jet propelled vessels have an approximate 
displacement  of  340  tons  and  are  designed  for  coastal  security,  search  &  rescue  and  law 
enforcement  operations.  The  vessels  will  also  feature  state-of-the-art  machinery,  including  AI-
based predictive maintenance systems and multipurpose drones, underscoring the integration of 
advanced technologies into India’s maritime defence capabilities.

The contract for six ACVs, signed on October 24, 2024 are based on the proven Griffon Hoverwork 
(UK) design, with over 50% indigenous content. Capable of high-speed patrolling, reconnaissance, 
interception, interdiction and all-weather search & rescue operations, the ACVs will serve as agile 
force multipliers ensuring swift response and seamless mobility across shallow waters, marshes 
and open seas. Once commissioned, they will represent a technological leap in India’s coastal  
security infrastructure.

The FPVs and ACVs are  being  built  in  consonance with  the  nation’s  vision  of  ‘Aatmanirbhar 
Bharat’ and will greatly augment the ICG’s presence in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2184226
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विमान के  वर्टिकल टेक-ऑफ और लैंडिंग की दिशा में आगे बड़ा भारत 
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 31 Oct 2025
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Breakthrough achieved in developing VTOL aircraft 
Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 31 Oct 2025

Researchers  at  the  Indian  Institute  of  Technology,  Madras,  have  achieved  a  breakthrough  in 
developing a vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) aircraft and unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) with 
hybrid  rocket  thrusters.  In  a  sophisticated experiment  that  combined a real-time hybrid  rocket 
thruster with a virtual simulation, the researchers achieved the necessary velocity for “soft landing”, 
a crucial feature for all craft ranging from planetary landing of an unmanned or manned exploration 
module to terrestrial landing of a VTOL aircraft, they added.

Touchdown velocity is an important parameter to ensure safe vertical landings. The findings of the 
research  were  published  in  a  paper  in  the  reputed  peer-reviewed  International  Journal  of 
Aeronautical and Space Sciences. The researchers studied the feasibility of using hybrid rocket 
motors for vertical landing platforms, as they are simpler and safer than liquid engines. Moreover,  
hybrid rocket systems are gaining popularity due to their inherent safety and throttling capabilities, 
apart from the possibility of combining the advantages of liquid and solid rocket engines.

Currently, VTOL systems are complex and require high maintenance. Therefore, the researchers 
conceived  the  concept  of  a  hybrid  rocket  thruster-powered  platform  as  part  of  a  system 
development study to develop an effective propulsion unit for achieving VTOL in aircraft and UAVs. 
According to PA Ramakrishna, professor at the Department of Aerospace Engineering, IIT Madras, 
VTOL enables an aircraft to take off and land vertically, eliminating the need for infrastructure like 
long runways.

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2025/india/breakthrough-achieved-in-developing-vtol-aircraft.html
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