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Rajnath stresses on indigenisation at DRDO meet

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 28 Jan 2026

Given the fast-changing battlefield scenario, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Tuesday here
urged the scientists to keep in mind the theory of ‘survival of the fastest’ and not just ‘survival of the
fittest. Making this assertion while addressing the Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), he also said, “the country that thinks, decides and deploys technology
quickly stays ahead.”
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He also underlined that “Technology is changing rapidly. Any technology that is new today may
become irrelevant in 4-5 years.” Stressing the crucial aspect of indigenisation, Rajnath Singh said,
“Operation Sindoor demonstrated that indigenous systems are strengthening India’s operational
readiness,” as he commended the crucial role of DRDO in achieving self-reliance that has become
a national mindset under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

Addressing DRDO’s Best Performing Scientists and Technical Persons, who witnessed the 77th
Republic Day Parade as Special Guests, he stated that DRDQO’s technology was effectively used

on the battlefield during Operation Sindoor, and it is playing a key role in the rapid transformation
of the defence sector based on the indigenisation pursuit.

The defence minister urged the DRDO to move beyond the sectors where the private sector has
already developed its capabilities, suggesting the creation of a separate wing within the
organisation that takes risks in sectors where the chances of success may seem low. However, if
success is achieved, it will be historic, he added.

Underscoring the importance of reducing the time between research and prototype, prototype to
testing, and testing to deployment, Rajnath Singh asserted that “timely induction in the Armed
Forces should be the biggest parameter of our performance”.

He pointed out that the DRDO usually focuses on design and prototyping, and production is the
role of industries, emphasising that it is necessary to bridge this gap. He stated that, similar to
international models, a co-development approach can be adopted, where the industry is involved
from the early stages, from design to production.

Describing the scientists, engineers and technicians as the real strength of the DRDO, Rajnath
Singh underlined the need to provide them with the opportunities to learn, while also giving them
leadership responsibilities and assurances that their ideas will be heard. “There are failures in
research; we must learn from them,” he said.

https://dailypioneer.com/news/rajnath-stresses-on-indigenisation-at-drdo-meet

*
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Rajnath praises DRDO scientists, asks them to ‘increase
appettie for risk in research’
Source: The Times of India, Dt. 28 Jan 2026

Defence minister Rajnath Singh on Tuesday praised DRDO scientists for their role in strengthening
India’s strategic capabilities through the development of tanks, missiles and rocket systems, but
advised them “to increase your appetite for risk in research”.

iing contnbution

Pointing out that “the country that thinks, decides and deploys technology quickly stays ahead”, the
minister said DRDO'’s technology was “effectively used on the battlefield during Operation Sindoor”
and the agency is playing a “key role in the rapid transformation of the defence sector” driven by
the pursuit of indigenisation. DRDO-developed systems, including D-4 anti-drone system, smart
anti-airfield weapon and Akash air defence system, played critical roles in the operation last year.

The minister, however, suggested defence scientists to “increase your cooperation with the public
and PSUs and share your knowledge with them...We should step out of the conventional areas”.
He suggested the creation of a “separate wing” within the organisation that “takes risks in sectors
where the chances of success may seem low”. However, if success is achieved, it will be historic,
he said.

Rajnath also underlined the “need to reduce time” between research and arriving at a prototype,
from prototype to testing and from testing to deployment, asserting that “timely induction in the
armed forces should be the biggest parameter”.

“Technology is changing rapidly. Any tech that is new today may become irrelevant in four to five
years. Therefore, in today's times, especially on the battlefield, we must move forward keeping in
mind the theory of ‘survival of the fastest’ and not just ‘survival of the fittest’,” he said. The minister
praised DRDO for its journey from 10 labs during its inception to 45 labs today, saying the

organisation has strengthened India’s self-reliance in defence and meets global standards.

DRDO has significantly accelerated its advanced weapons programmes and missile testing pace,
conducting multiple trials within a short span of 40 days to bolster deterrence capabilities. It tested
two Pralay quasi-ballistic missiles in quick succession and India's first long-range hypersonic
missile (1,500km) in Dec last year as well as conducted a ground test of its scramjet combustor for
hypersonic cruise missile this month.
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Meanwhile, Ankathi Raju, director of DRDO’s lab DRDL, spoke on Akash upgradation. “Akash's
first version has already been inducted in the Army and IAF. It was successfully used during Op
Sindoor and has a range of 25km. AkashPrime is an upgraded version. Though AkashPrime range
is the same, its special feature is it can be used in high-altitude areas. AkashNG is the most
advanced version with a max range of 50 km and its user trials have been completed.”

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/defence/news/rajnath-praises-drdo-scientists-asks-them-to-
increase-appetite-for-risk-in-research/articleshow/127652141.cms
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Defence ties to bolster strategic cooperation
Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 28 Jan 2026

A Security and Defence Partnership finalised by India and the European Union (EU) on Tuesday
will consolidate ongoing security cooperation and intensify collaboration in new areas such as
space security, counter-terrorism, and the joint development of military hardware to support
Europe’s rearmament drive to address geopolitical threats.

The Security and Defence Partnership, signed by external affairs minister S Jaishankar and EU
foreign and security policy chief Kaja Kallas, was described as an overarching framework to
deepen ties in maritime security, defence industry and technology, cyber and hybrid threats, space,
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counter-terrorism, protection of critical infrastructure such as undersea cables, non-proliferation
and disarmament, and international peace and security. The EU currently has such agreements
with nine countries, including Japan and South Korea in Asia.

External affairs minister S Jaishankar and EU foreign and security policy chief Kaja Kallas sign an
EU-India Security and Defence Partnership agreement, as European Commission President
Ursula von der Leyen, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and European Council President

Antonio Costa applaud next to them

“‘Defence and security are a foundation for any strong partnership. Today, we are making this
official through a Security and Defence Partnership. This will help us work more closely on
counter-terrorism, maritime security and cybersecurity,” Modi said at a joint media interaction with
the EU leaders after their summit. European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
described the partnership as a “trust-based platform” for cooperation on strategic issues that will
build the resilience of both sides and expand maritime security cooperation through joint naval
exercises against piracy and the countering of sophisticated hybrid threats.

The two sides also announced the launch of negotiations on a Security of Information Agreement,
which people familiar with the matter described as a “legal enabler” that will complement the
Security and Defence Partnership, acting as a “political enabler” for defence industrial cooperation
in sensitive areas such as drones and air defence systems. At a meeting with Kallas, defence
minister Rajnath Singh pitched for synergy between the defence industries of India and the EU,
and said such an approach complements New Delhi’s vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant
India) and aligns with the 27-member bloc’s pursuit of strategic autonomy.

“The partnership will become a force multiplier by integrating supply chains for building trusted
defence ecosystems and future-ready capabilities,” Singh said. Kallas said the partnership will lead
to the launch of an annual security and defence dialogue, with the first meeting taking place in a
month. “We will also explore Indian participation in European defence initiatives,” she added.
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Kallas said India and the EU must work together in the vast Indian Ocean and learn from each
other’s best practices through joint exercises. This comes at a time when China is attempting to
strengthen its hold over the region, a strategic maritime expanse where challenges include
Beijing’s carefully calculated power play for influence and the defence of the rules-based
international order.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, rigt, meets European Union Vice-President Kaja Kallas to
discuss bilateral security and defence cooperation

Singh welcomed the EU’s proposal for posting a liaison officer at the Indian Navy’s Information
Fusion Centre-Indian Ocean Region (IFC-IOR) in Gurugram. This move will enhance operational
coordination with the Indian Navy for counter-piracy and threat assessment in the Indian Ocean,
the defence ministry said.

The Defence and Security Partnership and the proposed information security pact will pave the
way for Indian defence firms to potentially benefit from the EU’s €150-billion Security Action for
Europe (SAFE) programme, which aims to urgently boost Europe’s defence industrial base
through joint procurement and financial support. A third of the outlay for SAFE is available for
foreign participation, and foreign secretary Vikram Misri said that this will allow Indian defence
firms to benefit from opportunities arising from the EU’s defence initiatives.

SAFE is one of the pillars of Rearm Europe, launched in March 2025 to boost European defence
spending and industrial capacity by mobilising up to €800 billion by 2030. “There is obviously a
renaissance of the defence industry and the realisation for defence preparedness in Europe, which
means there has to be preparation on the defence industrial front,” Misri said. “We would look over
a period of time to be able to take part in these European initiatives [for the] defence industry.”
Misri quoted the PM as saying that India offers a viable alternative as a defence manufacturing
and development location, providing the EU “more bang for the buck” for initiatives such as SAFE.
He also noted that the Society of Indian Defence Manufacturers recently made a “very successful
visit” to Brussels to meet with counterparts, and the information security agreement will prepare
the ground for “more sensitive cooperation” in defence.

The India-EU Summit endorsed a new five-year comprehensive strategic agenda that seeks to
reinforce defence and security cooperation, including setting up an industry-led Defence Industry
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Forum for focused talks on defence industry opportunities, and enhancing joint efforts to promote a
free, open, peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific based on respect for sovereignty, territorial
integrity and peaceful resolution of disputes.

In the field of counter-terrorism, the two sides will enhance cooperation to counter cross-border
terrorism, radicalisation and violent extremism, combat terror financing, promote globally agreed
anti-money laundering standards, and prevent the exploitation of new and emerging technologies
for terrorism. They will step up exchanges on hybrid threats and develop strategies to counter such
challenges, and strengthen law enforcement cooperation through the working arrangement
between India’s Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and Europol, including the deployment of an
Indian liaison officer at Europol’'s headquarters.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/bang-for-the-buck-pm-modi-pitches-india-as-eu-s-
defence-manufacturing-hub-101769531976961.html

*

Defence budget: Time to strive for strategic sovereignty

-by Karn Kedar & Nishit Patil, advisor and research analyst at Chintan Research
Foundation

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 28 Jan 2026

As India prepares Budget 2026, the defence sector stands at a pivotal inflection point. Years of
policy intent around self-reliance must now translate into industrial depth, technological ownership,
and export competitiveness. The recommendations emerging from recent policy thinking suggest a
decisive shift-from assembling foreign platforms in India to owning intellectual property, from
episodic procurement to modular upgrades, and from state-dominated production to a genuinely
collaborative public-private ecosystem. If implemented with fiscal backing, Budget 2026 could
redefine India’s defence-industrial trajectory.

At the heart of this transformation lies the proposed Defence Production Manual (DPM) 2025.
Expected to supersede earlier “Make in India” frameworks, the DPM signals a conceptual shift
from import substitution to sovereignty. Past acquisition programmes relied heavily on licensed
production, with limited absorption of design capability. The new framework is likely to mandate
that indigenisation be measured not merely by where a product is manufactured, but by who owns
the design and intellectual property.

This is a critical correction. Without indigenous design, India remains vulnerable to supply shocks,
export controls, and geopolitical pressure. A chronic weak link in indigenisation has been the Tier-2
and Tier-3 supplier base, largely composed of MSMEs. The anticipated ‘cluster approach’ under
DPM 2025-linking large prime contracts to mandatory MSME sourcing within defence industrial
corridors-can help address this. However, clusters will not mature on policy intent alone. Budget
2026 must provide enabling incentives: accelerated depreciation on specialised machinery, GST
rationalisation, and targeted credit support for MSMEs entering defence supply chains. Equally
important is funding for design capability. The proposed Defence Modernisation Fund and
government support for 70-80 per cent of prototyping costs, against shared IP, can de-risk private
investment in long-gestation technologies such as aero-engines and advanced materials.

Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) form the second pillar of reform. Defence manufacturing is
capital-intensive and cyclical, making pure private investment risky. A refined PPP model, backed
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by budgetary support, can balance efficiency with stability. The Government-Owned, Company-
Operated (GOCO) model is an obvious low-hanging fruit for ammunition factories and repair
depots, reducing costs while improving quality. For strategic systems like the Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft or nuclear submarines, Special Purpose Vehicles that pool DRDO’s design
strengths, DPSU infrastructure, and private-sector supply chains offer a pragmatic solution.
Budgetary provision allowing the Ministry of Defence to take equity stakes in such SPVs would
effectively position the state as a venture capitalist in its own industrial base. Leasing and service-
based models-paying for availability rather than ownership-can further enhance operational
efficiency while smoothing capital expenditure.

Technology and R&D investment must underpin all these efforts. India’s defence R&D spending,
still below 1 per cent of GDP, needs sharper targeting. Modern warfare is data-intensive;
investments in Al-enabled decision-support systems, high-fidelity simulators, cybersecurity, and
space capabilities directly enhance human productivity and operational readiness. Scaling up the
iDEX initiative and earmarking a meaningful share of R&D funds for start-ups and academia can
democratise innovation. Defence Innovation Hubs within academic institutions can create a steady
pipeline of mission-ready talent while keeping costs contained. Procurement reform is equally
crucial. The era of ‘big bang’ acquisitions is increasingly untenable. Modular acquisition-buying
open-architecture platforms with periodic upgrades-allows India to keep pace with technological
change while smoothing budgetary outflows. Moving beyond the rigid L1 system towards Quality
and Cost-Based Selection for high-technology platforms would prioritise lifecycle value over short-
term savings, improving reliability and accountability. Finally, exports must be treated as a strategic
instrument, not an afterthought.

The INR 50,000 crore defence export target by 2029 is achievable only if financing and regulatory
bottlenecks are addressed. A dedicated corpus for defence lines of credit through EXIM Bank and
a fully digital, single-window export clearance system can help Indian platforms compete with
Chinese offerings in Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Indian Ocean Region. In sum, Budget 2026
has the opportunity to anchor India’s defence ambitions in fiscal reality. By aligning indigenisation
with design sovereignty, de-risking private participation, prioritising high-impact R&D, and treating
exports as a strategic lever, India can move decisively from being a major arms importer to a
credible global defence manufacturing power. The challenge is no longer intent-it is execution and
coherence.

https://dailypioneer.com/news/defence-budget-time-to-strive-for-strategic-sovereignty

*

India—EU Joint Comprehensive Strategic Agenda: Towards
2030: Tech, innovation to power ties
Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 28 Jan 2026

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and the visiting European Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen and European Council’s President Antonio Costa adopted “Towards 2030: India—EU Joint
Comprehensive Strategic Agenda” to elevate strategic cooperation between the two sides.

“Based on today’s achievements, we are launching an even more ambitious and holistic strategic
agenda for the next five years. In a complex global environment, this agenda will provide clear
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direction, advance our shared prosperity, accelerate innovation, strengthen security cooperation,
and deepen people-to-people ties,” Modi said.

The Joint Comprehensive Strategic Agenda is aimed at accelerating progress across five key
pillars: prosperity and sustainability, technology and innovation, security and defence, connectivity
and global challenges, as well as enabling factors such as skills, mobility, business and people-to-
people ties.

According to the joint statement, “India and the EU have complementary strengths in the
technology domain. Both sides will increase collaboration across the entire value chain, linking
enhanced research and innovation to business engagement and market operationalisation.”

In the current geopolitical environment and amidst global disruptions, they reaffirmed the India-EU
Trade and Technology Council (TTC), a high level coordination platform to address key trade,
technology and economic security issues, as the cornerstone of their technology partnership and
aim to further enhance its work.”

It said that the two sides will continue to advance together on promoting Digital Public
Infrastructure including interoperable standards and exchange of best practices on regulatory
frameworks, collaboration in new technologies (including semiconductors, artificial intelligence,
quantum computing, digital public infrastructure and 6G) to build cyber secure, trusted digital
ecosystems as well as to advance cooperation in clean tech.

They will broaden discussions on economic security, in particular on the resilience of supply chains
and research security, underlining the importance of protecting sensitive technologies. Both sides
agreed to hold the next TTC ministerial meeting in Brussels in 2026 and to deepen business
consultations, it said.

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-eu-joint-comprehensive-strategic-agenda-towards-
2030-tech-innovation-to-power-ties-10498306/

Secretary (Defence Production) interacts with Directors/
Deans of leading academic institutions

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 27 Jan 2026

Secretary (Defence Production) Shri Sanjeev Kumar held a virtual interaction with Directors/Deans
of leading academic institutions, including IITs, NITs and IISc, along with DPSUs and other
stakeholders in New Delhi on January 27, 2026. The discussions focused on aligning academic
research with needs of defence production and evolving structured mechanisms for sustained
engagement.

Key areas of deliberations included fostering long-term student-driven research in academic
institutions, strengthening Academia-DPSU collaboration moving beyond short-term project-based
collaboration, and institutionalising structured initiatives for providing insights into futuristic
technologies. This would help in facilitating effective translation of academic research into
deployable defence capabilities.
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Expressing gratitude to the participants for their valuable inputs, the Secretary (Defence
Production) stated that such interactions would provide the Ministry with deeper insights into
academic research capabilities and perspectives. He urged the academia for adoption of a
consultative format with Department of Defence Production to enable long-term national capability
development.

The interaction was attended by Director, IIT Madras Prof. V. Kamakoti; Director, IIT Kanpur Prof.
M. Agrawal; Director, IIT Bombay Prof. S. Kedare; Director, IIT Hyderabad Prof. B.S. Murthy;
Director, IIT Gandhinagar Prof R. Moona; Director, |IT Tirupati Prof K. N. Satyanarayana; Director,
[IT Guwahati Prof D. Jalihal; and other senior professors from 24 premier academic institutions of
the country.

The interaction reaffirmed the Ministry of Defence’s commitment to leveraging the strengths of the
nation’s premier academic institutions in building a resilient, self-reliant, and future-ready defence
technology ecosystem in collaboration with industry partners.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2219337&req=3&lang=1

*
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