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Army takes over drone border sky monitoring

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 27 Jan 2026

The Indian Army has taken charge of the task of monitoring flying objects within 35 km from the 

country’s borders and up to a height ceiling of three kilometers to counter enemy drone intrusions 

into India — a move that comes amid the proliferation of surveillance and armed drones on the 

western and northern borders. This is one of the many steps that Indian Army has undertaken after 

Operation Sindoor apart from tweaks in deployment strategy and introduction of rocket regiments. 

HT learns that with the army conducting 97% of drone and anti-drone activity within the 35 km land 

and three km air  envelope, air  command and control  centers are being established along the 

borders with China and Pakistan to not only monitor drone activity across borders but also launch 

drones as well as neutralize enemy drones.

The Indian Army is working to acquire the capacity to operate 10,000 drones along the western 

theatre and more than 20,000 drones along the 3,488 km Line of Actual Control (LAC). The area 

Corps  Commander  will  work  closely  with  the  area  Air  Force  commander  to  co-ordinate  IAF, 

Intelligence or any other agency, HT learns.

The monitoring of  35x3 km envelope by the Indian Army along borders  has been done after 

Pakistan used armed drones to target Indian Army and Air Force formations along the borders 

during Operation Sindoor using Turkish and Chinese drones. PLA also deploys drones all along 

the eastern theatre to monitor Indian Army activity on the LAC. In addition, the Indian Army has 

already deployed two units of rocket force, two combined armed brigades (Rudra brigades) and 21 

Bhairav battalions with the range of Indian artillery brigades being increased from 150 to 1,000 km 

across borders.

The raising of rocket forces has been done after China deployed rocket regiments across the LAC 

in East Ladakh post its May 2020 transgressions and Pakistan used Fatah 1 and 2 rockets during 

Operation Sindoor. India launched Operation Sindoor in the early hours of May 7 and struck terror 

and military installations in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) before the May 10 

ceasefire. The clash involved fighter jets, missiles, armed drones, and a fierce artillery duel. A 

deadly clash in the Galwan Valley in 2020 to a sharp deterioration in bilateral relations between 

India and China. The face-off effectively ended following the completion of the disengagement 

process from Demchok and Depsang’s last two friction points under an agreement finalised on 

October 21, 2024.

The introduction of Bhairav battalions by the Indian Army is aimed at ensuring that Special Forces 

are  used  for  strategic  purposes  deep  within  the  enemy territory  with  armed and  surveillance 

drones, and loitering ammunition, with the Bhairavs being used for tactical roles along the border.  

The changes in deployment strategy and the focus on more weaponry comes at a time when 

Pakistan has acquired armed drones, radars, missiles and rockets post Operation Sindoor.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indian-army-to-monitor-low-altitude-airspace-along-

china-pakistan-borders-101769477379114.html

*
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IAF releases video of Rafale armed with beyond-visual-range 

Meteor missile, silences sceptics

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 27 Jan 2026

Releasing a video of advanced fighter jets armed with deadly missiles on Republic Day, the Indian 

Air Force (IAF) on Monday moved to silence some Pakistani and western critics, who had alleged 

that India did not have the beyond-visual-range Meteor missile in its arsenal it had claimed to have 

used during the strikes deep inside Pakistan in 2019 (Balakot) and during Operation Sindoor last 

year.

A video footage of the IAF showing Indian Rafale's hard point where deadly missiles are attached

In the video posted on X on Monday, the IAF showed the fully-loaded hardpoints of fighter jets 

French-acquired Rafale, Sukhois and indigenously-manufactured Tejas with advanced missiles like 

Meteor and BrahMos missiles that were used against Pakistan as part of Op Sindoor. The video 

has put months of suspense to rest.

Meteor is the next-generation beyond visual range air-to-air missile (BVRAAM) system designed to 

revolutionise air-to-air combat in the 21st century. It offers a multi-shot capability (multiple launches 

against multiple targets), and has the ability to engage highly maneuverable targets such as fighter 

jets, and small targets such as UAVs and cruise missiles in a heavy electronic countermeasures 

(ECM) environment with a range in excess of  200 km. A solid-fueled ramjet motor allows the 

missile to cruise at a speed of over Mach 4 and provides the missile with thrust and mid-course 

acceleration. 

It also provides the largest ‘no escape zone’ of any air-to-air missile system, several times greater 

than current  medium-range air-to-air  missiles  (MRAAMs).  The fragmentation warhead ensures 

maximum lethality. In Sept 2016, India and France had signed the 7.87 billion euro deal for 36 

Rafale fighter jets, equipped with the latest missiles and weapon system besides multiple India-

specific modifications. The fighter jets then came equipped with Meteor and Scalp missiles as part 

of the deal.

However,  sceptics  doubted  whether  India  received  the  Meteor  missiles  with  the  Rafale  jet 

package. But the IAF video on Friday put to rest all those speculation about whether India had the 

missile. In another footage a Tejas fighter jet (LCA) is seen firing the Meteor. A fully-loaded Mirage 
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2000 had the same model of missiles used by the IAF in the 2019 Balakot surgical strike. In the 

video, IAF also showed the Rampage air-to-surface missile, known for its precision strike. The 

IAF's Sukhoi-30MKIs carried the Rampage during Op Sindoor.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/op-sindoor-iaf-releases-video-of-rafale-armed-with-

beyond-visual-range-meteor-missile-silences-sceptics/articleshow/127586218.cms

*
India showcases 'Sindoor' valour on Kartavya Path

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 27 Jan 2026

India’s military offensive, courage and valour displayed during Operation Sindoor were showcased 

in front of European chief guests and thousands of spectators on Kartavya Path during the 77th 

Republic  Day  parade  on  Monday  when  the  country  made  a  grand  display  of  lethal  weapon 

systems, missiles, anti-missile shield and fighter jets used during the conflict against Pakistan last 

year.

A glass-cased integrated operational centre, depicting the conduct of Op Sindoor with the use of 

weapons systems such as BrahMos and S-400 missiles rolled down Kartavya Path.  Two key 

pillars  of  India's  air  defence  architecture,  Akash  weapon  system and  ABHRA Medium-Range 

Surface-to-Air Missile System (MRSAM) that formed a robust layered shield for the Indian Army 

during the conflict last May were also displayed.

For the first time, the parade showcased a phased ‘Battle Array Format’ of the Indian Army that 

included an aerial component. A tri-services tableau led by Captain Samira Buttar depicted replicas 

of major weapon systems deployed during Op Sindoor against Pakistan. Even helicopters carrying 

Operation Sindoor flags flew over the Kartavya Path before the start of the parade.

Besides Op Sindoor weapon systems, the military also flaunted the rocket launcher ‘Suryastra’, 

Shaktibaan,  followed  by  Divyastra,  equipped  with  cutting-edge  surveillance  and  targeting 

technologies. Mechanised columns on display included BMP-II Infantry Combat Vehicle, along with 

Nag missile system (Tracked) Mk-2.

In a first, DRDO showcased its hypersonic glide missile LR-AShM, which is capable of engaging 

static and moving targets and designed to carry various payloads.

The  parade  was  led  by  Parade  Commander  Lt  General  Bhavnish  Kumar,  General  Officer 

Commanding, Delhi Area, a second-generation army officer. Among the 18 marching contingents 

and  13  bands,  debut  appearances  were  of  newly-raised  Bhairav  Light  Commando  Battalion, 

Scouts contingent and a specially-curated animal contingent from the Remount & Veterinary Corps 

(RVC). Artillery systems on display included the Dhanush 155 mm, 45-calibre towed artillery gun 

and AMOGH Advanced Towed Artillery Gun System (ATAGS), demonstrating India's long-range 

precision strike capability. For the first time, the Army displayed several drone systems, robotic 

mules carrying assault rifles, all-terrain vehicles and sharpshooters in the parade.

A military  contingent  from  the  European  Union,  carrying  the  military  staff  flag  and  flags  of 

Operations Atalanta and Aspides, naval operations of the grouping, also featured at the parade as 

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and European Council President Antonio 

Costa were the R-Day chief guests. It was the EU's first participation in such an event outside 

Europe.
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In  the  parade,  a  high  mobility  reconnaissance  vehicle  and  India's  first  indigenously-designed 

armoured light specialist vehicle also participated for the first time. The combat elements then 

followed with T-90 Bhisma and Main Battle Tank Arjun rolling past the saluting dais with aerial 

support from US-made Apache AH-64E and Prachand light combat helicopters.

Before  the  starting  of  the  parade,  IAF  Group  Captain  and  astronaut  Subhanshu  Shukla  was 

honoured with the Ashok Chakra by President Droupadi Murmu for his historic ISS space mission.

A total of 29 aircraft, including 16 fighter jets like Rafale and Sukhois — that were used in Op 

Sindoor— four transport aircraft and nine helicopters, participated in the flypast. The IAF deployed 

around 20 fighter jets along with Netra AEW&C aircraft,  to create an aerial shield against any 

possible threat to the R-day celebrations in New Delhi.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/at-r-day-parade-india-showcases-sindoor-valour-as-drdo-

missile-bhairav-battalion-make-debut/amp_articleshow/127585929.cms

*
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*

India’s  air  superiority  during Operation Sindoor  made Pak 

seek truce: Report

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 26 Jan 2026

India’s air  superiority during its “88-hour Operation Sindoor coerced Pakistan into a ceasefire” 

during the May 7-10, 2025 conflict, according to a detailed European military analysis.

The report,  titled ‘Operation Sindoor:  The India-Pakistan Air  War (7–10 May 2025)’,  has been 

authored  by  Adrien  Fontanellaz  and  was  published  last  week  by  the  Centre  d’Histoire  et  de 

Prospective  Militaires  (CHPM),  an  independent  Swiss  military  history  and  strategic  studies 

institution  based  in  Switzerland.  Founded  in  1969,  CHPM is  not  affiliated  with  any  govt  and 

positions itself as a neutral forum for professional military research.

Referring to last year’s Indo-Pak conflict,  the report said, “This (May 2025) clash between the 

Pakistan and Indian air forces initially saw the former achieve a clear tactical victory by shooting 

down several enemy fighters, then largely fail in its conduct of strikes over Indian territory, as those 

were countered by an integrated air defence system whose effectiveness was one of the surprises 

of the conflict. Conversely, the Indian Air Force managed to significantly degrade the enemy's air 

defence system, then concluded the conflict by carrying out a series of spectacular strikes against 

Pakistan’s  principal  Air  Force  stations.  Thus,  by  achieving  clear  air  superiority,  India  coerced 

Islamabad into requesting a ceasefire.”

Though the Indian govt never admitted losing any fighter aircraft, including Rafale, in the conflict,  

the report said, “The loss of at least one Indian Rafale fighter jet on the night of 7 May 2025, can 

be seen as the tip of the iceberg as this event, above all, made a strong impression in the West 

and attracted significant media attention. However, this sequence saw a large-scale confrontation 

between two competent air forces, equipped with small fleets of state-of-the-art aircraft designs, 
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such as the J10C and the Rafale, supported by substantial  fleets of fourth-generation combat 

aircraft as well as sophisticated integrated air defence networks and force multipliers.”

On the escalation of war, the report stated, “On the strategic plane, Operation Sindoor has led to 

conventional military clashes of considerable magnitude between two de facto nuclear-weapon 

states with differing doctrines regarding the use of nuclear weapons, which made the situation very 

tricky to handle, with a high risk of escalation and potentially catastrophic consequences.”

“This episode provides valuable lessons on the tactical and operational plans, particularly because 

it illustrates the strong interpenetration between the military and communication lines of operation, 

as well as a paradigm that has been consistently confirmed over the years, namely the crucial role 

of long-range strikes,” the report further added.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/indias-air-superiority-during-operation-sindoor-made-

pakistan-call-for-truce-european-think-tank/articleshow/127498896.cms

*

IAF combat-ready,  defence self-reliance drove Op Sindoor: 

President Droupadi Murmu on R-Day eve

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 26 Jan 2026

President Droupadi Murmu on Sunday delivered a message of peace for a conflict-ridden world 

even as she attributed India’s success in Operation Sindoor to defence self-reliance and signalled 

the  combat  readiness  of  the  Armed Forces.  In  wide-ranging  remarks  on  the  eve  of  the  77th 

Republic  Day,  the President  spoke of  India’s  economic resilience,  hailed the recent  GST and 

labour  reforms,  indicated  an  early  enactment  of  the  women’s  reservation  Bill  and  lauded the 

contributions of women, youth, farmers and the poor, whom Prime Minister Narendra Modi calls 

the four pillars of the Viksit Bharat goal.

Noting the Indian tradition of praying for peace across the universe, the President mentioned the 

May 2025 Operation Sindoor and precision strikes against terror infrastructure in Pakistan and 

PoK. “Terror centres were destroyed and many terrorists met their end. Our self-reliance in the 

field of defence powered the historic success of Operation Sindoor,” she said.

Murmu recalled her visit to the Siachen Base Camp and sorties in the Sukhoi and Rafale fighter 

jets to underline the Air Force’s combat readiness. “I witnessed the extraordinary capabilities of the 

Navy’s  indigenously  built  aircraft  carrier  INS  Vikrant.  I  also  sortied  in  the  submarine  INS 

Vaghsheer. Based on the strength of the Army, Air Force and Navy, people have complete trust in 

our defence preparedness,” she said. With India on the cusp of signing a trade deal with the EU, 

Murmu said swadeshi remained the guiding principle of the national economic approach.

“Despite global uncertainties, India is recording continuous economic growth,” she said, adding 

that the country was on track to become the world’s third-largest economy in the near future. She 

termed GST the most important post-Independence decision for economic integration and hailed 

next-generation GST reforms as a revolutionary move. The President also emphasised India’s 

resolve to eradicate remnants of the colonial mindset and said, “Today’s India is moving forward 

with new self-confidence, conscious of its glorious traditions.”

Highlighting the narrowing gap between government and citizens and the emphasis on public 

participation, she pointed to the presence of 46 per cent women in Panchayati Raj institutions. She 
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said  the  Nari  Shakti  Vandan  Adhiniyam would  take  political  empowerment  of  women to  new 

heights  and  give  unprecedented  strength  to  women-led  development,  signalling  an  early 

enactment of the law.

Murmu also hailed the contributions of  tribal  communities,  farmers,  the poor and the youth in 

India’s development journey and said farmers remained the backbone of society and the economy 

and had made India self-reliant in foodgrain. She said crores had been lifted out of poverty and 

initiatives like the free foodgrain scheme were ensuring they did not slip back into poverty.

“Efforts  for  the  welfare  of  the  poor  are  giving  concrete  shape to  Mahatma Gandhi’s  ideal  of 

Sarvodaya,”  the  President  said,  calling  youth  the  flag-bearers  of  national  development  and 

expressing confidence in their role as the drivers of Viksit Bharat by 2047.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/iaf-combat-ready-defence-self-reliance-drove-op-sindoor-

murmu-on-r-day-eve/

*

Jaishankar  hosts  US  Congressmen,  talks  security,  critical 

tech

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 26 Jan 2026

A small group of US Congress members met External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and discussed 

ways to strengthen the India-US partnership for stronger security, expanded trade and cooperation 

on critical technologies. Separately, US Secretary of the Army Daniel P Driscoll called on Army 

Chief Gen Upendra Dwivedi. Discussions focused on strengthening bilateral defence cooperation, 

deepening military-to-military engagement and reinforcing the shared commitment of both armies 

to global peace and security. Driscoll also visited an Army aviation base that operates the US-

made Apache AH-64E attack helicopter.

Chief of Army Staff Gen Upendra Dwivedi with US Secretary of the Army Daniel P Driscoll in New 

Delhi on Sunday.
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Meanwhile,  US  Ambassador  to  India  Sergio  Gor  posted  on  X  about  the  US  congressional 

delegation — comprising Mike Rogers, Adam Smith and Jimmy Patronis — which met Jaishankar, 

saying  “they  discussed  ways  to  strengthen  the  US-India  partnership  for  stronger  security, 

expanded trade and cooperation on critical technologies”.

Earlier, Jaishankar posted details of the meeting, saying they “discussed various aspects of India-

US ties, the Indo-Pacific and the Ukraine conflict”. He added that congressional interactions have 

always been an important facet of the relationship and noted, “Had a good interaction with the US 

Congressional delegation.”

The  visit  of  the  US  congressional  delegation  comes  as  both  sides  look  to  move  forward  in 

negotiations for a bilateral trade deal. India-US ties witnessed a major downturn after President 

Donald Trump imposed a 50 per cent tariff on Indian goods, including a 25 per cent punitive levy 

over Russian oil purchases.

Both sides held multiple rounds of negotiations last year to firm up the proposed bilateral trade 

deal. However, it could not be finalised, largely due to Washington’s demands to open up India’s 

farm and dairy sectors. Apart from tariffs, relations have also come under strain over a number of 

issues,  including  Trump’s  claim  of  ending  the  India-Pakistan  conflict  in  May  last  year  and 

Washington’s new immigration policy.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/jaishankar-hosts-us-congressmen-talks-security-critical-

tech/

*

77th Republic Day: President approves Gallantry awards to 

70 Armed Forces personnel, including six posthumous  

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 25 Jan 2026

President Smt Droupadi Murmu has approved Gallantry awards to 70 Armed Forces personnel, 

including six posthumous, on the eve of 77th Republic Day. These include one Ashok Chakra; 

three Kirti  Chakras;  13 Shaurya Chakras,  including one posthumous; one Bar to Sena Medal 

(Gallantry);  44  Sena  Medals  (Gallantry),  including  five  posthumous;  six  Nao  Sena  Medals 

(Gallantry) and two Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry).

The  President  also  approved  301  military  decorations  to  Armed Forces  and  other  personnel. 

These include 30 Param Vishisht Seva Medals; four Uttam Yudh Seva Medals; 56 Ati Vishisht 

Seva Medals; 09 Yudh Seva Medals; two Bar to Sena Medals (Distinguished); 43 Sena Medals 

(Distinguished); eight Nao Sena Medals (Distinguished); 14 Vayu Sena Medals (Distinguished); 

and 135 Vishisht Seva Medals.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2218540&reg=3&lang=1

*
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Indian Navy’s First Training Squadron arrives at Phuket Deep 

sea port, Thailand 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 26 Jan 2026

As part of the ongoing training deployment to Southeast Asia, ships of the Indian Navy’s First 

Training Squadron (1TS) — INS Tir, INS Shardul, INS Sujata—along with ICGS Sarathi, arrived at 

Phuket Deep Sea Port, Thailand, on 25 Jan 2026. The ships were accorded a warm welcome by 

the Royal Thai Navy (RTN) amidst the ceremonial fanfare of the RTN Band.

The visit symbolises the growing maritime partnership between India and Thailand, underpinned 

by a shared commitment to regional security, stability, and mutual understanding. The port call 

assumes special significance as 2026 is being celebrated as the ASEAN–India Year of Maritime 

Cooperation.

During the port  call,  personnel  from the Indian Navy and the RTN will  engage in  a  range of 

professional and training interactions aimed at enhancing cooperation and operational synergy. 

Planned activities include interactions with senior RTN leadership, professional exchanges, yoga 

sessions, friendly sports fixtures, and Passage Exercise (PASSEX).

The Indian Navy and the RTN share a close, friendly, and steadily evolving bilateral relationship, 

strengthened  through  regular  engagements  and  exercises.  Bilateral  initiatives  such  as  Ex 

Ayutthaya and the Indo–Thai Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) continue to enhance coordination in 

shared maritime spaces. Additionally, the trilateral maritime exercise SITMEX, conducted last year, 

reflects enhanced interoperability and professional synergy among regional navies, including the 

RTN. The Indian Navy looks forward to building upon the RTN’s exemplary stewardship of the 

Indian  Ocean  Naval  Symposium (IONS)  as  India  assumes  the  IONS Chair  from Thailand  in 

February 2026.
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The visit of the First Training Squadron to Thailand aligns with the Government of India’s vision of 

MAHASAGAR (Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions) and 

underscores the Indian Navy’s commitment to constructive engagement with regional partners. 

The deployment highlights India’s role as a responsible maritime partner and its continued efforts 

to strengthen maritime security and cooperation across the Indian Ocean Region.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2218841&reg=3&lang=1

*
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