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INDIAN NAVY SET TO COMMISSION ITS LATEST STEALTH FRIGATE 
‘TARAGIRI’ 

Source: Pnformation Bureau, Dt. 21 Mar 2026

In a ceremony that marks a defining moment for India’s maritime sovereignty, the Indian Navy is preparing  

to commission its latest stealth Frigate,  Taragiri (F41), on 03 Apr 2026. The ceremony at Visakhapatnam, 

scheduled to be presided over by the Hon’ble Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh, will serve as a powerful 

testament to the nation’s journey toward becoming a completely self-reliant naval power.

As the fourth potent platform of the Project 17A class,  Taragiri is not merely a ship; it is a  6,670-tonne 

embodiment of the  ‘Make in India’ spirit and the sophisticated engineering capabilities of our indigenous 

shipyards.

Built by Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL), Mumbai, this Frigate represents a generational leap 

over earlier designs, offering a sleeker form and a significantly reduced Radar Cross-Section that allows it to 

operate with lethal stealth. With indigenous content exceeding 75 percent, the ship highlights the maturity of 

a domestic industrial ecosystem that now spans over 200 Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs), 

contributing the GoI’s Aatmanirbharta initiatives supports thousands of Indian jobs.

Driven by a  Combined Diesel or Gas (CODOG) propulsion plant,  Taragiri is designed for ‘High-Speed – 

High Endurance’ versatility and multi-dimensional maritime operations. The ship’s weapon suite is world-

class,  featuring  supersonic  Surface-to-Surface  Missiles,  Medium  Range  Surface-to-Air  Missiles,  and  a 

specialised Anti-Submarine Warfare suite. These systems are seamlessly integrated through a state-of-the-art 

Combat Management System, ensuring that the crew can respond to threats with split-second precision.

Beyond its role as a premier hunter of the seas, Taragiri is built for the complexities of modern diplomacy 

and humanitarian crises. Its flexible mission profile makes it ideal for everything from high-intensity combat  

to Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR).

The Indian Navy continues to grow as a combat-ready, cohesive, credible, Aatmanirbhar force, safeguarding 

the seas for a Viksit, Samriddha Bharat guarded by ships designed by Indians, built by Indians and operated 

by Indians.  Taragiri stands ready for  a  promising future as  a  beacon of  rising maritime power and an 

ironclad guardian of our blue frontiers.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2243301&reg=3&lang=1 
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*
Modern-day  warfare  transcends  borders,  robust  military 

supported  by  prepared  citizens  must  to  secure  national 

interests: Raksha Mantri 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 21 Mar 2026

Present-day warfare transcends borders, with national security encompassing economic, digital, energy, and 

even food security,” said Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh as he underscored the need of a robust military 

supported by prepared citizens capable of standing shoulder-to-shoulder to protect the nation under any 

circumstances. Virtually addressing the Raising Day celebrations and the Diamond Jubilee of Sainik School, 

Ghorakhal in Uttarakhand on March 21, 2026, he asserted that the nature of conflicts has undergone a 

paradigm shift as a nation can today be weakened through economic, cyber, space and information warfare,  

which demands every citizen to remain vigilant & prepared at all times.

While the Government, under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, is leaving no stone 

unturned to equip the defence forces with niche weapons & technologies, Raksha Mantri emphasised that the 

citizens, especially the youth, need to develop mental toughness and intellectual clarity through discipline & 

determination to help the nation tackle any and every situation. Referring to the concept of VUCA (Volatile, 

Uncertain, Complex and Ambiguous), he exhorted the students to develop their own version of VUCA i.e., 

Vision, Understanding, Courage and Adaptability, to navigate modern challenges effectively. 

Highlighting the steps taken by the Government towards ensuring that a larger number of youth imbibe the  

values essential for nation-building, Shri Rajnath Singh stated that recently a decision was taken to establish 

100 new Sainik Schools across the country in the Public-Private Partnership model. He added that another  

initiative includes increasing the number of vacancies within the National Cadet Corps (NCC). “Earlier, the 

NCC had an intake capacity of 17 lakh cadets; this has now been expanded to 20 lakh,” he said.

Raksha Mantri described the decision of admission of girls into Sainik Schools as historic and revolutionary,  

which  is  bolstering  the  country’s  'Nari  Shakti'.  These  girls  will,  in  the  times  to  come,  become  the 

torchbearers of 'Nari Shakti' and scale new heights across various sectors, he said.

Extending  his  greetings  to  students,  faculty,  alumni  and  their  families  on  Sainik  School,  Ghorakhal 

completing 60 years of dedicated service to the nation, Shri Rajnath Singh expressed confidence that the 

students will continue to uphold the highest standards of discipline and dedication, bringing pride to their 

families,  institution  and  the  nation.  “Over  decades,  the  school  has  sent  more  than  800  students  to  the 

National Defence Academy and over 2,000 candidates to the Armed Forces through various entry schemes 

such as Combined Defence Services Examination and Air Force Common Admission Test. He hoped that the 

institution  will  continue  to  produce  leaders  who  contribute  meaningfully  to  nation-building.  The 

distinguished alumni of the school, including General Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Command Lt 

Gen MK Katiyar, are a source of inspiration to the students, he added.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2243317&reg=3&lang=1     

*

MSMEs and start-ups are safeguarding national interests by 

strengthening defence capabilities & contributing to self-
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reliance vision: Raksha Rajya Mantri at National Defence 

Industries Conclave 2026 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 20 Mar 2026

The  National  Defence  Industries  Conclave  (NDIC)  2026,  organised  by  the  Department  of  Defence 

Production (DDP) on the theme  ‘Advanced Manufacturing Technologies’,  concluded at  the Manekshaw 

Centre, New Delhi on March 20, 2026, after two days of extensive discussions on advanced manufacturing 

technologies  and  industry  participation  in  defence  production.  The  conclave  brought  together  MSMEs, 

Defence Public Sector Undertakings (DPSUs), private defence companies, innovators,  policymakers and 

academia  to  deliberate  on  strengthening  India’s  defence  manufacturing  ecosystem and  accelerating  the 

adoption of emerging technologies.

The valedictory session was graced by Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Sanjay Seth. In his address, Raksha Rajya 

Mantri highlighted the critical role of MSMEs, start-ups & innovators in strengthening India’s industrial base 

and contributing to the vision of Aatmanirbharta in defence. He also commended them for strengthening the 

capabilities of the defence forces, thereby safeguarding the nation from different kinds of threats.

Shri  Sanjay Seth described the MSMEs and start-ups as the brand ambassadors of innovation,  who are 

playing a central role in making India a global defence manufacturing hub and Viksit Bharat, as envisioned 

by Prime Minister  Shri  Narendra Modi.  Extending the Government’s full  support  in this  endeavour,  he 

expressed confidence of achieving the target of Rs 50,000 crore worth of defence exports and Rs 03 lakh 

crore worth of defence production by 2030.

Raksha Rajya Mantri listed out the number of steps taken by the Government to increase the participation of 

the private sector, especially MSMEs and start-ups. He stated that the all-time high allocation of Rs 7.85 lakh 

crore to the Ministry of Defence in the Union Budget 2026-27 provides an opportunity to the MSMEs and 

start-ups to make the nation self-reliant.

Speaking on the occasion, Secretary (Defence Production) Shri Sanjeev Kumar gave a broad overview of the 

discussions and sessions organised as part of the two-day conclave. He stated that these sessions provided a 

platform for MSMEs to engage directly with DPSUs, industry leaders and policymakers, helping identify 

opportunities for collaboration, technology development and supply-chain integration.

The Secretary  (DP)  emphasised that  the  conclave facilitated extensive  interaction between government, 

industry  and  academia,  helping  identify  technology  gaps,  capability  requirements  and  opportunities  for 

collaboration across the defence manufacturing value chain. He added that the discussions reinforced the 

importance of innovation, advanced manufacturing and MSME participation in strengthening India’s defence 

production capabilities and enhancing global competitiveness.

Technical Discussions

Over the course of two days, the conclave hosted multiple thematic and domain sessions covering key areas 

of defence manufacturing including:

• Artillery guns, small arms and infantry weapons 

• Defence metallurgy, special alloys and precision manufacturing 

• Advanced materials and defence composites 

• Naval platforms and shipbuilding technologies 

• Armoured vehicles and logistics platforms 

• Ammunitions, explosives and propellants 

• Missile systems and air defence technologies 
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• Defence Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) and lifecycle support 

Several iDEX and DRDO-led sessions focused on emerging technologies such as:

• Smart Manufacturing and Industry 4.0 

• Guidance, Control and Navigation Systems 

• Propulsion and Mobility Technologies 

• Advanced Materials and Composites 

• Semiconductor Manufacturing for Defence Systems 

Industry Exhibition

The  exhibition  organised  alongside  the  conclave  served  as  an  important  platform  for  showcasing  the 

capabilities of India’s defence manufacturing ecosystem. It featured stalls from 20 large defence companies, 

along with 24 participation from Indian and international companies demonstrating advanced manufacturing 

technologies in areas such as automation, artificial intelligence, robotics, additive manufacturing and smart  

materials.  The  exhibition  also  showcased  initiatives  of  the  Department  of  Defence  Production  and  its 

associated  organisations,  highlighting  policy  reforms  and  innovation  platforms  aimed  at  strengthening 

India’s indigenous defence industrial base.

The NDIC 2026 marks another significant step towards advancing the Government’s vision of Aatmanirbhar  

Bharat in Defence and building a robust, globally competitive defence manufacturing ecosystem.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2243124&reg=3&lang=1 

*

INDIAN NAVAL SHIP TRIKAND CONCLUDES PORT CALL AT 

PORT VICTORIA, SEYCHELLES 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 22 Mar 2026

Indian Naval Ship Trikand, a stealth frigate of the Indian Navy, has departed from Port Victoria, Seychelles, 

on 20 Mar 2026 on completion of an enriching port call.

Captain Sachin Kulkarni, Commanding Officer of the ship, called on senior Government functionaries and 

the High Commissioner of India to Seychelles. The ship also handed over critical spares and essential stores 

to the Government of Seychelles.
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INS Trikand participated in the first tri-services edition of Exercise Lamitiye 2026, along with members  

from the Indian Army and Indian Air Force and the Seychelles Defence Forces (SDF).  This marks the 

maiden participation of the Indian Navy in Exercise Lamitiye.

During the harbour phase, Visit, Board, Search and Seizure (VBSS) training was conducted onboard, which 

also included joint boarding drills. This was followed by the sea phase of the exercise, during which the ship 

exercised with  SCGS Le Vigilant and undertook joint boarding operations at sea by a team comprising of 

Indian Navy Marine Commandos and Special Forces of SDF.  This was followed by landing of Army troops 

of the Indian Army and the Seychelles Defence Forces on Praslin Island. Maj Gen Michael Rosette, Chief of  

Defence Forces,  SDF,  Brig Jean Attala,  Deputy Chief  of  Defence Forces SDF,  along with other  senior  

officers embarked INS Trikand for the sea phase to witness conduct of the exercise.

The  exercise  provided  an  opportunity  to  enhance  interoperability  and  strengthen  maritime  cooperation 

between India and Seychelles.  Lamitiye, meaning ‘friendship’ in Creole language, reflects the historic ties 

between the two nations.

The port call reflects India’s vision of MAHASAGAR - Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and 

Growth Across Region, and reinforces the Indian Navy’s commitment to remain the  Preferred Security  

Partner and First Responder in the Indian Ocean Region.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2243504&reg=3&lang=1 

*

       भा�रती�य नौ�से
नौ� को� मि�ले
गा� एको और य�द्धपो�ती ती�र�मिगार�
Source:NavBharat Times, Dt. 23 Mar 2026

*
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   रक्षा� सेचि�व नौ
 कोहा�-   बजट �� 10%     को� बढ़ो�तीर� को�फी� हा" ले
मिकोनौ...

Source:NavBharat Times, Dt. 22 Mar 2026

*

With 7th regiment, army expands pinaka fleet

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 23 Mar 2026

*
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How Ukrain’s front line became a laboratory for drone 

innovation

Source: The statesman, Dt. 23 Mar 2026

*
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Scientists  find  ways  of  understanding  role  of  molecular 

clouds near Milky Way disc in star formation 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 20 Mar 2026

Scientists tracing small molecular clouds located near the Milky Way disc have "seen" the skeleton of the  

magnetic field surrounding them for the first time to better understand its role in star formation. 

For  decades,  astronomers  have  known that  gravity  pulls  molecular  clouds  inward  to  form stars,  while 

internal pressure pushes them outward. But there is a third, silent player in this tug-of-war: the Magnetic 

Field. 

L1604 and L121 are small molecular clouds, modest stellar nurseries with L1604 lying toward the Galactic  

anticenter and L121 toward the crowded Galactic center.

As magnetic fields are invisible,  the research team from Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational 

Sciences (ARIES) an autonomous institute of Department of Science and Technology (DST) and Assam 

University used R-band polarimetry with the ARIES Imaging Polarimeter (AIMPOL) on the 104-cm ARIES 

telescope at Nainital to measure how starlight from distant stars becomes polarized as it passes through dust  

in the molecular clouds. When starlight hits dust grains aligned by a magnetic field, the light vibrates in a 

specific direction. By mapping thousands of these light waves, the team "saw" the skeleton of the magnetic 

fields surrounding L1604 and L121 for the first time.

The researchers found two very different personalities. The two clouds also lie at very different distances-

L1604 at around 816 parsecs and L121 nearly seven times closer at just 124 parsecs. The L1604 cloud is 

highly dense and more massive and has enough material to possibly form many new stars. L121 is located 

toward the center of the Galaxy. It is less dense and less massive than L1604, but has a stronger magnetic 

field.  Moreover, its magnetic field morphology appears more orderly, suggesting it hasn't yet been warped 

by the violent gravitational collapse that characterizes more active star-forming regions.

By calculating  the  magnetic  field  strength  the  scientists  found  that  both  clouds  are  firmly  sub-critical, 

meaning the magnetic fields are comfortably strong enough to resist gravitational collapse across the full  

body of both clouds. The magnetic fields are not "just barely" holding on -they dominate over both gravity  

and turbulence, with magnetic energy exceeding turbulent kinetic energy, which in turn exceeds gravitational  

energy at the envelope scale. However, in the dense cores nestled deep within these clouds, gravity may be 

quietly  gaining  the  upper  hand,  making  these  cores  the  true  cradles  of  future  star  birth  even  as  the  

surrounding envelope remains magnetically protected.

This story isn't just about two clouds; it’s about the "recipe" for a star. By showing exactly how magnetic  

fields wrap around and permeate these small clouds, the study reveals that magnetism is the invisible hand 

that slows star formation, preventing the galaxy from turning all its gas into stars at once.

L1604 and L121 are now more than just dark spots on a map; they are active laboratories where we can 

watch the fundamental forces of the universe, gravity and magnetism, dance in a delicate, million-year-long 

embrace.

8
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Fig: Polarization maps of dark clouds L1604 and L121.  Solid lines represent the polarization vector corresponding background  

stars overlaid on the composite DSS images of the respective clouds.  The orientation of the Galactic Plane (GP) is marked with a  

dashed line. The cross denotes the central position of each cloud. Contours of the Herschel SPIRE 500 μm dust continuum  

emission are over plotted.

Publication link: https://academic.oup.com/mnras/article/545/4/staf2228/8382486?login=true

News Link : https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2243030&reg=3&lang=1 

*

ISRO forcesink telemedicine agreement

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 20 Mar 2026

*
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Tipping Point : How earth may go into a hot loop ?

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 22 Mar 2026

*
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