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Keel laying of two Next Generation Offshore Patrol Vessels 
for ICG 

Source: Press Informtion Bureau, Dt. 18 Mar 2026

The keel  laying ceremony of  Yard  16402 & 16403,  the  second and third  ship  of  six  Next  Generation 
Offshore Patrol Vessels (OPVs), was held at M/s YMPL, Ratnagiri on March 17, 2026.  

With a range of 5,000 nautical miles, these ships will be capable of achieving a maximum speed of 23 knots.  
Measuring 117 meters in length and having a strength of 11 officers and 110 men, it will also feature state-
of-the-art  machinery  and  advanced  technological  systems,  including  AI-based  predictive  maintenance 
systems, Remote Piloted Drones,  Integrated Bridge System (IBS),  and Integrated Platform Management 
System (IPMS). 

This  ship  is  being indigenously  designed,  developed,  and constructed by MDL under  the  Buy (Indian-
IDDM)  category,  in  line  with  the  government’s  vision  of  Atmanirbhar  Bharat.  The  contract  for  the  
construction of six Next Generation OPVs was concluded on December 20, 2023.

This initiative marks a key milestone in the ICG’s ongoing efforts to enhance its operational capabilities and 
bolster coastal security. The addition of a new fleet of NGOPVs will further ensure strengthening the ICG's 
role in safeguarding India’s maritime interests. 

The ceremony was presided over by IG Sudhir Sahni, TM, DDG (M&M), in the presence of senior officials 
from Indian Coast Guard (ICG) and MDL.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2241660&reg=3&lang=1  -  
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INDIAN NAVY CONTINUES IOS SAGAR INITIATIVE TO 
STRENGTHEN MARITIME PARTNERSHIP WITH INDIAN 

OCEAN NATIONS
Source: Press Infromation Bureau, Dt. 18 Mar 2026

Reaffirming India’s commitment to collaborative maritime security in the Indian Ocean Region, the second 
edition of Indian Ocean Ship (IOS) SAGAR commenced on 16 Mar 2026.

The Indian Navy assumed the chair of the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) in Feb 2026. Therefore, 
this Edition includes participation from 16 IONS nations of the Indian Ocean Region(IOR). 

The initiative builds on India’s long-standing maritime cooperation efforts and reflects  the Government of 
India’s vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR), while also advancing the broader 
framework of MAHASAGAR – Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security Across the Regions.

IOS SAGAR is designed as a unique operational engagement programme that enables naval personnel from 
Friendly  Foreign  Countries  to  train  and  sail  together  onboard  an  Indian  Naval  Ship.  By  integrating 
international participants into shipboard activities and professional training modules, the initiative promotes 
practical cooperation, interoperability and shared understanding of maritime operations.

As part of the current edition of IOS SAGAR, naval personnel from 16 Friendly Foreign Countries will  
participate in the programme. 

The  programme  will  commence  with  professional  training  interactions  at  Indian  Naval  training 
establishments in Kochi, where participants will be exposed to key aspects of naval operations, seamanship 
practices and maritime security concepts. This phase will be followed by deployment onboard an Indian 
Naval Ship, where international participants will sail together with Indian Navy personnel and take part in  
operational activities at sea.

During  the  voyage,  the  ship  will  undertake  maritime  engagement  activities  and  port  visits,  enabling 
interaction with partner navies and maritime agencies across the region. These engagements are intended to 
strengthen professional linkages, encourage exchange of best practices and foster a deeper understanding of 
shared maritime challenges.
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https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2241628&reg=3&lang=1
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India may join 6th generation fighter jet consortium

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 19 Mar 2026
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Army, Northeast Frontier Railway hold scenario planning 
excercise

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 19 Mar 2026

*

India balances US, Russia ties with parellel naval 
engagements

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 19 Mar 2026
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PARLIAMENT QUESTION: RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT AND 
INNOVATION SCHEME

Source: Press Information Bureau,  Dt. 18 Mar 2026

The Department of Science & Technology (DST), as the nodal Ministry for the RDI Scheme, has formulated 
and finalized the Implementation Guidelines for the Research, Development and Innovation (RDI) Fund, in 
consultation with the Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) and the Department of Expenditure (DoE). 
These  guidelines  have  been  approved  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Anusandhan  National  Research 
Foundation  (ANRF).  DST has  also  notified  Anusandhan  National  Research  Foundation  (Utilization  of 
Research, Development and Innovation Fund) Financial Rules 2026.

The scheme being operationalized through a Special Purpose Fund (SPF) established within the Anusandhan 
National Research Foundation (ANRF), uses a two-tiered funding structure. Under this mechanism, the SPF 
will  be the first  level custodian of RDI Fund and will  channels funds to Second Level Fund Managers 
(SLFMs).  As  per  the  approved  framework,  the  Technology  Development  Board  (TDB)  and  the 
Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC) have been designated as Second-Level Fund 
Managers (SLFMs) and launched calls for project proposals on 4 February 2026 and 13 February 2026, 
respectively. Further, a call inviting applications from additional eligible entities, including Fund of Funds, to 
act  as  SLFMs was issued,  which closed on 31 January 2026.  Applications have been received and the  
selection process is currently underway.

The SLFMs will provide funding to eligible technology entities, including startups, companies, and industry-
led R&D projects, for development of technologies at Technology Readiness Level (TRL) 4 and above in  
sunrise sectors. These include energy security, energy transition and climate action; deep technologies such 
as quantum computing, robotics and space; artificial intelligence and its applications in agriculture, health 
and education; biotechnology, biomanufacturing, synthetic biology, pharmaceuticals and medical devices; 
and the digital economy, including digital agriculture.

With regard to strengthening the digital agriculture sector, the Scheme supports relevant sub-sectors such as 
Digital  Agriculture  (AgriTech),  precision  agriculture  and  soil  health,  AI-enabled  agriculture  solutions, 
remote  sensing,  smart  irrigation,  climate-smart  input  optimization,  digital  soil  health  monitoring  and 
advisory  systems,  agri-data  and  yield  analytics  platforms,  drone-based  solutions  for  crop  monitoring, 
spraying and land mapping, digital farm-to-market value chains, blockchain-based produce traceability and 
contract  farming  platforms,  and  other  technology-driven  interventions  aimed at  improving  productivity, 
sustainability  and  resilience  in  the  agriculture  sector.  The  Scheme  also  provides  flexibility  to  include 
additional sub-sectors, based on the recommendations of the concerned Ministries/Departments and subject 
to necessary approvals.

A 'Krishi Sewa' mobile application has also been developed to support farmers in agricultural activities.  
advanced AI, sensor systems, and UAVs have been integrated for farm mechanization, processing, and value 
addition.  Additionally,  the  'Kisan-Sarathi'  portal,  a  multimedia,  multilingual  digital  agricultural  advisory 
platform has been implemented through 731 KVKs under ICAR to provide localized extension services. 
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This information was given by the Minister of State (Independent charge) for the Ministry of Science and 
Technology & Earth Sciences Dr. Jitendra Singh in a written reply in the Lok Sabha today.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2241764&reg=3&lang=1

*

Why OpenAI, Anthropic are hiring chemical, weapons 
experts

Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 19 Mar 2026

*

India’s semicon market to reach $300 b by 2035: Report

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 18 Mar 2026
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The environmental cost of the Artificial Intelligence 
Source: The Statesman, Dt. 19 Mar 2026

*

India Eyes Global Collaboration for Common 6G Tech 
Standard: Scindia

Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 19 Mar 2026
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