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HON'BLE PRESIDENT OF |INDIA REVIEWS THE
INTERNATIONAL FLEET REVIEW 2026 OFF
VISAKHAPATNAM

Source: PIB, Dt. 18 Feb 2026

The Indian Navy successfully conducted the International Fleet Review (IFR) 2026 off the coast of
Visakhapatnam on 18 February 2026, with participation from 74 countries, marking a grand maritime
spectacle that showcased global naval cooperation, professional camaraderie and India’s maritime capability.
IFR 2026 marked the third International Fleet Review hosted by India, following earlier editions at Mumbai
(2001) and Visakhapatnam (2016).

Presidential Review of the Fleet
(Press Release President's Secretariat -

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspxPRID=2229534®=3&lang=1)

The Hon’ble President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu, and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces,
reviewed the Fleet from INS Sumedha, an indigenously built Offshore Patrol Vessel, which served as the
Presidential Yacht for the occasion. INS Sumedha was adorned with the Ashoka Emblem and flew the
President’s Standard at the mast.

Following a Ceremonial Guard of Honour by a 150-person contingent and a 21-Gun Salute, the Hon’ble
President embarked onboard INS Sumedha and sailed past the assembled Fleet of 52 anchored ships off the
Visakhapatnam coast.

A total of 85 ships, including 19 foreign warships participated in the fleet review, reflecting the scale and
diversity of maritime participation.
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The Indian fleet included 60 ships of the Indian Navy, four Indian Coast Guard vessels, and one ship each
from the Shipping Corporation of India and the National Institute of Ocean Technology.

The review also featured three Indian Navy submarines, one French Atlantique maritime patrol aircraft, and
participation by over 60 aircraft, underscoring the multi-domain operational capability and the coordinated
maritime presence on display.

The Hon’ble President also reviewed the Indian Naval Air Arm, marked by a fly-past of helicopters and
fixed-wing aircraft. This was followed by a mobile column of warships and submarines steaming past the
Presidential Yacht. The event further featured maritime and waterfront demonstrations, including a Parade of
sails, Search and Rescue operations and aerial manoeuvres by Hawk aircratft.

Addressing the occasion, Hon’ble President highlighted, “The spirit of friendship on display today through
participation of so many friendly foreign countries highlights the truth that we are collected rather than
divided by the seas. India’s approach to international relations, including the maritime domain, is guided by
our ethos of ‘Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam’ or ‘the world is one family’. This approach reflects the wisdom that
global security, growth, sustainability and stability are built through friendship.” She further remarked, “The
review also takes forward India’s vision of MAHASAGAR, which stands for ‘Mutual and Holistic
Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions’. The spirit of togetherness is well confirmed in this
message of this review- ‘United through Oceans’. It is a positive message to the global community that it is
the collective naval strength that can overcome maritime challenges”.

The International Fleet Review was also telecast live on Doordarshan television channels (DD National and
DD Vijayawada) and was streamed live on the Indian Navy’s official social media platforms- Youtube
(@IndianNavyOfficial) and Facebook (@IndianNavy), enabling audiences in India and abroad to witness the
proceedings. Recorded broadcast (Re-runs) of the event remain available for viewing on the same channels.

The International Fleet Review 2026 reaffirmed India’s commitment to maritime cooperation,
interoperability and collective security, in keeping with the theme “United Through Oceans”, while
highlighting the Indian Navy’s indigenous capability, operational professionalism and enduring partnerships
with like-minded navies.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2229820&reg=3&lang=1

*

Army used locally made Al software along LAC
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 19 Feb 2026
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Like weapons,test Al-enabled systems too: Lt Gen Shinghal
Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 19 Feb 2026
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Like weapons, test Al-enabled
Lt Gen Shinghal

systems too:

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 18

EVEN ASthe Armed Forces are
well aware of the "rrans-
formative” power of artificial in-
telligence (Al) and are working
towards incorporating itin their
decision suipport systems, Dep-
uty Chiefof Arnmy Stafl (Informa-
tionSystems and Training) Lizu-
tenant General Vipul Shinghal
said India must take a respon-

| sible path in adopting Al-en-

abled systemsin this domain by
Institutonalising human over-
sight and control, and putting

| Al-enabled systems through rig-

orous testing similar to other
critical weapan systems.
Addressing a session at the
India Al Tmpact Summilt, he
emphasised India could lead
the world in responsible use of
Alin military conflicts, and ex-
pressed hope that like various
ather successful international
conventions relating 1
weapaons and conflict, regula-
tion of use of AI for military
purposes will be achleved.
“The question is never asto
whether weshould adopt Al-en-
abled systems. but how? We are
clear this transition must be
undertaken responsibly. So,
whal does a responsible and ef-
fective approach look like? First,
wemust institutionalise human
contrel notas aslogan butaslaw.
This requires clearly defining
‘Wwhich functions may be assisted

| by Al which may be recom-
| mended by Aland which may

always remain human deci-
sions. Second... Al enabled sys-
Llems need to be treated as a
weaponsysiernand betested ac-
cordingly,” he said.

Lt Gen Shinghal said the

*

S

- Ifa machine

recommendsa
strike with 20%
accuracy and the
commandertakes a
decision and it's the
wrongdecision, it
gives him amoral
buffer to say it wasa
machine that
recommended it. But
is that correct? These
are questions we
need to answer.”

LT GENERAL VIPUL SHINGHAL.
DEPUTY CHIEF OF ARMY STAFF
(INFORMATION SYSTEMS AND
TRAINING)

battlefield is the most chaotic
data environment, asking, “Are
we subjecting Al enabled sys-
tems to the same rigor we sub-
ject new weapon systems to—
trial evaluating them, fielding
them in contested conditions
and then applying them? After
all, an Al-enabled system isnot
asoftware, it'sa weapon.”
While Al can inform deci-
sions, LtGen Shinghal said, only
humans can exercise judgment
and bear responsibility forthem.
With Alsystems armed with un-

precedented speed, scale and of-
ficiency, what deserves deeper
reflectionisthe “new burdens AT
placesonleadership, command,
responsibility, and strategic sta-
bility*, he added.

Lt Gen Shinghal also em-
phasised that since “moral re-
sponsibility remains with the
commander”, military leader-
ship development must evolve
50 that commanders “who are
now going to be interrogating
8ysLems, interacting with sys-
teims and taking decision on
them” are aware of possible®it-
falls and challenges of Al-en-
abled systems, and how best 1o
use such systems effectively
and efficiently.

“Arewe preparing our com-
manders and staff to lead in a
world where machines can rec-
ommend, predict, and act
faster than humans without
allowing speed to substitute
judgment? Cormmand and con-
trol by commanders will exer-
cise life and death decisions:
can thenbegiven to machines?
If a machine recommends a
strike with 90% accuracy and
the commander takes a deci-
sion and it's the wrong decl-
slon, it glves him a moral buffer
tosay it wasa machine that rec-
omimended it. But is that cor-
rect? These are questions that
we need to answer,” he said.

However, Lt Gen Shinghal
stressed the Army and the
Armed Forces “are fully cogni-
sant oftransformative powerof
Al to Increase our official
efficiency”. “We are making
every effort to ensure Al isin-
corporated into our decision
SUPPOort systems, into our sur-
veillance recce and the other
functions... ” he said.
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Source: Navbharat Times, Dt. 19 Feb 2026
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Navy vigilant in protecting India’s iterests: President
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Navy

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 19 Feb 2026

Vlgllal'lt in protectlng

lndla S mterests. Pre5|dent

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
W Visakhapatnam

President Droupadi Murmu
an Wednesday stated that
the Indian Navy is vigilantin
safeguarding the country’s
maritime Interests and
contribuces to stabillty
across the wider maritime
commerce.

presiding over the
International Fleet Review
|LFR) off Visakhapatnam
coast aboard an Indian Naval
warship in the Bay of Bengal,
the President said the Indian
Mavy Is deployed in the
region to serve as a credible
instrument of deterrence
and defence agalnst threats
and challenges arising in
the sea.

“Indian Navy is vigilant in
safeguarding Indla's mar-
itime Interests and is con-
tributing to stability across
wider maritime commerce,”
Murmu sald.

Further, she noted that the
Indian Navy plays a vital rale
In promating gaadwill, build-
ing bridges of trust, confi-
dence and (rendship with
navies around the globe,

Aceording to the President,
Visakhapatnam, which
houses the Eastern Naval
Command [ENC) of the Indlan
Navy, has a glarious mar-
itime past. Today's event

Prasidant Droupad Murmu, Anchra Pradesh Chist Miristar N Cnamcatv Naidy, Ghief of Maval Steft Pﬂ"‘!T-lI

Shriee i oL durig A

underlines the enduring
Naval - significance of
Visakhapatnam, she said.

Expressing happiness over
witnessing the impressive
fleet of warships and the
display by naval personnel
from India and friendly
navies, Murmu conveyed har
compliments to them,

IFR reflects unity, trust and
respect among nations for
maritime traditions, she said,
adding that ships with differ
ent flags and sallors from
different countries exhibit
the spirit of togetherness.

Refiecting on India's rela-
tionship with the seas, the
president noted that it is
deep and enduring, stretch-
ing over centuries and called
the aceans &s pathways of
commerce, cannection and
cultural exchange for India,

people enthusiastically cel-
ebrate the festival of 'Balf
Jatar® in Curtack during the
week starting on 'Karthik
Purnimd, she said, under-
scoring that this festival isan
expression of respect (o the
ancient sailors from what is
now Odisha. It celebrates a

mat Raview &l Vieakhepatnam

i

tradition of regular sea travel
to Southeast Asia forvariaus
purposes since the ancient
Kalinga empire.

"These travels contributed
to the spirt and exchange of
trade and goods, ideas and
valugs shaping a shared cul-
tural consciousness across

the region,” she said.
Further; the president
observed that the fleet review

takes forward India's fusion of
‘Mahasagar, which stands for
mutual and historic advance-
ment of security and growth
acrass regions.
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Source: Navbharat Times, Dt. 19 Feb 2026
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India may Induct 3" N-powered misssile sub in april
Source: The Hindustan Times, Dt. 19 Feb 2026

/

India may induct 3rd N-powered missile sub in April
r will be the navy's third Arihant- ! T United States, Russia, the United ~ The fully operational submarine
HT Con.'esponder.‘lt class submarine, and will serveas THE SUBMARJ'NE’ Kingdom, Franceand Chinaare  then co%npleted the sea leg of
Ieeadbircstastines.com anundetectable launch platform AR m’\“AN; ‘IS ‘ the only other countriesthatcan  India’s nuclear iriad. Arihant is
NEW DELHI: India is set to for missiles armed with nuclear EXPECTED TO BE deliver nuclear warheadsfroma  armed with 12 B-05 submarine-
strengthen its nuclear triad, or  warheads. CO“M[SSIO\H) submarine, launched ballistic missiles
ability to launch strategic weapons The fourth SSBN codenamed noug i India's first indigenous SSBN,  (SLBMs) capable of delivering
fromland, airand ses, asthenavy ~ S-4* is likely to enter service in INTO SERVICE IN the6.000-tonne INS Arihant, was  nuclear warheads up to 750 km
prepares 0 induct a new locally- 2027, as previously reported by - APRIL: OFFICIALS commissioned around 10 years  away.
made nuclear-powered ballistic  HT. SSBN stands for ship submers- agoand it successfully completed Thelast two Arihant-class sub-
missile submarine, officials aware  ible ballistic nuclear or nuclear- its first deterrence patrol in 2018,  marines, Aridaman and S4*, are
of the matter said on Wednesday. ~ powered ballistic missile subma-  Dinesh K Tripathi had said in  with Prime Minister Narendra expected to be bigger and capable

The submarine, Aridaman, is  rines. December. The navy commis-  Modi then announcing that the  oflaunching Ionger range missiles.
experted (o be commissioned into Aridamanisinthe finalstages  sioned its second indigenous  success of the submarine “givesa  These SSBNs could be armed with
service in April, the officials said, ~ of trials and it will be commis-  SSBN, INS Arighaat, at Visakha- fitting response to those who K< SLBMs capable of striking tar-
askingnottobenamed. Aridaman  sioned soon, navy chief Admiral  patnam in August 2024, The indulge in nuclear blackmail”  getsupto3,500 kmaway.
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Al to drive next era of space misssions
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 19 Feb 2026

V7

Alto drive next era of space missions

GAGANDEEP ARORA

CRIRUNE MEWS S EAVICE

NEW DELHI, FERRIIARY 18
ATis setto play a major role m
the future of space exploration,
experts said at a session tifled
“Bevond Farth: How Al is Pow-
ring the Next Era of Space
Exploration’. Scientists and
industry leaders discussed how
Alwas changing the way satel-
lites and space missions work.
Speakers from TSRO centres
said AT was crucial for deep-
space missions because signals
from Earth could take up to 20
mintites to reach spacecraft

igation, robotics and Al-based
Iife-support syst are becom-
ng essential. However, e
warned that reliability was _hL
ke Al systems must be tested
thoroughly and should be pre-
dictable before being used in
critical rissions,

ISRO scientists said work
was underway on advanced
robets, compact Al models for
space and robotic ns for

c:]‘-n(F- Pinllfl |¥ldhi|2 \l mod-
els directly in satellites, similar
to software updates on phones.

mg for Women said new Al

methods, such as physics-
mformed neural networks,

v cJ.ld.JL:_

ly inte u‘--lr‘d N Space ipdmo lo-
gy and the growing space start-
up ecosystem.

Dir Jagriti Dabas of ARMS 4
Al highlighted the impor-

tance of strong basics, data
knowledge and the ability to
adapt as Al evolves. The pan-
el concluded that the future
of space exploration would
also depend on autonomous

Dr Dipti Patil of MKSSS
Cummmins College of Engineer-

systems that could operate
safely far from Farth, /

satellites must make decisions
omn their own. Avrtonormous nav-

IN-SPACe launches X 6 crore Al INSPIRED fund for integration
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 19 Feb 2026

——

-
IN-SPACe launches”
T6crAIINSPIRED
Fundforintegration

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 18
The Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation
Centre (IN-SPACe) onn Wednes-
day announced the launch of
the AT INSPIRED (INnovating
Space Performance with Intel-
ligent Resilient Engines Devel-
opment) opportunities in
Space Sector programme dur-
mg the India AT Impact Sum-
mit. Tt is designed to support
the integration of AT with space
exploration and applications,
with a total outlay of upto Rs 6
crore, and a maximum of Rs 1
~ crore to each grantee. — TINS

-~ i

-
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Al impact summit marks a strategic Turning point
Source: The Statesman, Dt. 19 Feb 2026

“Al Impact Summit marks a
strategic turning point

PRAVIN KALUSHAL

rtiffclal Intelligence Is no

longer & niche

techmological conversation.

Today, Alis embedded in
nearly every product, service, and
policy debate. Whether necessary
or not, the tern “Al-powered” has
become a marketing label across
Industries.

But beyond the hype Al is an
evolvingand transformative sector
Critical guestions around ethics,
povernance, Inclusion, and
sustainability remuin unresolved.
In this global churn, one thing is
clear: India cannot afford ta remain
a bystander,

The India Al Impact Summit
2026 marks a decisive step in that
direction,

TheIndid Al Impact Summit is &
five-day international conference
on Arfificial Intelligence, being held
from 16 o 20 February 2026, 1t is
hosted by the Government of Tndia
under the India Al Mission.

This summit is significant for

WO TES0NS:

w Ttis among the largest Al summits
hosted in the Global South,

o [ts focus is not merely theoretical
discussions, but real-world impact,

Previous plobal A1 summits,
primarily hosted in North America
and Europe, focused heavily on Al
risks, existential threats, and regulatory
caution. India’s summit shifts the
emphusis toward deployment,
development, and inclusive growth,

Thecoreobjectiveisclear Al must
benefit everyone-not just high-income
nations or elite corporations.

More than 40 countries are
participating, along with policyrmakers,
global technology CEOs. academic
experts, civil society representatives,
and international erganizations.

This makes it one of the most
influential Al poliev and technology

DSL - DESIDOC

Indiais positioning itself not just
asa participant, but as a convenor
of global Al governance —especially
for developing and emerging
econtmies,

Themessage is simple: Al'should
not remain concentrated in u few
developed nations. Emerging
economies must have aceess, voice,
and participation.

The summil is structured around
three foundational pillars:

People

o AlLfor education

« Al for employability

o ALfor livelihoods and inclusion

Concerns about job displacement
are real, Indias approach focuses on
skill development, reskilling, and
ensuring Al becomes a tool for
emploghilny rather thantmernplovnent.

Planet

o Climate resilience

» Sustainable Al development
o Smart agriculture

Al must contribute to
envitonmental sustainability rather
thun increase ecological sirain,

Progress

» Innovatlon-driven ecenomic
growth

o Responsible Al development

= Digital Infrastructure expansion

Al i5 being positioned a5 4
development multiplier, not merely
atechnological breakthrough,

A major highlight of the summit
is the Global Impact Challenges
initiative. India launched a large-
scale competition to identify Al
solutlons with strong socialimpuct.
Morethan 4,630 applications were
received, The participants were
{rom more than A0 countries and
70 Finalist teams were selected,

These teamns are working on Al

climate resilience, agricaltural
intelligence, governance systems,
education access and financial
inetusion.

Special categories include
womer-led Al innovations and
vouth-focused Al initiatives,
reinforcing the summit’s inclusive
approach.

India’s hroader ambition is to
shape global AT governance
norms. The key elements include
Affordable Al access for emerging
econemies; Balanced global Al
povernance structures; Ethical Al
standhards: International regalatory
eollaboration, and a proposed
Glaobal Al Commons.

The Global Al Commons envisions
shared Al Lools, open datasets, and
collaborative frameworks to
democratize access. India aims to
contribute to global Al standards -
not merely adopt them.

Alongside the summil discussions,
Inclia is pursting & bhold infrastructure
vision - a proposed $173 billion AT
Data City néar Visakhapatnam in
Andhra Pradesh, Visnkhapaiman

*k

R -

for submarine cable landings;
available land; existing industrial
base and strategic political and
economic push,

The vision goes beyond a single
data centre, Ttincludes hyperscale
data centres, Al training compute
clusters, GPU [arms, sensiconductor
ecosystern support, cloud Infrastrucmire
hubs and Integrated Al R&D and
manufacturing ecosystems, Over
760 projects are reportedly being
linked under this initiative,

The mjor investments include
Google's planned $15 billion Al
infrastructure investment and the
Reliance-led consortium’s $11 billion
dala centre investment. If realized
effectively, this could become one
of Tndin's largest digital infrastrocture
rransformations.

For decades, India excelled in IT
services, But services alone donot
create global brands,

The Al Impact Summit signals a
shift from outsourcing toownership;
[rom services to sovereign platforms:
[tom participation to agenda-setting
and from domestic scale to global

India’s long-term goals include
Al research and mnovation leadership,
start-up ecosystem growth, workforce
developrent and skilling, nfrastructure
expansion and ethical Al povernance
influence.

The summit reflects a larger
ambition; India wants to be ot
just an Al user, but an Alrule-maker,

Als shaping the future of economic
competitiveness, national security,
and social development,

The India Al Impact Summit
2026 1s not just another conference,
It is a signal. A signal that India
recognizes the scale of the Al
opportunity. A signal that India
wants inclusive, responsible, and
globally relevant Al growth. And
perhaps mostimportantly -asignal
that itis time for India to go global
in Al leadership.

If this momentum translates into
execution, the summit may mark
the beginning of India's next
technological chapter.

AP veriter s directine-Mriknl (AL Dot Center) =
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