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INS SAGARDHWANI FLAGS OFF FOR SAGAR MAITRI V
Source: PIB, Dt. 18 Jan 2026

INS Sagardhwani, India’s oceanographic research vessel under the Naval Physical and Oceanographic
Laboratory (NPOL) of DRDO, was flagged off for the fifth edition of the Sagar Maitri (SM-5) initiative
from Southern Naval Command, Kochi on 17 Jan 2026.

The vessel was flagged off by Shri Radha Mohan Singh, Honourable Member of Parliament and
Chairperson, Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence, in the presence of honourable Members of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence, Dr Samir V Kamat, Secretary, Department of Defence R&D
and Chairman DRDO; RAdm Upal Kundu, Chief of Staff, Southern Naval Command; Dr R. V. Hara Prasad,
Director General (Naval Systems & Materials); and Dr Duvvuri Seshagiri, Director, NPOL, along with
senior officials from the Indian Navy and DRDO.

Sagar Maitri is a flagship collaborative initiative of the Indian Navy and DRDO, aligned with the
Government of India’s vision of '"Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across Regions
(MAHASAGAR)'. The initiative aims to promote closer cooperation in socio-economic aspects and greater
scientific interaction, especially in ocean research, among Indian Ocean Rim (IOR) countries.

Naval Physical and Oceanographic Laboratory (NPOL), Kochi has been conducting oceanographic missions
under the Sagar Maitri programme with the objective of strengthening scientific cooperation and capacity
building among IOR nations. Under the aegis of this programme, DRDO initiated a scientific component
titled 'MAITRI (Marine & Allied Interdisciplinary Training and Research Initiative)' to establish long-term
collaboration with IOR countries in the field of ocean research and development.

Under the Sagar Maitri programme, INS Sagardhwani will retrace the historic routes of INS Kistna, which
participated in the International Indian Ocean Expedition during 1962—-65. The initiative seeks to build
sustained scientific collaboration with eight IOR countries, namely Oman, Maldives, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, and Myanmar. The ongoing mission marks the initiation of collaborative
oceanographic studies with Maldives, enabling joint research and professional exchange among scientists of
IOR nations. Sagar Maitri represents the centrepiece of DRDO’s efforts towards achieving relevant
Underwater Domain Awareness (UDA) for the Indian Navy. During these missions, oceanographic and
acoustic data of importance are collected along designated observational tracks by DRDO research vessel
INS Sagardhwani, aligned with planned scientific objectives relevant to UDA.

INS Sagardhwani is a specialised marine acoustic research vessel designed by NPOL and built by Garden
Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE). Commissioned in Jul 1994, the ship has served as a key platform
for ocean observations and marine research for over three decades, contributing significantly to India’s
maritime scientific capabilities.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2215791 &reg=3&lang=1

*
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150 years of Vande Mataram to be the theme of Republic Day Parade
2026 at Kartavya Path

Source: PIB, Dt. 16 Jan 2026

President of the European Council & President of the European Commission to be the Chief
Guests

A Battle Array Format to be showcased by the Indian Army for the first time

10,000 people from different walks of life to witness the parade as Special Guests; 2,500 artists
to perform as part of the cultural performance

A total of 30 Tableaux to roll down Kartavya Path

The Republic Day Celebrations 2026 at Kartavya Path on January 26, 2026, will be unique blend of 150
years of the national song ‘Vande Mataram’, India’s military might and cultural diversity. Addressing a press
conference in New Delhi on January 16, 2026, Defence Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh spelt out the
broad contours of the unique activities being planned for this year’s celebrations.

Chief Guest for Republic Day Parade

President of the European Council Mr Antonio Costa and President of the European Commission Ursula von
der Leyen will be the Chief Guests for the Republic Day Parade (RDP) 2026.

150 years of Vande Mataram

* 150 years of Vande Mataram will be the theme of the parade. A series of paintings created by Shri
Tejendra Kumar Mitra in 1923, illustrating the verses of ‘Vande Mataram’ and published in the ‘Bande
Mataram Album’ (1923), will be displayed as view-cutters along Kartavya Path during RDP 2026.

* A banner depicting E|é7:I'IT‘R‘-'L will be unveiled along with the release of rubber balloons at the
conclusion of the parade.

* Pan-India band performances on the theme ‘Vande Mataram’ will be organised from January 19 to 26,
2026 by the Indian Army, Indian Navy, Indian Air Force, Indian Coast Guard, and other CAPFs. The
performance venues will also include the ancestral home and birthplace of Rishi Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay at Kanthalpara, Naihati, North 24 Parganas District, West Bengal, presently known as
‘Bankim Bhawan Gaveshana Kendra’ (also referred to as Rishi Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay’s
Residence and Museum or Bankim Sangrahashala).

* Floral decorations in front of the rostrum/dais will be executed based on the Vande Mataram theme.

* The invitation card/tickets for RDP-2026 has been designed on the theme of Vande Mataram.

* Videos on Vande Mataram will be played on screen at Kartavya Path.

* Tableaux will be presented under the broader themes “FacidT &I H — I TTARA” and Tl BT A —
HTCAFHR IR,

DSL - DESIDOC 2
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* As in previous years, Various competitions, contests, and quizzes have been conducted on the MyGov
and My Bharat portals on the theme of ‘Vande Mataram’ and ‘Aatmnirbhar Bharat’, which received a
total participation of 1,61,224. In addition to cash prizes for the top 30 winners, the top 200 winners
have been invited to witness RDC 2026.

Phased Battle Array Display

The Indian Army will be represented by a Mounted Column of 61 Cavalry & Battle Array Formation (first
time), Seven marching contingents. HMRV (High Mobility Recce Veh — BFSR & ATGM) and Dhruv Heptr,
T-90, Main Battle Tank Arjun, BMP-II & NAMIS-II Nag Missile System, IOC (Integrated Operational
Centre), UGVs, ATV (All Terrain Veh), LSV (Light Strike Veh) with Trailer (Robotic Mules & UGV),
Shaktiban, ATAGS and Dhanush, URLS and Brahmos, Akash & MRSAM, Drone Shakti and Glacier ATV
will be the main attractions in the mechanized columns.

A total of Seven marching contingents of the Army, including animal contingent comprising of Zansker
ponies, Bacterian camel and dogs with Handlers Contingent, SCOUTS Contingent, RAJPUT Contingent,
ASSAM Contingent, JAK LI Contingent, ARTY Contingent, BHAIRAV Contingent in ‘Uncha Kadam taal’
and Ladakh Scouts will march post the saluting dais.

Total 18 Marching Contingents and 13 bands will take part in the RDC-2026. The flypast will showcase
Rafale, Su-30, P8i, C-295, Mig-29, Apache, LCH, ALH, Mi-17 in different formations.

Another highlight of the parade will be veterans’ Tableau by Indian Air Force. It will provide a glimpse of
veterans’ contributions for the Nation.

Special Guests

Around 10,000 people from all walks of the society have been invited to witness the RDP 2026 at Kartavya
Path as Special Guests this year. People with exemplary work in connection with income and employment
generation, technology, innovation, start-ups, Self Help Groups, best performers under key government
initiatives have been identified with help of departments concerned and invited to witness the ceremony.

SI. No. | Category

Winners of World Athletic Para Championship

1.

Farmers practicing natural farming
2.

Best performing farmers who received subsidies for cultivating pulses, oil seeds & maize under
3 “Pulses Self-Reliance Mission”.

4. | Transgender and beggar rehabilitated under PM SMILE scheme
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11.

12.

13.

14.
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Beneficiaries of DAJGUA scheme

Trained MAITRI (Multipurpose Al Technician in Rural India) individuals providing animal
husbandry services to farmers and improving cattle breeding services

Heads/CEOs of companies who received incentives for Hydrogen production and Electrolyser
manufacturing under the SIGHT (Strategic Intervention for Green Hydrogen Transition) program
in National Green Hydrogen Mission

Best performing Scientists/Technical persons involved in recent ISRO missions like Gaganyaan,
Chandrayaan etc.

Best Researchers/Innovators in the field of Isotope production for medical, industrial &
agricultural applications

Researchers/Scientists under Deep Ocean Mission

Best performing Students trained in Atal Tinkering Laboratories under Atal Innovation Mission

Winners of different international sports tournaments

Women producer groups provided training, loans and market linkages for dairy or organic
farming under PM Dhan Dhaanya Krishi Yojana

Best performing artisans trained under Khadi Vikas Yojana

Beneficiaries of PM JANMAN scheme



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
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Adi Karmayogi, Adi Sahyogi & Adi Saathi engaged to empower tribal citizens by providing
knowledge and awareness in various fields like health, innovation, education etc.

Individuals, Private Companies, FPO, MSME etc. which got loan from Animal Husbandry
Infrastructure Development Fund

Best performing Startups/MSME under Semicon India Programme

Best performing Scientists/Technical persons from DRDO working in key projects

Best performing Biotech Startups/Entrepreneurs under Bio E3 Policy

Best performing MSME:s that received capital from Self Reliant India (SRI) Fund

Unorganized sector workers receiving pension under PM Shramyogi Maandhan Yojana

FPO (Farmer Producer Organizations) benefitted from Agri Market Infrastructure Fund

Women entrepreneur, Divyaang, SC & STs, ex-serviceman who received special incentives to
open Janaushadhi Kendras under Pradhan Mantri Janaushadhi Pariyojana

Best performing shopkeepers/traderssMSMEs who have transferred GST 2.0 benefits to the
customers

Best performing Start-ups in the field of Innovation, Space, Medical etc.



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

Newspaper Clippings, 17-19/01/2026, Vol. 51, No. 013

Winners of Veer Gatha project

Sarpanches of Panchayats which achieved saturation in Central Govt. Schemes

Rural people who received pucca house under PM Awaas Yojana Grameen scheme

Farmers provided financial protection against crop loss due to natural disaster, pests &
diseases under Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana

Best performing Women artisans trained under Mahila Coir Yojana

Best performing Anganwadi workers of Mission Saksham Anganwadi & Poshan 2.0

Street vendors benefitted from PM SVANidhi (Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi) scheme

Best performing Artisans, sportspersons, tribal people, entrepreneurs, singers, dancers etc.
from North Eastern region

Women entrepreneurs which received loans through PM Mudra Yojana

Construction workers from Border Road Organization(BRO)

Water warriors under National Mission for Clean Ganga
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39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.
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Beneficiaries of National Minorities Development & Finance Corporation (NMDFC)

Best performing interns of PM Internship Scheme

Children who are winners of National School Band Competition

Best performing Workers/ Volunteers of National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)

Best performing Primary Agricultural Credit Society (PACS)

Best performing My Bharat Volunteers

Best performing Women of Self Help Group under NRLM, Lakhpati Didi

Best performing Artisans & craftspeople trained under PM Vishwakarma scheme

Construction workers of Kartvya Bhawan

People from rural households, poor & marginalized communities, SC & ST majority villages,
Vulnerable tribal groups etc. received tap water connection under Jal Jeevan Mission

Best performing Intellectual Property (IP) Holders i.e. Patents, Design, Copyright, Trade Mark
etc.

Participants of ‘Mann ki Baat’

Women beneficiaries under Self Help Group Livelihood Component of SEED.
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Foreign delegates & accompanying Indian contingent of Youth Exchange Programme (YEP)-

>1. 2026.

52. | International & Indian Monk delegations attending 2nd Global Buddhist Summit 2026.

Medal winners of international Olympiad on Astronomy and Astrophysics, Junior (IOAA, Jr)

>3. 2025.

These special guests will be prominently seated at Kartavya Path.

Tableaux

A total of 30 Tableaux (17 from States/ UTs and 13 from Ministries/Departments/ Services) will roll down
the Kartavya Path this year:

Name of the State/UT &

SI. No. Ministry/Department Theme
Assam
1. Ashirakandi: The craft village
Chhattisgarh Mantra of Freedom: Vande Mataram
2.
Gujarat Swatantrata ka Mantra — Vande Mataram
3.
Himachal Pradesh Hlmachal Pradesh — Dev Bhoomi is equally Veer
4 Bhoomi
Jammu & Kashmir Handicrafts and Folk Dances of Jammu and Kashmir
5.
6. |Kerala Water Metro & 100% Digital : Atmanirbhar Kerala for
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.
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Mabharashtra

Manipur

Nagaland

QOdisha

Puducherry

Rajasthan

Tamil Nadu

Uttar Pradesh

West Bengal

Madhya Pradesh

DSL - DESIDOC

Atmanirbhar Bharat

Ganeshotsav: A Symbol of Atmanirbharta

Towards Prosperity: From Fields International Markets

The Hornbill Festival — Celebrating Culture, Tourism &
Self-Reliance

Soil to Silicon: Rooted in Tradition, Rising with
Innovation

Puducherry’s rich Heritage of Craft, Culture and
Auroville’s Vision

Camel Hide and Golden Art.

Mantra of Prosperity: Self-Reliant India - EV
Manufacturing Hub

Culture of Bundelkhand

Bengal in the Freedom Movement of India

‘Punyashlok’ Lokmata Devi Ahilyabai Holkar



17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
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Punjab

Air HQrs

Naval HQrs

Department of Military Affairs

Ministry of Culture

Deptt. of School Education &
Literacy

M/o AYUSH

M/o Home Affairs

(NDMA & NDRF)

M/o Home Affairs

(BPRD)

M/o Housing & Urban Affairs
(CPWD)

DSL - DESIDOC

350t Martyrdom Day of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji

Veteran Tableau — Nation Building through War

Samudra Se Samridhi

Tri-Services Tableau — Operation Sindoor, Victory
through Jointness

Vande Mataram: The Soul-Cry of a Nation

National Education Policy 2020: Rocketing Indian School
Education on the Path to Vikshit Bharat

AYUSH ka Tantra, Swasthya ka Mantra

Bhuj 25 Years Commemoration

Jan Kendrit Nyay Pranali — Enactment of the Three New
Laws — 2023

Vande Mataram ke 150 Saal

(Floral Tableau)

10
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M/o Information & Broadcasting
27. Bharat Katha: Shruti, Kriti, Drishti

SVAMITVA Scheme — Atmanirbhar Panchayat se Samriddh

28 M/o Panchayati Raj evam Atmanirbhar Bharat
M/o Power Prakash Ganga — Powering an Atmanirbhar and Vikshit
Bharat
29.
India’s Path to Self-Reliance and Future Readiness Powered
30 M/o Skill Development & by Skills.

Entrepreneurship

Cultural Performance

Approx 2,500 cultural artists will perform on Kartvyapath this year. The theme of the performance is

“TIAAT BT 7T — I< AT and “THfg BT 7 — FAMH YRA”. The creative team shall comprise Shri
M.M. Keeravani as Music Director, Shri Subhash Sehgal as Lyricist, Shri Anupam Kher as Narrator, and
Shri Santosh Nair as Choreographer, under the overall supervision and direction of Dr. Sandhya Purecha.
Creative design and costumes shall be handled by Smt. Sandhya Raman.

Unique naming of enclosures for RDP/BR 2026

Nomenclature of Enclosures for RDP-2026 is based on the River, flowing across the nation, i.e. Beas,
Brahmaputra, Chambal, Chenab, Gandak, Ganga, Ghagra, Godavari, Sindhu, Jhelum, Kaveri, Kosi, Krishna,
Mahanadi, Narmada, Pennar, Periyar, Ravi, Sone, Sutlej, Teesta, Vaigai, and Yamuna.

Similarly, For Beating Retreat Ceremony 2026, naming of enclosures will be based on Indian Instruments
I.e. Bansuri, Damaru, Ektara, Esraj, Mridangam, Nagada, Pakhawaj, Santoor, Sarangi, Sarinda, Sarod,
Shehnai, Sitar, Surbahar, Tabla and Veena.

National School Band Competition

The Ministry of Education in collaboration with Ministry of Defence conducted a National School Band
Competition at an All-India level for Republic Day Celebrations-2026 in order to evoke a feeling of oneness,
belonging and a deep sense of pride in school children towards their school and country. Around 763 school
bands from 33 different States/UTs took part in the competition wherein around 18013 students participated.

The levels of National School Band Competition are as under: -

* Level 1: State Level — conducted by States/UTs.
* Level 2: Zonal Level — States/UTs were divided into 04 zones.
* Level 3: National Level (Final) — Performance at National Stadium, New Delhi.

DSL - DESIDOC 11
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First two levels of competition have already been conducted and the Final level event would be conducted at
Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium (MDCNS), New Delhi on 24 January, 2026.

A total 16 Bands selected from 15 States/UTs of India would perform during the Nation level event in
MDCN Stadium. These finalist teams will be given prizes and some of the winners will also witness the
Republic Day Parade at Kartvaya Path on 26t J anuary, 2026. One of winners team will be part of static band

in front of dais to play Vande Mataram.

Veer Gatha 5.0

The Fifth edition of Project Veer Gatha was organized as a part of Republic Day Celebrations-2026 to inspire
and spread awareness among children about the gallant deeds and sacrifices of the Armed Forces in the form
of poem, paragraph/essay writing, painting, drawing, multi-media presentation on the topics like Gallantry
Awards Winner/Rani Lakshmibai as role model, the 1857 struggle, role of tribal uprising in freedom
struggle. The event was organised by Ministry of Defence in collaboration with Ministry of Education from
08.09.2025 to 10.11.2025. A total of approx. 1.92 crore school students have participated at pan India and a
total of 100 school students have been declared winners of the Veer Gatha 5.0. These winners will be
felicitated in New Delhi. They will also attend the Republic Day Parade at Kartavya Path.

Rashtraparv Portal

To facilitate citizens to have ease in information and getting access to witness the various events on Republic
Day Celebrations — 2026 viz. booking tickets, getting location of the seating and parking arrangements etc. a
comprehensive mobile App (on Apple play and Msewa) and Portal “Rashtraparv Portal” has been developed
and will serve as a focus point for all the details relating events like RDP and BTR.

Couples in Traditional Attires

Invitation to minimum 50 Delhi based couples from each State/UT dressed in their traditional attires are
being invited to witness the RDC-2026.

Fly-past

A fly-past by the aircraft of the Indian Air Force used to be a regular feature of the Republic Day Parade.
This is a very popular item and the public look forward to see the fly-past, which is the grand finale to the
Parade. This year, a total of 29 Aircraft of Armed forces will participate in various formation in RDC - 2026.

Bharat Parv

‘Bharat Parv’ will be organised at the Red Fort, Delhi from January 26-31, 2026 by the Ministry of Tourism.
It will showcase Republic Day Tableaux, Regional Cuisine Display & Sale, Handicraft & Handloom, Culture
& Heritage Performances, Central Ministries Stalls and Citizen Engagement Zone. The Tableaux, which will
be showcased at the Red Fort as a part of ‘Bharat Parv’ are Chandigarh, Ladakh, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar,
Delhi, Goa, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Tripura, Uttarakhand and DRDO.

E-invitation

This year also, the invitation to the various dignitaries would be issued in electronic mode through the
dedicated portal www.e-invitation.mod.gov.in. This ensured the whole process to be more secure &
paperless and enabled people from all parts of the country to attend this national event.

E-ticket

In order to ensure maximum Janbhagidari, the number of seats for public has been increased. Accordingly,
number of tickets for public has been increased which were available for online booking through

DSL - DESIDOC 12


http://www.e-invitation.mod.gov.in/

Newspaper Clippings, 17-19/01/2026, Vol. 51, No. 013

www.aamantran.mod.gov.in as well as “Aamantran App” (available for download on MSewa/Apple app
Store) and through offline counters at various locations including two major DMRC stations, from 5th
January to 14th January, 2026, Additionally, free entry for RDP- FDR will be made to 10,000 initial
registrations.

Park & Ride and Metro Facility

Free of cost Park & Ride and Metro Facility would be provided to the public for witnessing the Republic

Day Parade. Metro will be operational on 26 January, 2026. Guests and ticketholders may avail metro
facility free of cost by showing their invitation/ticket. Free of cost Park & Ride bus facility may be availed
by the guests and ticketholders from JLN Stadium and Palika Bazaar Parking area.

Post-event Swachhata Campaign

A post-event Swachhata Campaign in coordination with My Bharat Volunteers and NCC cadets covering a
whole stretch of Kartavya Path have been planned and will be operated accordingly.

Convenience of citizen

Delhi Metro will start its operation from 3 AM in the morning and is free of cost with RDC invitation/tickets.
QR codes are available with tickets as well as invitation. All enclosures are accessible and Divyang friendly
with ramp facility. There will be volunteers from NCC and My Bharat to guide the guests. Drinking water,
toilet facility and first aid booths will be available. Rain ponchoes will be provided as rain contingency
measure for all the visitors.

PM’s NCC Rally

As per practice, PM’s NCC rally is scheduled to be organised at Cariappa Parade Ground, Delhi Cantt. on

28th January 2026 where the Prime Minister reviews the multifarious activities of the NCC. The Prime
Minister will also meet NCC Cadets, NSS Volunteers, Youth Exchange programme cadets, Tableaux Artists,
Tribal Guests, etc. of Republic Day Celebrations-2026 after the rally.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2215498&reg=3&lang=1

*

ICGS Sankalp's port call at Port Louis, Mauritius as Part of
Overseas Deployment in Indian Ocean Region
Source: PIB Dt. 17 Jan 2026

Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Sankalp, an Offshore Patrol Vessel, arrived at Port Louis, Mauritius on
January 17, 2026 as part of its ongoing Overseas Deployment to Friendly Foreign Countries in the Indian
Ocean Region. The visit reflects India’s continued commitment to strengthening maritime cooperation,
enhancing interoperability and further deepening bilateral ties with Mauritius.

The deployment is in line with India’s maritime vision of SAGAR - Security and Growth for All in the
Region- which seeks to promote regional maritime safety, security and environmental protection. In keeping
with the Indian Coast Guard’s emphasis on gender inclusivity in maritime operations, two women officers
are embarked onboard ICGS Sankalp, underscoring their expanding role in the service and India’s
commitment to women empowerment in the maritime domain.

DSL - DESIDOC 13


https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2215498&reg=3&lang=1
http://www.aamantran.mod.gov.in/

Newspaper Clippings, 17-19/01/2026, Vol. 51, No. 013

During its stay at Port Louis, the ship will undertake a series of professional interactions with the National
Coast Guard of Mauritius and other maritime agencies of Mauritius. These interactions are aimed at sharing
best practices and strengthening cooperation in key operational domains.

A comprehensive training programme has been planned, including sea and harbour drills, oil pollution
response exercises, damage control (NBCD) exercises, as well as firefighting drills. The training activities
will also include Visit, Board, Search and Seizure (VBCC) joint training, navigation bridge and Machinery
Control Room (MCR) integration drills to enhance operational coordination and readiness.

In addition to operational engagements, the port call will feature friendly sports fixtures and cultural
exchanges to promote camaraderie and people-to-people connect. The crew will also participate in
community service activities, reflecting India’s approach of constructive outreach and goodwill. The visit
will further provide an opportunity to showcase India’s indigenous shipbuilding capabilities, supporting the
vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat.

The visit of ICGS Sankalp reinforces India’s role as a reliable maritime partner in the Indian Ocean Region
and highlights the Indian Coast Guard’s commitment to maritime safety, security, capacity building and
environmental protection, while strengthening bilateral relations with Mauritius.

On completion of its visit to Mauritius, ICGS Sankalp will sail for Seychelles as part of its continuing
Overseas Deployment in the Indian Ocean Region, further expanding India’s maritime outreach and
cooperation with key island nations.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2215731&reg=3&lang=1

*

Secretary (Defence Production) to lead Indian delegation to
Kenya for 3rd India-Kenya Defence Exhibition & Seminar
Source: PIB, Dt. 17 Jan 2026

A four-member Indian delegation, led by Secretary (Defence Production) Shri Sanjeev Kumar will be on an
official visit to Kenya from January 19 to 21, 2026. The Secretary (Defence Production) will represent
India's defence manufacturing and export ecosystem at the third India—Kenya Defence Exhibition and
Seminar organised under the Brand India scheme of Department of Defence Production, scheduled to be
held in Nairobi on January 19, 2026.

The event will witness participation from 20 Indian defence companies from both public and private sectors,
showcasing a wide range of defence products and services. The High Commissioner of India to Kenya Dr
Adarsh Swaika will also attend the event. The visit reflects the Government of India's vision to strengthen
defence industrial cooperation and exports.

During the visit, the Secretary (Defence Production) will also hold meetings with the officials of the
Government of Kenya and Kenya Defence Forces. The focus of the bilateral meetings will be on promoting
India's indigenous defence manufacturing capabilities and exploring opportunities for mutual collaboration.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2215693 &reg=3&lang=1

*
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INDIAN NAVY'S FIRST TRAINING SQUADRON ARRIVES AT
CHANGI NAVAL BASE, SINGAPORE

The visit aligns with ASEAN-India maritime cooperation and India’s current
leadership of IONS

Source: PIB, Dt. 17 Jan 2026

Indian Navy's First Training Squadron (1TS), comprising INS Tir, INS Shardul, INS Sujata, and Indian
Coast Guard Ship Sarathi, arrived at Changi Naval Base, Singapore, on 15 Jan 2026. The squadron is on a
training deployment to the South East Indian Ocean Region (IOR).

The deployment gains added significance as the year 2026 is being celebrated as the ‘Association
of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) — India Year of Maritime Cooperation 2026’.

During the visit, personnel from the Indian Navy and the Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) will engage in
several harbour activities and professional interactions aimed at capability enhancement and augmenting
maritime cooperation. A series of structured training exchanges, joint yoga sessions, and sports fixtures
between trainees of both the Navies are also planned.

Cultural interactions will feature performances by the Indian Naval Band at prominent public locations in
Singapore. The ships will be open for visits by school children during their stay.

On arrival, Dr Shilpak Ambule, High Commissioner of India to Singapore, interacted with the trainees of
ITS. Senior Officer 1TS and Commanding Officers also called on the Commander of the Maritime Training
and Doctrine Command (MTDC). Professional experiences were shared during a visit by a team of
International Liaison Officers from the Information Fusion Centre.

Day 2 of the visit saw community engagements and interactions with the Republic of Singapore Navy. Visits
to the Information Fusion Centre and RSN Museum, friendly sports fixtures, and an outreach activity at Sree
Narayana Old Age and Nursing Home were some of the highlights.

The visit reinforces strong maritime partnerships and sustained engagement with Southeast Asian nations in
furtherance of India’s Act East Policy. It also enhances maritime security cooperation between the two
Navies, underscoring India’s leadership and commitment to the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium
(IONS), while signifying a vital step in strengthening maritime cooperative engagement in line with the
vision of MAHASAGAR (Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and Growth Across
Regions).
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https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2215591&req=3&lang=1

*

Govt is committed to achieving Aatmanirbharta in
ammunition manufacturing & make the country a global
production hub: Raksha Mantri

Source: PIB Dt. 18 Jan 2026

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh has voiced Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi-led Government’s
commitment to achieving Aatmanirbharta in ammunition manufacturing and make the country a global
production hub in the field. Inaugurating the Medium Caliber Ammunition Manufacturing Facility at the
Solar Defence & Aerospace Limited in Nagpur, Maharashtra on January 19, 2026, he recalled the time when
ammunition shortages hampered the country’s defence preparedness with the Government realising the need
to become self-reliant in the field.

The facility, inaugurated by Raksha Mantri, is a fully automated plant manufacturing 30mm ammunition
which is extensively used by the Indian Army and the Indian Navy. He had also visited the Pinaka Rocket
manufacturing facility and flagged-off the first tranche of Guided Pinaka rockets to Armenia.

Commending the contribution of the private sector in making the defence sector Aatmanirbhar, Raksha
Mantri stated that the nation is steadily marching forward in ammunition production as it is manufacturing
quality and reliable products. He made special mention of the handing over of the Multi-Mode Hand
Grenade, a fully Indian-made ammunition manufactured by the private sector, to the Indian Army in 2021.
He added that Nagastra drones, manufactured by the Solar Group, were successfully used during Operation
Sindoor, as it accurately struck terrorist targets, thereby proving its strategic capability. He appreciated the
development of more advanced versions of Nagastra, exuding confidence that the weapons will prove
extremely lethal to the nation’s enemies if needed in the future.

Shri Rajnath Singh said that the successful test launch of 'Bhargavastra' Counter Drone System, being
developed by the Solar Company, showcases the technological capabilities of the private sector. He added
that the exports of Pinaka missiles developed at the facility have begun, demonstrating the capabilities of the
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defence industry in further strengthening the export potential of the country. India is no longer just an
importer but is rapidly moving towards becoming an exporter, he said.

Raksha Mantri termed Operation Sindoor as an example of how important self-reliance is for the nation. He
emphasised that wars are becoming increasingly complex, which demands a nation to prepare itself on a war
footing. “New methods of warfare are emerging. Wars are no longer confined to borders. Areas such as
energy, trade, tariffs, supply chains, technology, and information have also become new dimensions of
conflict. The importance of border vigilance and latest weapons and technologies has increased. Irrespective
of the nature of war, the need of a robust defence industrial base will always remain. In such a situation,
increased private sector's involvement in manufacturing and research & development is the need of the
hour,” he added.

Shri Rajnath Singh stressed that the Government is focusing on ensuring that the private sector’s role in
defence manufacturing reaches 50% or more in the coming times. The capabilities and innovations of the
private sector clearly demonstrate its full potential, he said, expressing confidence that the goal will soon be
achieved. “The Government is making every effort to strengthen the private sector and promote domestic
vendors. We have decided to gradually indigenise our platforms, systems, and subsystems. Even for those
things that we cannot manufacture, a provision for at least 50% indigenous content has been made. As a
result of these efforts, we have been successful in increasing our indigenous content in many areas. This has
also boosted the morale of the private sector,” he said.

Enumerating the results achieved due to the Government’s consistent push towards self-reliance, Raksha
Mantri stated that the domestic defence production, which was only Rs 46,425 crore in 2014, has grown to a
record approx. Rs 1.51 lakh crore today. He added that over Rs 33,000 crore of this contribution comes from
the private sector, indicating that private industries are becoming partners in achieving the goal of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat. He further said that due to the increasing participation of the private sector, India's
defence exports, which were less than Rs 1,000 crore ten years ago, have now reached a record Rs 24,000
crore.

Shri Rajnath Singh pointed out that India possesses a unique and effective blend of both public & private
sectors in its defence manufacturing ecosystem, calling it the nation’s greatest strength. “We have capable
and experienced public sector institutions, along with a strong & rapidly growing private companies. This
balance is quite rare. There is a need to deepen this synergy, further enhance the capabilities of the private
sector, constantly update them, and provide them with new technology, new opportunities, and new
responsibilities, so that they can move forward in tandem with the public sector. The two sectors must
complement each other, recognise each other's strengths, and utilise them for the national benefit,” he added.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2215884&reg=3&lang=1

*

INDIAN NAVY CONCLUDES JOINT SERVICES MULTI-SPECIALITY
MEDICAL CAMP AT THE LAKSHADWEEP ISLANDS

Source: PIB Dt. 18 Jan 2026

The Indian Navy successfully concluded the five-day Joint Services Multi-Speciality Medical Camp across
the Lakshadweep Islands on 16 Jan 2026. Conducted at Kavaratti, Agatti, Amini, Androth, and Minicoy
islands, the camp reaffirmed the Armed Forces’ commitment to delivering quality healthcare and preventive
services to remote island communities through seamless inter-services cooperation. The camp was
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inaugurated on 12 Jan 2026 (https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=2214127) and was
strongly supported by the civil administration and healthcare echelons of the Union Territory of
Lakshadweep.

The camp witnessed an overwhelming response, 4,719 patients availed specialist and super-specialist
consultations. For the first time in Lakshadweep, a medical camp of this scale offered an expanded range of
specialists and super-specialists, significantly improving access to advanced healthcare. The team included
experts in Neurology, Cardiology, Nephrology, Endocrinology and Gastroenterology, supported by
specialists from Medicine, Surgery, ENT, Ophthalmology, Dermatology, Dental Surgery, Radiology and
Community Medicine.

Rapid deployment of medical teams and equipment, along with the establishment of fully functional medical
facilities on each island, underscored the high level of coordination and jointness among the three Services.
Planned airlift and sea lift of personnel and sensitive medical equipment demonstrated effective inter-
services synergy.

Comprehensive medical and surgical services were delivered across all islands. A total of 51 general surgical
procedures were performed, reducing the need for referrals to mainland hospitals. In ophthalmology, 71
cataract surgeries were conducted, restoring vision for numerous elderly patients. Advanced diagnostics
included over 50 endoscopic procedures, more than 50 echocardiographic examinations, and multiple
treadmill tests for cardiac evaluation. Radiology services recorded over 250 ultrasound examinations, while
more than 100 dental procedures and over 30 minor dermatological procedures were carried out. All services
and medicines were provided free of cost.

As a lasting contribution, the Indian Navy donated two ECG machines to healthcare facilities at Agatti and
Amini. Extensive Information, Education and Communication (IEC) activities were also conducted,
covering preventive health, healthy lifestyle practices, cancer awareness, mental wellness and Basic Life
Support (BLS) training.

Widely appreciated by the people of Lakshadweep and the Union Territory administration, the Joint Services
Multi-Speciality Medical Camp stood out for its scale, professionalism and tangible impact. By delivering
advanced medical care and strengthening preventive health awareness through a unified tri-services effort,
the Indian Armed Forces once again reaffirmed their unwavering commitment to the health and well-being
of citizens in remote regions of the nation.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2215820&reg=3&lang=1

*
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India defends decision to skip Brics naval drill
Source: The Times of India, Dt. 18 Jan 2026

“India defends decision to sk1p Brics naval drill

~‘Purely A South African Initiative,
~ Not All Members Took Part’

Times News NETWORK

i New Delhi: The Indian govt
i has defended its decision to
i not participate in the “Brics
i Naval Exercise”, saying it
i was purely a South African
i initiative in which not all
i+ Brics members took part.

: The naval exercise was
¢ nota regular or institutional-
i ised Brics activity, said the
¢ ministry of external affairs.
“India has not participa-
i ted in previous such activit-
¢ ies, The regular exercise that
i Indiaisapartof inthisconte-

xt s the IBSAMAR (India-Br-
azil-South Africa Maritime)
exercise that brings together
thenaviesof India, Braziland
South Africa. The last edition
of IBSAMAR was held in Oct
2024," said MEA spokesp-
erson Randhir Jaiswal.

The ministry was respon-
ding to queries related to In-
dia's absence from the “so-
called Brics naval exercise”.
India will hold chairship of
Brics in 2026 and external af-
fairs minister S Jaishankar
said last week that the group-
ing of emerging markets and

File photo of a Russian vessel arn\rmg at the Simon’s ann mnral base
ahead of the joint naval exercise in South Africa’s Cape Town

developing economies re-
mained an important forum
for greater dialogue and co-
operation, and practical re-
sponses, taking into account
different national priorities

*®

and stages of development.
The joint exercise held in
South African waters includ:
ed the navies of China, Rus-
sla, Iran, Egypt, Indonesia,
Saudi Arabia and the United

Indonesia joining in 2025.

Arab Emirates (UAE). The
week-long military wargame
took place amid increasing
tensions in Iran over possible
military strikes on the coun-
try following its crackdown
on anti-govt protesters.

UUS President Donald Tr-
ump has repeatedly attacked
Brics for looking to challenge
American economic hegemo-
ny by moving away from the
US dollar India, however,
maintainsthatit willnotback®
any BRICS push for “de-dol-
larisation”, Originally comp-
rising Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa, Br-
ics expanded in 2024 to inclu-
de Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Sau-
di Arabia and the UAE, with

10 AE # 13 R0 &6 18 YEIME T UgeN HRAT AT

Source: Navbharat Times, Dt. 19 Jan 2026
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No decision yet on Su-57 ; HAL awaits Russian team’s report

on cost
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Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 19 Jan 2026

No decision yet on
Su-57: HAL awaits
Russian team’s
report on cost

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, January 18

A RUSSIAN team studying the
feasibility of manufacturing
the fifth-generation Su-57
stealth fighter aircraft in India
is expected to submit a report
ontheoverall cost that Hindus-
tan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
will incur if both countries de-
cideto proceed with the project,
The Indian Express has learnt.

According to sources, the
cost report, which is expected
this month, will provide a clear
picture of the quantum of ex-
penditure needed to manufac-
ture the Russian fifth-gener-
ation fighter jets in India,
including advanced rechno-
logies, human resource, infra-
structure, and supply chain de-
velopment. The Russian team,
which includes representatives
from the Sukhoi Design Bureau
among defence entities, had
sent a report to HAL around
two months ago, highlighting
that HAL already has half the
infrastructure in place to pro-
duce the fifth-generation air-
craftin India.

Sources said this became
possible because HAL has been
producing the Su-30 fighter air-
craft. An Inter-Governmental
Agreement for licence produc-
tion of the Su-30MKI in India
was signed in December 2000,

HAL's Nashik division
houses the final assembly line
for Su-30MKI fighters. Its Kora-
put division looks after the
licensed production and over-
haul of AL-31FP turbofan en-
gines, while the Strategic Elec-
tronics Factory (SEF) in
Kasaragod, Kerala, manufac-
tures avionics components for
the Su-30MKIs.

The exercise is an initiative
of HAL in order to get an esti-
mate oftheinvestments and its
capacity if this fighter jet were
to be produced in India.

Officials clarified to The In-
dian Express that the govern-
ment has not yet taken acallon
which fifth-generation fighter
jet would be acquired from a
global defence major if it

Al aneae to Bl tha ranin tha Tne

Taeoft gfORIR, foham IR

A e

Fifth-generation
aircraft leap

Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
already hashalf the infras-
tructure in place to produce
the fifth-generation aircraft
inIndiaas it has been pro-
ducing the Su-30 fighter air-
craft. However, the govern-
menthas notyet taken acall
onwhich fifth-generation
fighter jetwould be acquired
froma global defence major
before its own indigenous
fifth-generation fighter jet,
the Advanced Medium Com-
bat Aircraft, is finally
inducted in the next decade,

Advanced Medium Combat
Adrcraft, is finally inducted in
the nextdecade.

At a recent event, Air
Marshal Ashutosh Dixit, Chief
of Integrated Defence Staff
(CISC), said there is a gap of
about eight to 10 years until
India acquires its own fifth-
generation aircraft.

“We are thinking right now
how that gap (in fighter squad-
ron strength) can be filled.
There are various options. 1
can't list the platform. We are
still working that out,” he had
said, adding that fifth-gener-
ation capability was being de-
liberated upon.

Incase India does procurea
limited number of squadrons
of a fifth-generation fighter jet
from a foreign defence major as
a stopgap arrangement until
the arrival of AMCA, it has two
key options: the Russian Su-
57E and the American F-35
stealth aircraft. Both were

showcased at the Aero India 4+

2025 in Bengaluru last year.
InOctober last year, Russian
Ambassador Denis Alipov had
indicated that Moscow was
willing to support India's
AMCA programme by way of
local production of the Su-57.
There has been noofficial word
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Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 19 Jan 2026
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Pvt defence sector driving India’s arms export

push: Rajnath

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 18 Jan 2026

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during the inauguration of a fullly automated
ammunition manufacturing facility in Nagpur on Sunday. ani

Pvt defence sector
driving Indias armms
export push: Rajnath

NAGPUR, TANUARY 18

Wars have become increasing-
1y complex and are no longer
Imited to territorial borders,
with energy; trade, tariffs, sup-
prly chains, technology and
inforrmation now forrming part
of new battlefronts, Defence
Minister Rajnath Smgh said
heré on Sunday.

Addressing the inaugural
ceremony of a medium-cali-
bre ammunition facility at
Solar Defence and Aerospace
Limited, Singh said there was
a timme when defence produc-
tion was confined to the pub-
lic sector and private partici-
Ppation was scarcely imagined.

He flagged off the first
tranche of guided Pinalka rock-
ets manufactured by the Solar
Group for export to Armenia.

The private sector had the
capacity and potential, but its
participation had not been at
the desired scale, he said.
There were challenges and
doubts over private defence
production as India mowved
towards “atmanirbharta’, but
the Present government
ope'ned up the sector by chang-
ing policies and simplifying
Processes, having full faith in
private industry’s potential.

“This is resulting in better
guality, improved timelines,
higher productivity and
faster delivery. Our defence
ecosysterm has strengthened

*
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significantly. The scientific
temperament and techno.
gy-driven approach devel-
oped by the private defence
sector is laudable,”” he said.

Singh said the private sector
was now ahead of the public
sector in research and develop-
ment. India is moving rapidly
towards becoming a major
arms exporter, he added.

Recalling earlier shortages in
ammunition supply;, Singh said
the governmment had achieved
self-reliance in the sector, and
lauded the Solar Group’s
defence production capabili-
ties, including Pinaka missiles
and the WNagastra drone used in
Operation Sindoox

The govermnment’s ambi-
tion was to make India a glob-
al hub for ammunition pro-
duction, he said.

“Wars are becoming increas-
ingly complex and their intensi-
ty is rising continuously: In
such a scenario, war prepared-
ness must be on a war footing.
The nature of warfare is chang-
ing rapidly, with new methods
emerging that were never part
of traditional war;”” Singh said.

““Wars are nmnow not litnited to
borders but its effect are felt
directly by the common public.
Energy, trade, tariff, supply

-chains, technology and infor-

mation have become the new
dimensions of conflict,”” he
added. —PT1I
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Several

military equipment roi . .
consideration, says MEA projects with japan under

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 18 Jan 2026

< everal military equipment
projects with Japan under
consideration, says MEA

Ajay BANERFS TOKYO TO INVITE 500
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 17 Al PROFESSIONALS

India and Japan on Friday = Japan plans to invit 500
discussed several defence

: : skilled Al professionals from
equipment projects, howev- India by 2030 to promote
er, progress hinges upon joint research and innova-
Tokyo's easing of export tion, officials said.
regulatory controls. m As part of the new “Japan-

«Defence cooperation with india Al Cooperation Initia-
Japan is animportant elemment, tive”, both sides agreed 1o
and there are several projects

set up a “Japanindia Al
under consideration,” MEA Strategic Dialogue” 1o facili-
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal tate research partnerships,
had said yeste‘[‘daywhen asked academic exchanges & tech
about defence-related discus- collaborations in the field.

sion between EAM S Jais-
hankar and his Japanese coun-
terpart Toshimitsu Motegi.

Sources said Parliament of
Japan lays down strict rules for
the transfer of technology, and
India seeks easing of this regu-
latory framework as Japan
holds cutting edge technology
in submarines, aero-engines
and fighter jets, all of which
India needs, and quickly.

In a statement on the Jais-
hankarToshimitsu talks, the
MEA on Saturday said the two
ministers reviewed the entire
gamut of multi-faceted rela-
tions, including supply chain
resilience in critical sectors,

investment, trade, technology
and innovation, and defence.

In the past decade, there have
been two failed military equip-
ment proposals — one on mak-
ing conventional submarines
and otheron a sea-plane.

Now, the sea plane is back in
focus. Last week, the MoD
asked international companies
to supply four specialised
amphibious planes that can
land and take off from sea. The
MoD wants to take four such
aircraft on lease for four years.
The ‘US-2’ plane by the Japan-
ese ShinMaywa Industriesisin
reckoning for this leasing.
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Want India to be global ammo hub ; Rajnath

Source: The Economic Times , Dt. 19 Jan 2026

- .

FLAGS OFF PINAKA ROCKETS EXPORT TO ARMENIA

Want India
to be Global
Ammo Hub:

Defence minister inavgurates Medium Caliber
Ammunition Manufacturing Facility at Solar
Defence & Aerospace Limited on Sunday — 1ANS

Manu Pubby

Nagpur: India is looking at becoming a global
hub for ammunition production, defence mini-
ster Rajnath Singhsaid on Sunday, even as he ma-
deastrong casefor the privatesectorto drastical-
1y increase capacity to meet both domestic and
exportdemands.

The minister, who flagged off the first export
consignment of Guided Pinaka rockets, said that
the Indian private sector should increase its sha-
reinnationaldefence production toatleast 50 per
cent, noting that private companies have de-
monstrated flexibility and agility, especially
when it comes to research and development.

“We have tomoveforward with aspiritof coope-
ration, not competition. Our endeavour is to en-
sure that both the public and private sectors mo-
ve forward with this spirit, complement each
other, recognise each other's strengths and utili-
sethem in the nationalinterest,” Singh said,

The minister

- e ﬂa.ggill
Giventhe a r-cunslgmng Bont
currentgeo- of Fimaka rock:

e Defence and Ae-
. . m'!tlcal rospace (SDAL)
situation, Indianeeds (o Armenia, the

toremain pfepared tomer for the

long-range sy-

for alleventualities: ~ stem-

7 He also com-
Defence minister mended the pri-
vate sector for
accelerating Indian defence exports. “As a result
of the increasing participationof the private sec-
tor, India’s defence exports, which were less than
1,000 crore tenyearsago, havetoday increased to
a record 724,000 crore,” Singh said, adding that
the indigenous Nagastra loitering munition
supplied by SDAL was used effective for targeted
strikes during Operation Sindoor:

“This drone proved its strategic capability by
accurately striking terrorist targets harbouring
enemies. I am confident that these weapons will
prove extremely lethal for our ehemies, if nee-
ded, in the futureas well,” hesaid.

Singhsaidthat given the current geopolitical si-
tuation, India needs to remain prepared for all

mrravtisnlitine nemA n malerad Aafasan ves s faabas
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Mega Rafale deal with france gets key nod

Source: The Economic Times , Dt. 18 Jan 2026
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AHEAD OF PRESIDENT MACRON'S VISIT

Mega Rafale
Deal With France
Gets Key Nod

Additional fighter jets likely to meet
shortfall in IAF; Will head

-powered DACne

Manu Pubby

MNew Delhi: Amega de-
al for acqui-
ring addi-
tional Rafa- le figh-
ter jets has moved ahead, with a
key clearance given by the defen-
ceministry. Theair force's propo-
sal for 114 additional aireraft will
now head to the Defence Acquisi-
tion Council (DAC), the top deci-
sion making body within the mi-
nistry of defence.

Sources said the statement of ca-
se moved by the air force, which
includes the operational necessi-
ty of the aireraft, the indigenisa-
tion elements, categorisation and
finaneial implications, has been
given agoahead.

In the next step, the DAC will ex-
amine the case and accord the ac-
ceptance of necessity (AoN),
which will pave the way for dee-
per technical and commercial ne-
gotiations. The Indian side is ex-
pected to negotiate hard for tech-
nology transfer. increasingthein-
digenous content on the aircraft,
seeking assurances on integra-
tion of self-developed weapons
and loweringtheacquisition cost.

Given thescale of thedeal—if all
114 fighters are bought, it will be
valued at well over €35 billion—fi-
nal approvals for signing will be
granted by the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security (CCS). ET was the
first to report that the mega deal
is finally moving ahead, gaining
steam in the run up to French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Macron's sche-
duled visit toIndia next month.

India has bought 86 Rafale jets
for the Indian Air Force and has
placed an orderfor 26 Rafale Mari-
nes for the Indian Navy. The need
for additional jets has been felt as
legacy Russian-origin platforms
are reaching the end of their ser-
vicelifeandarebeingretired. The
indigenous Tejas light combat
aircraft (LCA) has been ordered-
—contracts for 180 of the Mkla
version have been placed—but a
requirement for a medium multi-
role fighterjetstill exists.”

1If signed, the project will bring
criticaltechnologiestothe Indian

to high

DRONES ON DISPLAY
New Unit
‘Bhairav’ at
R-Day Parade

New Delhi: The army will
showcase its newly raised
units at the Republic Day
paracle this year, with several
indigenously manufactured
weapon systemsalso slated to
take partinthe celebrations.
Troops from the army’s newly
raised ‘Bhairav’ battalion will
take part in the march pastand
newly inducted systemslike
indigenous drones will also be
showcased.

The paradethis year will also
include a small naval marching
contingent from the European
Union.—OPB

industrial ecosystem. Tata Ad-
vanced Systems Limited (TASL)
is already setting up a dedicated
manufacturing facility at Hyde-
rabad to make thefour main parts
of the fuselage for Indian require-
ments as well as global orders gi-
ven to Dassault. The facility is ex-
pected to deliver the first units by
Fv28 and would have a capacity to
produce 24 fuselages annually

In addition, a French jet engine
production plant is being planned
at Hyderabad by Safran and ama-
intenance, repairs and overhaul
(MRO) hub is being set up by Das-
saultat Jewar.

A "'IIIII}ILI_//
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Models’ energy

in orbit solve for Al

Can datacentres

demand?
Source: The Hindu, Dt. 18 Jan 2026

” Can datacentres in orbit solve
for Al models’ energy demand?

Google’s Project Suncatcher is experimenting with a novel approach: putting  datacentres servicing Al workloads in

low-earth orbit and letting them feed on solar energy: ISRO is also reportedly studying space-based datacentre technology

all the time and have to dis-

Aroon Dee| T
Al iﬂ orbit B ® its Project Suncatcher propases | ®Google has found that its sipate heat in a vacuum,
atacentres are intelligence’s{Al) | dense satellite clusters that chips can resist radiation Perhaps the greatest
a growing Guogle's Project rising energy maintain constant line of sight | well, although coeling challenge is economics.
share of global Suncatcher demands have with the sun to run on solar power | them remains a significant For space-based data-
AT pushed Google | — engineering hurdle i
el ectricity con- Pre “s.a & to explore ® As with terrestrial Al facilities | —_— centres to be feasible, the
sun_'lpt'(mrj'md ‘:"—"_"ﬁﬂal mn- ;unslgzegah;n i solar-powersd space-based datacentres require = Economic feasibility L‘.ll.ll'll.lIE}t!'-"e cost of re-
telligence is driving those tarlinics, bt datacentres high internal bandwidth | depends on launch searching their technolo-

retying on densely
choareographed
clusters

costs dropping significantly
to compete with
ground-basad

technology prices

gies, placing clusters in
space, and conducting
fresh launches to replace
individual satellites that
have stopped working

located in space L rather than high
downlink speed

power demands up. This is
because Al datacentres use
dense clusters of graphics
Pprocessing units (GPUs) for
running machine learning

workloads, both when ""'"";:L":":“ must together be competi-
training large language saccwsies il ) o . tive with the price a firm
models and deploying Startink suggest % g : ™~ pays to work with technol-

them. Since the generative
Al boom shows no sign of
slowing down, datacentres
are guzeling more energy
than ever, with whatever
electricity sources are
available. This has pushed
Google Research to ex-
plore a literally outlandish
prospect: launching data-
centres into space and run-

d':::':'“ﬂ::i"‘! - ) — . Yy ogy that's already on the
i - £ £ 4 f = . ]

= often unwise joSms®  ground. )
[ L . e~ /Sy j Google says satellite
. " 3 ey launch prices will have de-

Heat is on: A datacentre in space will be blasted with solar energy all the time and have to dissipate heat clined 200 ar kil
ina vacuum, CREATED WITH NAND BANAMA PR e to s" ( ':"' r O-
— = - = — gram by the mid-2030s
and that power savings due
to the design of the archi-
tecture could lead o a
compelling business case,
Time will tell if Google — or

5, Nl

sensitive component, they
only began showing irregu-
larities after a cumulative
dose of 2 krad(Si) — nearly

Starlink’s, but instead of
being an evenly spread
swarm  blanketing the
earth, the equipment ar-

ed nearby. For instance,
Microsoftls Al datacentre
complexes, called Fairwa-
ter, have petabit-per-se-

ning them entirely on solar

Energy.

Google Research is so
confident about this idea
that its researchers have al-
ready chalked out a few of
the main technical chal-
potential

lenges and
solutions.

Traditional datacentres
have been driven primarily
by growing consumption
of content. In markets like
India, that’s mainly video,
and as a result the band-
width a datacentre needs
on its own premises has
theoretically been
same as that it is delivering
to, or receiving from, the

outside world.

Al datacentres are diffe-
rent. They need high band-
width not between the in-
frastructure they host and
the users they serve but
within the datacentre it-
self, and with others situat-

DSL - DESIDOC

cond links between facili-
ties. That is 10 lakh gigabits
per second, a million imes
faster than the best con-
sumer grade internet con-
nection typically offered in
Indian metros.

That kind of densely
networked architecture is
also important for data-
cenires in space. Since
most of the bandwidth
would be used for the dis-
tributed workloads across
multiple satellites, the
downlink bandwidth with
ground stations is not near-
ly as important. An analo-
gy is available closer to
home: ChatGPT needs
these superfast connec-
tions in its own infrastruc-
ture, but all the user needs
the bandwidth for is the
query they send and the
response they receive.

Project Suncatcher pro-
Poses a constellation like

chitecture would rely on
densely  choreographed
clusters, with each satellite
no more than a few kilo-
metres from its neigh-
bours, while following an
orbit that would always
maintain a line of sight
with the sun. This com-
bined with technologies
like multiplexing, which al-
lows more data to be
packed into a single radio
beam, would enable the sa-
tellites to theoretically dis-
tribute their work while
having enough power to
operate.

Of course, there are ma-
ny other challenges, and
Google is working its way
through. One obvious issue
is how solar radiarion
might affect the tensor pro-
cessing units over years of
operation. “While the high
bandwidth memory (HEM)
subsystems were the most

*

three times the expected
(shielded) five year mission
dose of 750 rad(Si),” Goo-
gle researcher Travis Beals
wrote in a post last Novem-
ber about Suncatcher.

“No hard failures were
attributable to total ioniz-
ing dose up to the maxi-
mum tested dose of 15 krad
(51) on a single chip, indi-
cating that Trillium TPUs
are surprisingly radiation-
hard for space
applications.”

But datacentres have to
be maintained all the time,
and once equipment is in
orbit, there’s no cheap way
to reach space for trou-
bleshooting. Another “sig-
nificant engineering chal-
lenge™ is thermal
management: While liquid
cooling is practical in ter-
restrial datacentres, those
in space are going to be
blasted with solar energy

indeed ISRO, which is also
reportedly studying space-
based datacentres — will be
able to hit all these techno-
logical and economic tar-
gets while keeping pace
with advancements for
ground-based datacentres,
Microsoft Natick, which
tried underwater data-
centres to make cooling
their systems easier, ulti-
mately abandoned the ex-
periment in spite of its
promise,

This said, scepticism
about the viability and use-
fulness of satellite technol-
ogies tends to not age very
well. Few could have pred-
icted that Starlink would
be able to reach the scale
and performance it boasts
today when SpaceX
launched its very first test
satellites in 2019.

aroon.deep@thehingdu.co.in
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Al Brainmapping , robotic dogs showcase depth of indian
startups at New Delhi event?
Source: The Hindu, Dt. 18 Jan 2026

/:‘-'(bram mapping, robotic dogs showcase
depth of Indian Startups at New Delhi event

RiNKU BEHERA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

markers for conditions such as

NEW DELHI, JANUARY 18
As the startup ecosystem

dyslexia, Aftention Deficit
Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD) and psychiatric disor-

continues to grow in India, ders such as schizophrenia and
they are increasingly making bipolar disorder. The company
direct contribution to nation recently commercialised Vox-
building through technologi- elBox, and it is now being
cal advancements. used in over 80 hospitals.

Some key areas that have Meanwhile, General
seen  significant  break- Autonomy, another Ben-
throughs are artificial intelli- galuru-based startup, is
gence (Al-powered brain map- making headlines for its
ping and advanced robotics. robotic dog.

Two such innovations — Christened PARAM, the

BrainSightAl's neuroscience
platform VoxelBox and Gener-
al Autonomy's quadruped
robotic dog “PARAM” —high-
light the growing depth and

indigenous robotic dog is
designed for versatility and
durability, and can operate in
challenging and hazardous
environments where human

diversity of the startup ecosys- intervention might prove to be
tem which was on display dur- risky. Company representatives
ing events muldng Nati'onal A rohot{c dog developed by a Bengaluru-based startup said PARAM can be deployed
Startup Day in New Delhi. — for a wide range of operations,

Founded in 2019 by Laina
Emmanuel and Dr Rimjhim
Agrawal in Bengaluru, Brain-
SightAl is making strides in
neuroscience through its
flagship product, VoxelBax.
The platform uses Al to gen-
erate advanced maps of the
human brain, helping neuro-
surgeons and clinicians make

decisions.

DSL - DESIDOC

. Explaining the technology,

Emmanuel said VoxelBox
maps the brain much like
Google maps charts a city.

“We create a traffic, road and a
structural map of an individ-
ual’s brain. This is used by neu-
rosurgeons for precise planning
before surgeries,” she said.

The platform enables
advanced neuro-navigation

using a 12-minute resting
scan. It generates visually
rich reports highlighting crit-
ical functional networks and
tracts around brain lesions.
VoxelBox focuses on connec-
tomics, orthe detailed mapping
of functional connectionsinthe
brain. According to Emmarnel
said that by analysing these pat-
terns, doctors can identify

including search and rescue,
firefighting, defence, inspec-
tion of publicinfrastructure and
security at public events,

They said PARAM is also suit-
ed for crowd monitoring during
mega events. It has an eight-
hourbattery life, enabling oper-
ations in extreme conditions,
and can run at speeds of up to
15 km per hour.

-
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What happened to ISRO’s PSLV-C62 Misssion ?

Source:

The Hindu, Dt. 18 Jan 2026

What happened to ISRO’s PSLV-C62 mission?

What did ISRO.chairman V. Narayanan state about the mission? How did Thailand's space agency
GISTDA respond? Are Failure Analysis Committees standing bodies within the ISRO? Has the FAC

report of the PSLV-C61 mission been released in the public domain?

Vasudevan Mukunth
The story so far:

n January 12, the Indian Space
Research Organisation’s (ISRO)
PSLV-C62 mission lifted off from

Sriharikota carrying the EOS-N1
satellite along with 15 co-passenger satellites.
Within minutes, ISRO said the mission had
“encountered an anomaly during end of the PS3
stage”, and that a detailed analysis was initiated.

What was the anomaly?
In a televised briefing after the launch, ISRO
chairman V. Narayanan described what mission
control was seeing; that performance was “as
expected” up to near the end of the rocket’s
third stage, called PS3, then that there was
increased “disturbance in the vehicle roll rates”,
followed by a deviation in the flight path. In
other words, towards the end of the third stage,
the rocket was spinning uncontrollably, enough
for it to not be able to continue on its planned
path. As of January 16, ISRO hasn't published a
statement about the root cause of the mishap,
Following the incident, Thailand's space
agency GISTDA, whose THEOS-2A satellite was
on board PSLV-C62, said a malfunction late in
the third stage caused an attitude-control
abnormality and the vehicle deviated from its
trajectory, preventing the rocket from deploying
the satellites it was carrying. GISTDA also said

The
mission’s
primary
payload was
EOS-NI a
surveillance
satellite from
the Defence
Research
and
Develop-
ment
Organisation

Girawe arvar: [SROT PRIVLUTRY rarmidnm tho EOC A1 13 af finms tha Faslal
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| into the designated orbit (with a qualification for

the rocket and satellites were expected to fall
back and burn up over the southern Indian
Ocean. The anomaly resembled the events
preceding the failure of the FSLV-C61 mission on
May 18, 2025,

What happened to PSLV-C61?

ISRO's PSLV-C61 mission was carrying the
EOS-09 satellite. The rocket failed after the first
two stages, with the third stage not performing
nominally. ISRO noted a drop in chamber
pressure in the third-stage motor case during the
PS3 operation, after which it said the mission
“could not be accomplished”,

Based on what has been reported publicly so
far, both the C62 and the C61 missions suffered
decisive anomalies on PS3 after a nominal early
ascent and neither could deploy their payloads

the KID payload). In C62, the main symptom
was a “roll rate disturbance” late in the PS3
stage operation; in C61, the symptom was a
chamber-pressure drop in the PS3 motor casing.

ISRO's initial communications in both cases
also stressed that an anomaly had occurred and
that analysis was underway, but it did not
publish a detalled list of corrective actions it
would have to take. After the C61 mission failed,
Dr. Narayanan constituted a Failure Analysis
Committee (FAC) to look into the causes of the
mishap. The FAC submitted its report to the |
Prime Minister’s Office in mid-2025.

What does the FAC do?

The FAC is not a standing body of experts within
ISRO but instead an entity the ISRO chairman
constitutes in the event of a major incident. Its
responsibility is to reconstruct the chain of
events leading up to the failure using telemetry
and subsystern data and in conversation with
people involved in that mission. It's expected to
identify the causes, and recommend corrective
action before the vehicle is cleared for a ‘return
to flight”.

The Committee members include experts
within ISRO as well as relevant experts from
academia. It has also been known to include
former ISRO chairmen. The FAC submits its final
report to the Indian government. The ISRO
chairman is Secretary ta the Department of
Space, which functions directly under the PMO.

The aftermath of the GSLV-F10 mission
provides an instructive window into the FAC's
efforts. After that mission failed in 2021, here's
an excerpt of what the FAC found: “The FAC
concluded that the lower liquid hydrogen tank
pressure at the time of cryogenic upper stage

*

the fuel booster turbo pump, leading to mission
abort command and subsequent failure of the
mission.”

Where is the PSLV-C61 FAC report?

Although the PSLV-C61 FAC submitted its report
to the PMO, the PMO hasn't cleared it for public
release vet. Independent experts criticised the
decision to withhold it after PSLV-C62 also
suffered an anomaly in its third stage. ISRO has
also not said whether it has constituted an FAC
for the (62 mission, although a short statement
on its website says “a detafled analysis has been
initiated”. On November 15, 2025, during an
unrelated lecture, Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre
director A. Rajarajan had attributed the loss of
the PSLV-C61 mission to a “slight manufacturing
error”,

That said thisisn't the first time details of e
FAC's findings of a mishap have been withheld,
Previous instances include the PSLV-C39 mission
in 2017. ISRO has also been terse about the
Issues leading up to the underperformance of
the NVS-02 satellite,

Earlier, even when the FAC report hadn't been
released into the public domain, ISRO had
issued statements with detailed summaries of
the FAC's findings, for example, after the
GSLV-FI0 mission in 2021 and the GSLV-F0O2
mission in 2006. The aftermath of PSLV-C61is a
break from the past in this sense as well, since
no such statements have been issued.

What happened to satellites on PSLV-C62?
The mission's primary payload was EOS-N1, a
surveillance satellite from the Defence Research
and Development Organisation. The
co-passengers comprised payloads involving
Thailand, the U.K., Nepal, France, Spain, and
Brazil, plus seven satellites from Indian
enterprises.

The PSLV has failed four times so far, but
PSLV-C62 was the first time it failed while
carrying customer satellites provided by Indian
and foreign entities. The mission had been
facilitated by ISRO’s commercial arm, NewSpace
India, Ltd. While the ISRO didn't say whether
the mission had failed after the anomaly on
January 12, the statement from Thailand’s
GISTDA suggested that the rocket's remaining
stages and the payloads would fall back down
towards the earth and burn up.

The KID payload was a reentry demonstrator
— a device designed to fall back down from orbit
and splash into the southern Pacific Ocean. Ina
statement released after January 12, Orbital
Paradigm, its Spain-based co-developer, said KID
had transmitted “off-nominal” data for about
three minutes.

GISTDA said its THEOS-2A satellite had been
insured. The Indian private sector payloads
onboard PSLV-C62 reportedly hadn't been
insured, so the cost of the loss would have been

30



Newspaper Clippings, 17-19/01/2026, Vol. 51, No. 013

BT = AR Pl TR BT IAED 39, AR fATER &1 IgTeA

Source: Punjab Kesari, Dt. 18 Jan 2026

L P bt P A e

(o FE0): S A
ELASNUANS SR
e S S T T T
3 e g g A S L e
ﬁnﬂﬁ&iﬂﬂaﬁzﬁaﬁﬁiaﬁﬁﬂ
e st =0 e % o R
2o @1 211 e % R S g A

e Re i Ei et (-E'ﬁ?’fﬂ) | = PPy
e e SRy A S YTeeA

oy e = feha
ng S i st 7, S

' o
r@wwfw;_jﬁm;wm et e o 2sdic R A7 il o1 e
A22 AT

= <
T g ol o ey R b I o1 S
F ﬁﬁﬁmm

sip R a1 3l A 5
o & ﬁ?ﬁmég?ﬂgwﬁﬁ%mam#mﬁmmﬁ%.
ﬁmﬁmﬁaﬁmaﬁzmﬁg A mﬁaﬁmﬁnﬁlsoﬂﬂa‘iﬁﬁ%
ot ol JuEs

o 7 e i e 5 11 g SO
218 e mmﬁg‘g e for e 3 feF
ﬁwmﬁ@%m 5 o = e o R 1, mq%)mﬁﬂﬁﬁ“@
E“J%“??ﬁ%?wﬁm wﬁggjﬁaﬁgﬁﬁwﬁﬁ mmﬁﬁi%ﬁ@ﬂﬁz%ﬁ
3 o A @ iR 3 AR, R ferdt e o e () Bl
ﬁq%ﬂﬂnm&mw (wrRfEEl) fe| SR 3 0 SR ST A 1

DSL - DESIDOC 31



The Tribune
The Statesman

OIS Rt ST

The Hindu

The Economic Times
Press Information Bureau

The Indian Express
The Times of India

Hindustan Times
AJHNR ClgHE

HECAVIINY

The Asian Age
The Pioneer




	Page 1
	INS SAGARDHWANI FLAGS OFF FOR SAGAR MAITRI V
	150 years of Vande Mataram to be the theme of Republic Day Parade 2026 at Kartavya Path
	ICGS Sankalp's port call at Port Louis, Mauritius as Part of Overseas Deployment in Indian Ocean Region
	Secretary (Defence Production) to lead Indian delegation to Kenya for 3rd India-Kenya Defence Exhibition & Seminar
	INDIAN NAVY'S FIRST TRAINING SQUADRON ARRIVES AT CHANGI NAVAL BASE, SINGAPORE
	Govt is committed to achieving Aatmanirbharta in ammunition manufacturing & make the country a global production hub: Raksha Mantri
	INDIAN NAVY CONCLUDES JOINT SERVICES MULTI-SPECIALITY MEDICAL CAMP AT THE LAKSHADWEEP ISLANDS
	युद्ध का चक्रव्यूह कैसे बनता है, परेड में भारतीय सेना दिखाएगी युद्ध व्यूह प्रारूप
	India defends decision to skip Brics naval drill
	10 महीने में 13 देशों के 18 बंदरगाह तक पहुंचेगी भारतीय नौसेना
	Pvt defence sector driving India’s arms export push: Rajnath
	Mega Rafale deal with france gets key nod

	Can datacentres in orbit solve for AI Models’ energy demand?
	AI Brainmapping , robotic dogs showcase depth of indian startups at New Delhi event?
	What happened to ISRO’s PSLV-C62 Misssion ?
	INS SAGARDHWANI FLAGS OFF FOR SAGAR MAITRI V
	150 years of Vande Mataram to be the theme of Republic Day Parade 2026 at Kartavya Path
	President of the European Council & President of the European Commission to be the Chief Guests A Battle Array Format to be showcased by the Indian Army for the first time 10,000 people from different walks of life to witness the parade as Special Guests; 2,500 artists to perform as part of the cultural performance A total of 30 Tableaux to roll down Kartavya Path

	ICGS Sankalp's port call at Port Louis, Mauritius as Part of Overseas Deployment in Indian Ocean Region
	Secretary (Defence Production) to lead Indian delegation to Kenya for 3rd India-Kenya Defence Exhibition & Seminar
	INDIAN NAVY'S FIRST TRAINING SQUADRON ARRIVES AT CHANGI NAVAL BASE, SINGAPORE
	Govt is committed to achieving Aatmanirbharta in ammunition manufacturing & make the country a global production hub: Raksha Mantri
	INDIAN NAVY CONCLUDES JOINT SERVICES MULTI-SPECIALITY MEDICAL CAMP AT THE LAKSHADWEEP ISLANDS
	युद्ध का चक्रव्यूह कैसे बनता है, परेड में भारतीय सेना दिखाएगी युद्ध व्यूह प्रारूप
	India defends decision to skip Brics naval drill
	10 महीने में 13 देशों के 18 बंदरगाह तक पहुंचेगी भारतीय नौसेना
	Pvt defence sector driving India’s arms export push: Rajnath
	Mega Rafale deal with france gets key nod

	Can datacentres in orbit solve for AI Models’ energy demand?
	AI Brainmapping , robotic dogs showcase depth of indian startups at New Delhi event?
	What happened to ISRO’s PSLV-C62 Misssion ?
	Page 1

