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*

Raksha Mantri-led Consultative Committee on Defence visits 
ARDE, a premier armament laboratory of DRDO, in Pune 

Source: PIB, Dt. 16 Oct 2025

Inspects state-of-the-art products developed by labs of Armament & Combat 
Engineering Systems cluster

Emerging tech are a necessity in today’s times; Govt committed to integrating 
it into the security apparatus: Shri Rajnath Singh

“We should not only be the users of technology; we should also be the 
creators”

“Aatmanirbharta in defence is not just a goal, it is the strongest shield for 
national security”

The Consultative Committee for Ministry of Defence, headed by Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh, visited 

Armament Research & Development Establishment (ARDE), Pune, a premier laboratory of DRDO under 

the aegis of Armament & Combat Engineering Systems (ACE) cluster, on October 16, 2025. During the 

visit, the committee inspected the state-of-the-art products developed by different laboratories of the cluster. 

The  notable  products  demonstrated  include  Advanced  Towed  Artillery  Gun  System,  PINAKA Rocket 

System, Light Tank ’Zorawar’, Wheeled Armoured Platform and AKASH-New Generation missile.

The committee was also apprised of the status of the technologies being developed in the fields of Robotics, 

Rail Gun, Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System, High-Energy Propulsion Materials etc. A detailed future 

roadmap of the cluster was also presented.

Addressing the meeting on the topic  ‘Emerging Technologies and DRDO’, Raksha Mantri stressed on the 

need to understand and adapt to the transformation taking place in the defence sector & the evolving nature  
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of warfare.  He termed advanced technologies  as  a  necessity in  the rapidly-changing world,  voicing the 

Government’s commitment to integrating this necessity into the security apparatus.

“Today is an era of technological dominance. The nation that prioritises science and innovation will lead the 

future. Technology is no longer limited to labs; it has become the foundation of our strategic decisions, 

defence system and future policies. Our goal is not only to achieve Aatmanirbharta in defence, but also to 

develop a culture that inspires future generations and establishes India as a global defence innovation hub,” 

said Shri Rajnath Singh.

Raksha Mantri underlined the essentiality of adopting future changes as a national mission and view it not 

just as a technical upgradation. “We should not only be the users of technology; we should also be the 

creators. To achieve this, there is a need to accelerate our self-reliance efforts. Aatmanirbharta in defence is 

not just a goal, it is the strongest shield for national security,” he said.

Shri Rajnath Singh reiterated Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi-led Government’s unwavering resolve to 

achieve self-reliance in defence, asserting that India cannot depend on import of technologies to safeguard 

national interests. “The scope of cutting-edge tech is very restricted. Sometimes, some countries resort to 

protectionism when it comes to disruptive technologies. Sometimes, they do not share information with other 

countries. India has challenged these limitations. We have shown that if our intentions are clear and policies 

are unambiguous, we can become self-reliant in any field. Today, India is not only meeting its own needs,  

but is also becoming a trusted defence partner for the world,” he added.

Raksha Mantri appreciated DRDO for developing technologies that were previously imported and making a 

mark in futuristic products that are just beginning to be discussed globally. On the supportive environment 

being created in the country for R&D, he stated that DRDO, in collaboration with industry, academia, and 

start-ups, has taken steps towards creating a new ecosystem. This endeavour, he said, is no longer just a 

Government effort, but has become a national effort, where all stakeholders are moving forward together in 

pursuit of a common goal.

“DRDO,  public  sector  enterprises,  private  industries,  start-ups  and  academia  are  together  setting  new 

benchmarks in defence innovation. Our youth are continuously making breakthroughs in areas like Artificial 

Intelligence, Cyber Security, Robotics, Quantum Communication, and Space Technology. India is becoming 

a  technology  leader  due  to  the  hard  work  and  talent  of  our  people.  Emerging  technologies  not  only 

modernise the forces but also open up new opportunities for the youth,” said Shri Rajnath Singh.

Other members of the committee expressed satisfaction over the achievements & work being carried out by 

the ACE cluster, and provided valuable suggestions for future policy making. They urged the officials to 

tread faster and more methodically in their future plans for safeguarding national interests. Raksha Mantri  

assured the members that their suggestions will be given due consideration. 

Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Sanjay Seth, Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan, Defence Secretary 

Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh, Secretary (Defence Production) Shri Sanjeev Kumar, Secretary, Department of 

Defence R&D and Chairman DRDO Dr Samir V Kamat and other senior officials of Ministry of Defence 

attended the meeting. DG (ACE) and Directors & scientists of the cluster were also present.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2179962 
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 Defence News

Operation  Sindoor  is  a  glowing  testimony  to  India’s  growing 
indigenous prowess: Raksha Mantri 

Source: PIB, Dt. 16 Oct 202

“we hope to achieve Rs 3 lakh crore defence manufacturing target & Rs 50,000 
crore exports target by 2029”

Shri Rajnath Singh urges students to move beyond academic achievement 
and strive to become creators, innovators & contributors to national 

development

“Operation Sindoor is a glowing testimony to India’s growing indigenous prowess which is a result of the 

Government’s relentless efforts to create a self-reliant defence manufacturing ecosystem within the country,” 

said Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh in Pune on October 16, 2025. He was elucidating the importance of 

possessing qualities such as faith and perseverance to the students of Symbiosis Skills and Professional 

University during their convocation ceremony.

Raksha Mantri told the students that when the Government commenced work to make India self-reliant in 

defence,  it  seemed  difficult  in  the  beginning,  however,  under  Prime  Minister  Shri  Narendra  Modi’s 

leadership, no stone was left unturned to expand the domestic defence manufacturing, and the efforts began 

to yield positive results due to this resolve. 

“We pledged to move towards transforming the defence sector because, since independence, we had been 

heavily dependent on other countries for weapons. We had become accustomed to purchasing weapons as we 

lacked  the  political  will  to  manufacture  in  India,  nor  did  we  have  the  laws  that  promoted  defence  

manufacturing. This required a change. It is our resolve that India manufactures indigenous weapons for its 

soldiers. The entire world witnessed the bravery of our soldiers during Operation Sindoor. They achieved the 

set objectives using large amount of Made-in-India equipment,” stated Shri Rajnath Singh.

Acknowledging the contribution of youth in defence manufacturing, Raksha Mantri stated that, in the last 10 

years, annual defence production has increased from Rs 46,000 crore to a record Rs 1.5 lakh crore, of which 

approx. Rs 33,000 crore has been contributed by the private sector. He exuded confidence of achieving Rs 3 

lakh crore defence manufacturing target and Rs 50,000 crore exports target by 2029.

Shri Rajnath Singh urged the students to move beyond academic achievement and strive to become creators, 

innovators  and  contributors  to  national  development,  emphasising  that  true  success  lies  not  merely  in 

acquiring degrees but in applying knowledge meaningfully for the benefit of society.

Highlighting the importance of skill development in shaping India’s future, Raksha Mantri said: “We are no 

longer in the era of ‘What do you know?’. The world now asks, ‘What can you do?’ Knowledge that cannot 

be applied is incomplete. Skill is the bridge between learning and doing.”

Speaking  about  the  impact  of  technology,  particularly  Artificial  Intelligence  (AI),  Shri  Rajnath  Singh 

dispelled fears about job loss and human redundancy, stating that AI will not replace humans, but those who 

use AI will replace those who don’t. Technology must remain a tool, not a substitute for human sensitivity, 
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values,  and  ethics,  he  said,  while  also  addressing  the  challenges  posed  by  social  media  and  external 

pressures. He exhorted the youth to follow their own dreams rather than get caught in comparisons.

As India steps into its  Amrit Kaal, aiming to become a developed nation by 2047, Raksha Mantri told the 

students that they too are entering the most decisive phase of their lives. “The next 20-25 years won’t just 

shape  your  careers,  but  also  shape  the  destiny  of  the  Nation.  Let  your  ambition  fuel  the  country’s 

transformation,” he said.

As part of the event, School of Defence and Aerospace Technology was inaugurated by Raksha Mantri and 

Maharashtra Chief Minister Shri Devendra Fadnavis. Other Ministers of the State Government and the Vice-

Chancellor of the University were present on the occasion.      

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2179836  
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  Source: Navbharat Times, Dt. 17 Oct 2025
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HAL’s Nashik Mig-Sukhoi plant to build LCA Tejas now  

Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 17 Oct 2025

*
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Army chief revisits Capt Salaria’s Bravery

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 17 Oct 2025

*

Prime Minister dedicates to the nation Advanced Night Vision 

factory in Nimmaluru, Andhra Pradesh 

Source: PIB, Dt. 16 Oct 2025

Marking another step towards Aatmanirbharta in defence, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi dedicated to 

the nation an Advanced Night Vision factory in Nimmaluru, Andhra Pradesh on October 16, 2025. The 

facility is among the multiple development projects worth around Rs 13,430 crore which the Prime Minister 

laid the foundation stone for, inaugurated, and dedicated to the nation in Kurnool.

Addressing the gathering, he stated that the Advanced Night Vision factory will enhance India’s capability to 

produce night vision equipment, missile sensors, and drone guard systems, and will elevate the country’s 

defence exports to newer heights. He added that the entire world had witnessed the success of Indigenous 

weapon systems during Operation Sindoor. 

Expressing satisfaction that the Andhra Pradesh government has resolved to develop Kurnool as India’s 

drone hub, the Prime Minister stated that through the drone industry, several new sectors linked to futuristic 

technologies  will  emerge  in  Kurnool  and  across  Andhra.  He  cited  the  success  of  drones  in Operation 

Sindoor and affirmed that Kurnool will become a national strength in the drone sector in the coming years.

About the facility

Established by Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) at an investment of around Rs 360 crore, the facility has  

been created to meet the demands of Armed Forces as also for Export purposes for various electro-optical 

devices (Advanced Night Vision Devices), Infrared Seekers for various indigenously developed missiles and 
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different types of drone guard systems for protection from rogue drones, UAV and other aerial threats. It has 

been constructed at Nimmaluru, Krishna District in 50.54 acres of land with a built-up area of 36,000 sqm. 

 The  facility  will  cater  to  the  growing  demands  with  flexible  production  lines  and  space  that  can 

accommodate future product lines and advanced manufacturing techniques. It will also generate employment 

over a period of 2 to 3 years.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2180126 

UNTCC CHIEFS’ CONCLAVE 2025 CONCLUDES IN NEW 
DELHI WITH SHARED COMMITMENT TO STRENGTHENING 

UN PEACEKEEPING 

Source: PIB, Dt. 16 Oct 2025

The UNTCC Chiefs’ Conclave 2025, hosted by the Indian Army from 14-16 October 2025, concluded today 

with high-level deliberations, solemn ceremonies and reaffirmation of collective resolve to strengthen United 

Nations peacekeeping operations.

Smt Droupadi Murmu, the Hon’ble President of India interacted with the Chiefs and Representatives of UN 

Troop Contributing Nations, during a Call On at Rashtrapati Bhawan. Highlighting the positive contribution 

of Indian Peace-keepers, the President appreciated all the participating countries in their resolve towards 

sustainable peace and prosperity. She expressed her happiness of coming together of countries in the UN 

TCC Chiefs’ Conclave to collectively evolve workable framework for future peace-keeping operations in the 

challenging world order.  The Hon’ble President stressed on the need to coopt all stake holders and exploit 

technology to ensure deeper cooperation, enduring friendship and safety of UN peace-keepers.

Earlier, Shri S Jaishankar, Hon’ble External Affairs Minister of India, in his address, underscored the need to 

recalibrate  global  peacekeeping  efforts  in  tune  with  evolving  realities.  Highlighting  that  the  nature  of 

conflicts has transformed with the rise of non-state actors and asymmetric warfare, he called for decisions on 

peacekeeping mandates to be taken in close consultation with all stakeholders, including troop-contributing 

and host nations. Dr Jaishankar emphasised that while UN peacekeeping remains a cornerstone of global 

stability, it must adapt to emerging challenges through realistic mandates, better technology and enhanced 

safety for peacekeepers. 

An  Interactive  Session on  “Leveraging  Technology  in  UN Peacekeeping” brought  together  Chiefs  and 

Representatives  of  UN TCC and 15 industry  leaders,  to  explore  the role  of  innovation and indigenous 

solutions  in  enhancing  operational  effectiveness.  Discussions  highlighted  the  potential  of  emerging 

technologies in improving situational awareness, logistics, and troop safety and provided opportunities to 

share and mutually benefit from each others capabilities and possibilities on offer.

General Upendra Dwivedi, Chief of the Army Staff, held a series of bilateral meetings with the Army Chiefs 

of  Burundi,  Tanzania,  Poland,  Ethiopia,  Nepal  and  Uganda.  The  discussions  centred  on  strengthening 

defence cooperation,  enhancing interoperability and fostering closer coordination in future peacekeeping 

missions. These engagements reflected the Conclave’s overarching spirit of dialogue, partnership and shared 

commitment towards promoting global peace, stability and collective security.

A Defence Expo featuring nine operational domains and 41 exhibitors was organised as part of the UN TCC 

Chiefs’ Conclave,  showcasing a  wide range of  indigenous  weapon systems,  platforms and cutting-edge 

technologies. The exhibition reflected India’s growing emphasis on Aatmanirbharta (self-reliance) in defence 

production, underscoring the nation’s commitment to design, develop and manufacture advanced military 

systems through indigenous innovation and industry collaboration.
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Earlier  in the day, the distinguished UNTCC Chiefs accompanied by their  spouses,  paid homage at  the 

National War Memorial in New Delhi, honouring the supreme sacrifice of India’s bravehearts. This was 

followed by a  tree  plantation  ceremony at  the  Manekshaw Centre,  symbolising  a  joint  pledge  towards 

sustainability and a greener future in line with the spirit of peacekeeping. The Ashoka saplings planted in the  

‘Peacekeepers Grove’ is in consonance with the national initiative - “Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam”, symbolising 

gratitude, care and the nurturing bond that connects humanity and nature.

Key Takeaways

The Conclave concluded with an unanimous affirmation that UN peacekeeping must adapt to new realities 

through: -

• Inclusive decision-making with a stronger voice for troop-contributing nations. 

• Safeguard peacekeepers and ensure their safety through realistic mandates. 

• Leveraging indigenous and cost-effective technologies for mission success. 

• Enhanced interoperability and training frameworks to prepare troops for complex environments. 

• Sustained partnerships rooted in trust, cooperation and shared responsibility. 

Over  the  past  three  days,  the  Conclave  brought  together  UNTCC Chiefs’ from 32  nations,  senior  UN 

officials,  policymakers  and  industry  leaders.  The  deliberations,  cultural  exchanges  and  operational 

showcases stood as a testament to India’s commitment to bring together consensus through a collaborative 

approach towards a shared vision of a secure, inclusive and stable world order.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2180068 

INDIAN NAVY SUCCESSFULLY ORGANISES SEMINAR ON 

‘IMPACT OF CYBER ATTACKS ON MARITIME SECTOR AND 

ITS EFFECTS ON NATIONAL SECURITY AND 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS’ 

Source: PIB, Dt. 16 Oct 2025

Indian Navy successfully organized a seminar on 'Impact  of  Cyber Attacks on Maritime Sector  and Its 

Effects on National Security and International Relations' at the Sushma Swaraj Bhawan, New Delhi on 16 

Oct 2025. The event was aimed at enhancing the understanding of cyber threats in the maritime domain and 

fostering collaboration amongst key stakeholders to strengthen the national cybersecurity posture.

Adm Dinesh K Tripathi, Chief of the Naval Staff welcomed the Chief Guest, Hon’ble Minister of State for  

the Ministry of  Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY),  and Commerce & Industry,  Shri  Jitin 

Prasada, who delivered the Keynote Address and stressed upon the growing significance of cybersecurity in 

safeguarding the maritime sector and our responsibility towards building a robust, resilient, and responsive 

maritime cyber defence architecture.

CNS  in  his  address,  emphasised  the  government’s  focus  on  the  maritime  sector  as  central  to  India’s 

economic and security goals. Under the vision of ‘Samudra se Samriddhi’, India’s maritime growth is guided 

by initiatives like Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, Sagarmala, and PM Gati Shakti. He also  highlighted 

the  need to  embed  cybersecurity  into  all  maritime systems from inception  and strengthen  coordination 

among stakeholders for rapid information sharing.
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The  seminar  featured three  eminent  panel  discussions each  led  by  distinguished  experts  from  the  key 

ministries  and  organisations  including  the  Ministry  of  Ports,  Shipping  and  Waterways,  the  Ministry  of 

Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG), the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS), the Gas Authority 

of India Limited (GAIL), the Directorate General of Hydrocarbons (DGH), the Indian Computer Emergency 

Response Team (CERT-In), the National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre (NCIIPC), and 

the  National  Maritime  Foundation  (NMF)  as  well  as  leaders  from  private  organisations.  The  panels 

addressed Global Cyber Threats to Maritime Infrastructure, Civil and Military Partnership, and Maritime 

Sector as Critical Information Infrastructure.

The discussion brought out the increasing importance of cybersecurity in the maritime sector, stressing the 

urgent need to identify the maritime sector as an independent Critical Information Infrastructure (CII).

On the sidelines of the seminar, a Tech Exhibition was organised in partnership with Data Security Council  

of India (DSCI) featuring indigenous innovations in cybersecurity and defence technologies by various Start-

ups from across the country towards promoting Aatmanirbharta and the vision of a Viksit Bharat by 2047.

The key outcomes of  the seminar  included identification of  vulnerabilities  within the digital  ecosystem 

supporting  the  maritime  sector  and  formulation  of  mitigation  strategies  to  strengthen  the  overall 

cybersecurity in the maritime sector.

This  seminar  is  a  testament  that  the  Navy remains  committed to  enhancing maritime cyber  resilience, 

fostering collaboration among the policymakers, industry, and technologists to ensure India’s secure and 

prosperous digital maritime future.

India  elected  as  Co-Chair  of  the  Regional  Committee  of 
United Nations Global  Geospatial  Information Management 
for Asia and the Pacific (UN-GGIM-AP) for 2025-2028 term 

Source: PIB, Dt. 16 Oct 2025

India represented by the Surveyor General of India, Shri Hitesh Kumar S. Makwana, IAS, has been elected 

to the prestigious position of Co-Chair of the Regional Committee of United Nations Global Geospatial 

Information Management for Asia and the Pacific (UN-GGIM-AP).

The elections were conducted during the fourteenth Plenary Meeting of UN-GGIM-AP held from 24-26 

September, 2025 in Goyang-si, Republic of Korea, hosted by the National Geographic Information Institute 

(NGII), Republic of Korea. The Meeting brought together delegates from member states, technical experts 

and  observers  to  discuss  issues  relevant  in  geospatial  information  management  across  the  Asia-Pacific 

region. Reports were presented by the Executive Board, working groups, and partner organizations on their 

progress and future plans.

India’s  election  as  Co-Chair  highlights  growing  leadership  of  India  in  the  global  geospatial  arena  and 

acknowledges its contribution in advancing innovation, capacity building, and regional collaboration. With 

the support of all member states of Asia-Pacific region, India looks forward to a productive three-year term 

aligned with the UN-GGIM Strategic Framework.
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Speaking on the occasion, Shri Makwana said; "I am deeply honoured by the trust that the Member States of 

the Asia-Pacific region have placed in India. As we look ahead to the upcoming term, I wholeheartedly seek 

the continued cooperation and active support of all Member States, partners, and stakeholders.

Together  with my fellow Co-Chair,  Vice-Chairs,  and Committee  members,  I  am committed to  working 

collaboratively with each of you to ensure our collective efforts are inclusive, resilient, and results-driven. “

He further mentioned that, in the coming term, our initiatives will be closely aligned with the UN-GGIM 

Strategic Framework—focusing on strong leadership, secure digital transformation, and good governance. 

We  will  promote  data-driven  decision-making,  inclusivity,  and  transparency,  while  strengthening 

partnerships and building capacity to deliver measurable impact across the Asia-Pacific region. He expressed 

gratitude for the continued confidence and support, and conveyed his eagerness to further collaborate in 

advancing a more connected, capable, and forward-looking geospatial community.

The election of the Surveyor General of India as Co-Chair is expected to further enhance India’s role in 

shaping policies  and strategies  for  effective  geospatial  information  management  across  the  Asia-Pacific 

region.

About-UN-GGIM-AP: The UN-GGIM-AP is one of the five regional committees of the United Nations 

Committee  of  Experts  on  Global  Geospatial  Information  Management  (UN-GGIM).  Representing  the 

National  Geospatial  Information  Agencies  of  56  countries  in  Asia  and  the  Pacific  region,  it  works  to  

maximize the economic, social, and environmental benefits of geospatial information through cooperation, 

capacity development, and shared solutions.

UN-GGIM is the apex inter-governmental mechanism for making joint decisions and setting directions with 

regard to the production, availability and use of geospatial information within national, regional and global 

policy  frameworks.  UN-GGIM  aims  to  address  global  challenges  regarding  the  use  of  geospatial 

information, including in the development agendas, to serve as a body for global policymaking in the field of 

geospatial information management.

*
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