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











    

 







Newspaper Clippings, 14/01/2026, Vol. 51, No. 010

DSL - DESIDOC

Operation Sindoor ongoing, any misadventure will be dealt 

with firmly: Army Chief   

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 14 Jan 2026

Operation Sindoor remains ongoing, and any misadventure by the adversary will  be dealt with 

effectively, Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi said on Tuesday (January 13, 2026), issuing a 

firm warning to Pakistan.

The Army Chief said that the anti-terrorism operation had sent a strong deterrent message by 

successfully  destroying  seven  of  the  nine  identified  targets  and  puncturing  the  long-standing 

nuclear rhetoric of the adversary.

Security assessment

Providing an update on the security situation, the Army Chief said that since May 10, the situation 

along the Western front and in Jammu and Kashmir has been sensitive but firmly under control. In 

2025, security forces eliminated 31 terrorists, nearly 65% of whom were of Pakistani origin. The 

figures include the three perpetrators of the Pahalgam terror attack, who were neutralised during 

the Operation Mahadev.

General Dwivedi noted a sharp improvement in the internal security environment, stating that the 

number  of  active  local  terrorists  has  now fallen  to  a  single  digit,  while  fresh  recruitment  has 

become almost non-existent, with only two cases reported in 2025.

Highlighting broader indicators of normalcy, he said Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed robust 

development activities, a strong revival of tourism and a peaceful conduct of the Sri Amarnath 

Yatra. More than four lakh pilgrims participated in the yatra, surpassing the five-year average, 

reinforcing the gradual shift from “terrorism to tourism” in the region.

Model military response

Describing Operation Sindoor as a model military response, the Army Chief said it was “the best 

example  of  tri-service  synergy  under  a  clear-cut  political  directive  and  full  freedom to  act  or 

respond.”

On recent drone sightings along the border, General Dwivedi said the Indian Army had observed a 

limited number of small drones operating at low altitudes with lights on. “Around six drones were 

seen on January 10, and two to three were observed on January 11 and 12. These appear to be 

“defensive drones”, likely looking for gaps to send in terrorists,” he said.

He added that the drones appeared to have received a “negative response,” as no vulnerabilities 

were found. “There is no gap through which terrorists can be sent,” he asserted, while confirming 

that the issue was raised during the Director General of Military Operations (DGMO) talks held on 

Tuesday  (January  13,  2026).  “We  conveyed  clearly  that  this  is  unacceptable  and  must  be 

stopped,” General Dwivedi said.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/operation-sindoor-ongoing-any-misadventure-will-be-

dealt-with-firmly-army-chief/article70506171.ece

*
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50,000 cr capital spend this year; no fund shortage, says₹  

Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi
Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 14 Jan 2026

The Army is set to overshoot its capital budget allocation and spend close to 50,000 crore on new₹  

weapons and systems this financial year, driven by a large-scale capability enhancement push. 

Faster decision-making, introduction of emergency procurement financial powers and the need to 

build capability in the aftermath of Operation Sindoor, that showed how the modern battlefield has 

evolved, has led to a focused spending drive, with significant orders going to the private sector.

Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi has said that the government has assured that there is no 

fund crunch and additional resources can be allocated if the Army feels the need to place orders. 

The excess spending planned this year - the capital budget for the Army was 33,000 crore but the 

force is on its way to spend Rs 50,000 crore -  is a big change from the past when services 

struggled to spend their entire allocation due to procurement and administrative delays.

Gen Dwivedi said the Army is looking for a higher allocation in the upcoming financial year as well. 

"We are hoping for some increase in the budget because if Atmanirbharta is the clarion call, then 

the Indian industry also needs to be reassured," Gen Dwivedi said, ahead of the Army Day. He 

added that the government has conveyed that "if you wish to spend money and you have got the 

scope, we will get you the money from somewhere." The Air Force and Navy are also expected to 

get a significant budgetary boost this year.

In  the  last  financial  year  too,  the  Army's  capital  expenses  were  nearly  double  the  budgeted 

allocation as the defence ministry signed a mega deal for the procurement of indigenous Light 

Combat Helicopters. On spending priorities, the Army chief said that the three pillars being looked 

at are force visualisation, force application and force preservation. Gen Dwivedi said that additional 

responsibilities have come on the armed forces to protect civilian infrastructure as well, pointing to 

the attack on a Gurudwara in Poonch by Pakistan during Op Sindoor.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/50000-cr-capital-spend-this-year-no-fund-

shortage-says-army-chief-general-upendra-dwivedi/articleshow/126512253.cms?from=mdr

*

'Army ready to induct women in infantry if there is societal 

acceptance’: General Upendra Dwivedi
Source: The Times of India, Dt. 14 Jan 2026

General Upendra Dwivedi said on Tuesday the Army is ready to induct women in the infantry but 

that  is  contingent  on  societal  acceptance.  Stressing  that  women  should  not  be  seen  as  a 

“vulnerable commodity”, the General, during a media briefing, said the Army's focus is on “gender 

neutrality”. “If standards are same, if capabilities are same, and in India as a nation, society is 

ready to accept it, it (combat role) can be done tomorrow,” he said.

He said uniform standards are essential, but achieving them remains a challenge due to medical 

and operational constraints. Gen Dwivedi said performance data of women officers will determine 

the opening of more roles, starting with supporting arms, followed by combat arms and eventually 

special forces, calling it a “sequential and welcome social change.”
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Giving an estimate of the number of women in the Army currently, the Army chief had last year 

said, “In the NDA as of today, we have 60 women Army cadets and every year, we are looking at  

(inducting) 20 cadets. Also, in the Officers’ Training Academy (OTA)—Chennai and Gaya—we are 

looking at 120 per year.” When it comes to inducting women in the other ranks (ORs), it involves a 

change in Section 12 of the Army Act, he had said. The Army was looking at a 12 times increase in  

women’s induction in ORs by 2032. “Currently, the total number of women officers is 8,000,” he 

had said. The Territorial Army opened up for women and 110 vacancies will come up for women, 

he had added.

Army modernising force for future warfare: General

Taking  lessons  from conflicts  going  on  around  the  world,  General  Upendra  Dwivedi  said  on 

Tuesday modernisation  remains  the  urgent  focus  of  the  Indian  Army.  Dedicated  regiments  of 

drones with enhanced capabilities, rocket cum missile force, loitering munitions, new battalions like 

Bhairon equipped with  modern technologies  and advanced weapons and anti-missile  defence 

radar and systems are on the cards.

He said over 90% ammunition is now indigenised, underscoring the push towards self-reliance. 

“After Operation Sindoor, drones got a new thrust,” he said, adding that new drone formations 

have been raised and each command now has the capability to manufacture up to 5,000 drones 

depending on operational requirements. This capability can be enhanced to 20,000 or even one 

lakh drones depending upon the threat perception or conflict, he said. “As of today, we have raised 

13 Bhairav battalions, which are meant to bridge the gap between lethal platoons and special 

forces within infantry battalions,” the Gen said.

“Moving on to artillery, we have created a Divyastra battery. It will be part of the artillery regiment 

and  will  provide  support  to  a  division  commander.  Again,  this  involves  UAS  equipment.  For 

counter-unmanned aircraft  system ammunition,  we have our  powerful  regiment,  which we are 

currently raising three units of, and will later raise 12 more. We will then expand this further,” he 

added.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/army-ready-to-induct-women-in-infantry-if-there-is-

societal-acceptance-general-upendra-dwivedi/articleshow/126515142.cms

*

Jaishankar,  Rubio  talk:  Trade  to  rare  minerals,  nuclear  to 

defence

Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 14 Jan 2026

A day after US ambassador-designate Sergio Gor struck a conciliatory note in Delhi in an attempt 

to repair strained ties between the two countries, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar and US 

Secretary of State and National Security Advisor Marco Rubio spoke over phone Tuesday and 

discussed bilateral trade negotiations, critical minerals, defence, nuclear cooperation, energy and 

a possible meeting next month. While the trade deal negotiations are key, the importance of the 

other topics – critical minerals, defence, energy and nuclear – cannot be underestimated. For both 

Washington and Delhi, these issues are critical for a productive partnership. It is not clear whether 

Rubio and Jaishankar will meet during a bilateral visit, or on the sidelines of a multilateral event, 

including the AI Impact summit in Delhi next month.
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Following the discussions, Jaishankar described it as a “good conversation”, while Gor called it a 

“positive  call”.  In  a  post  on  X,  Jaishankar  said,  “Just  concluded  a  good  conversation  with 

@SecRubio. Discussed trade, critical minerals, nuclear cooperation, defence and energy. Agreed 

to remain in touch on these and other issues.” Minutes later, Gor, in an X post, said, “A quick 

update: @SecRubio Just concluded a positive call  with @DrSJaishankar. They discussed next 

steps  regarding  our  bilateral  trade negotiations,  critical  minerals  and a  possible  meeting  next 

month.”  US State Department’s Principal  Deputy Spokesperson Tommy Pigott  said,  “Secretary 

Rubio spoke today with Indian External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, exchanging 

best wishes for the New Year.”

US congratulates India on nuclear energy law

Referring to the recently enacted n-energy law, he said, “The Secretary congratulated India on 

enacting the Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India 

Bill. He expressed interest in capitalizing on this important development to enhance US-India civil 

nuclear  cooperation,  expand  opportunities  for  American  companies,  advance  shared  energy 

security goals, and secure critical mineral supply chains.”

“Secretary  Rubio  and  Minister  Jaishankar  discussed  ongoing  bilateral  trade  agreement 

negotiations and their shared interest in strengthening economic cooperation,” Pigott said. They 

also “exchanged perspectives on regional developments, reaffirming the United States’ and India’s 

commitment  to  a  free  and  open  Indo-Pacific”.  On  Monday,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  US 

embassy, Gor said that trade negotiators would speak as early as Tuesday, and that India would 

be invited to the US-led strategic initiative Pax Silica. That the Rubio-Jaishankar conversation took 

place a day later – and the talking points were similar to what Gor had said – pointed to the 

willingness to move forward on bilateral ties after months of acrimony.

Gor’s  statements  and  the  phone  call  between  Jaishankar  and  Rubio  came  days  after  US 

Commerce Secretary Howard Lutnick publicly blamed India for delays in concluding a trade deal. 

Across  a  carefully  calibrated  first-day  statement,  Gor’s  outreach  Monday  had  underlined  four 

themes: his personal connection with India; his proximity to President Donald Trump and the trust 

he enjoys; the centrality of the Trump-Modi relationship; and the need for steady, incremental steps 

to  stabilise  the  partnership  and  address  public  sentiment.  Newly  appointed  United  States 

Ambassador to India Sergio Gor addresses the media upon his arrival at the US Embassy, in New 

Delhi, Monday, Jan. 12, 2026 Newly appointed United States Ambassador to India Sergio Gor 

addresses the media in New Delhi upon his arrival at the US Embassy on Monday (Photo: PTI).

Jaishankar-Rubio meetings

These set the stage for the conversation between Jaishankar and Rubio. They have met and 

spoken several times in 2025, starting from their meeting in January last year, on the very first day 

Rubio entered the office of the US Secretary of State. In recent months, the two have spoken to 

each other or met on several occasions, including on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly 

and the meeting of the G7 Foreign Ministers.

In September 2025, in their first meeting after the Trump administration levied 50 per cent tariffs on 

India and decided to impose a USD 100,000 fee for  H-1B visa applicants,  their  conversation 

covered a range of bilateral and international issues of “current concern” – indicating that hot-

button issues were part of conversation. They also agreed to continue to engage so that they can 

make progress on “priority  areas”.  In  October  2025,  Jaishankar  held  talks  with  Rubio  on the 

sidelines of the ASEAN and East Asia leaders’ summit in Kuala Lumpur amid chill in the ties that 
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









     







                 




















































               





















�����������	�������������������������������	������	��������������
�����������	�������	�������	������� � ����!��	��������"������������
������	�����#�����$

�����������	�������������������������������	������	��������������
�����������	�������	�������	������� � ����!��	��������"������������
������	�����#�����$


	Page 1
	Jaishankar, Rubio talk: Trade to rare minerals, nuclear to defence

