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Op Sindoor compelling example of modern warfare, says
CDS

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 12 Nov 2025

The four-day military confrontation with Pakistan in May under Operation Sindoor was a
“‘compelling example” of modern warfare where precision strike capabilities were deployed in a
tight time frame, chief of defence staff General Anil Chauhan said on Tuesday.

“Operation Sindoor is a compelling example of modern warfare, where precision strike capabilities,
network-centric operations, digitised intelligence, and multi-domain tactics were effectively
deployed within a compressed time frame,” the CDS said in his special address on Impact of
Technology on Modern Warfare at the Delhi Defence Dialogue, organised by Manohar Parrikar
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (MP-IDSA).

The dialogue brings together policymakers, researchers, industry leaders, and academia to share
insights on how new-age technologies can be effectively harnessed for enhancing India’s defence
capability.

Operation Sindoor marked New Delhi’s direct military response to the April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack in which 26 people were killed. India launched the operation in the early hours of May 7 and
struck terror and military installations in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) before the
May 10 ceasefire.

The clash involved fighter jets, missiles, armed drones, and a fierce artillery duel. Chauhan said it
is imperative for the military leadership to adapt swiftly to evolving realities, adding that
technological superiority has become a decisive factor in determining success on the battlefield.
Modern warfare is being reshaped by rapid innovation, strategic partnerships and organisational
transformation within the armed forces, he said.

“War is all about winning. There are no runners-up in war. There are no silver medals for the
valiant efforts or consolation prizes for very brave attempts. This harsh reality has been driving
military commanders throughout ages to seek every possible advantage over their adversaries,”
Chauhan said. Warfare and winning are dependent on strategy, which was largely derived from
geography in the past, but gradually the element of technology was taking over and
overshadowing geography, he added.

In his welcome address, MP-IDSA director general Sujan Chinoy touched upon the transformative
role of technology in shaping modern defence capabilities, emphasising that the armed forces
worldwide are transitioning from the industrial to the information and cyber age. Emerging
technologies such as artificial intelligence, robotics, and quantum physics are becoming crucial
determinants in warfare and security, he said.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/op-sindoor-compelling-example-of-modern-warfare-
says-cds-101762887343072.html
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Forces hold drill on western front, Rajnath says Operation
Sindoor still on
Source: The Times of India, Dt. 12 Nov 2025

The armed forces are maintaining a high-state of operational readiness while honing their combat
skills in the major tri-service 'Trishul' exercise in northern Arabian Sea and the western front with
Pakistan, even as defence minister Rajnath Singh on Tuesday once again said Operation Sindoor
is still underway.

Singh said the country's leading probe agencies are conducting "a swift and thorough inquiry" into
the car blast near Red Fort in the capital on Monday evening and "findings of investigations will
soon be made public".

"l want to firmly assure the nation that those responsible for this tragedy will be brought to justice
and will not be spared under any circumstances," he added, speaking at Delhi Defence Dialogue
organised by Manohar Parrikar Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses.

The minister went on to stress the importance of harnessing new age technologies to bolster
defence capabilities, including disruptive ones like Al, machine learning, quantum computing and
swarm tech, "in light of the prevailing international security environment and ongoing Operation
Sindoor".

CDS General Anil Chauhan, in turn, said Operation Sindoor "is a compelling example of modern
warfare, where precision strike capabilities, network-centric operations, digitised intelligence, and
multi-domain tactics were effectively deployed within a compressed time-frame" during the cross-
border hostilities with Pakistan from May 7 to 10.

"War is all about winning. There are no runners-up in a war. There are no silver medals for valiant
efforts or consolation prizes for brave attempts. Stakes in any kind of conflict are always high, the
very fate of nations or survival of nations," the CDS said.

The country's political leadership has been repeatedly stressing that Operation Sindoor has only
been "paused" and full operational military preparedness is being maintained to respond to any
misadventure from Pakistan.

Towards this end, Trishul exercise was launched a fortnight ago to conduct joint multi-domain
operations across diverse terrains, as was reported by TOI earlier.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/forces-hold-drill-on-western-front-rajnath-says-operation-
sindoor-still-on/articleshow/125259629.cms
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Delhi Defence Dialogue: Need to make adoption of new tech

natural, swiftm says Rajnath

| Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, November 11

IN HIS inaugural address at the

| second edition of the Delhi De-
fence Dialogue on ‘Harnessing
New Age Technology for De-
fence Capability Development-
‘organised by the Manohar Par-
rikar Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses (MP-
IDSA), Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh called for building sys-
tems and ecosystems that make
the creation and adoption of
new technology natural, swift
and self-sustaining.

Healsoemphasised the need
to adapt to disruptive techno-
logiessuch as Al, machine learn-
ing, quantum computing and
swarmtech, addingthat thetrue
test of advancement lies in how
the apparatus functions. “Har-
nessing technology is not just
about adding new tools; it is
about making our institutions
more agile, anticipatory and

-adaptive, and creatinga defence
architecture that learns continu-
ously, responds instantly and
evolvesrelentlessly in tunewith
the pace of change,” he said.

He further asserted that
high-speed data link, Al-driven
algorithm, quantum computing
and autonomous systems will
achieve less without quick inter-
nal processes and robust human
and institutional capacity to ab-

*
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Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 12 Nov 2025

sorband apply them effectively. |

He highlighted that much of
defence readiness rests on “in-
visible technologies which in-
clude secure data architectures,
encrypted networks, automated
maintenance systems, and in-
teroperable databases”. He said
the defence industrial base is ex-
panding with renewed confi-
dence and clarity, with the syn-
ergy among the DRDO, the
armed forces, industry and aca-
demia creating a virtuous cycle
of research, testing, field feed-
back, and innovation.

Core objective of
warfareisvictory: CDS
At the event, CDS General
Anil Chauhan, in a special ad-
dress, emphasised that the core
objective of warfare remains vic-
tory, as conflicts offernosecond
chances. The CDS highlighted
the recent Operation Sindoor as
a compelling example of mod-
ern warfare, where precision
strike capabilities, network-cen-
tric operations, digitised intelli-
gence, and multi-domain tactics
were effectively deployed within
a compressed timeframe. He
highlighted the imperative for
military leadership to adapt
swiftly tothese evolving realities,
noting that technological su-
periority has become the deci-
sive factor in determining suc-
cess on the battlefield. A
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Nyoma airbase near LAC now operational
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 12 Nov 2025

AjAY BANERJEE
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 11
The Indian Air Force’s strate-
gic airbase at Nyoma in east-
ern Ladakh is now capable of
conducting operations of
fighter jets, helicopters and
transport planes.
Located just 30 km from the
' Line of Actual Control (LAC)
with China, Nyoma was a mud-
paved landing ground. It got a
proper runway made last year
by the Border Roads Organisa-
tion, which was tasked to com-
plete the allied infrastructure at
the airbase by October this year.
The base is now capable to

launch and recover planes and
also carry out minor mainte-

Nyoma is the fourth IAF airbase in

Ladakh. FILE PHOTO

nance jobs.” “Planes can now
land, take offand be sustained at
Nyoma,” sources said. Theword
‘sustained’ is military parlance
for ability to maintain the plane
and have enough habitation to

house crew to handle operations
such as radars, weather stations

and fuelling. The addition of
infrastructure at the Nyoma air-
basewill carry on.

Nyoma, located on the banks
oftheIndus, is 180 km southeast
of Leh at an altitude of 13,700 ft.
With winter temperatures drop-
ping to minus 20°C, the mainte-

*

nance facilities have to cater to
the extreme cold climate.
Nyoma is the fourth IAF base
in Ladakh. The airbase in Leh
is operational, while full-
fledged airstrips with all facili-
ties exist in Kargil and Thoise
(base of Siachen). Besides, a
mud-paved runaway exists at
Daulat Baig Oldie where spe-
cial operations planes land.
The Ministry of Defence is
separately reviving a defunct
advanced landing ground
(ALG) at Chushul in Eastern
Ladakh bordering China.
Chushul is located just 4 km
from the LAC. As per a ‘future
roadmap for the IAF, this ALG

is to be developed to operate
UAVs and helicopters. ”
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India, Vietham kick off VINBAX 2025 Army Drrill
Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 12 Nov 2025

Defence secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh and
deputy chief of general
staff of Vietnam
People’s Army Sr. Lt.
Gen. Phung Si Tan
presided over the open-
ing ceremony of the
sixth edition of India-
Vietnam Army Exercise
VINBAX 2025 at the
Mieu Mon National
Training Centre near
Hanoi.

Exercise VINBAX is a
bilateral military exer-
cise between India and
Vietnam aimed at
enhancing interoper-
ability and sharing best
practices in UN peace-
keeping operations. /

*

GOC Spear Corps visits forward areas of Dibang Valley
Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 12 Nov 2025

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE drone threats. The exercise o~ = g | =

W ltanagar

General Officer Commanding,
Spear Corps, Vvisited
Anini  and forward
air-maintained posts of
Dao Division in the Dibang
Valley to review operational
preparedness, logistics
sustenance and troop morale
in the challenging high-alti-
tude terrain of Eastern
Arunachal Pradesh.

During the visit, the
Corps Commander witnessed
the on-ground validation of
the Kill Box and Ashni
Platoon—specialised combat
teams demonstrating inte-
grated hard kill and soft kill
responses against hostile

DSL - DESIDOC

showcased the Indian Army’s
growing capability in
counter-drone warfare,
blending technology with
tactical acumen to enhance
battlefield resilience.

GOC interacted with the
troops, commended their
professionalism and dedica-
tion in extreme climatic and
terrain conditions and
emphasised the importance
of technological adaptation
in modern warfare.

He reiterated the Indian
Army's commitment to
operational readiness and
the continual “evolution of
combat tactics to meet
emerging security challenges
along the Eastern frontier.
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ISRO completes key test on main parachutes for Gaganyaan
Crew Module
Source: The Hindu, Dt. 12 Nov 2025

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) recently conducted an important test on main
parachutes for the Gaganyaan Crew Module. The test was conducted at the Babina Field Firing
Range (BFFR) in Uttar Pradesh’s Jhansi on November 3, 2025 as part of the ongoing series of
Integrated Main Parachute Airdrop Tests (IMAT) for the qualification of parachute system for
Gaganyaan mission.
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For the Gaganyaan Crew Module, the parachute system comprises a total of 10 parachutes of four
types. The descent sequence begins with two apex cover separation parachutes that remove the
protective cover of the parachute compartment, followed by two drogue parachutes that stabilise
and decelerate the module.

For the Gaganyaan Crew Module, the parachute system comprises a total of 10 parachutes of four
types.

“‘Upon release of the drogues, three pilot parachutes are deployed to extract three main
parachutes, which further slow down the Crew Module to ensure a safe touchdown. The system is
designed with redundancy — two of the three main parachutes are sufficient to achieve a safe
landing,” the space agency said.

The main parachutes of the Gaganyaan mission deploy in a step-by-step process known as reefed
inflation. “In this process, the parachute first opens partially, which is called reefing, and then fully
opens after a predetermined period of time, known as disreefing. This process is carried out using
a pyro device,” it added.

In the recently concluded test, one of the possible extreme scenarios of delay in the disreefing
between the two main parachutes was successfully demonstrated validating the main parachutes
for the maximum design. The test evaluated the system’s structural integrity and load distribution
under asymmetric disreefing conditions, which is one of the most critical load scenarios expected
during actual mission descent.

A simulated mass equivalent to the Crew Module was dropped from an altitude of 2.5 km using the
Indian Air Force’s IL-76 aircraft. The parachute system deployed as planned and the sequence
was executed flawlessly, and the test article achieved a stable descent and soft landing, validating
the robustness of the parachute design.

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/sciencel/isro-completes-key-test-on-main-parachutes-for-
gaganyaan-crew-module/article70266873.ece
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