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Defence News
Raksha  Mantri  holds  bilateral  meeting  with  Australian  Foreign
Minister in Canberra 

Source: PIB, Dt. 09 Oct 2025

Raksha Mantri pays Homage to the Fallen Heroes at Australian WarMemorial by Laying a Wreath at
Tomb of the Fallen Soldier

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh held a bilateral meeting with the Foreign Minister of Australia, Ms Penny
Wong, in Canberra on October 9, 2025. Both leaders reaffirmed their commitment to further strengthening
the India-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and enhancing cooperation in defence, security and
regional stability.

Shri Rajnath Singh underlined the growing ‘dosti’ (friendship) between India & Australia, built on mutual
trust and shared democratic principles rather than transactional interests. Ms Wong praised the significant
contribution of the vibrant Indian diaspora to Australian society and emphasised that while the two nations
are geographically distant, their perspectives & values remain closely aligned.

Shri Rajnath Singh also paid homage to the fallen heroes at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra by
laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Fallen Soldier. He honoured the memory of Indian soldiers who fought
valiantly alongside their Australian comrades in distant lands, symbolising the enduring camaraderie and
shared sacrifices between the Armed Forces of the two nations.

Earlier in the day, the Raksha Mantri was accorded a warm welcome in the Australian Parliament. The
Speaker of the Parliament, Mr Milton Dick, welcomed Shri Rajnath Singh as a distinguished visitor. Several
Australian Members of Parliament, including the Prime Minister of Australia Mr Anthony Albanese, greeted
the Raksha Mantri and exchanged pleasantries, reflecting the warmth & strength of the bilateral partnership.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2177083 
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Raksha  Mantri  holds  Bilateral  Meeting  with  Australian
Counterpart in Canberra 

Source: PIB, Dt. 09 Oct 2025

RM Urges International Community to Come Together Against all Forms of
Terrorism

Terror & Talks cannot go together, Terror & trade cannot go together and water
& blood cannot flow together: RM

Key agreements Inked: Agreement on Information Sharing, MoU on Submarine
Search & Rescue Cooperation and Terms of Reference on establishment of

Joint Staff Talks 

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh held a wide-ranging bilateral meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Defence of Australia, Mr Richard Marles, in Canberra on October 09, 2025, during his official
two-day visit to Australia. The meeting marked five years of the India-Australia Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, with both sides reaffirming their shared commitment to deepening defence cooperation across a
wide  spectrum,  including military exercises,  maritime security,  defence  industry  collaboration and joint
research in science and technology. 

Raksha Mantri underlined the deep-rooted cultural ties and shared democratic values that underpin India-
Australia relations, noting that the Comprehensive Strategic Partnership has witnessed significant expansion
in defence cooperation aligned with the overall trajectory of bilateral relations. The talks culminated in the
signing of three key agreements: an Agreement on Information Sharing, an MoU on Submarine Search and
Rescue Cooperation and Terms of Reference on the establishment of Joint Staff Talks. 

During the meeting, Shri Rajnath Singh reiterated India’s stand with regards to the threat of terrorism that
Terror  & Talks cannot  go together,  Terror  & trade  cannot  go together  and water  & blood cannot  flow
together. He also urged the international community to come together against all forms of terrorism. 

Prime  Minister  of  Australia,  Mr.  Anthony  Albanese,  briefly  joined  the  meeting  and  extended  a  warm
welcome to  Shri  Rajnath  Singh.  Raksha  Mantri  also  conveyed the  greetings  from Prime  Minister  Shri
Narendra Modi and congratulated Mr. Albanese on his emphatic election victory in May 2025. Mr. Anthony
Albanese  lauded India’s  remarkable economic  progress  under  the  dynamic  leadership of  Shri  Narendra
Modi, particularly in the fields of Defence, cyber security, and IT. He also commended India’s success in
lifting  millions  out  of  poverty  and  expressed  enthusiasm for  strengthening  bilateral  cooperation  in  the
coming years. 

A Joint Statement was issued following the meeting, underscoring the growing depth and mutual trust that
define the India-Australia Defence partnership. 

Earlier in the day, Shri Rajnath Singh was received by Assistant Minister of Defence of Australia Mr Peter
Khalil and was accorded a ceremonial stair guard welcome. As part of his engagements, a live air-to-air
refuelling  demonstration  was  organised  onboard  the  KC-30A Multirole  Transport  and  Tanker  Aircraft
(MRTT),  refuelling  an  F-35  aircraft  en  route  to  Canberra.  It  showcased  a  demonstration  of  growing
interoperability following last year’s Implementation Arrangement on Air-to-Air Refuelling. Upon arrival at
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the Australian Parliament House, Shri Rajnath Singh was accorded a traditional welcome in the presence of
Mr Richard Marles. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2176712

India-Australia Defence Ministers’ Joint Statement 
Source: PIB, Dt. 09 Oct 2025

Raksha Mantri  Shri  Rajnath Singh held a  bilateral  meeting with Australian Deputy Prime Minister  and
Minister for Defence Mr Richard Marles on October 09, 2025. The joint statement of the Australia–India
Defence Ministers’ Dialogue is as follows:

“Deputy Prime Minister  and Minister  for Defence,  the Hon Richard Marles  MP, welcomed Minister  of
Defence of  India,  Shri  Rajnath Singh,  to Australia for the inaugural  Australia–India Defence Ministers’
Dialogue. The Dialogue reflected unprecedented progress in the bilateral defence partnership and Ministers’
ambition to  enhance  cooperation,  following the four  bilateral  meetings  between the Ministers since  the
elevation of the Australia–India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2020. 

Ministers advanced their Prime Ministers’ long-term vision for collaboration between the two countries to
enhance collective strength, contribute to both countries’ security, and make an important contribution to
regional peace and security. They discussed a Joint Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap to advance
maritime  cooperation,  and  looked  forward  to  Prime  Ministers  renewing  and  strengthening  the  Joint
Declaration on Defence and Security Cooperation.

Ministers committed to expand the bilateral defence architecture and enhance consultation and cooperation
by conducting an annual Defence Ministers’ Dialogue. Ministers welcomed the signing of the Australia–
India Implementing Arrangement on Mutual Submarine Rescue Support and Cooperation. They welcomed
progress towards operationalising the Australia–India Implementing Arrangement on Air-to-Air Refuelling
signed in 2024. Ministers highlighted closer cooperation on information sharing.

Ministers were pleased the defence partnership now extended across all domains. Ministers welcomed the
establishment of Joint Staff Talks as a forum to progress joint exercises, Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh
held a bilateral meeting with Australian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Defence Mr Richard Marles
on October 09, 2025. The joint statement of the Australia–India Defence Ministers’ Dialogue is as follows:

“Deputy Prime Minister  and Minister  for Defence,  the Hon Richard Marles  MP, welcomed Minister  of
Defence of  India,  Shri  Rajnath Singh,  to Australia for the inaugural  Australia–India Defence Ministers’
Dialogue. The Dialogue reflected unprecedented progress in the bilateral defence partnership and Ministers’
ambition to  enhance  cooperation,  following the four  bilateral  meetings  between the Ministers since  the
elevation of the Australia–India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2020. 

Ministers advanced their Prime Ministers’ long-term vision for collaboration between the two countries to
enhance collective strength, contribute to both countries’ security, and make an important contribution to
regional peace and security. They discussed a Joint Maritime Security Collaboration Roadmap to advance
maritime  cooperation,  and  looked  forward  to  Prime  Ministers  renewing  and  strengthening  the  Joint
Declaration on Defence and Security Cooperation.

Ministers committed to expand the bilateral defence architecture and enhance consultation and cooperation
by conducting an annual Defence Ministers’ Dialogue. Ministers welcomed the signing of the Australia–
India Implementing Arrangement on Mutual Submarine Rescue Support and Cooperation. They welcomed

3

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2176712


Newspaper Clippings, 10/10/2025, Vol. 50, No. 189

DSL - DESIDOC

progress towards operationalising the Australia–India Implementing Arrangement on Air-to-Air Refuelling
signed in 2024. Ministers highlighted closer cooperation on information sharing.

Ministers were pleased the defence partnership now extended across all domains. Ministers welcomed the
establishment of Joint Staff  Talks as a forum to progress joint exercises,  operations and interoperability
across all domains. Australia welcomed India’s participation in Australia’s Exercise Talisman Sabre in 2025
and looked forward to India’s participation in 2027.

Ministers appreciated the growing frequency and complexity of defence exercises and exchanges and the
increasing  interoperability  through implementation  of  the  Mutual  Logistics  Support  Arrangement.  They
welcomed the Royal Australian Air Force’s participation in the Indian Air Force’s Exercise Tarang Shakti in
2024 as well as the Royal Australian Navy’s and Indian Navy’s participation in navy-to-navy engagements in
2026. India welcomed Australia’s invitation for participation in submarine rescue exercise Black Carillon.

Ministers welcomed additional Indian students at the Australian Defence College in 2026, and a position at
the Australian Defence Force Academy in 2027 for the first time.

Ministers underscored the strategic importance of defence industrial collaboration and engagement. They
welcomed Australia’s first defence trade mission to India from 7 to 10 October 2025 and the inaugural India
Pavilion  at  Australia’s  Land  Forces  Expo  2024  as  reflecting  growth  in  the  bilateral  defence  industry
relationship. Ministers acknowledged the Australia–India Defence Industry Roundtable to be held in Sydney
on 10 October. Both sides also agreed to pursue defence collaboration in contemporary technology, including
through the Joint Working Group on Defence Industry, Research and Materiel. Australia thanked India for
the offer of maintenance, repair and overhaul of Royal Australian Navy ships in Indian shipyards during their
deployment to the Indian Ocean Region.

Ministers affirmed the importance of enhancing cooperation with regional partners to help maintain a free,
open, peaceful, stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific. Ministers underscored their strong support for freedom
of navigation and overflight, unimpeded trade in the region, and other lawful uses of the sea consistent with
international law, particularly the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Ministers  were  pleased  with  the  collaborative  maritime  domain  awareness  and  anti-submarine  warfare
activities by Australian and Indian maritime patrol aircraft in the Indian Ocean. They also agreed to continue
aircraft deployment from each other’s territories to build operational familiarity. Ministers welcomed the
ongoing cooperation under the Australia–India–Indonesia trilateral format to address common challenges.

Ministers welcomed the ongoing progress in defence cooperation among Australia, India, Japan and the
United States, underscoring the growing strategic convergence among the partners. They reaffirmed their
commitment to enhancing collaboration on maritime domain awareness and looked forward to a second
collaborative activity on the margins of Exercise Malabar in November 2025. Australia and India expressed
strong support for initiatives that advance closer maritime surveillance cooperation among the four partners
and welcomed the opportunity to observe the India–United States air exercise Cope India in 2025 for the
first time, alongside Japan.

Both  sides  noted  with  satisfaction  the  growing engagement  between  their  respective  Armies.  Ministers
reaffirmed their commitment to deepening army-to-army cooperation, particularly in amphibious exercises
and operations, and through participation in exercises such as Exercise Puk Puk. Ministers welcomed the
enhancement of Exercise Austrahind in both scope and complexity. They underscored the value of sharing
best  practices  in  emerging  and  critical  domains  such  as  integrated  air  and  missile  defence,  secure
communications,  uncrewed  aerial  systems (UAS),  counter-UAS,  and  special  operations  through subject
matter expert exchanges.
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Ministers  acknowledged  the  participation  of  Indian  Naval  Ship  Kadmatt  in  Papua  New Guinea’s  50th
Anniversary of  Independence  celebrations  and port  call  in  Fiji,  in  September  2025.  The Deputy  Prime
Minister invited India to participate in future iterations of Australia’s Operation Render Safe.

Deputy Prime Minister  Marles  accepted the invitation of  Defence Minister  Singh to visit  India for  the
Annual Defence Ministers’ Dialogue in 2026.”

operations and interoperability across all domains. Australia welcomed India’s participation in Australia’s
Exercise Talisman Sabre in 2025 and looked forward to India’s participation in 2027.

Ministers appreciated the growing frequency and complexity of defence exercises and exchanges and the
increasing  interoperability  through implementation  of  the  Mutual  Logistics  Support  Arrangement.  They
welcomed the Royal Australian Air Force’s participation in the Indian Air Force’s Exercise Tarang Shakti in
2024 as well as the Royal Australian Navy’s and Indian Navy’s participation in navy-to-navy engagements in
2026. India welcomed Australia’s invitation for participation in submarine rescue exercise Black Carillon.

Ministers welcomed additional Indian students at the Australian Defence College in 2026, and a position at
the Australian Defence Force Academy in 2027 for the first time.

Ministers underscored the strategic importance of defence industrial collaboration and engagement. They
welcomed Australia’s first defence trade mission to India from 7 to 10 October 2025 and the inaugural India
Pavilion  at  Australia’s  Land  Forces  Expo  2024  as  reflecting  growth  in  the  bilateral  defence  industry
relationship. Ministers acknowledged the Australia–India Defence Industry Roundtable to be held in Sydney
on 10 October. Both sides also agreed to pursue defence collaboration in contemporary technology, including
through the Joint Working Group on Defence Industry, Research and Materiel. Australia thanked India for
the offer of maintenance, repair and overhaul of Royal Australian Navy ships in Indian shipyards during their
deployment to the Indian Ocean Region.

Ministers affirmed the importance of enhancing cooperation with regional partners to help maintain a free,
open, peaceful, stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific. Ministers underscored their strong support for freedom
of navigation and overflight, unimpeded trade in the region, and other lawful uses of the sea consistent with
international law, particularly the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

Ministers  were  pleased  with  the  collaborative  maritime  domain  awareness  and  anti-submarine  warfare
activities by Australian and Indian maritime patrol aircraft in the Indian Ocean. They also agreed to continue
aircraft deployment from each other’s territories to build operational familiarity. Ministers welcomed the
ongoing cooperation under the Australia–India–Indonesia trilateral format to address common challenges.

Ministers welcomed the ongoing progress in defence cooperation among Australia, India, Japan and the
United States, underscoring the growing strategic convergence among the partners. They reaffirmed their
commitment to enhancing collaboration on maritime domain awareness and looked forward to a second
collaborative activity on the margins of Exercise Malabar in November 2025. Australia and India expressed
strong support for initiatives that advance closer maritime surveillance cooperation among the four partners
and welcomed the opportunity to observe the India–United States air exercise Cope India in 2025 for the
first time, alongside Japan.

Both  sides  noted  with  satisfaction  the  growing engagement  between  their  respective  Armies.  Ministers
reaffirmed their commitment to deepening army-to-army cooperation, particularly in amphibious exercises
and operations, and through participation in exercises such as Exercise Puk Puk. Ministers welcomed the
enhancement of Exercise Austrahind in both scope and complexity. They underscored the value of sharing
best  practices  in  emerging  and  critical  domains  such  as  integrated  air  and  missile  defence,  secure
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communications,  uncrewed  aerial  systems (UAS),  counter-UAS,  and  special  operations  through subject
matter expert exchanges.

Ministers  acknowledged  the  participation  of  Indian  Naval  Ship  Kadmatt  in  Papua  New Guinea’s  50th
Anniversary of  Independence  celebrations  and port  call  in  Fiji,  in  September  2025.  The Deputy  Prime
Minister invited India to participate in future iterations of Australia’s Operation Render Safe.

Deputy Prime Minister  Marles  accepted the invitation of  Defence Minister  Singh to visit  India for  the
Annual Defence Ministers’ Dialogue in 2026.” ]

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2176670 

*

Rajnath and Oz minister sign 3 pacts to boost def ties  
Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 10 Oct 2025

*

Indigenous system to be Army’s new eye in the sky for Aerial
threats
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Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 10Oct 2025

*

Army inducts “Saksham” to neutralise aerial threats
Source: The Hindu, Dt. 10 Oct 2025
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*
   भारतऑस्ट्रेलिया में 3    रक्षा समझौता पर हस्ताक्षर

Source: Punjab Kesari, Dt. 10 Oct 2025

*
        भारत को हले्क मिसाइल सिस्टमकीआपूर्ति करेगा ब्रिटेन

Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 10 Oct 2025
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