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India successfully test fires Agni-3 missile 

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 07 Feb 2026
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Ahead of  Macron’s visit,  DAC likely  to  meet  next  week to 

approve deal for 114 Rafales

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 09 Feb 2026

Ahead of French President Emmanuel Macron’s visit to India for the Artificial Intelligence Summit 

from Feb 18 to 20, the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by defence minister Rajnath 

Singh,  is  scheduled to meet  in  the second week of  this  month to consider  big-ticket  defence 

procurement proposals, a defence source told TOI. Most important of them all is the likely proposal 

to grant Acceptance of Necessary (AoN) next week to buy 114 Rafale fighter jets from France at a  

cost of Rs 3.25 lakh crore.

The proposed project will entail procurement of 18 aircraft in fly away condition and the rest made 

in India with up to 60% indigenous content. About 80% of the 114 Rafales proposed to be acquired 

under the deal are planned to be manufactured in India. Sources said the IAF is going to get 88 

single-seater and 26 twin-seater aircraft under the project, of which the majority would be built in 

India with the collaboration of Dassault and Indian private sector companies.

The acquisition, which was already cleared by Defence Procurement Board last month, will head 

to the apex body for the next round of clearances, following which the formal process of technical 

and commercial negotiations will start. Deal may be given the final shape during Macron’s visit to 

India.  The IAF is currently operating around 30 fighter squadrons, well  short  of  its sanctioned 

strength of 42 squadrons, at a time when threat perceptions are rising from Pakistan and China.

Defence analysts point to increasing strategic collusion between Pakistan and Bangladesh, as well 

as Pakistan and China, as key factors that have heightened regional security concerns. Once the 

deal gets completed, IAF will have a fleet of 150 Rafales, along with 26 of the Indian Navy, which 

will have an aircraft carrier-compatible version of the French planes.

Operation Sindoor has shown the significance of the ‘4.5-gen king’ Rafale in offensive operations 

as it is armed with deadly missiles like Meteor, scalp and laser-guided bombs. The Rafale project 

is expected to help the IAF meet its requirement for a 4.5-gen-plus multirole fighter aircraft for a 

long time.

The deal  is  urgently  required as India is  unlikely  to  get  the new fifth-generation fighter  plane 

Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) any time in near future as the process to shortlist 

companies for building such an advanced stealth fighter is still going on and HAL’s Tejas MkIA 

production programme is moving at a snail’s pace due to its dependence on Tejas engine on 

American company GE.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/defence/news/ahead-of-macrons-visit-dac-likely-to-meet-next-

week-to-approve-deal-for-114-rafales/articleshow/128046713.cms

*
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From business to tech, India inks key pact with Malaysia

Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 09 Feb 2026
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US,  Russia,  Iran  among  70  nations  to  join  naval  drill  in 

Visakhapatnam  

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 07 Feb 2026

India is gearing up for a significant naval spectacle, International Fleet Review (IFR)-2026, and 

hosting 70 countries, including Russia, Iran and the US, for the maritime exercise ‘Milan-2026’.

It will host the IFR-2026 at Visakhapatnam on February 18. A day later, the week-long exercise will 

commence at the same venue. At the International Fleet Review-2026, INS Vikrant, India’s first 

indigenously-built aircraft carrier, will be the centre of attraction.

The IFR is a prestigious naval ceremony, in which warships, submarines and aircraft from friendly 

nations assemble at sea to showcase their capabilities and foster maritime cooperation. This year, 

President Droupadi Murmu would review the fleet as India will  host its third International Fleet 

Review, the earlier ones being in 2001 and 2016.

Exercise Milan-2026 would be one of the largest Maritime exercise in the region. Week-long drills 

will be conducted from February 19 to 26. A harbour phase on February 19 and 20, followed by a 

highly complex operational Sea Phase from February 21 to 25 in the Bay of Bengal. The sea 

phase in Bay of Bengal will have anti-submarine drills, air operations and complex and dynamic 

sea operations.

Notably, the US and Russia will participate together in the multi-lateral forum. Japan and Australia, 

both partners in the Quad with India and US, would also be a part of it. Besides the exercise Millan 

and the IFR, the city will  also host the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) a Conclave of 

Chiefs, scheduled to be conducted from February 15 to 25. The IONS Conclave of Chiefs, during 

which the Indian Navy would assume chairmanship (2025-2027), will bring together Naval Chiefs 

from 25 members, 9 observers, and specially invited nations to deliberate on maritime security, 

HADR, and information sharing.

An International Maritime Seminar will  gather maritime strategists, defence officials, academics 

and industry leaders to discuss contemporary issues, including maritime collaboration, technology 

and humanitarian support.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/us-russia-iran-among-70-nations-to-join-naval-drill-in-

visakhapatnam/

*

RRM  to  Lead  the  Indian  Delegation  to  Saudi  Arabia 

Participating in the 3rd World Defence Show 2026   

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Sanjay Seth will lead a high-level Indian delegation to the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia to participate in the third World Defence Show (WDS) 2026, on February 08-09 2026. 

WDS is expected to host more than 700 exhibitors and around 400 official delegations. The Indian 

delegation will comprise senior officers from the Department of Defence Production and the Armed 

Forces.
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As part of India’s participation, RRM will inaugurate the first-ever India Pavilion at WDS, spread 

over  an  area  of  400  square  meters.  The  Pavilion  will  showcase  India’s  growing  indigenous 

capabilities  in  defence manufacturing and technology,  featuring the country’s  prominent  public 

sector  defence  enterprises,  including  Armoured  Vehicles  Nigam  Limited  (AVNL),  Advanced 

Weapons and Equipment India Limited (AWEIL), Munitions India Limited (MIL), Bharat Electronics 

Limited (BEL), India Optel Limited (IOL), Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) and Yantra India Limited 

(YIL), which will exhibit their products such as tanks, artillery gun systems, missiles, ammunition, 

radars, etc.

On the sidelines of WDS 2026, a bilateral meeting between Raksha Rajya Mantri and his Saudi 

Arabian  counterpart  is  planned.  RRM will  also  interact  with  representatives  of  leading  Saudi 

Arabian industry bodies to enhance defence cooperation and industrial collaboration between the 

two countries.

The World Defence Show is a biennial international defence exhibition hosted by the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia. It holds significant strategic importance for the Indian Defence industry, serving as a 

vital  platform  to  highlight  India’s  indigenization  initiatives,  advanced  technologies,  and 

manufacturing  capabilities,  while  fostering  international  partnerships  in  the  Global  Defence 

Ecosystem.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2224333&reg=3&lang=1

*

Western  Air  Command  hosts  high-level  joint  operations 

conclave: All Domain Joint Operations (ADJO) Exercise 2026 

Framework   

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

Headquarters  Western  Air  Command  successfully  conducted  a  high-level  Joint  Operations 

Conclave on 05 and 06 February 2026 under All Domain Joint Operations (ADJO) Exercise 2026 

Framework. The conclave was focussed on deepening intra-service and inter-service interactions 

at the operational level of warfare, with the objective of strengthening joint operational capabilities 

across  the  Indian  Defence Forces  in  an  increasingly  complex  multi-domain  environment.  The 

deliberations were attended by senior officers representing the Headquarters Integrated Defence 

Staff  (IDS), Indian Army, Indian Navy, Defence Space Agency (DSA) and Defence Intelligence 

Agency (DIA) alongside senior leadership from the Indian Air Force.

In his inaugural address, Air Marshal JS Mann, Senior Air Staff Officer, Western Air Command, 

emphasised the paramount importance of jointness and integrated warfighting in contemporary 

and  future  conflicts.  He  highlighted  the  pressing  requirement  for  an  all-domain  operational 

approach that  achieves seamless integration across air,  land,  sea,  space and cyber domains, 

thereby  enabling  decisive  outcomes  in  contested  and  denied  environments.  Further,  he 

emphasised  on  enhancing  interoperability  among  the  services,  promoting  domain-agnostic 

decision-making  processes,  strengthening  sensor-to-shooter  linkages  and  refining  operational 

procedures for greater efficiency and effectiveness.

7
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The Chief  of  Integrated  Defence  Staff  Air  Marshal  Ashutosh  Dixit  addressed  the  ADJO 2026 

Conclave and highlighted the need to institutionalise joint mechanisms for integrated planning, 

intelligence sharing and capability prioritization. He stressed coherent inter-service responses and 

structured identification of capability gaps to strengthen comprehensive operational preparedness 

for future contingencies. He underscored the importance of advancing all-domain integration to 

achieve synergistic effects across services and deliver unified operational outcomes. Air Marshal 

Ashutosh Dixit advocated for accelerated doctrinal evolution and tri-service resource alignment to 

build strong unified operational capability and sustained strategic readiness.

Concluding the conclave, Air Marshal Jeetendra Mishra, Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western 

Air Command delivered a comprehensive address in which he drew critical lessons from Operation 

Sindoor and elaborated on their far-reaching implications for the conduct of future warfare. He 

underscored the pivotal  role of air  power in generating decisive strategic effects, the essential 

need to synchronise surface manoeuvre with offensive air operations, and the strategic advantage 

offered by the employment of stand-off weapons.

Air Marshal Jeetendra Mishra advocated a resolute shift away from legacy attrition-based models 

characteristic of the 1971 era, as well as from conventional Effects-Based Operations framework, 

toward a more agile, adaptive and fully integrated joint warfighting paradigm. He called particular 

attention  to  the  imperative  of  identifying  and  bridging  existing  capability  gaps,  reinforcing 

convergence across all  domains and laying a robust foundation for coordinated, effects-driven 

responses in the all-domain battlespace.

The  All  Domain  Joint  Operations  Exercise  2026  constitutes  an  important  milestone,  which  is 

expected  to  play  a  decisive  role  in  building  a  truly  interoperable  and  future-ready  joint  force 

capable  of  prevailing  across  the  full  spectrum  of  modern  security  challenges.  This  initiative 

reaffirms the steadfast commitment of  the Indian Defence Forces to the principle of  jointness, 

operational synergy and continuous adaptation in pursuit of national security objectives.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2224488&reg=3&lang=1

*
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Logistics of the military budget hike  

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 07 Feb 2026
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Fighter Jet, Set, Go

Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 08 Feb 2026
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INS Sudarshini  completes maiden port  call  at  Salalah and 

Oman

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 09 Feb 2026

The Indian Navy’s Sail Training Ship INS Sudarshini successfully concluded her first port call at 

Salalah,  Oman, on February 5,  the defence ministry said on Sunday. The visit  marked a key 

milestone  in  the  ship’s  ambitious  ten-month  trans-oceanic  voyage,  Lokayan  26,  aimed  at 

showcasing India’s rich maritime heritage and the ethos of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (The World is 

One Family) across the globe.

During the visit, the Commanding Officer of INS Sudarshini interacted with Captain Mohammad Al 

Ghailani,  Southern  Naval  Area Commander  of  the  Royal  Navy of  Oman (RNO),  and Captain 

Mohammad Al Mahari, Commanding Officer of Royal Navy of Oman Vessel AI Moazer.

The interactions highlighted historic seafaring links between India and Oman and reinforced the 

‘Bridges of Friendship’ between the two navies. Continuing the professional engagement, the ship 

also hosted officers from the Royal Navy of Oman for a guided tour of the ship.

11
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In a vibrant display of people-to-people connect, the sail training ship was open to visitors. More 

than 600 visitors, including schoolchildren, were provided a firsthand glimpse of the three-masted 

barque and were familiarised with the nuances of ocean sailing. INS Sudarshini now proceeds on 

her next leg of Lokayan 26, carrying forward India’s timeless seafaring legacy across the oceans.

https://dailypioneer.com/news/ins-sudarshini-completes-maiden-port-call-at-salalah-and-oman

*
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Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 09 Feb 2026

*
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Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 09 Feb 2026

*

Army rolls out alumni platform to deepen global military ties

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 09 Feb 2026

The Army has launched a unique platform — ‘Friends for life’— to serve as a bridge connecting 

generations of  military leaders from 99 countries who trained together at  Indian Army training 

establishments. In the past decade alone, the Army has trained over 21,500 service personnel 

from friendly foreign countries. The portal was launched on February 5. The Army said it would 

allow strengthening  professional  engagement  and rekindling  bonds among Indian  and foreign 

alumni.

At the launch, foreign services attachés from 39 friendly foreign countries were present. Through 

the launch,  the  Army is  not  only  connecting  its  alumni  but  also  weaving a  global  network  of 

13
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friendships that  will  strengthen institutions,  enhance collaboration,  improve interoperability  and 

contribute to deeper defence cooperation.

The aim is  to  foster  strong bonds between students  of  friendly  foreign countries  and training 

establishments. The web portal will  be a medium to reconnect and serve as a springboard for 

further  involvements.  The  web  portal  has  been  developed  in  order  to  maintain  a  life-long 

connection between the training establishment. Sources said the use of the platform would be 

based on credentials — like a login and password. Each of the former students of foreign countries 

will be verified.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/army-rolls-out-alumni-platform-to-deepen-global-military-
ties/

*
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Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 07 Feb 2026
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New START Ends: US seeks fresh nuclear treaty with Russia, 

China

Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 07 Feb 2026

*
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India  unveils  2-nanometre  chip  design,  advances  AI  and 

semicon ambitions

Source: The Statesman, Dt. 08 Feb 2026

*
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India’s Quantum Future Begins from Amaravati as "National 

Quantum  Mission"  Positions  the  State  as  Strategic 

Springboard: Dr Jitendra Singh 

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 08 Feb 2026

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences, and MoS 

PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh today 

declared that “this is not merely the foundation stone of a building, but the foundation stone of 

India’s quantum future,” as he addressed the Foundation Ceremony of Amaravati Quantum Valley 

in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh.

Describing quantum technology as a strategic necessity rather than an option, the Minister said 

India has no choice but to lead in this domain if it seeks to secure its communication systems, 

defence  architecture,  healthcare  innovation,  and  global  technological  standing  in  the  coming 

decades.

The Foundation Ceremony of Amaravati Quantum Valley was attended by the Chief Minister of 

Andhra Pradesh Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, State Minister for IT, Electronics and Education Shri 

Nara  Lokesh,  Principal  Scientific  Adviser  to  the Government  of  India  Prof.  Ajay  Kumar  Sood, 

Secretary,  Department  of  Science  &  Technology  Prof.  Abhay  Karandikar,  Prof.  V.  Kamakoti, 

Director IIT Madras, senior industry leaders including Dr Amit Singhee (IBM Research India), Dr 

Harrick Vin (TCS), Mr M. V. Satish (L&T), senior state officials, faculty members and students. The 

event featured the unveiling of the foundation plaque, launch of the Amaravati Quantum Valley 

logo, launch of IBM and TCS Quantum Cloud Services, establishment of the IBM–TCS Quantum 

Innovation Centre, announcement of a Quantum Talent Hub, Quantum Reference Facility by SRM 

University, Quantum-Safe Applications initiative, and exchange of multiple MoUs with nine industry 

partners, marking a coordinated industry–academia–government partnership.

Dr  Jitendra  Singh  expressed  deep  appreciation  for  the  leadership  of  Chief  Minister  Shri  N. 

Chandrababu Naidu, describing him as a leader who “lives in tomorrow and dreams of the day 

after tomorrow.” Recalling his early exposure to the Chief Minister’s technology-driven governance 

during the first  term in  Hyderabad’s  Hi-Tech City,  he  said  the rapid  progress seen in  Andhra 

Pradesh over  the  past  year  reflects  the  true  spirit  of  cooperative  federalism and what  Prime 

Minister Shri Narendra Modi describes as the “double-engine” approach — alignment between the 

Centre and the State.

Referring to his visit  to Visakhapatnam last week, the Minister cited the long-pending National 

Centre for Ocean Sciences project, conceived in 2006 and stalled for nearly two decades, which 

was completed within months after the present state government assumed office. The Centre will 

serve as a critical node for India’s Deep Ocean Mission, further strengthening the Blue Economy 

vision announced by the Prime Minister from the Red Fort.

Dr Jitendra Singh noted that India today stands among a select group of nations with a dedicated 

National Quantum Mission. With an allocation of approximately 6,000 crore, the Mission spans 43₹  

institutions  across  17  States  and  2  Union  Territories,  organised  through  four  thematic  hubs 

focusing on Quantum Computing, Quantum Communication, Quantum Sensing and Metrology, 

and  Quantum  Materials  and  Devices.  The  national  objectives  include  developing  quantum 

computers  with  up to  1,000 physical  qubits  within  eight  years,  establishing secure  ground-to-
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ground quantum communication networks, enabling long-distance quantum communication, and 

achieving inter-city Quantum Key Distribution across 2,000 kilometres.

Addressing  students  present  at  the  event,  the  Minister  explained why quantum technology  is 

central  to  the  next  industrial  transformation.  He  stated  that  conventional  computing  and 

cybersecurity systems would remain vulnerable in a world where adversaries possess quantum 

computing capabilities. Quantum encryption, he explained, would make data virtually impossible to 

breach, potentially requiring astronomical timeframes to decode. In defence and cybersecurity, this 

offers unprecedented strategic protection.

He also spoke about transformative healthcare applications, including precision radiation therapies 

capable of targeting tumours without collateral damage, adapting dynamically to organ movement 

and enabling faster patient recovery. Quantum technology, he said, will similarly redefine satellite 

communication, secure communications infrastructure, and advanced sensing capabilities.

Dr Jitendra Singh observed that India may have entered the IT revolution later than some nations,  

but  it  will  not  repeat  that  delay  in  emerging  technologies.  With  parallel  missions  in  Artificial 

Intelligence, Biotechnology, Space and Deep Ocean exploration, India is positioning itself at the 

forefront of the next global technological wave. He referred to the recently announced BioPharma 

Shakti initiative and noted that the global economy is steadily transitioning toward biotechnology, 

regenerative cycles, genetic sciences, software-driven systems, and quantum computing.

The Minister informed that India has already introduced B.Tech minors in Quantum Technology 

and is preparing to expand into M.Tech programmes. He discussed with the Chief Minister the 

possibility of launching structured quantum academic programmes in Andhra Pradesh, supported 

by trained faculty and institutional collaboration. He added that advanced fabrication facilities and 

central  research  infrastructure  are  being  established  and  will  be  accessible  to  startups, 

researchers,  and  academic  institutions.  He  also  acknowledged the  pioneering  Research  Park 

model initiated by IIT Madras, now being replicated across the country.

Dr Jitendra Singh emphasised that the era of working in silos is over. The success of Amaravati 

Quantum Valley lies in integrating government,  industry,  academia, and startups into a unified 

national effort. Opening the space sector to private players five years ago and expanding private 

participation  in  nuclear  energy  demonstrate  the  confidence  of  the  present  government  in 

collaborative growth. India’s space economy has already grown from a fractional share to an $8 

billion  sector,  with  projections reaching $45 billion  in  the coming years  due to  this  integrated 

approach.

Concluding his address, the Minister declared that India’s quantum journey begins from the sacred 

city of Amaravati and that Andhra Pradesh will serve as a springboard in India’s march towards 

Viksit  Bharat.  He assured full  support  from the Government of  India for states that align their  

innovation ecosystems with national missions and reaffirmed that the collaboration between the 

Centre and Andhra Pradesh will accelerate India’s emergence as a global quantum leader.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2225097&reg=3&lang=1

*
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DST  Strengthens  India–Netherlands  Cooperation  in  Green 

Hydrogen Research and Capacity Building  

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

The Department  of  Science and Technology (DST),  Government  of  India,  today strengthened 

India–Netherlands scientific cooperation in clean energy with the launch of the India–Netherlands 

Hydrogen  Fellowship  Programme,  and  the  hosting  of  the  signing  of  a  Memorandum  of 

Understanding (MoU) between the University of Groningen, Netherlands, and 19 Indian Institutes 

of Technology (IITs) to establish an enabling academic cooperation framework in green energy and 

hydrogen research.

The India–Netherlands Hydrogen Fellowship Programme for which the Scheme Guidelines and 

Call  for  Proposals  (CFP) was released today,  is  a  national  capacity-building initiative open to 

eligible  Indian  doctoral,  postdoctoral,  and faculty  applicants  across  institutions.  The fellowship 

programme was  launched  by  Secretary  Department  of  Science  and  Technology,  Prof.  Abhay 

Karandikar in the presence of Mr. Huib Mijnarends, Deputy Ambassador of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands to India.

While launching the programme, Prof. Karandikar, Secretary, DST, said that focused international 

collaboration  and  targeted  capacity-building  initiatives  are  critical  for  advancing  hydrogen 

technologies from research to deployment, particularly in hard-to-abate sectors aligned with India’s 

clean energy transition goals. Mr. Huib Mijnarends, Deputy Ambassador of the Kingdom of the 

Netherlands  to  India,  emphasised  the  alignment  of  Indo-Dutch  cooperation  in  hydrogen  and 

energy transition. Prof. Dr. Jouke de Vries, President, University of Groningen, underlined the role 

of sustained academic partnerships in addressing global energy challenges.

The India–Netherlands Hydrogen Fellowship Programme aims to strengthen India’s deployment 

readiness  in  hydrogen  technologies  through  structured  exposure  to  advanced  hydrogen 

ecosystems in the Netherlands, with emphasis on system integration, safety, techno-economic 

analysis, life-cycle assessment, and indigenisation pathways. The fellowship is designed to ensure 

that research outcomes directly contribute to national clean energy priorities.
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DST  also  hosted  the  signing  of  the  institution-to-institution  MoU  between  the  University  of 

Groningen and 19 IITs, establishing an enabling framework for long-term academic cooperation in 

hydrogen and green energy research. The MoU would facilitate faculty and student exchange, joint 

research, and knowledge sharing, and operates without automatic financial commitments.

The high-level  engagement  reflected the shared commitment  of  India  and the Netherlands to 

advance  research,  capacity  building,  and  deployment-oriented  innovation  in  green  hydrogen, 

aligned with India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission, Energy Independence 2047, and Net-Zero 

2070 objectives.

Professor Dhirendra S. Katti, Director IIT Goa; Prof. Venkappayya R. Desai, Director IIT Dharwad; 

Dr. Anita Gupta, Head CEST Division, DST; Dr. Ranjith Krishna Pai, Senior Director, HVIC and 

HFC Program Officer, CEST, DST and senior officials from other IITs were also present at the 

event.  The  initiatives  mark  a  significant  step  in  deepening  Indo-Dutch  collaboration  and 

strengthening human capital for the emerging global hydrogen economy.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2224415&reg=3&lang=1

*
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