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India successfully test fires Agni-3 missile
Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 07 Feb 2026

Press Trust of India
letters@hindustantimes.com

BALASORE: India on Friday suc-
cessfully test-fired nuclear weap-
ons-capable Agni-3 ballistic mis-
sile from the Chandipur off Odi-
sha coast, which has a strike
range of more than 3,000 kilo-
metres, officials said.

The surface-to-surface missile
was launched by the personnel
of Strategic Forces Command
(SFC) from a mobile launcher as
part of a regular training exer-
cise for the user.

The missile was picked up
randomly from the production
lot and test fired, they said add-
ing that the SFC is tasked with
handling strategic weapons sys-
tems. The launch validated all
operational and technical
parameters, officials said.

After the command for auto-
launch was given, the two-stage
solid-propelled missile took off
on a designated flight path-and
homed onto the pre-designated
target area in the Bay of Bengal
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THE SURFACE-TO-
SURFACE
BALLISTIC MISSILE
HAS A STRIKE
RANGE OF MORE
THAN 3,000
KILOMETRES,
OFFICIALS SAID

with accuracy.The Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) sources
said that it met all the mission

objectives.

Various parameters and tra-
jectory of the 17-meter long mis-
sile were tracked and monitored
in real time by radars along the
east coast, as well as by the
telemetry and electro-optical
systems. Two down-range ships
near the impact point recorded
the terminal event, they said.

Agni-3 is one of the sophisti-
cated and accurate missiles of its
class and has already been
inducted into the armed forces.
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Ahead of Macron’s visit, DAC likely to meet next week to
approve deal for 114 Rafales

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 09 Feb 2026

Ahead of French President Emmanuel Macron’s visit to India for the Atrtificial Intelligence Summit
from Feb 18 to 20, the Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by defence minister Rajnath
Singh, is scheduled to meet in the second week of this month to consider big-ticket defence
procurement proposals, a defence source told TOI. Most important of them all is the likely proposal
to grant Acceptance of Necessary (AoN) next week to buy 114 Rafale fighter jets from France at a
cost of Rs 3.25 lakh crore.

The proposed project will entail procurement of 18 aircraft in fly away condition and the rest made
in India with up to 60% indigenous content. About 80% of the 114 Rafales proposed to be acquired
under the deal are planned to be manufactured in India. Sources said the IAF is going to get 88
single-seater and 26 twin-seater aircraft under the project, of which the majority would be built in
India with the collaboration of Dassault and Indian private sector companies.

The acquisition, which was already cleared by Defence Procurement Board last month, will head
to the apex body for the next round of clearances, following which the formal process of technical
and commercial negotiations will start. Deal may be given the final shape during Macron’s visit to
India. The IAF is currently operating around 30 fighter squadrons, well short of its sanctioned
strength of 42 squadrons, at a time when threat perceptions are rising from Pakistan and China.

Defence analysts point to increasing strategic collusion between Pakistan and Bangladesh, as well
as Pakistan and China, as key factors that have heightened regional security concerns. Once the
deal gets completed, IAF will have a fleet of 150 Rafales, along with 26 of the Indian Navy, which
will have an aircraft carrier-compatible version of the French planes.

Operation Sindoor has shown the significance of the ‘4.5-gen king’ Rafale in offensive operations
as it is armed with deadly missiles like Meteor, scalp and laser-guided bombs. The Rafale project
is expected to help the IAF meet its requirement for a 4.5-gen-plus multirole fighter aircraft for a
long time.

The deal is urgently required as India is unlikely to get the new fifth-generation fighter plane
Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA) any time in near future as the process to shortlist
companies for building such an advanced stealth fighter is still going on and HAL's Tejas MkIA
production programme is moving at a snail’'s pace due to its dependence on Tejas engine on
American company GE.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/defence/news/ahead-of-macrons-visit-dac-likely-to-meet-next-
week-to-approve-deal-for-114-rafales/articleshow/128046713.cms

*
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From business to tech, India inks key pact with Malaysia
Source The Indian Express, Dt. 09 Feb 2026
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PM Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during the delegation-level talks with

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim in Kuala Lumpur on Sunday. an

DivyaA vestments, defence, security, statement, Malaysia also ap-
New Delhi, February 8 semiconductors, digitaltechno-  preciated India’s initiative in es-
logies, financial technologies, tablishing the International
PRIME MINISTER Narendra fintech, renewableenergy,edu-  Solar Alliance (ISA).
Modi on Sunday held wide- cation, healthcare, culture, tour- The Indian Electronics and
rangingtalkswithhisMalaysian ~ ism, and people-to-peopleex- Semiconductor Association
counterpart Anwar Ibrahimin changes. They also had the (IESA) and its Malaysian
Putrajaya, aimed at deepening  opportunity to discuss key re-  counterpart (MSIA) are now of-
the Comprehensive Strategic  gional and global issues.” ficially linked tostabilise supply
Partnership betweenthetwona- With Malaysia accounting chains against global shocks,
tions with aspecial focusonar-  for roughly 13% of global semi-  added the statement. The two
tificial intelligence, defenceand ~ conductortrade, thetwoleaders  leaders also welcomed the out-
semiconductor sectors. sought to integrate India’s de-  comesofthe Malaysia-India De-
The discussions were fol- signcapabilitieswith Malaysia’s  fence Cooperation Committee
lowed by theexchangeofseveral ~manufacturing and packaging (MIDCOM) and its subcommit-
agreementsand memorandaof  strengths, acknowledgingthe tees, including the terms of ref-
understanding covering stra-  semiconductor industry’sstra-  erenceontheestablishmentofa
tegic, economic, technological  tegic importance totheglobal  Strategic Affairs Working Group
and people-to-people engage- technologylandscape. (SAWG) and Su-30 Forum. The
ment. Briefingreporters afterthe In the energy sector, Malay-  Su-30 Forum enablesthe Indian
talks, Ministry of External Af-  siasPETRONASandGentariare  Air Force (IAF) and the Royal
fairs (MEA) Secretary (East) P expanding their presenceinIn-  Malaysian Air Force (RMAF) to
Kumaransaid: “ThetwoPMsre-  dia’s solar and green hydrogen  sharetechnical expertise, main-
viewed bilateral cooperation = markets, aligningwithashared tenance protocols, and spare
across the full spectrumofour  goal of achieving net-zero partsstrategies, therebybypass-
partnership, includingtrade,in-  emissions. Accordingtothejoint  ingsupply chain hurdles. A
*
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US, Russia, Iran among 70 nations to join naval drill in
Visakhapatnam
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 07 Feb 2026

India is gearing up for a significant naval spectacle, International Fleet Review (IFR)-2026, and
hosting 70 countries, including Russia, Iran and the US, for the maritime exercise ‘Milan-2026’.

It will host the IFR-2026 at Visakhapatnam on February 18. A day later, the week-long exercise will
commence at the same venue. At the International Fleet Review-2026, INS Vikrant, India’s first
indigenously-built aircraft carrier, will be the centre of attraction.

The IFR is a prestigious naval ceremony, in which warships, submarines and aircraft from friendly
nations assemble at sea to showcase their capabilities and foster maritime cooperation. This year,
President Droupadi Murmu would review the fleet as India will host its third International Fleet
Review, the earlier ones being in 2001 and 2016.

Exercise Milan-2026 would be one of the largest Maritime exercise in the region. Week-long drills
will be conducted from February 19 to 26. A harbour phase on February 19 and 20, followed by a
highly complex operational Sea Phase from February 21 to 25 in the Bay of Bengal. The sea
phase in Bay of Bengal will have anti-submarine drills, air operations and complex and dynamic
sea operations.

Notably, the US and Russia will participate together in the multi-lateral forum. Japan and Australia,
both partners in the Quad with India and US, would also be a part of it. Besides the exercise Millan
and the IFR, the city will also host the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS) a Conclave of
Chiefs, scheduled to be conducted from February 15 to 25. The IONS Conclave of Chiefs, during
which the Indian Navy would assume chairmanship (2025-2027), will bring together Naval Chiefs
from 25 members, 9 observers, and specially invited nations to deliberate on maritime security,
HADR, and information sharing.

An International Maritime Seminar will gather maritime strategists, defence officials, academics
and industry leaders to discuss contemporary issues, including maritime collaboration, technology
and humanitarian support.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/us-russia-iran-among-70-nations-to-join-naval-drill-in-
visakhapatnam/

*

RRM to Lead the Indian Delegation to Saudi Arabia
Participating in the 3rd World Defence Show 2026

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

Raksha Rajya Mantri Shri Sanjay Seth will lead a high-level Indian delegation to the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia to participate in the third World Defence Show (WDS) 2026, on February 08-09 2026.
WDS is expected to host more than 700 exhibitors and around 400 official delegations. The Indian
delegation will comprise senior officers from the Department of Defence Production and the Armed
Forces.
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As part of India’s participation, RRM will inaugurate the first-ever India Pavilion at WDS, spread
over an area of 400 square meters. The Pavilion will showcase India’s growing indigenous
capabilities in defence manufacturing and technology, featuring the country’s prominent public
sector defence enterprises, including Armoured Vehicles Nigam Limited (AVNL), Advanced
Weapons and Equipment India Limited (AWEIL), Munitions India Limited (MIL), Bharat Electronics
Limited (BEL), India Optel Limited (IOL), Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) and Yantra India Limited
(YIL), which will exhibit their products such as tanks, artillery gun systems, missiles, ammunition,
radars, etc.

On the sidelines of WDS 2026, a bilateral meeting between Raksha Rajya Mantri and his Saudi
Arabian counterpart is planned. RRM will also interact with representatives of leading Saudi
Arabian industry bodies to enhance defence cooperation and industrial collaboration between the
two countries.

The World Defence Show is a biennial international defence exhibition hosted by the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia. It holds significant strategic importance for the Indian Defence industry, serving as a
vital platform to highlight India’s indigenization initiatives, advanced technologies, and
manufacturing capabilities, while fostering international partnerships in the Global Defence
Ecosystem.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2224333&reg=3&lang=1

*

Western Air Command hosts high-level joint operations
conclave: All Domain Joint Operations (ADJO) Exercise 2026
Framework

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

Headquarters Western Air Command successfully conducted a high-level Joint Operations
Conclave on 05 and 06 February 2026 under All Domain Joint Operations (ADJO) Exercise 2026
Framework. The conclave was focussed on deepening intra-service and inter-service interactions
at the operational level of warfare, with the objective of strengthening joint operational capabilities
across the Indian Defence Forces in an increasingly complex multi-domain environment. The
deliberations were attended by senior officers representing the Headquarters Integrated Defence
Staff (IDS), Indian Army, Indian Navy, Defence Space Agency (DSA) and Defence Intelligence
Agency (DIA) alongside senior leadership from the Indian Air Force.

In his inaugural address, Air Marshal JS Mann, Senior Air Staff Officer, Western Air Command,
emphasised the paramount importance of jointness and integrated warfighting in contemporary
and future conflicts. He highlighted the pressing requirement for an all-domain operational
approach that achieves seamless integration across air, land, sea, space and cyber domains,
thereby enabling decisive outcomes in contested and denied environments. Further, he
emphasised on enhancing interoperability among the services, promoting domain-agnostic
decision-making processes, strengthening sensor-to-shooter linkages and refining operational
procedures for greater efficiency and effectiveness.
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The Chief of Integrated Defence Staff Air Marshal Ashutosh Dixit addressed the ADJO 2026
Conclave and highlighted the need to institutionalise joint mechanisms for integrated planning,
intelligence sharing and capability prioritization. He stressed coherent inter-service responses and
structured identification of capability gaps to strengthen comprehensive operational preparedness
for future contingencies. He underscored the importance of advancing all-domain integration to
achieve synergistic effects across services and deliver unified operational outcomes. Air Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit advocated for accelerated doctrinal evolution and tri-service resource alignment to
build strong unified operational capability and sustained strategic readiness.

Concluding the conclave, Air Marshal Jeetendra Mishra, Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western
Air Command delivered a comprehensive address in which he drew critical lessons from Operation
Sindoor and elaborated on their far-reaching implications for the conduct of future warfare. He
underscored the pivotal role of air power in generating decisive strategic effects, the essential
need to synchronise surface manoeuvre with offensive air operations, and the strategic advantage
offered by the employment of stand-off weapons.

Air Marshal Jeetendra Mishra advocated a resolute shift away from legacy attrition-based models
characteristic of the 1971 era, as well as from conventional Effects-Based Operations framework,
toward a more agile, adaptive and fully integrated joint warfighting paradigm. He called particular
attention to the imperative of identifying and bridging existing capability gaps, reinforcing
convergence across all domains and laying a robust foundation for coordinated, effects-driven
responses in the all-domain battlespace.

The All Domain Joint Operations Exercise 2026 constitutes an important milestone, which is
expected to play a decisive role in building a truly interoperable and future-ready joint force
capable of prevailing across the full spectrum of modern security challenges. This initiative
reaffirms the steadfast commitment of the Indian Defence Forces to the principle of jointness,
operational synergy and continuous adaptation in pursuit of national security objectives.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2224488&reqg=3&lang=1

*
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Logistics of the military budget hike

NE of the biggest annual increases in defence

sector spending, announced in the Union Bud-

get on February 1, aims to address the rapidly

changing nature of warfare. It also factors in the new

arsenal okayed for a post-Operation Sindoor restructur-
ing of the Indian armed forces’ battle architecture.

As technology evolves, war fighting is increasingly

becoming ‘non-contact’ — a reduced close-contact

fight that would traditionally happen within rifle-shot |

or tank-shot range. This demands a sharper focus on
long-range missiles, artillery with precision-strike abil-

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 07 Feb 2026

ity, arobust air defence, the latest sensors and radars for S g5 g
surveillance, besides multiple types of drones for recon- 788 f

naissance and attack.

ACCOUNTING FOR THE NUMBERS
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman allocated
Rs 7,84,678 crore for the defence sector, a jump of 15.19
per cent. Capital spending — needed for new weapons,
systems, jets, ships, submarines and guns — has also
gone up by an unprecedented 21.84 per cent and stands
at Rs 2,19,306 crore,

Maj Gen Ashok Kumar (retd), director general of the
Centre for Joint Warfare Studies, a think tank under the
Ministry of Defence, says, “As the country develops a
comprehensive national capability, it is essential to have
a matching budget.”

Capital spending now forms the biggest chunk of the

" military budget, accounting for 27.95 per cent. It is bol-
stered by an additional Rs 1,58,296 crore for operational
readiness — deployment of forces in border areas,
longer sea deployment of warships and an increase in
flying hours for aircraft.

The budgetary allocation accounts for 2 per cent of the
country’s estimated Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Air
Vice Marshal Anil Golani (retd), director general of the

TATA

The Indian armed forces now align the warfighting structure with a greater use of technology, MANAS RANSN BHUI

I The 15.19 per cent jump in spending aims to address the changing nature I

ofwarfare, and restructuring of the armed forces’ battle architecture

moment, 2 per cent is adequate but it should be the base

benchmark.”

Almost 1467 per cent of the Central government
e:q)mdxtmvemllbeonthedefencesectonthelmgh&at

amcngall(lmh—almnnsm‘ﬁ

JUMP IN CAPITAL ALLOCATION

The allocation of Rs 2,19,306 crore is intended to address
‘committed liabilities’. During the ongoing fiscal, after
Operation Sindoor (May 7-10, 2025), the Ministry of
Defence (MoD) concluded contracts worth Rs 2.1 lakh
crore. These projects will equip the armed forces with
next-generation fighter aireraft, smart and lethal weapons,

ships, submarines, UAVs and specialist vehicles.
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sity to scale up defence capability; the government has
taken positive steps to address it".

Capital allocation has a sharp focus on aircraft and
aero-engines with a sum of Rs 63,733 crore. AVM Golani
explains: “The role of the IAF in Operation Sindoor and
the long-range precision weapons justify the increased
allocation to the Air Force.”

' LOCAL PRODUCTION
At present, around 60 warships are under construction
at Indian shipyards and domestic assembly lines are pro-
ducing fighters jets, helicopters, artillery guns, and rifles
—all funded from the capital budget.

Alsoin queue is the upcoming contract of the next-gen-
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Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited (MDL). It is expect-
ed tobe inked this fiscal. The deal to make 114 Rafale jets
in India is likely to be announced in the next fiscal..

The focus of the budget is self-reliance and a sum of Rs
1.39 lakh crore, that is 75 per cent of the capital acquisi-
tion, is for procurement through domestic industries as
the Modi government seeks to ramp up self-reliance.
Ashish Kansal, Chief Executive Officer of SMPP and Co-
Chair, Defence and Homeland Security Committee of
industry body FICCI, is confident that the domestic
industry will absorb it. “The industry has steadily built
capacity, capability, and quality over the past few years.
The domestic ecosystem is increasingly capable of deliv-
ering on this opportunity,” he says.

WHAT NECESSITATED THE HUGE OUTLAY?
India and Pakistan’s four-day skirmish did not just
define a modern battle, it triggered a change in the
architecture of the Indian Army and spurred addition
of technology in the Navy and the IAF Changes are
*

underway on multiple fronts, including on new equip-
ment, as the nature of war gravitates towards having
swift targeted strikes.

The Army structure now aligns war-fighting architec-
ture with a greater use of technology as its units add loi-
tering ammunition and swarm drones, all indicating an
increase in non-contact warfare. :

The IAF has set about bringing in sweeping changes
to expand. The most significant is a proposal to increase
the IAF's authorised fighter squadron strength from the
long-standing 42 to 50 or higher, needed for a simultane-
ous two-front war with China and Pakistan.

An additional 97 Tejas Mark 1A jets have been ordered
besides the 83 under production. Indigenous air defence
systems — needed to protect airbases, logistics nodes,
and critical infrastructure —are being fast-tracked.

The Navy is speeding up warship-making, adding toits
fleet of maritime reconnaissance aireraft, utility helicop-
ters, shipborne drones and development and deploy-
ment of autonomous boats.

Fighter Jet, Set, Go

Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 08 Feb 2026
India’s private sector may

soon be given its most

challenging assignment
yet-build the country’s
fifth-generation fighter

Nirmal John

Last week, reports suggested that
India's private sector is likely to be the
preferred option to manufacture the
Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft
(AMCA), thefifth-generation multirole
stealth airplane, which is being devel-
opedforthecountry’sairforceand navy.

If it turns out that way, it will be a de-

parture from the government’s usual
defence procurement strategy of using
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)
forthemanufacture ofsuch aireraft, in-
cluding thelight combat aireraft, Tejas.
While HAL'sshareholdershave made
theirfeelingsclearoverthelastfewdays
—thestock lost around 14% of its value
sincethe turnofthe month—involving
the private sector in this complicated,
costly endeavour is a step in the right
direction. With caveats, of course.

CHALLENGING CURVE

The Aeronautical Development
Agency (ADA), under the Department
of Defence Researchand Development,
is spearheading the development of
the AMCA. Ininstances like the Tejas;

HAL, being a PSU, was a natural
choice as the main player to inte-
grateand manufacture. Thatislikely
changing now.
Alr Vice Marshal (retd)
Manmohan Bahadur
reckons it will be

playersinvolved andto -

goodtoget private

have another line going since
HALsorder booksarefull withalarge |
numberoforders for the Tejasaircraft, |

Itwill, however, beademandingiran-
sitionfor India's private players. While
the likes of Tata Advanced Systems;
L&T and Bharat Forge are all being
talked about as part of the shortlist to
integrate and manufacture the fifth-
generation aireraft, they have differ-
ing levels of expertise when it comes
to projects of this nature:

Some are part of the global sup-
ply chain for the likes of Airbus and
Boeing, othersuse theirhigh-precision
manufacturing capabilities for artil-
lery. while a few have been working
with ISRO, India’s space agency, to
build rockets. Being a lead integrator
andmanufacturerofafifth-generation
fighter, with its complexitiesand need
for redundancies, is fundamentally a
different order of challenge.

But it isn't as if the private sector is

DSL - DESIDOC
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A prototype of the Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft at the Aero India show
in Bengaluru last year

PHOTD: REL

starting on a blank page. As defence
analvst Angad Singh points out, these
companies have been building compo-
nents and even entire sections ofair-
craftasasupplierfor the globalmarket.
The key challenge is in expanding
their field of vision. It is a hard, high-
stakes role that involves more than
high-precision manufacturing, It is
one wWhere the company that wins the
AMCA deal will beresponsible for over-
all architecture, system integration,
software's interplay with sensorsand
thelifecycleoftheaircraft.

® needsome handholding,

It is clear that private players will

HIAING ON ALL CYLINDERS
Whilesomeofthat will comefrom ADA
and the defence ministry itself, much
willdependon the peoplewhoare hired.
G Mohan Kumar, former defence sec-
retary, says the key challenge for any
private player who gets the confract is
to mobilise resources and manpower:
“Itis a question of putting togetheran
entire ecosystem of people who can
build the parts for it, We have some
ecosystem already therefor the Tejas.”
That means, if all goes to plan, the
AMCA contractwillend upsignalling
a hiring spree from the manufacturer

*

§ who wins it. Singh says, “Whoever

wins will poach liberally from the

8 existing ecosystem. Why would they

not? The reality is that institutional
memory can be hought.”

Itisn't really an option. Kumar says,
“The private segtor can bring in inno-
vations because they can bring in the
best people.”

Expect & major spike in demand for
both retired HAL and ADA handsas
wellasthose whowork upand down the
aerospaceecosystem, evenglobally. As
Singh pointsout, “They are not bound
by government pay scales and recruit-
ing rules. If you can write a cheque
large enough, you can get anyone to
strollover.”

Singh also warns the private sector
against unrealistically low bidding.
“You often see overambitious hidding,
There is nothing that can prevent a su-
perlow bid. But when that happens, the
programme haseverychanceofgoingoff
therails. Wehaveseenif inothersectors.
Putting inarealisticbid iscritical.”

s the ecosystem is tha

the priva,te sector will show its effi-

ciency through this contract.

Some of that hope is stemming from
the need to show returns, Singh says,
“Nomatter how the contract isadmin-
istered, the private sector will have
¢ finance costs that HAL does not.

" HAL has massive cash reserves and

noopportunity costs becauseitisn'tan
innovation-heavy creative company.
Tata, for example, can't deploy 75,000
croreandnot expecta handsomereturn
from it because they could
B havedeployed it elsewhere.”
As Singh underlines, the
private sector, by nature, is
about working fast, because it isabout
efficiency of capital, which the public
sector doesn't haveto contend with.

So where does that leave HAL? With
the speculation on its exclusion from
the AMCA deal affecting its stock, it
had to come out with a statement that
the company “has not received any of-
ficial communication inthis regard”.

Whilethe Bengaluru-based companv
has, overtheyears, incurred thewrath
of India’s armed forces for delayed de-
liveries of aircraft, it nonetheless re-
mains a key player in the ecosystem,
with hundreds of aircraft on order,
not tomention maintenance contracts
from across the armed forces. That
pipelineshould take careof itsbalance
sheet for well over adecade.

But there are lessons it mist take
away, a key one beingthe need tohasten
its approach. Kumar belleves one rea-
son why HAL isnot beingautomatical-
Iy awarded such contracts is because,
“HALmakesdecisions very slowly. Nor
do they take the kind of risks that the
privatesector will beableto.”

Inthelongterm, HALshould bespend-
ing itsenergy in solving that problem.
nirmal johnl@timesofindia.com

INS Sudarshini completes maiden port call at Salalah and
Oman
Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 09 Feb 2026

The Indian Navy’s Sail Training Ship INS Sudarshini successfully concluded her first port call at
Salalah, Oman, on February 5, the defence ministry said on Sunday. The visit marked a key
milestone in the ship’s ambitious ten-month trans-oceanic voyage, Lokayan 26, aimed at
showcasing India’s rich maritime heritage and the ethos of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (The World is
One Family) across the globe.

During the visit, the Commanding Officer of INS Sudarshini interacted with Captain Mohammad Al
Ghailani, Southern Naval Area Commander of the Royal Navy of Oman (RNO), and Captain
Mohammad Al Mahari, Commanding Officer of Royal Navy of Oman Vessel Al Moazer.

The interactions highlighted historic seafaring links between India and Oman and reinforced the
‘Bridges of Friendship’ between the two navies. Continuing the professional engagement, the ship
also hosted officers from the Royal Navy of Oman for a guided tour of the ship.
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In a vibrant display of people-to-people connect, the sail training ship was open to visitors. More
than 600 visitors, including schoolchildren, were provided a firsthand glimpse of the three-masted
barque and were familiarised with the nuances of ocean sailing. INS Sudarshini now proceeds on
her next leg of Lokayan 26, carrying forward India’s timeless seafaring legacy across the oceans.

https://dailypioneer.com/news/ins-sudarshini-completes-maiden-port-call-at-salalah-and-oman
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Army rolls out alumni platform to deepen global military ties
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 09 Feb 2026

The Army has launched a unique platform — ‘Friends for life'— to serve as a bridge connecting
generations of military leaders from 99 countries who trained together at Indian Army training
establishments. In the past decade alone, the Army has trained over 21,500 service personnel
from friendly foreign countries. The portal was launched on February 5. The Army said it would
allow strengthening professional engagement and rekindling bonds among Indian and foreign
alumni.

At the launch, foreign services attachés from 39 friendly foreign countries were present. Through
the launch, the Army is not only connecting its alumni but also weaving a global network of
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friendships that will strengthen institutions, enhance collaboration, improve interoperability and
contribute to deeper defence cooperation.

[l M GTE R T R SR TR

The aim is to foster strong bonds between students of friendly foreign countries and training
establishments. The web portal will be a medium to reconnect and serve as a springboard for
further involvements. The web portal has been developed in order to maintain a life-long
connection between the training establishment. Sources said the use of the platform would be

based on credentials — like a login and password. Each of the former students of foreign countries
will be verified.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/army-rolls-out-alumni-platform-to-deepen-global-military-
ties/
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Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 07 Feb 2026
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New START Ends: US seeks fresh nuclear treaty with Russia,
China

The United States on Friday urged
three-way talks with Russia and
China to set new limits on nuclear
weapons, after the last treaty bet-
ween top nuclear powers Washing-
ton and Moscow expired.

Thomas DiNanno, the under secre-
tary of stateforarms control, told the
UN Conference on Disarmament
that the New START treaty, which
was allowed to lapse on Thursday,
had "fundamental flaws".

"Serial Russian  violations,
growth of more worldwide stockpi-
les and flaws in New START's de-
sign and implementation gives the
United States a clear imperative to
callforanewarchitecturethatadd-
resses the threats of today, not tho-
se of a bygone era," he told the con-
ference at the United Nations' Eu-
ropean headquarters in Geneva.

"Aswesit here today, China's enti-
renucleararsenalhasno limits, no
transparency, no declarations, had
nocontrols," helamented.

He added that "the next era of arms
control canand should continue with
clearfocus, butit will require the par-
ticipation of more than just Russiaat
the negotiating table".

The expiration of New START,
which restricted the United States
and Russia todeployingl,550 nucle-
ar warheads each, marks the first
timeindecades that the world finds
itself without a treaty to curb the

positioning of the planet's most

destructive weapons, sparking fe-
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Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 07 Feb 2026

arsof afresharmsrace.

US President Donald Trump did
not accepta proposal from Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin to ke-
epNew START'srestrictionsin pla-
ce for another vear, and called
Thursday for a "new, improved and
modernised treaty".

"New START does not allow the
United States to credibly uphold both
our strategic deterrence commit-
ments to the American people and
our extended deterrence commit-
ments to our allies," DiNanno insis-
ted. "We aim to improve upon New
START in order to achieve a new, bet-
ter strategic stability and arms cont-
rolarchitecture that makes the world
saferand moresecure.”

China has already publicly rejec-
ted joining disarmament negotia-
tions, noting that its arsenal is

much smaller, although it is rapid-
ly growing.

China'sambassador Shen Jian rei-
terated that position on Friday, in-
sisting to the disarmament body
that "China's nuclear capabilities
are nowhere near the level of those
of the US or Russia". "China would
not participate in nuclear disarma-
ment negotiations at this stage.”

Russia's ambassador Gennady
Gatilov meanwhile insisted that
any new nuclear talks should also
include other nuclear-armed sta-
tessuchas France and Britain.

Russia "would be involved in such
a process if the United Kingdom
and France are also involved, who

are military allies of the United

States in NATO, which has decla-
red itself a nuclear alliance", he
told the conference. AFP /
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India unveils 2-nanometre chip design, advances Al and
semicon ambitions

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
Bengaluru, 7 February

India on Saturday signalled
what the Central
government described as a
defining moment in its
artificial intelligence and
semiconductor journey,
with the unveiling of a
2-nanometer chip design at
Qualcomm highlighting the
country’s growing role in
advanced chip design
alongside a rapid expansion
of Al and data centre
infrastructure.

Speaking at the
Qualcomm event, union
Minister for Electronics and
Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw said

DSL - DESIDOC

India is steadily moving
beyond its long-standing -
identity as a software
services and back-end chip
development hub towards
higher-value semiconductor

validation.

Linking semiconductor
progress with Al
infrastructure, Vaishnaw
said India has already seen
committed investments of
around $70 billion in data
centres, rising to nearly $90
billion when recent
announcements are
included.

He said industry
discussions suggest that
investments could rise
substantially in the coming
years as Al adoption
accelerates, though he noted
that such figures represent
projections rather than firm
commitments.

He added that the growth
of data centres is beginning

Source: The Statesman, Dt. 08 Feb 2026

and integrates CPU and
GPU capabilities. The
minister said such advanced
chips are critical for
enabling Al computing at
the edge, including
applications in cameras,
networking equipment,
industrial systems and
automobiles.

He clarified that while
semiconductor
manufacturing remains a
complex, long-term
journey, India's design
capabilities have advanced
significantly, with
companies now
undertaking end-to-end
chip design work in the
country, from product
definition to silicon

design and Al-driven
technologies.

The 2-nanometer wafer
unveiled by Qualcomm
contains dies with around
20 billion transistors each

to create downstream
opportunities, including
interest in Al server
manufacturing and
advanced electronics
production in India,
supported by existing
electronics manufacturing
incentive schemes.

On Al compute capacity,
the minister said India
currently has around 10,000
GPUs available under
common compute
infrastructure and plans to
add approximately 50,000
more in the near term as
part of the next phase of the
Al mission, with further
decisions to be guided by
inputs from an upcoming Al

summit. P
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India’s Quantum Future Begins from Amaravati as "National
Quantum Mission” Positions the State as Strategic
Springboard: Dr Jitendra Singh

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 08 Feb 2026

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science & Technology, Earth Sciences, and MoS
PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances, Pensions, Atomic Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh today
declared that “this is not merely the foundation stone of a building, but the foundation stone of
India’s quantum future,” as he addressed the Foundation Ceremony of Amaravati Quantum Valley
in Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh.

Describing quantum technology as a strategic necessity rather than an option, the Minister said
India has no choice but to lead in this domain if it seeks to secure its communication systems,
defence architecture, healthcare innovation, and global technological standing in the coming
decades.

The Foundation Ceremony of Amaravati Quantum Valley was attended by the Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh Shri N. Chandrababu Naidu, State Minister for IT, Electronics and Education Shri
Nara Lokesh, Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India Prof. Ajay Kumar Sood,
Secretary, Department of Science & Technology Prof. Abhay Karandikar, Prof. V. Kamakoti,
Director IIT Madras, senior industry leaders including Dr Amit Singhee (IBM Research India), Dr
Harrick Vin (TCS), Mr M. V. Satish (L&T), senior state officials, faculty members and students. The
event featured the unveiling of the foundation plaque, launch of the Amaravati Quantum Valley
logo, launch of IBM and TCS Quantum Cloud Services, establishment of the IBM—TCS Quantum
Innovation Centre, announcement of a Quantum Talent Hub, Quantum Reference Facility by SRM
University, Quantum-Safe Applications initiative, and exchange of multiple MoUs with nine industry
partners, marking a coordinated industry—academia—government partnership.

Dr Jitendra Singh expressed deep appreciation for the leadership of Chief Minister Shri N.
Chandrababu Naidu, describing him as a leader who “lives in tomorrow and dreams of the day
after tomorrow.” Recalling his early exposure to the Chief Minister’s technology-driven governance
during the first term in Hyderabad’s Hi-Tech City, he said the rapid progress seen in Andhra
Pradesh over the past year reflects the true spirit of cooperative federalism and what Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi describes as the “double-engine” approach — alignment between the
Centre and the State.

Referring to his visit to Visakhapatnam last week, the Minister cited the long-pending National
Centre for Ocean Sciences project, conceived in 2006 and stalled for nearly two decades, which
was completed within months after the present state government assumed office. The Centre will
serve as a critical node for India’s Deep Ocean Mission, further strengthening the Blue Economy
vision announced by the Prime Minister from the Red Fort.

Dr Jitendra Singh noted that India today stands among a select group of nations with a dedicated
National Quantum Mission. With an allocation of approximately X6,000 crore, the Mission spans 43
institutions across 17 States and 2 Union Territories, organised through four thematic hubs
focusing on Quantum Computing, Quantum Communication, Quantum Sensing and Metrology,
and Quantum Materials and Devices. The national objectives include developing quantum
computers with up to 1,000 physical qubits within eight years, establishing secure ground-to-
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ground quantum communication networks, enabling long-distance quantum communication, and
achieving inter-city Quantum Key Distribution across 2,000 kilometres.

Addressing students present at the event, the Minister explained why quantum technology is
central to the next industrial transformation. He stated that conventional computing and
cybersecurity systems would remain vulnerable in a world where adversaries possess quantum
computing capabilities. Quantum encryption, he explained, would make data virtually impossible to
breach, potentially requiring astronomical timeframes to decode. In defence and cybersecurity, this
offers unprecedented strategic protection.

He also spoke about transformative healthcare applications, including precision radiation therapies
capable of targeting tumours without collateral damage, adapting dynamically to organ movement
and enabling faster patient recovery. Quantum technology, he said, will similarly redefine satellite
communication, secure communications infrastructure, and advanced sensing capabilities.

Dr Jitendra Singh observed that India may have entered the IT revolution later than some nations,
but it will not repeat that delay in emerging technologies. With parallel missions in Artificial
Intelligence, Biotechnology, Space and Deep Ocean exploration, India is positioning itself at the
forefront of the next global technological wave. He referred to the recently announced BioPharma
Shakti initiative and noted that the global economy is steadily transitioning toward biotechnology,
regenerative cycles, genetic sciences, software-driven systems, and quantum computing.

The Minister informed that India has already introduced B.Tech minors in Quantum Technology
and is preparing to expand into M.Tech programmes. He discussed with the Chief Minister the
possibility of launching structured quantum academic programmes in Andhra Pradesh, supported
by trained faculty and institutional collaboration. He added that advanced fabrication facilities and
central research infrastructure are being established and will be accessible to startups,
researchers, and academic institutions. He also acknowledged the pioneering Research Park
model initiated by IIT Madras, now being replicated across the country.

Dr Jitendra Singh emphasised that the era of working in silos is over. The success of Amaravati
Quantum Valley lies in integrating government, industry, academia, and startups into a unified
national effort. Opening the space sector to private players five years ago and expanding private
participation in nuclear energy demonstrate the confidence of the present government in
collaborative growth. India’s space economy has already grown from a fractional share to an $8
billion sector, with projections reaching $45 billion in the coming years due to this integrated
approach.

Concluding his address, the Minister declared that India’s quantum journey begins from the sacred
city of Amaravati and that Andhra Pradesh will serve as a springboard in India’s march towards
Viksit Bharat. He assured full support from the Government of India for states that align their
innovation ecosystems with national missions and reaffirmed that the collaboration between the
Centre and Andhra Pradesh will accelerate India’s emergence as a global quantum leader.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2225097 &reqg=3&lang=1
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DST Strengthens India—Netherlands Cooperation in Green
Hydrogen Research and Capacity Building

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

The Department of Science and Technology (DST), Government of India, today strengthened
India—Netherlands scientific cooperation in clean energy with the launch of the India—Netherlands
Hydrogen Fellowship Programme, and the hosting of the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between the University of Groningen, Netherlands, and 19 Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs) to establish an enabling academic cooperation framework in green energy and
hydrogen research.

The India—Netherlands Hydrogen Fellowship Programme for which the Scheme Guidelines and
Call for Proposals (CFP) was released today, is a national capacity-building initiative open to
eligible Indian doctoral, postdoctoral, and faculty applicants across institutions. The fellowship
programme was launched by Secretary Department of Science and Technology, Prof. Abhay
Karandikar in the presence of Mr. Huib Mijnarends, Deputy Ambassador of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands to India.
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While launching the programme, Prof. Karandikar, Secretary, DST, said that focused international
collaboration and targeted capacity-building initiatives are critical for advancing hydrogen
technologies from research to deployment, particularly in hard-to-abate sectors aligned with India’s
clean energy transition goals. Mr. Huib Mijnarends, Deputy Ambassador of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands to India, emphasised the alignment of Indo-Dutch cooperation in hydrogen and
energy transition. Prof. Dr. Jouke de Vries, President, University of Groningen, underlined the role
of sustained academic partnerships in addressing global energy challenges.

The India—Netherlands Hydrogen Fellowship Programme aims to strengthen India’s deployment
readiness in hydrogen technologies through structured exposure to advanced hydrogen
ecosystems in the Netherlands, with emphasis on system integration, safety, techno-economic
analysis, life-cycle assessment, and indigenisation pathways. The fellowship is designed to ensure
that research outcomes directly contribute to national clean energy priorities.
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DST also hosted the signing of the institution-to-institution MoU between the University of
Groningen and 19 IITs, establishing an enabling framework for long-term academic cooperation in
hydrogen and green energy research. The MoU would facilitate faculty and student exchange, joint
research, and knowledge sharing, and operates without automatic financial commitments.

The high-level engagement reflected the shared commitment of India and the Netherlands to
advance research, capacity building, and deployment-oriented innovation in green hydrogen,
aligned with India’s National Green Hydrogen Mission, Energy Independence 2047, and Net-Zero
2070 objectives.

Professor Dhirendra S. Katti, Director IIT Goa; Prof. Venkappayya R. Desai, Director |IT Dharwad;
Dr. Anita Gupta, Head CEST Division, DST; Dr. Ranjith Krishna Pai, Senior Director, HVIC and
HFC Program Officer, CEST, DST and senior officials from other |ITs were also present at the
event. The initiatives mark a significant step in deepening Indo-Dutch collaboration and
strengthening human capital for the emerging global hydrogen economy.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2224415&reg=3&lang=1
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