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24th India-US Joint Technical Group Plenary held at DRDO 
HQs in New Delhi to advance cooperation in Defence 

Science & Technologies 
Source:PIB, Dt.  05 Feb 2026

Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) hosted the 24th Indo-US Joint Technical Group 
Plenary Meeting in New Delhi on February 03-04, 2026. The meeting was co-chaired by Director General  
(Production Coordination & Services Interaction), DRDO Dr Chandrika Kaushik and Assistant Secretary of 
War for Critical Technologies, Office of the Under Secretary of War for Research & Engineering Mr Michael 
Francis Dodd. 

The plenary was conducted in line with the vision and policy guidance of the framework for India-US Major 
Defence Partnership signed by Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh and the US Secretary of War Mr Pete 
Hegseth  in  October  2025.  The  delegations  reviewed  the  ongoing  cooperation  in  defence  science  & 
technology, discussed associated challenges, and examined proposals to further strengthen collaboration in 
critical & emerging defence technologies to meet the evolving requirements.

The discussions also focused on enhancing the participation of university-affiliated research centres, defence  
laboratories,  and industries  in cooperative research & development initiatives.  Additionally,  the meeting 
explored potential collaboration between the DRDO, and the Defence Innovation Unit under the Innovation 
Bridge framework & concluded with the signing of a project agreement.

The meeting involved participation of senior officials, scientists, and technocrats representing institutions 
and laboratories under the US Department of War and the Department of State, along with DRDO scientists  
and officials from India's Tri-Services, Ministry of Defence, Ministry of External Affairs, and the National 
Security Council Secretariat.

 https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2224065&reg=3&lang=1

*
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5 Tejas Mark 1-A jets ready for delivery, 9 await engines : HAL 
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

*

India-Kyrgyzstan joint forces exercise commences in assam  

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

*
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Defence Secretary visits Forward Areas in Bhuj - witnesses 
Jointness, Infrastructure Development and Capability 

Building Initiatives 
Source: PIB, Dt. 05 Feb 2026

Defence Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh visited forward  areas  in  the  Creek  Sector  in Bhuj, 
Gujarat on 04-05 February 2026. He interacted with Lt. General Dhiraj Seth, General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Southern Command and other senior officers of the Konark Corps. He was briefed on various 
initiatives  being  undertaken  in  line  with  the  Indian  Army’s  Decade  of  Transformation  Road  map, 
transforming  the  Indian  Army  into  a  technologically  advanced, combat-
ready force capable of undertaking multi-domain operations.

The  Defence  Secretary  visited  the  Joint  Control  Centre,  jointly  manned  by  the Tri-
Services, Indian Coast Guard, BSF and other security agencies.  The centre aims at  synergising the multi-
source  sensor  inputs  in  the  region  to  deliver  a  unified  surveillance  picture  and  enhance  situational 
awareness for ground commanders.

Shri  Rajesh  Kumar  Singh witnessed  the  multi-agency capability  Exercise  'TATRAKSHA',  showcasing 
seamless integration of the Indian Army, Indian Navy, Indian Air Force, Indian Coast Guard, BSF, and 
allied  security  agencies  in  coastal  and  amphibious  operations.  The exercise  displayed  real  time 
surveillance, precision strikes, joint logistics and rapid response capabilities to handle emerging maritime 
and border threats, validating decisive integrated capability for a full spectrum of operations.

The Defence Secretary inaugurated the Monumental  Flag,  symbolising national pride and unity in the 
border region, and also witnessed a comprehensive operational display of new-generation weapon systems.

The  visit  reaffirmed  the  Government's  continued  focus  on  strengthening  jointness,  enhancing 
infrastructure,  promoting  indigenisation  and  developing  future-ready,  resilient  and  technologically 
advanced Armed Forces.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2224113&reg=3&lang=1 

*
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Dornier sale, Su-30 upgrades focus of PM’s Malaysia visit
Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

*

DAC to weigh acquisition of rafale ahead of macron visit 
Source: The Hindu, Dt. 06 Feb 2026
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China shuns calls to enter N-talks after US-Russia treaty expires

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 06 Feb 2026

*
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PARLIAMENT QUESTION: R&D OUTCOMES 
Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 05 Feb 2026

The outcomes of public R&D expenditure are periodically evaluated through various mechanisms. One such 
study titled “Evaluation of Innovation Excellence Indicators” has been recently conducted by the Office of  
the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India which evaluated outcomes of the 233 public-
funded R&D laboratories/institutes spread across the country. The report highlights that during 2021–22 and 
2022–23, a total of 1,622 patents were filed by 233 public-funded R&D institutes, while 1,356 patents were 
granted  to  232  institutes.  In  addition,  1,839  technologies  were  transferred,  1,014  new  products  were 
developed, and 1,746 new services were introduced over the two-year period. Furthermore, the outcomes of  
all  central  sector  schemes/programmes  are  being  evaluated  through  the  Output-Outcome  Monitoring 
Framework (OOMF) coordinated by NITI  Aayog.  Also,  third-party  evaluation of  various  central  sector 

schemes/programmes has been carried out for their continuation during the 16 th Finance Commission period 
i.e. 2026-27 to 2030-31.

As part of the strategy to improve technology commercialization, industry collaboration and private sector  
R&D participation, the government has taken several new initiatives through programmes/schemes, missions 
and policy interventions. These are: 

• Establishment of the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) through the ANRF Act, 
2023 to provide high level strategic direction for research, innovation and entrepreneurship in the 
fields of  science & technology with a  provision of  14,000 crore from the Central  Government₹  
funding. 

• Launch of the Research, Development and Innovation (RDI) Scheme, with a financial pool of 1₹  
lakh crore over six years, to boost private sector research. 

• Launch of National Missions such as National Quantum Mission to make India one of the leading 
nations  in  the  development  of  Quantum Technologies  & Applications  (budget  outlay:  6,003.65₹  
crore), National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber Physical Systems (budget outlay 3,660 crore).₹  

• Promotion of Public–Private Partnerships (PPPs) and creation of Technology Hubs under National 
Mission  on  Interdisciplinary  Cyber  Physical  Systems  and  National  Quantum  Mission  to  foster 
collaborative technology development. 

• Implementation  of  programmes  such  as  the  National  Initiative  for  Developing  and  Harnessing 
Innovations (NIDHI), Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC) programmes, 
Innovations for Defence Excellence (iDEX), and TIDE 2.0 (Technology Incubation and Development 
of Entrepreneurs) to foster innovation in academic and research institutions. 

• Implementation of programmes like Fast Track Translation (FTT) & Fast Track Commercialization 
(FTC) to support translation and commercialization of laboratory research outputs and strengthening 
technology transfer and commercialization through Technology Transfer Offices (TTOs), incubation 
centers, PPPs, and structured licensing models. 

• Introduction of enabling policies such as the Geospatial Policy 2022, Space Policy 2023, and BioE3 
(Biotechnology for Economy, Environment and Employment) Policy 2024, etc. 

All  these measures aim to boost  technology commercialization,  foster  industry partnerships and expand 
private sector participation in national R&D.

6
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https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2223740&reg=3&lang=1 

*

PARLIAMENT QUESTION: R&D EXPENDITURE 
Source: PIB , Dt. 06 Feb 2026

India’s Gross Expenditure on Research and Development (GERD) is 0.6-0.7 per cent of GDP. While India’s 

present ranking in the Global Innovation Index (GII) is 38th, it has risen significantly from 81st in 2015 to 

38th in 2025. The Government has taken several measures to increase the R&D expenditure to make India 
emerge as a high-tech manufacturing hub. These include: 

• Progressive  increase  in  budget  allocations  for  scientific  departments  and  research-oriented 
programmes. 

• Launch of 1.0 lakh crore Research, Development and Innovation (RDI) Fund.₹  
• Establishment of the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) with a budgetary provision 

of  Rs.  14,000  crore  from  Central  Government  and  mobilizing  additional  funding  from  non-
governmental sources. 

• Launch  of  National  Missions  such  as  National  Quantum Missions  (budget  outlay:  Rs.  6,003.65 
crore),  National  Mission  on  Interdisciplinary  Cyber-Physical  Systems  (budget  outlay  Rs.  3,660 
crore),  India  Semiconductor  Mission (budget  outlay Rs.  76,000 crore),  National  Supercomputing 
Mission, etc. 

• Promotion of Public–Private Partnerships (PPPs) and creation of Technology Hubs under National 
Mission  on  Interdisciplinary  Cyber  Physical  Systems  and  National  Quantum  Mission  to  foster 
collaborative technology development. 

• Implementation  of  Technology-led  innovation  programmes  such  as:  National  Initiative  for 
Developing  and  Harnessing  Innovations  (NIDHI),  Biotechnology  Industry  Research  Assistance 
Council  (BIRAC)  programmes,  Innovations  for  Defence  Excellence  (iDEX)  and  TIDE  2.0 
(Technology  Incubation  and  Development  of  Entrepreneurs)  to  strengthen  India’s  innovation-to-
manufacturing pipeline by supporting indigenous technology development, prototyping, scale-up, and 
industry linkages, thereby reducing dependence on imported technologies. 

• Introduction of enabling policy frameworks such as: the Geospatial Policy 2022, Space Policy 2023, 
and  BioE3  (Biotechnology  for  Economy,  Environment  and  Employment)  Policy  2024  with  the 
provisions for increased participation from private sector. 

• Strengthening commercialization of innovations from national laboratories and research institutes 
through the Technology Transfer Offices (TTOs), incubation centers, public–private partnerships, and 
structured licensing models; etc. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2223736&reg=3&lang=1 

*

PARLIAMENT QUESTION: GRANTS BY CSIR 
Source: PIB, Dt. 05 Feb 2026

• The issue of grant of Special Pay, two additional increments and Professional Update Allowance 
(PUA) to Scientists of Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has been examined in  

detail by the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) in its 34th Report (2025-26), tabled in Parliament. 
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The  PAC  has  noted  that  while  the  Ministry  of  Finance  had,  in  January  2001,  approved  these 
incentives for CSIR, subject to certain conditions, including that additional financial implications 
would be met from CSIR’s own resources, CSIR could not maintain a separate identifiable head to 
monitor such expenditure. However, CSIR has stated before PAC that it has been regularly deploying 
internal  resources  to  supplement  Government  grants  to  meet  any  shortfalls  in  salary  and 
establishment expenditure, including incentives. 

• PAC has observed that CSIR, while implementing the Sixth Central Pay Commission, revised the 
rates  of  these incentives  on the pattern of  the Defence Research and Development  Organisation 
(DRDO) without obtaining explicit prior approval of the Department of Expenditure (DoE). CSIR 
has submitted that the revision was adopted with approval of its Governing Body, and that proposals 
seeking concurrence of the Ministry of Finance/Department of Expenditure for regularisation of these 
incentives are presently under examination in DoE.

• No instance of pilfering of public funds or deliberate fraud has been established. The matter pertains 
to procedural and approval-related issues in the implementation of incentive schemes, which have 
been examined by the PAC, and the issue is currently under consideration of the Department of 
Expenditure for regularization. 

• In line with the recommendations of the PAC, CSIR has sought the concurrence of the Ministry of 
Finance/Department of Expenditure for the regularisation of the incentives. The proposals submitted 
by CSIR are under examination in DoE. Further action, if any, will be taken in accordance with the  
outcome of this examination and applicable rules. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2223780&reg=3&lang=1 

*

Bharat GenAI Large Language Model to complete text models in all 
22 scheduled languages this month: Dr. Jitendra Singh tells Rajya 

Sabha 
India building first sovereign AI model with speech and vision capabilities across 

Indian languages: Dr. Jitendra Singh

AI compute, innovation hubs and private funding central to India AI Mission, says 
the Minister 

Source: PIB, Dt. 05 Feb 2026

Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science and Technology; Earth Sciences and Minister of 
State for PMO, Department of Atomic Energy,  Department of Space,  Personnel,  Public Grievances and 
Pensions, Dr. Jitendra Singh told the Rajya Sabha that text-based artificial intelligence models under the 
Bharat GenAI initiative will be completed in all 22 Constitutionally recognised Indian languages within this  
month, while speech and vision capabilities have already been developed for 15 languages. The Minister said 
the  initiative  represents  India’s  first  government-owned  sovereign  large  language  model  designed 
specifically for Indian languages and societal context.
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Replying to a starred question during Question Hour, Dr. Jitendra Singh said Bharat GenAI is an outcome of 
the IndiaAI Mission launched in March 2024 and has been conceived as a national foundational model. He  
explained that the distinguishing feature of the initiative is its sovereign character combined with its focus on 
India’s linguistic and cultural diversity, unlike similar models elsewhere that cater largely to linguistically 
homogeneous societies.

Dr. Jitendra Singh informed the House that Bharat GenAI has three principal components—text, speech and 
vision—along with dedicated domain applications such as agriculture, Ayurveda and the legal system. While 
text models across all 22 scheduled languages are expected to be completed this month, he said speech and  
vision models  are  currently available  in  15 languages and will  be  expanded further.  He added that  the 
programme is structured as a dynamic process, with scope to go beyond the scheduled languages to include 
dialects and regional variations as more data becomes available.

On the institutional architecture supporting the initiative, the Minister said the Bharat GenAI consortium is 
being  spearheaded  by  IIT  Bombay,  with  participation  from  several  other  institutions  including  IIT 
Hyderabad, IIT Madras, IIT Kanpur, IIT Mandi and IIT Indore. He said this consortium-based approach 
reflects  an integrated “whole-of-science” and “whole-of-nation” framework rather  than a region-specific 
effort.

Dr. Jitendra Singh further said 25 technology innovation hubs have been established as part of the broader  
ecosystem supporting emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence, robotics, machine learning and 
cybersecurity. He noted that four of these hubs—at IIT Indore, IIT Kanpur, IIT Dhanbad and the Indian 
Institute of Science, Bengaluru—have been upgraded to facilitate closer co-location of industry and research, 
easing the pathway for technology transfer.

Responding to questions on inclusion of institutions from the North-East, the Minister said the process of 
expanding the innovation ecosystem is ongoing and not closed. He emphasised that languages from the 
North-Eastern region are already included among the 22 scheduled languages being covered under Bharat 
GenAI, and that institutional participation will also widen as the ecosystem evolves.

Addressing concerns related to the availability of computational resources, particularly graphics processing 
units  (GPUs),  Dr.  Jitendra  Singh  acknowledged  that  compute  capacity  is  central  to  advanced  AI 
development.  He said  the  IndiaAI  Mission  has  a  dedicated  compute  pillar  to  provide  access  to  shared  
computational resources at subsidised rates for eligible users. He added that the mission has been designed to 
evolve, with access also being enabled through alternative sources as requirements grow.

The Minister said private sector participation is being actively encouraged, and referred to the recent launch 
of a 1 lakh crore Research, Development and Innovation funding initiative aimed at supporting projects₹  
closer  to  deployment.  He  said  this  funding  framework  would  also  cover  AI-related  infrastructure  and 
compute requirements.

On access and pricing of Bharat GenAI models, Dr. Jitendra Singh said the framework is currently under  
discussion. He clarified that while the platform is sovereign in nature, it is not intended to be closed, and  
mechanisms are being worked out to determine data sharing, safeguards and pricing, including possible 
discounts, for different categories of users.

Concluding his reply, Dr. Jitendra Singh said Bharat GenAI is intended as a continuously evolving national 
capability rather than a one-time exercise. 

He said the emphasis would remain on inclusiveness, linguistic authenticity and gradual expansion, ensuring 
that  the  initiative  keeps  pace  with  technological  change  while  remaining  rooted  in  India’s  social  and 
linguistic realities.
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*

Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) Sets Course 
for India’s Innovation-led Journey to 2047, Strengthening R&D 
driven Economic Growth, says Dr Jitendra Singh at Foundation 

Day Event 

India Rewrites Its Research Playbook as ANRF Leads Partnership-Driven Innovation, Says 
Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh addresses the ANRF Foundation Day Event

Post-Pandemic Global Momentum Creates New Research Opportunity for India with ANRF’s 
Integrated Science–Humanities Approach, Says Dr Jitendra Singh 

Source: PIB, Dt. 05 Feb 2026

India’s  research  ecosystem is  entering  a  decisive  new  phase  with  the  Anusandhan  National 
Research Foundation (ANRF)  emerging as  a  catalyst  for  globally  aligned,  mission-driven and 
partnership-based  research,  Union  Minister  of  State  (Independent  Charge)  for  Science  & 
Technology,  Earth  Sciences  and  MoS PMO,  Personnel,  Public  Grievances,  Pensions,  Atomic 
Energy and Space, Dr Jitendra Singh said at the ANRF Foundation Day Function held in New 
Delhi on Wednesday.

The Foundation Day event  was organised at  Prithvi  Bhawan, Ministry of  Earth Sciences.  The 
programme was attended by Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India, Prof. Ajay 
Kumar  Sood;  Secretary,  Department  of  Science & Technology,  Prof.  Abhay Karandikar;  CEO, 
ANRF,  Dr  Shivkumar  Kalyanaraman;  senior  officials  from  science  departments,  and 
representatives from academia, industry, and research institutions.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Jitendra Singh traced the journey of ANRF from its conception to its  
operational  launch,  describing  it  as  a  rare  institutional  reform  shaped  through  sustained 
deliberations and wide-ranging consultations. He said the Foundation was designed after studying 
global research models while creating a framework suited to India’s scientific, social, and cultural 
context.

The Minister said ANRF differs from conventional research funding agencies by its emphasis on 
collaboration  across  disciplines  and  sectors.  Along  with  science  and  industry,  the  Foundation 
brings  social  sciences,  humanities  and  culture  into  its  governance  and  programme  design, 
reflecting the integrated nature of contemporary research and innovation.

Referring to recent global developments, Dr Jitendra Singh said the post-pandemic period has 
renewed international interest in life sciences and indigenous knowledge systems. India, he said, 
is  uniquely  positioned  to  contribute  original  research  perspectives,  including  in  areas  where 
traditional knowledge complements modern science.

The Minister said ANRF is steadily moving towards a model where a significant share of research 
support is expected to come from non-government sources, including industry and philanthropy. 
Early  response to  the  Foundation’s  programmes,  particularly  the  strong participation  from the 
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private  sector,  signals  a  gradual  shift  in  India’s  research  culture  towards  outcome-oriented 
collaboration.

Dr Jitendra Singh also spoke about mission-mode initiatives being taken up under ANRF, including 
programmes on electric mobility, advanced materials, batteries, power technologies and artificial 
intelligence for  science and engineering.  These initiatives,  he said,  reflect  a  move away from 
ministry-bound approaches towards team-based national research efforts.

Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India, Prof. Ajay Kumar Sood, said ANRF has 
been conceived as a bridge between laboratories, universities, and industry, with the aim of taking 
science beyond publications and into society. 

He said the Foundation places equal  emphasis on research funding and building a culture of 
inquiry,  especially  at  a  time  when  technological  capability  has  become  central  to  national 
resilience,  economic  strength,  and  global  standing.  Prof.  Sood  said  ANRF’s  mission-mode 
programmes and private sector participation have the potential to reshape how research translates 
into real-world impact.

Concluding his address, the Minister said ANRF will play a central role in building an ecosystem 
that supports research, innovation, and technology translation, with long-term impact on India’s 
economic and technological growth. He said science and innovation will remain key pillars as India 
advances towards its national development goals. 

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2224022&reg=3&lang=1 

*

The end of New START and a new era of nuclear rivalry 
Source: The Hindu , Dt. 06 Feb 2026
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