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Will induct Zorawar light tank in 2 28-29( ) rmy chie, - en
Upendra Dwivedi
Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 07 Jun 2026

The Indian Army expects to induct the Zorawar light tank in 2028-29 after issues flagged during its
de elopment and trials are fixed, a mo e that will significantly boost the deployment speed and
combat response of armoured regiments in the mountains, army chief General Upendra Dwi edi
said&“Issues noticed during de elopment and testing are being addressed through the normal
design refinement cycle&( ased on present timelines, Zorawar) induction is likely in the 2028-2029
timeframe, subject to successful completion of trials, user e aluation and production readiness,”
Dwi edi said in an inter iew with , T&

The tank- earlier expected to be ready for induction in 202. - will strengthen the army)s posture
against Chinese forces along the contested Oine of Actual Control 10ACZ&The tank has been jointly
de eloped by the De,ence Research and Development Organisation MMRDO1 and Oarsen 3
Toubro under 4roject Zorawar to meet the Indian Army)s re5Suirement for 378 light tanks- a
capability boost that is likely to cost around X9. ,700 crore&

Zorawar, a 27-tonne tank, is a major stride towards indigenous capability and reflects the spirit of
Atmanirbhar ( harat, the army chief said&It is being designed as a light, agile and technologically
ad anced armoured platform tailored for our terrain, especially high-altitude areas& The
reSuirement is for a protected, mobile, manned-unmanned teaming-enabled platform with
substantial firepower, sur eillance and communication capabilities&

Dwi edi made those comments in the inter iew on June 8, a day before 4rime Minister Narendra
Modi re iewed the first prototype of the tank at 03T) , azira facility in Gujarat and was briefed on
its capabilities& “The role played by 03T in furthering self-reliance in the defence sector is
commendable,” the 4 M said on Friday&Of the 378 tanks needed, DRDO-03 T will pro ide 79 and
the remaining tanks will be built under a separate programme for which other companies will also
compete&The light tank can be transported by air, perform amphibious operations, and fire at high
angles of ele ation to ser e as limited artillery&
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The Chinese People’s Liberation Army has inducted and fielded several modern tanks, including
light tanks with a high power-to-weight ratio, along the LAC The Indian Army has deployed scores
of heavier Russian-origin T-72 and T-9& tanks in the Ladakh theatre, but they have their own
limitations as they were designed for operations in plains and deserts The need for light tanks with
ade' uate firepower, protection, surveillance and communication capabilities became apparent
after the India-China border row began in 282&( disengagement of rival troops from all friction
points in eastern Ladakh was completed four years later

The tank has been named after the legendary general, ) orawar * ingh, who led the Dogra forces a
record si, times, between -./0 and -. 0-, to victories in Ladakh and Tibet In 1 ay -.0-, he led a
2,88&-strong Dogra force into Tibet and within weeks overran the Chinese forces and captured
their 1 antalai flag 3 e need Indian solutions for Indian challenges because our terrain, threat
matri, and operational demands are uni' ue,5Dwivedi said, adding that indigenisation is central to
the army’s modernisation @urney India’s geography and security environment is uni' ue, spanning
mountains, deserts, @ungles, plains, riverine areas, island territories and long unsettled borders, the
army chief said 3This demands preparedness across all five generations of warfare, from
traditional contact battles to hybrid, non-contact, technology-driven and cognitive warfare,5 he
added

https @vww hindustantimes com8ndia-news8&vill-induct-Qorawar-light-tank-in-282. -29-army-chief-
-& 7.8&772/ :7/:. html

Raksha Mantri inaugurates an Advanced Weapon System
Complex at DRDL, , ydera- ad

Source: Press information Bureau, Dt. 12 Jun 2026

Raksha 1 antri * hri Rathath * ingh inaugurated an Advanced 4 eapon * ystem Comple, at DRDO’s
Defence Research & Development Laboratory (DRDL), Dr APJ Abdul Aalam 1 issile Comple,
during his visit to Byderabad in Telangana on June - 2, 2&2:

In his address, Raksha 1 antri commended the 1 issile * ystems & * trategic * ystems Cluster of
DRDO for its pivotal contributions to India@ technological e, cellence, strategic autonomy, and
national security Be asserted that the e, ceptional performance of indigenous missile systems
during Operation * indoor is testimony to the growing strength of India’s defence R&D ecosystem

3The systems developed by DRDO, such as Akash and Drah1 os, proved that India possesses the
capability to compete in the global defence technology ecosystem * trength is essential for peace,
and self-reliance is the most reliable foundation for that strength It is a fact proven by DRDO,5said
* hri Rathath * ingh

Bighlighting the pivotal role played by air defence during Operation * indoor, Raksha 1 antri said
# hen aerial threats loomed over borders, our air defence system completely thwarted the
enemy@ intentions5 Be added that the vital role of air defence can be witnessed in the conflict
9ones of the 1iddle East, voicing Prime 1 inister * hri Narendra 1 odi-led Government@
commitment to create a multi-level missile defence system through H ission * udarshan Chakra’

3H ission * udarshan ChakraCannounced by P1 1 odi during his 2822 Independence Day address,
is set to become a multi-level missile defence system of modern India It will not only protect
military installations and critical infrastructure, but also ensure the safety of civil infrastructure &
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key establishments&The system will possess the capability to deli er a decisi e punch whene er
needed&lts three-layered protection will ensure minimal incon enience to citi=ens and prioritise
their safety&lt is a system designed to pro ide a robust protecti e shield for all assets of ital
importance,” said Ahri Rajnath Aingh&

Raksha ; antri highlighted the importance of possessing Iresilience) and Ideterrence) to safeguard
national security interests in light of the rapidly e ol ing nature of warfare, and global uncertainties&
'4recision-strike capabilities, Integrated air defence systems, hypersonic weapons, autonomous
platforms, artificial intelligence, electronic warfare, and ad anced sensor technologies are
redefining the nature of modern warfare&The international order is undergoing a period of tension
and transformationJ where old assumptions are crumbling, and new alliances 3 challenges are
taking shape&In such an en ironment, there is a need to possess Iresilience) - the capacity to
absorb any shock and bounce backJand Ideterrence) - the ability to instill fear in the mind of the
aggressor that a befitting reply would be gi en if a hostile eye is cast,” he said&

Acknowledging DRD? ks efforts in building Iresilience) and Ideterrence) capabilities of the nation,
Ahri Rajnath Aingh stated that the organisation is instilling confidence in the nation that it will
neither bow down to instability nor allow any shortcomings in its preparedness& 'Today)s
inauguration is a symbol of our resol e to become alert, capable, and self-reliant in tackling e ery
challenge,” he said&

i @ DEFENCE, gp
R - SEARC P
- PEVELOPHEN Lo, ‘

Dr APJ Abdul Kalap Missile Complex

Raksha ; antri praised DRD? for its persistent efforts towards addressing present-day challenges
while working on futuristic technologies that pro ide India with a strategic ad antage&'DRD? s
responsibility is not limited to merely adapting to technological changes, but also anticipating future
needs&lt has accepted this challenge with confidence&ln recent years, it has achie ed numerous
milestones in the field of indigenous missile technologies&Ad anced missile systems ha e been
successfully tested, and continuous progress is being made in strategic and tactical weapon
programmes&These achie ements are not just technological milestonesd they also demonstrate
India@® growing self-reliance, self-confidence, and strategic capabilities,” he said&

Ahri Rajnath Aingh stressed the need of e5uipping the defence forces with state-of-the-art systems
in sufficient S5uantity and at the right time to tackle future challenges&Auccess in war is not ensured
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by technological superiority aloned large-scale production capability is e5ually crucial, he said,
calling upon DRD?, the Aer ices, and the industry to function as an integrated ecosystem to
rapidly transition technologies from de elopment to large-scale production and ensure timely
induction&Urging DRD? to consider production as an integral part of the de elopment process,
Raksha ; antri underscored the importance of reducing de elopment-to-production timelines,
simplifying manufacturing processes, increasing indigenous content and de eloping systems that
can be rapidly mass-produced for the defence forces when the need arises&

Ahri Rajnath Aingh underlined that the Go ernment has taken a number of measures to promote
R3D o er the last 12 years with the objecti e of realising the ision of I; ake-in-India) and
IAatmanirbhar ( harat)in the field of defence technologies&, e appreciated DRD? G contribution to
this endea our, highlighting the transformation of the defence ecosystem due to enhanced
collaboration among DRD? laboratories, Defence 4 ublic Aector Undertakings, pri ate industry,
start-ups, ; A; Hs, and academia&

'This collaborati e model will help India accelerate its journey from inno ation to production, and
from production to operational capability,” he hoped&, e expressed confidence that DRD? will
continue to strengthen national capabilities, reduce technological dependence, and enhance the
operational effecti eness of the Defence Forces&

Raksha ; antri also isited a technical exhibition showcasing cutting-edge defence technologies,
ad anced weapon systems, and indigenous missile platforms de eloped by DRD? & Director
General 1 issile 3 Atrategic Aystems2 Ahri U Raja ( abu, Director, DRDO Dr Ankathi Raju and
other senior DRD? officials were present on the occasion&

https@Mvww&ib&o 8nld ressRelease4 agedaspxkK4 RIDL22. 262. 3regL63langlL1
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DRDO de* onstrates the nation® nedt-gen de,ence

capabilities
Source: Press information Bureau, Dt. 13 Jun 2026

De,ence Research and Develop* ent Organisation MRDO1 has successfully demonstrated
multiple crucial technologies bolstering the nation)s defence capabilities against different types of
enemy threats& Three consecuti e flight-tests were conducted on :une 10 3 11, 202E to
demonstrate multi-layered defence against long range ballistic missiles and anti-ship capability at
medium range&

; ulti-layered ( allistic ; issile Defence 1 ; D2 capability was successfully demonstrated& The
interceptors successfully engaged their respecti e targets& The systems are designed and
de eloped with latest technologies to address the emerging missile threats&

These tests ha e put the country in the elite group of nations ha ing ( ; D capability to engage up
to Intercontinental ( allistic ; issiles&The maiden flight-test of the Na al Anti-Ahip ; issile-; edium
Range NAA; -; R2was also carried out successfully&The flight-tests were withnessed by senior
officials of DRD? and Defence Forces&

Raksha ; antri Ahri Rajnath Aingh has congratulated DRD? on successfully demonstrating these
crucial technologies& Aecretary, Department of Defence R3D and / hairman DRD? Ahri Rajesh
Fumar Aingh closely monitored the trials and applauded the combined efforts of DRD? and
industry&

https@Mvww&ib&o 8nld ressRelease4 agedaspxK4 RIDL22. 26. 83reqglL63langlL 1
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DRDO conducts success,ul ,light-test o, Long Range Land

) ttack Cruise 3 issile
Source: Press information Bureau, Dt. 15 Jun 2026

Defence Research 3 De elopment ?rganisation IDRD? 2 conducted a successful flight-test of
Oong Range Oand Attack / ruise ; issile 10R0A/ ; 2from Dr A4: Abdul Falam Island off the coast
of ?disha on :une 17, 202E&AIl the test objecti es were fully met, as per the data captured by
arious tracking instruments deployed by Integrated Test Range, / handipur&

The OROA/ ; is an indigenously de eloped missile with all sub-systems de eloped by arious
DRD? laboratories and Indian Industry partners& Aeronautical De elopment Hstablishment,
( engaluru is the Nodal Oaboratory&The launch was witnessed by senior officials from DRD? and
user representati es from the Indian Na y 3 the Indian Air Force&

Raksha ; antri Ahri Rajnath Aingh congratulated the DRD? team and the Industry 4 artners on the
successful flight-test of OROA/ ; &Defence Aecretary 3 Aecretary, Department of Defence 1IR3 D2
and / hairman DRD? Ahri Rajesh Fumar Aingh monitored all acti ities during the launch&, e
congratulated all the team members in ol ed in the successful flight-test&

https@Mvwwdib&o 8nl@dressRelease4 age&spxkK4 RIDL22. 61E03regL63langlL1
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Seven CSIR : echnologies Licensed to Industry; Bharatiya Nirdeshak
Dravyas Released and Quantu® Sensing Co* ponents Delivered to
DRDO

Source: Press nformation Bureau, Dt. 16 Jun 2026

The / ouncil of Acientific 3 Industrial Research 1 AlIR2today organi=ed a Technology Transfer and
( haratiya Nirdeshak Document 1 ND2 Release Function at the / AIR , ead5uarters, New Delhi,
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bringing together scientists, industry partners, technology adopters and strategic stakeholders&The
programme, jointly organi=ed by / AIR-National 4hysical Oaboratory 1 AIR-N402 and / AIR-
/ entral Road Research Institute 1 AIR-/ RRI2 witnessed the transfer of se en technologies to
industry, release of ten ( haratiya Nirdeshak Dra yas 14 NDs2 and handing o er of critical
components de eloped for Suantum sensing applications to DRD? &

B elcoming the gathering, 4rof& Menu Gopal Achanta, Director, / AIR-N40, highlighted the
foundational role played by measurement science and metrology in scientific ad ancement,
industrial de elopment and national Suality infrastructure&Tracing the origins of / AIR-N40 and its
mandate in establishing measurement standards for the country, he emphasi=ed that reliable
measurements form the backbone of modern manufacturing, trade, healthcare, en ironmental
monitoring and emerging technologies& , e noted with satisfaction the steadily expanding
repository of ( haratiya Nirdeshak Dra yas being de eloped by / AIR-N40 and its partner
institutions, which are helping strengthen India@ Suality ecosystem and reduce dependence on
imported reference standards&

A major highlight of the programme was the release of ten ( haratiya Nirdeshak Dra yas 1 NDs2
co ering eight phytochemicals, one precious metal and one propane gas& These ( NDs are
expected to support laboratories, industry and regulatory agencies by pro iding reliable reference
materials and measurement standards, thereby impro ing accuracy, traceability and 5uality
assurance across sectors&

The e ent also marked another important milestone in India@ Suantum technology journey with the
handing o er of fi e apor cells de eloped by / AIR-N40 to the Aolid-Atate 4 hysics Oaboratory
1AA402 DRD?, for S5uantum sensing applications&The transfer reflects the growing capabilities of
Indian laboratories in de eloping ad anced components reSuired for next-generation strategic
technologies&

Addressing the gathering, Dr&4&F &Tri edi, Director, / AIR-/ |; A4, underscored the importance of
Suality standards and reference materials in supporting India@ bioeconomy and phytochemical
sector&, e noted that scientific standardi=ation plays a crucial role in enhancing the credibility,
5uality and global acceptance of plant-based products and natural ingredients&

Dr&/ h&Ra i Aekhar, Director, / AIR-/ RRI, highlighted the increasing momentum of technology
commerciali=ation efforts at the institute&, e noted that the number of technology transfers from
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/ AIR-/ RRI has been growing steadily o er the last few years, reflecting both the industry@
confidence in / AIR-de eloped technologies and the institute@ focus on de eloping deployable
solutions for infrastructure, transportation, road safety and en ironmental sustainability& , e
emphasi=ed that the technologies transferred today address real-world challenges and are
expected to create tangible societal and economic impact&

Addressing the gathering, Dr&N&F alaisel i, Director General, / AIR and Aecretary, DAIR, obser ed
that the monthly technology transfer e ents organi=ed at/ AIR , ead5uarters ha e emerged as an
effecti e platform for showcasing inno ations from across the / AIR network and facilitating their
adoption by industry& The DG, / AIR noted that the number of technology transfers being
witnessed through this platform has been steadily increasing, reflecting the growing rele ance of
/ AIR research to national priorities and industrial needs&Dr Falaisel i emphasi=ed that technology
transfer is not merely a transaction but the culmination of scientific research reaching society
through industry partnerships&The DG, / AIR, Dr&Falaisel i also reiterated / AIRG commitment to
accelerating inno ation-led growth through stronger industry engagement, commerciali=ation of
research outcomes, and de elopment of indigenous technologies aligned with the ision of
Atmanirbhar ( harat&

: echnologies : rans,erred(
CSIR-NPL

1&Rydberg Aystems (ased (road ( and H-Field Aensing Technology to ; 3 Nostradamus
Technologies 4ri ate Oimited, , yderabad, Telangana&

2&, igh-Mblume 4; 2& Impactor Aampler Technology to ; [ Hngineering and Hn ironmental
Aolutions 4ri ate Oimited, Aligarh, Uttar 4radesh&

6&Hn ironment Friendly and Acalable 4rocess for Recycling of 4 harmaceutical ( listers ¥4 ( s2
and Allied 4ackaging B astes to ; 3 G; Industries, New Delhi&

CSIR-CRRI

1&MnAD-MAIUCDrone-( ased NDT Aystem for ( ridges to ; Dronix Technologies 4ri ate
Oimited 1Aero6E02 / hennai, Tamil Nadu&

2&4AVH-AHAOC Air-/ leaning Nano 4hotocatalytic 4a e Aealing Hmulsion to ; @ Ashita
Renewables, ; u=affarnagar, Uttar 4radesh&

6&4AT/ , FIO0C4othole Repair ; achine to ; 4 etrochem Apecialities, ; u=affarnagar, Uttar
4radesh&

8& 0ARIMA? RC Glare ; itigation De ice to ; Intelligent Diagnosis 004, Gurugram,
, aryana&

Bharatiya Nirdeshak Dravyas Released(

1&4 hytochemicals ( ND
284recious ; etals ( ND
6&4ropane Gas ( ND

https@Mvwwdib&o 8nld ressRelease4 age&aspxkK4 RIDL22. 6. 0E3reqlL.883langL1
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