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Defence Ministry opens missile, shell production to private
sector

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 05 Oct 2025

The Defence Ministry has opened the development and manufacturing of missiles, artillery shells,
ammunition and ordnance to private sector so that India does nor run out of fire power in long term
hostilities, a move that is also in keeping with India’s push for self-reliance or Atmanirbharta. While
the government is tight-lipped about the move, HT learns that an amendment has been made to
Revenue Procurement Manual (RPM) that removes the mandatory requirement for any private
entity involved in manufacturing of bombs and ammunition to seek a no-objection certificate (NOC)
from state-owned defence company Munitions India Limited (MIL) before setting up an ammunition
unit.

This means that the private sector will be allowed to manufacture 105 mm, 130 mm, 150 mm
artillery shells, Pinaka missiles, 1000 pound bombs, mortar bombs, hand grenades, and medium
and small caliber ammunition, said people familiar with the development, asking not to be named.
Besides, HT learns that the defence ministry has also written to Defence Research and
Development Organization (DRDO) communicating its intent to open up the development and
integration of missiles to private sector as firms such as state-owned Bharat Dynamics Limited
(BDL) alone cannot cater to requirement of Indian armed forces. The missile sector has been
opened to private players as Operation Sindoor has shown that the future belongs to stand-off
weapons and long range conventional missiles, the people cited above said. BDL and Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL) under DRDO are the sole manufacturers of missiles and surface to air
missile systems such as Akash, Astra, Konkurs, Milan and also of torpedos.

With Pakistan using long range Chinese air to air and air to surface missiles and rockets during
Operation Sindoor, the Modi government’s assessment is that Indian private firms are required to
move into conventional missile development with strategic missile development under the sole
purview of DRDO. India needs more conventional missiles such as BrahMos, Nirbay, Pralay and
Shaurya as future battles will be only fought by stand-off weapons and anti-missile defence as the
days of fighter planes are gone with the dawn of over the horizon surface to air missiles, experts
say. This was amply demonstrated by Indian S-400 system taking down a Pakistan ELINT aircraft
(either SAAB AEW or Dassault DAC 20 ELINT) 314 kilometers inside Pakistan Punjab at the
height of skirmishes during Op Sindoor, on the morning of May 10.

The Defence Ministry has opened both the missile and the ammunition sector to private players as
Indian armed forces should not run out of ammunition in case of a long war and be forced to
procure them at high premium at a short notice from foreign vendors. With Russia and the West
involved in the Ukraine war, and the Middle-East and Israel involved in Gaza war, missiles and
ammunitions are in high demand. Pakistan, on the other hand, has a permanent supplier in China
for its war effort.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/defence-ministry-opens-missile-development-and-
munition-manufacturing-to-private-sector-101759624977590.html

*
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India, Russia in talks to acquire 5 more S-400 air defence
systems

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 06 Oct 2025

Top defence ministry officials will meet their Russian counterparts this week to consider either joint
manufacture or outright purchase of five more S-400 air defence systems from Moscow with an
objective of enhancing India’s long range defensive capabilities.

The deal is expected to be given a green signal before Russian President Vladimir Putin arrives in
India on December 5 for the annual summit with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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While two of the five S-400 systems, part of the October 5, 2018, $5.43 billion deal, will be
delivered by 2026-end, India and Russia are talking about the purchase of another five systems to
protect any attack across the country’s 7000-km-plus coastline and to plug the air defence gap in
the northern command area.

HT learns that the two sides have already agreed on the cost of the additional five systems with
annual escalation from the 2018 price. The modalities are not final yet and there’s talk that three of
the five systems will be purchased outright and the remaining will be built by Indian private sector
companies under transfer of technology route.

The deal will be government to government with maintenance, repair and overhaul facilities set up
in collaboration with the Indian private sector, people familiar with the matter said on condition of
anonymity. They added that reports of India buying the S-500 system are incorrect as such a
system is still on the drawing board in Russia.

India is also looking for a RVV-BD, a more than 200 km range air to air missile, from Russia to
make its Su-30 MKI fleet more potent as even Pakistan is operating Chinese built 200 km range
PL 15 air to air missile and used it against India during Operation Sindoor. The Russian R-37
missile or RVV-BD will have to be integrated into Su-30 MKI with upgradation of the on-board
radar of the Russian developed fighter.

Although IAF’s chief Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh talked about his force considering the
possibility of acquiring the Su-57 Russian fifth generation fighter, the government is still to take any
view on that as well as on the US F-35 fighter.

The Russian S-400 Triumf system lived up to expectations during Operation Sindoor in term of its
attack capability as well as its survival as Pakistan repeatedly targeted the system at Adampur and
Bhuj air base using Chinese long range weapons. After the initial attack on May 7, such was the
fear of the S-400 system that Pakistan had to move all its air assets beyond 300 km from Indian
border with hardly any aircraft getting airborne on May 10.

The S-400 long range missiles not only took down a Pak ELINT aircraft 314 km away in Punjab,
Pakistan but also brought down Pakistan F-16 and JF-17 fighters up north. S-400 proved not only
to be a powerful stand-off weapon but also served as a huge deterrent against Pakistan air borne
offensive.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-russia-in-talks-to-acquire-5-more-s-400-air-
defence-systems-101759713801091.html

DSL - DESIDOC 3


https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-russia-in-talks-to-acquire-5-more-s-400-air-defence-systems-101759713801091.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-russia-in-talks-to-acquire-5-more-s-400-air-defence-systems-101759713801091.html

Newspaper Clippings, 04-06/10/2025, Vol. 50, No. 185

HRCART AT 7 3T enfier e Jguia wgier

Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 06 Oct 2025

YA A

7 el I
=il B 'T—:?

T e & 39 IS
B ¥ A W uEgssn O

gearell, favmew @@

frzum & |

e 81" A 3 7@ o f.rf‘
R qrff 1y Jr:m # FRW
_?‘T“\f_"""iﬁ% ﬁf‘d'—:" qHd &
TFQT{ T © Y H T

T SfeRTSE =l ﬁ"rfﬂ-i‘if” R

q ’\“i:i_q'_:f-
B SUEEE % oY 59 9
o TR B | 98 ATHEU
g WA

99 9 3
ey @ar 8 W

U?';:Sq

EIEG]
ceir e O ) 3\4,13;:—_! 2| 'ﬁl

L&Y = [Q AlqeEal bl S

A ; A F1 ISR Fa el 2| U UBIY ] SFenaavl 36h
'r: Ie@-g dfa Bri
‘g % i § see e .
0 wfae ¥ e wnwl qeadl @l O 3R 9ET w
21 3o fmor mEa TR A &1 B F TR ¢
faeed 4T SSifrad yifrer fFe e a9 | ﬂzw
I—'—J:l"?;.), FreTwar § G I, HWT"{.‘ "lf(:_iii]lt ?
e 41‘-( —1 "1|(i ;-.'." "-.I A
T :ﬂ”_ﬂ :_m' T ¥ o s“T«T?F?ﬁ 2 P R ﬁﬁw
T aEaT JiEl ael e I T €

lf‘l'l’4 J’ﬂ*HJ ?’I
37T wewr % faremadTEH Rea
4 THAE H J-anﬂ“ U
A eRe § 3@ AN
7 oynfaer R Sem WERE
BT areaeal gdl AeAT HEE +
AN RS HEieT-59-%
EES T.'.Tf‘\‘l_j.‘._.-_q Jllel UaZaht
fi‘:‘«"fH TT”TH I FE, TSy F

=T AT AT T &
feon |

. .
X TERRIHOT

R’ Wi & ':'iTr Wi
T2l B | 98 ?r—l.”——l* 2 l—r' EIC|

q_ L[ = 7=

S0 Tq’r‘?
TF{ ¥F ®HH Sl

Indian Navy to induct new anti-sub vessel today

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 06 Oct 2025

The Indian Navy will commission a new anti-submarine warfare shallow water craft on Monday that
is expected to bolster its overall combat prowess.

The vessel, Androth, will be inducted into the Navy at a ceremony in Visakhapatnam.

“The commissioning of Androth marks yet another milestone in the Indian Navy’s steady stride
towards capability enhancement and indigenisation,” the Navy said.

“The induction is part of a larger momentum that has seen several state-of-the-art warships join
the naval fleet in recent months,” it said.
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Built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata, Androth has over 80 per cent
indigenous content.

Built by Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE), Kolkata, Androth has over 80 per
cent indigenous content

The ship underscores the Navy's commitment to enhancing indigenous capability through
innovative technologies and home grown solutions, the Navy said in a statement.

“The commissioning of Androth will significantly bolster the Navy’s anti-submarine warfare
capabilities, especially in countering threats in littoral waters,” it said.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/indian-navy-to-induct-new-anti-sub-vessel-today-
101759723631288.html

*

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh to visit Australia on 09" Oct
Source: The Hindu, Dt. 05 Oct 2025

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will undertake a two-day official visit to Australia from October 9 to
10, at the invitation of the Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Minister of Australia, Richard
Marles.

According to the Ministry of Defence, the visit comes at a significant moment as India and Australia
are marking five years of their Comprehensive Strategic Partnership (CSP). It will also be the first
visit by an Indian Defence Minister to Australia under the current government since 2014.

A highlight of Mr. Singh’s visit will be bilateral talks with his Australian counterpart, aimed at
strengthening defence cooperation and exploring new avenues of collaboration. He will also chair
a business roundtable in Sydney, attended by industry leaders from both nations, and call on other
Australian national leaders, the MoD added.

During the visit, three agreements are expected to be signed, enhancing cooperation in
information sharing, the maritime domain, and joint activities. Defence ties between the two
countries have steadily deepened, encompassing military-to-military exchanges, high-level visits,
training programmes, ship visits, and joint exercises, it stated. India and Australia elevated their
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relationship from a Strategic Partnership in 2009 to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in
2020. The two nations share a strong foundation of common values — pluralistic, Westminster-
style democracies, Commonwealth traditions, and growing economic engagement.

Long standing people-to-people ties, the presence of Indian students in Australian universities, and
vibrant tourism and sporting links continue to reinforce the enduring friendship between the two
countries, it added. Mr. Marles last visited India in June 2025, when he met his counterpart Rajnath
Singh and called on Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/defence-minister-rajnath-singh-to-visit-australia-on-
october-9/article70128466.ece

*

India and Australia to ink three defence agreements during
Rajnath Singh'’s visit
Source: The Times of India, Dt. 05 Oct 2025

India and Australia will ink three agreements to further enhance bilateral defence cooperation in
information sharing, maritime security and joint military activities during defence minister Rajnath
Singh’s visit to the country. Singh will conduct wide-ranging discussions with Australian deputy PM
and defence minister Richard Marles as well as chair a business roundtable in Sydney, with
industry leaders from the two sides, during his Oct 9-10 visit.

“The visit comes at a historic moment when India and Australia commemorate five years of
establishing their ‘comprehensive strategic partnership’. It will also mark the first-ever visit of an
Indian defence minister to Australia under this government since 2014,” an official said.

“The visit will provide an important opportunity for both sides to explore new and meaningful
initiatives to further strengthen the bilateral relationship and the defence partnership,” he added.
The defence engagements have expanded over time to include wide-ranging interactions between
the services, military-to-military exchanges, high-level Vvisits, capacity-building and training
programmes, cooperation in the maritime domain and combat exercises.

In a meeting between Singh and Marles in June this year, the two sides had decided to intensify
and diversify defence-industrial collaboration as well as steadily work together towards their
shared commitment for a free and open Indo-Pacific, with an eye firmly on an aggressive and
expansionist China.

The Indian and Australian armies are slated to conduct the fourth edition of the “AustraHind”
combat exercise at Irwin Barracks in Perth from Oct 13 to 26. It aims to further strengthen the
operational capabilities of the two forces in undertaking joint company-level operations in urban
and semi-urban terrains under the UN mandate, reflecting the shared commitment towards global
peace and security, another official said.

Australia -- along with Japan -- is also a regular participant in the top-notch quadrilateral Malabar
naval exercise, with the next edition to be conducted off Guam in the Western Pacific next month.
The Malabar began as a bilateral India-US exercise in 1992 but includes all “Quad” countries now.
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India also has a military logistics agreement with Australia, which provides for reciprocal refuelling,
repair and berthing facilities for warships and aircraft, on the lines of the ones it has with other
countries like the US, France, Japan, South Korea and Singapore.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-and-australia-to-ink-three-defence-agreements-
during-rajnath-singhs-visit/articleshow/124320930.cms

*
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Emergency buy: Army to get 6 AK-630s systems
Source: The Times of India, Dt. 06 Oct 2025

The Indian Army is going for emergency acquisition of six mobile AK-630 multi-barrel air defence
gun systems, in what is another step towards protecting population centres from hostile drones,
loiter munitions, rockets and mortars along the border with Pakistan.

\

The procurement tender for the 30mm gun systems, which have an effective range of 4-6 km, has
been issued to defence PSU Advance Weapon and Equipment India Ltd (AWEIL). "The contract
will be inked under the fast-track emergency procurement mechanism approved after Operation
Sindoor. More such guns, which act as close-in weapon systems because of their high rate of fire,
will be ordered at a later stage," an officer said on Saturday.

The AK-630 gun systems are mounted on trailers and towed by high-mobility vehicles, which offer
flexibility and rapid deployment. The gun system is capable of a cyclic rate of fire up to 3,000
rounds per minute, which creates a wall of air defence shells to destroy approaching hostile aerial
objects at close ranges.

"It has an all-weather fire control system for target detection and engagement during day and night
as well as adverse weather conditions. The AK-630 system will be integrated into the Army's wider
air defence command-and-control architecture Akashteer," the officer said.

This comes soon after the Army Air Defence (AAD) kicked off the acquisition process for three
highly mobile regiments of the new indigenous quick reaction surface-to-air missile (QRSAM)
systems, which can detect and destroy enemy aircraft, attack helicopters, drones, rockets and
missiles at ranges of over 30 km, at a cost of around Rs 30,000 crore, as was reported by TOI last
month.

India's existing multi-layered air defence network of foreign and indigenous systems played a
crucial role in thwarting multiple waves of Turkish-origin drones and Chinese missiles launched by
Pakistan during the four-day conflict in May.
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The AAD is also planning to go for "smart and programmable ammunition" for the L-70 and ZU-
23mm guns as well as the new rapidly deployable counter-UAS (unmanned aerial systems) guns
and counter-RAM (rocket, artillery and mortar) weapons.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/lemergency-buy-army-to-get-6-ak-630s-systems/
articleshow/124325790.cms

Over-the-horizon radars, energy weapons, satellites to be
integrated into ‘Sudarshan Chakra’ air defence shield

Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 06 Oct 2025

India’s Mission Sudarshan Chakra will create a nationwide air defence shield by linking 6,000 to
7,000 radars (to track hostile targets far beyond the horizon), satellites (to keep constant watch
from space), and DEWSs or directed energy weapons (laser-based systems designed to destroy
enemy threats). These, along with other surveillance and defence platforms, will feed into one
integrated network, The Indian Express has learnt.

According to sources, the armed forces, paramilitary forces, defence PSUs, the private sector and
several R&D bodies will be part of the project. Strategic locations to be covered by the system
have already been identified, sources said.

The multilayered air defence shield is aimed at monitoring, detecting, identifying and destroying
enemy threats directed at India. Currently, the country’s air defence infrastructure is largely
focused on protecting critical military installations and strategic assets. Sudarshan Chakra will
extend this coverage significantly to key locations and population centres across the country.

As India looks to augment its space surveillance capabilities for the defence forces, work is already
underway to deploy 52 new surveillance satellites by 2030 under Phase 3 of the Space-Based
Surveillance (SBS) programme. These will be linked with smaller air defence assets and radars
under Sudarshan Chakra, scanning and tracking enemy aircraft, drones or missiles, and cueing
weapon systems for interception.

Multiple radar systems, including Over-the-Horizon (OTH) radars capable of looking deep into
enemy territory, are planned to be procured and integrated into the shield to detect and track
hostile aircraft, drones and missiles, and to direct their destruction through linked weapon systems.

Indigenously developed directed energy weapons (DEWSs), which use high-powered lasers to
neutralise targets, will also be part of the network. Sources said the multilayered shield would be
designed to counter aerial threats at both strategic and tactical levels.

Satellites, OTH radars and DEWSs will be integrated with long- and medium-range missile systems,
anti-drone technologies and air defence guns, creating layered protection against a wide range of
threats. Most of these platforms are planned to be designed and built in India, though existing
weapon systems from global manufacturers will also be folded in to form a consolidated,
nationwide defence.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced the launch of Mission Sudarshan Chakra on
Independence Day, calling it a comprehensive, networked system to protect India and its vital
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installations. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh later described it as India’s “resolve for self-defence,”
saying all important places would be shielded with modern, indigenously developed technology.

Chief of Defence Staff General Anil Chauhan, while describing it as India’s version of the Iron
Dome or Golden Dome, said the mission would act both as shield and sword — protecting strategic
and civilian sites while creating the infrastructure to detect, acquire and neutralise enemy air
threats.

“Colossal amounts of data will need to be analysed in real time. Artificial intelligence, advanced
computation, data analytics, big data, LLMs and quantum technologies will be essential,” he said.

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has also taken early steps. Last
month, it successfully tested the Integrated Air Defence Weapon System (IADWS), which
combined Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missiles or QRSAM (for intercepting hostile aircraft), Very
Short Range Air Defence or VSHORADS missiles (for close-range threats) and a 5-kilowatt laser.
The indigenous system, which integrates missile and laser defences, is likely to be a key
component of the Sudarshan Chakra shield.

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/energy-weapons-satellites-radar-network-key-to-sudarshan-
chakra-10289885/

U.K. and India launch historic Carrier Strike Group Exercise
Konkan

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 05 Oct 2025

The United Kingdom’s Carrier Strike Group (CSG), led by aircraft carrier HMS Prince of Wales, on
Sunday commenced Exercise Konkan with the Indian Navy in the Western Indian Ocean. The four-
day maritime drill aims to enhance combined maritime and air capabilities between the two navies.
First held in 2004, Exercise Konkan has traditionally been a biennial engagement. This edition,
however, marks the first-ever exercise involving the CSG of both nations - the U.K.’s HMS Prince
of Wales and India’s INS Vikrant.

The U.K. CSG, currently on an eight-month global deployment dubbed Operation Highmast, has
linked up with the Indian Navy’s carrier task force for complex multi-domain operations, including
anti-submarine warfare, cross-deck flying operations, and air defence drills.
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Following the exercise, the British warships will make port calls in Mumbai and Goa, highlighting
deepening defence ties while showcasing British trade and industry and the strong “living bridge”
of people and culture between the U.K. and India.

British High Commissioner to India Lindy Cameron said, “The U.K. and India believe in an Indo-
Pacific that is free and open. We share an ambition for a modern defence and security partnership,
a fundamental pillar of U.K.-India Vision 2035, agreed by our Prime Ministers this year. The
engagements between the CSG of our two navies demonstrate our commitment to maintaining the
rules-based international order in the region and lay the groundwork for future cooperation.”

Commodore James Blackmore, Commander of the U.K. CSG, added that the partnership
reinforces shared commitments to security and stability in the Indo-Pacific. Upon completion of the
port visits, the U.K. CSG will conduct an aerial defence exercise with the Indian Air Force, allowing
both forces to test tactics and strengthen interoperability.

Operation Highmast is a multinational deployment led by the U.K. CSG, providing an opportunity
for the U.K's Armed Forces to conduct a major global deployment and exercise complex
operations alongside partners and allies in the region, with 12 other nations supporting the
deployment with ships or personnel.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/uk-and-india-launch-historic-carrier-strike-group-exercise-
konkan/article70127988.ece
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IAF chief: Downed 12-13 Pak jets, including F-16s, during
Sindoor

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 04 Oct 2025

IAF destroyed 9-10 Pakistani fighters like US-origin F-16s and Chinese JF- 17s, as well as at least
two special aircraft, if the ‘kills’ in the air and ground are both taken into account during Operation
Sindoor, Air Chief Marshal A P Singh said on Friday, while rejecting Islamabad’s counter-claims as
“‘manohar kahaniyan (fanciful stories)”.

While elaborating on his earlier remarks on the losses suffered by Pakistan during the cross-
border hostilities from May 7 to 10, ACM Singh also said the move by terror outfits like Lashkar-e-
Taiba and Jaish-e-Muhammed to relocate their larger camps and hideouts deep inside Pakistan’s
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province was “expected” after their headquarters at Muridke and Bahawalpur
were struck by IAF.

“‘Now they (LeT, JeM) will probably build smaller structures instead of big structures. But if
intelligence is available, then we have the capability to strike deep inside any of their hideouts with
absolutely accurate targeting. We can destroy them and their hideouts,” the IAF chief said at a
press conference in the run-up to IAF Day on Oct 8.

He, however, refused to be drawn into the number of IAF fighters downed during the strikes on the
nine terror hubs in Pakistan and POK on May 7 as well as Chief of Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan’s remarks that India rectified its “tactical mistakes” after suffering the initial losses.

IAF conducted the May 7 strikes without the requisite suppression or destruction of enemy air
defences because the aim was to target only terrorist infrastructure on that day. Moreover, it was
not anticipated that Pakistani jets of Chinese-origin would be armed with PL-15 beyond visual
range air-to-air missiles with ranges over 200km.

ACM Singh, on his part, said, “If they (Pakistan) think they shot down 15 of my jets, let them think
it. | hope they’re convinced about it, and they will cater for 15 less aircraft in my inventory when
they come to fight again. Why should | talk about it?”

In the subsequent strikes on Pakistan airbases and other military infrastructure, ACM Singh there
was clear evidence through satellite imagery of the destruction of at least four radar sites, two
command and control centres and a surface-to-air missile system as well as runways being
damaged at the Rahim Yar Khan and Sargodha airbases.

Then, the UAV hangar at Sukkur, the AEW&C (airborne early warning and control) aircraft hangar
at Bholari, and the F-16 hangar at Jacobabad in Pakistan were also damaged in the strikes. “We
have signs of one C-130 class of aircraft and possibly an AEW&C... and at least four to five fighter
aircraft, most likely F-16s (being destroyed),” the IAF chief said.

Separately, |IAF’s surface-to-air missile systems like the S-400 shot down a large special mission
aircraft, either an ELINT (electronic intelligence) or an AEW&C, at a distance of over 300km in the
“longest such kill ever achieved”, as well as “at least five high-tech Pakistani fighters in the F-16
and JF-17-class” in the air.

“We made Pakistan reach a stage where they had to ask for a ceasefire on May 10. We took a call
as a nation to terminate those hostilities because our own objectives were met. | think this is
something that the world needs to learn from us,” ACM Singh said. “Have you seen a single picture
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where something fell on any of our airbases, something hit us, a hangar was destroyed, or
anything like that? We showed so many pictures of their places. So, their narrative is ‘manohar
kahaniyan’. Let them be happy, after all, they also have to show something to their audience to
save their reputation,” he said.

Op Sindoor demonstrated IAF’s capability to “deliver catastrophic firepower with precision” in one
of the most decisive uses of air power in India’s history, he added.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/iaf-chief-downed-12-13-pak-jets-including-f-16s-during-
sindoor/articleshow/124300351.cms
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Malaysia

Operational Deployment to South China Sea and Indo-Pacific

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 05 Oct 2025

Indian Navy's indigenous stealth frigate INS Sahyadri made a port call at Kemaman port in
Malaysia, on 02 Oct 2025, as part of the Eastern Fleet Operational Deployment to the South China
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Sea and Indo-Pacific. The ship was accorded a warm welcome by the Royal Malaysian Navy,
celebrating enduring cultural ties and shared maritime traditions between the two nations.

Indigenously designed, constructed and commissioned in 2012, INS Sahyadri is the third ship of
the Shivalik Class Guided Missile Stealth Frigates. The ship is a shining example of the
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ initiative and has been part of several bilateral and multilateral exercises, as
well as operational deployments.

This is the third visit by INS Sahyadri to Malaysia. The ship had earlier visited Port Klang on a
goodwill mission in 2016, and later participated in Exercise ‘Samudra Laksamana’ at Kota Kinabalu
in 2019. These visits underscore the strong and evolving naval ties between the two countries.

INS Sahyadri’'s ongoing operational deployment to the South China Sea and Indo-Pacific,
underscores India’s stature as a responsible maritime stakeholder and preferred security partner in
the Indo-Pacific. The ship’s port call at Kemaman is aimed at further strengthening India-Malaysia
maritime military cooperation, interoperability between the two navies and exchanging best naval
practices.

The three-day visit included courtesy calls by the Ship’s Commanding Officer on senior Royal
Malaysian Navy officers, including a call on First Admiral Abd Halim bin Kamarudin, Deputy
Commander Naval Region. The visit also featured professional exchanges, cross visits by Indian
Navy and RMN officials, cross-training, sport fixtures between the two navies, as well as
recreational visits to the city for INS Sahyadri’s crew.

e e T e i ey

The crew also conducted a yoga session and charity event, reflecting the Indian Navy’s
commitment to wellness, compassion, and strengthening India-Malaysia friendship.

India and Malaysia share a rich and multi-dimensional relationship, shaped by deep-rooted
cultural, social and economic ties, spanning millennia. With the ever increasing significance of the
Indo-Pacific in the geopolitical seascape, both nations have increasingly recognised the
importance of building regional partnerships, based on mutual interest. India’s MAHASAGAR
initiative and Malaysia’s alignment with ASEAN's Outlook on Indo-Pacific (AOIP), offer prosperity
for both nations through maritime synergy.
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The navy-to-navy interactions between India and Malaysia have grown steadily over the years
through the biennial LIMA exhibition and MILAN exercises. The successful culmination of third
edition of Field Training Exercise (FTX) - ‘Samudra Laksamana’ in 2024 between Indian Navy and
RMN ships, underscores the commitment of both nations towards bolstering maritime security and
cooperation in the region.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2174949

*

Amid US tariff tensions, ‘Malabar’ drill set for Nov
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 06 Oct 2025

NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 5
Despite India facing puni-
tive tariffs from the US, a
multi-nation annual mar-
quee maritime exercise is on
as per schedule in Novem-
ber with Japan and Australia
also joining in.

Sources confirmed that Indi-
an Navy warship INS
Sahyadri would join the mar-
itime exercise ‘Malabar’ to be
hosted by the US at Guam, one
of its military bases in the west-
ern-part of the Pacific Ocean.
Guam, an island, is some 2,500
east of the Philippines.

The Indian warship has
already left Indian shores and
would be part of maritime
engagements with several
countries enroute to Guam. It
is currently on an operational
deployment to the South Chi-
na Sea — the second such
Indian maritime activity in
the disputed waters within
the past fortnight.

The four-nation exercise
called ‘Malabar’ is often
dubbed by Beijing as ‘anti-Chi-
na’, largely due to the fact that
the four partners in ‘Malabar’
are also partners in the Quad.

India-US ties have plunged
after Trump imposed 50 per
cent tariff on India, among the
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INS Sahyadri at Malaysia. NAvY
highest in the world. Half of
this tariff is punitive in retalia-
tion for buying Russian crude
oil. The other half stems from
the stalled trade negotiations.
Last year in October, India
hosted the ‘Malabar’, begin-
ning with the harbour phase in
Visakhapatnam, followed by
the sea phase. The Malabar-
2024 was carried out as of the
most comprehensive version
of all editions so far, incorporat-
ing complex operational sce-
narios, the Ministry of Defence
had said after the exercise.
The exercise gains iImpor-
tance as all four countries
operate the same maritime
surveillance planes, which are
also capable of hunting sub-
marines. These planes can
generate a common ‘picture’
of the sea. — TNS y
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GSL-Made Fast Patrol Vessel ICGS Akshar Commissioned
into Indian Coast Guard

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 04 Oct 2025

Indian Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Akshar, the second in a series of eight Adamya-class Fast Patrol
Vessels (FPVs), was commissioned at Karaikal, Puducherry on October 4, 2025. The 51-metre-
long vessel has been designed and built indigenously by Goa Shipyard Limited, embodying the
spirit of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. With over 60% indigenous content, ICGS Akshar stands as a
testament to India’s growing maritime capabilities under the Government’s ‘Make in India’ initiative.

The ship displaces approx. 320 tons and is propelled by two 3,000 KW diesel engines, enabling a
maximum speed of 27 Knots. It has an endurance of 1,500 nautical miles at an economical speed.
ICGS Akshar is fitted with indigenously developed two Controllable Pitch Propellers (CPP) and
gearboxes, offering superior maneuverability, operational flexibility and enhanced performance at
sea.

Its weaponry includes a 30 mm CRN 91 gun and two 12.7 mm Stabilized Remote-Controlled Guns
(SRCG), integrated with fire-control systems. The vessel also features an Integrated Bridge
System (IBS), Integrated Platform Management System (IPMS), and Automated Power
Management System (APMS), augmenting operational efficiency and automation.

The ship will be based at Karaikal, Puducherry, under the administrative and operational control of
Commander Coast Guard Region (East) through the Commander, Coast Guard District
Headquarters No. 13. The vessel will be deployed for surveillance of maritime zones and
undertaking other duties as enshrined in the Coast Guard charter.

ICGS Akshar was commissioned by Smt. Dipti Mohil Chawla, Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Defence in the presence of Additional Director General Donny Michael, Coast Guard Commander,
Eastern Seaboard along with senior dignitaries of the central and state government. The name
‘Akshar’ meaning ‘imperishable’, symbolises the ICG’s steadfast resolve and commitment to
ensuring safe, secure, and clean seas.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2174882

*

BRO constructs world’s highest motorable road in Ladakh,
surpasses earlier records
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 04 Oct 2025

The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has constructed the world’s highest motorable road,
passing over Mig La, a 19,400-foot-high pass located in eastern Ladakh close to the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). This surpasses its earlier two records at Umling La and Kardung La, both also in
Ladakh.

“Border Roads Organisation #BRO has once again created history as Project Himank constructed
the world’s highest motorable road at Mig La Pass (19,400 ft) in #Ladakh surpassing its own
Guinness World Record set at Umling La (19,024 ft),” the BRO said on its official X handle on
Saturday.
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“The newly built Likaru-Mig La-Fukche road holds immense strategic significance as the third vital
axis from Hanle to Fukche, while also boosting tourism in #Ladakh and upliftment of India’s First
Villages,” the post added.

The project was executed by BRO’s Project Himank, responsible for road construction and
maintenance in eastern Ladakh. A BRO team, led by Project Himank’s Chief Engineer Brig Vishal
Srivastava, hoisted the National Flag and the BRO ensign at the Mig La.

Beyond its strategic importance, the Mig La Pass is expected to provide a major boost to tourism
in Ladakh. The extreme altitude, tough route and breath-taking landscape are a delight for
adventure enthusiasts seeking a challenge.

sl e 1 S R ot e e R Uy = 5. L R
According to BRO officials, 11 of the 14 highest motorable passes globally built have been
constructed by the the BRO. For many years, Khardung La, which is the gateway to the Nubra
Valley and Siachen in northern Ladakh, remained the highest motorable pass at 18,380 feet. About
six years ago, Umling La, which is the route to Demchok, was developed.

e

Functioning under the Ministry of Defence, the BRO is responsible for infrastructure development
in India’s border areas and friendly neighboring countries. This includes operations in 19 states
and three Union Territories, including Andaman and Nicobar Islands, as well as neighbouring
countries such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, Tajikistan and Sri Lanka.

The BRO has constructed over 60,000 km of roads, 19 airfields and more than 1,000 bridges in
some of the world’s toughest terrains. It is also engaged in the construction of several tunnels
under high passes in the Western and North-eastern theatres to provide all-weather connectivity to
forward areas.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/defence/bro-constructs-worlds-highest-motorable-road-in-
ladakh-surpasses-earlier-records/
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