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Indigenous defence procurement worth X1.05 lakh crore

cleared

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 04 July 2025

The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, on Thursday
(July 3, 2025) accorded Acceptance of Necessity (AoN) for 10 capital acquisition proposals valued
at X1.05 lakh crore through indigenous sourcing.

It was the first DAC meeting after Operation Sindoor to enhance capabilities of the armed forces.

“AoNs were accorded for procurement of Armoured Recovery Vehicles, Electronic Warfare
System, Integrated Common Inventory Management System for the Tri-Services and Surface-to-
Air Missiles,” said the Ministry of Defence in a statement.
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The agenda of the council’'s meeting was to enhance India’s air defence capabilities along the
Pakistan border. The procurement of indigenous Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile (QRSAM)
systems worth 30,000 crore for the Indian Army has been approved.

These procurements will provide higher mobility, effective air defence, better supply chain
management and augment the operational preparedness of the armed forces.

“AoNs were also accorded for procurement of Moored Mines, Mine Counter Measure Vessels,
Super Rapid Gun Mount and Submersible Autonomous Vessels. These procurements will enable
mitigation of potential risks posed to the Naval and Merchant Vessels,” the statement said.

“To provide further impetus to indigenous design and development, AoNs were accorded under the
Buy (Indian-Indigenously Designed Developed and Manufactured) category,” it added.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/government-clears-indigenous-defence-procurement-
worth-105-lakh-crore/article69768700.ece

India to get 1st batch of 3 US Apaches this month
Source: The Times of India, Dt. 04 Jul 2025

The Army this month will finally get three of the six long-delayed Apache attack helicopters,
dubbed "tanks in the air", under the Rs 5,691 crore deal inked with the US in February 2020.

The first three Boeing-manufactured Apache gunships will be delivered around July 15, with the
next three coming by Nov. US secretary of defence Pete Hegseth had assured defence minister
Rajnath Singh, during a telephonic conversation Tuesday, that the six heavy-duty choppers will be
delivered within this year, as was reported by TOI.

The six Apache helicopters for the Army will add to 22 such choppers inducted by IAF under the
Rs 13,952 crore deal with the US in Sept 2015. One of those choppers was badly damaged after a
hard landing near Khardung La in Ladakh on April 4 last year.

The Army had raised the Apache squadron at Jodhpur along the western front with Pakistan in
March last year but there have been multiple delays in delivery of the choppers due to supply
chain problems. The Apaches are armed with Stinger air-to-air missiles, Hellfire Longbow air-to-
ground missiles, guns and rockets.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-to-get-1st-batch-of-3-us-apaches-this-month/
articleshow/122236593.cms

Tejas-Mk-1A roll out from Nashik this month, Astra firing
likely in Aug: HAL CMD
Source: the Times of India, Dt. 04 Jul 2025

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) will roll out the first LCA Tejas Mk1A from its new Nashik
production line by the end of July, with integration and test firing of the Astra air-to-air missile
scheduled for early August, HAL CMD DK Sunil told TOI in an interview.
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The rollout from Nashik marks a key milestone in HAL's efforts to scale up Tejas production, even
as the programme works through engine supply constraints and indigenous radar integration
delays. “The first aircraft from Nashik is already in final assembly and under testing. We expect the
rollout in @ month,” Sunil said, adding that while the current year may see three to four aircraft from
Nashik, the plant has been built to support an annual output of eight.

At present, HAL is operating two production lines in Bengaluru and has initiated the third at Nashik.
A parallel private-sector supply chain — comprising VEM Technologies (centre fuselage), Alpha
(rear fuselage), and L&T (wings) — is expected to contribute towards an additional six aircraft a
year, eventually raising the overall production capacity to 30 aircraft annually.

He said that despite engine supply delays from GE, HAL is pressing ahead with deliveries.

“We have already built six aircraft which are ready and flying,” Sunil said. HAL expects to produce
12 aircraft this year, using available GE engines in rotation to carry out critical test flights. GE has
assured delivery of 12 engines this year, with the second engine expected this month after only
one had arrived by April.

Integration of Astra missile, developed by DRDO, is scheduled for early August. “We need to have
some of the other issues sorted out like the firing of the missile, the Astra missile, which we plan to
do in August, early August,” he said.

On radar integration, HAL faced criticism for opting to continue with the imported ELTA radar from
Israel for all Tejas Mk1A fighters under the current contract, instead of switching midstream — from
the 41st aircraft — to the indigenous Uttam AESA radar.

Sunil clarified that 40 ELTA radars were contracted initially, with a plan to introduce Uttam from the
41st aircraft onwards. However, delays in certification of both the Uttam radar and associated
electronic warfare (EW) suite, also being developed by DRDO, forced HAL’s hand.

He noted that over the last three years, HAL has held several meetings with senior officials from
DRDO and IAF, but the certification timelines have repeatedly slipped. “As a manufacturer, when
we're under pressure for not delivering, the risk becomes ours. If we wait and the systems still
aren’t certified, we are left with no aircraft to hand over.”

“There was a clear directive from DRDO headquarters in Feb 2024 that if certification is not
achieved by year-end, HAL may proceed. That meeting and directive are on record. We waited
until March this year, but when progress still hadn’t been made, we moved forward.”

In response to persistent concerns from the Indian Air Force about unmet aircraft staff qualitative
requirements (ASQRs), Sunil attributed the delays to legacy issues and dependency on various
partners including ADA and DRDO. “Parallel efforts are underway to close these issues across
multiple aircraft. It's not that there’s no effort — it's just that the closure needs to be more
structured,” he said.

HAL aims to deliver all 12 Tejas Mk1As scheduled for this year, with the full production ecosystem
— including public and private lines — expected to reach a steady state of 30 aircraft annually
from 2026-27.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/tejas-mk-1a-roll-out-from-nashik-this-month-astra-firing-
likely-in-aug-hal-cmd/articleshow/122234157.cms

*
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Shakti-VIll: Indian and French armies conclude intense 96-
hour joint field operation
Source: The Statesman, Dt. 04 Jul 2025

The eighth edition of the Indo-French joint military exercise Shakti culminated today at Camp
Larzac, La Cavalerie in France. The exercise included troops from Indian Army’s Jammu and
Kashmir Rifles battalion and French Army’s 13¢ Demi-Brigade de Légion Etrangére.
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A statement from the army spokesperson stated that the Indian contingent, comprising 90
personnel, participated in a series of mission-oriented drills tailored to sub-conventional
operations, along with the French army. The engagement included combat shooting, urban warfare
training, obstacle crossings, Electronic Warfare (EW) integration, and Counter-Unmanned Aerial
System (C-UAS) operations.

Shakti-VIIl marked the successful completion of an intensive training engagement aimed at
enhancing interoperability, mutual trust, and tactical coordination between the Indian and French
Armies.

The army spokesperson stated that the major highlight of the exercise was the successful
execution of a 96-hour continuous field exercise, simulating multi-domain scenarios in complex
operational environments. The phase tested the endurance, planning proficiency, and joint
decision-making capabilities of both contingents under realistic and high-pressure conditions.

Exercise Shakti-VIII stands as a testament to the growing strategic convergence between India
and France. It has not only facilitated the exchange of tactical knowledge and operational best
practices but has also reaffirmed the shared commitment of both countries towards regional
stability, collective security, and defence cooperation, the statement read.

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/shakti-viii-indian-and-french-armies-conclude-intense-96-
hour-joint-field-operation-1503452937.html
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Tamal, the last imported warship
Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 04 Jul 2025

With the commissioning of INS Tamal at the Yantar Shipyard in Kaliningrad, Russia, on Tuesday
(July 1), the Indian Navy has likely inducted its last foreign-built warship. This is a major milestone
for the Navy, which has, over the years, progressively indigenised shipbuilding, increasing bit by bit
the indigenous content in warships, as well as designing them in India. INS Tamal is the eighth
Talwar-class frigate — these are improved versions of the Krivak lll-class frigates — built by

Russia for the Indian Navy as a part of Project 1135.6.
- A, EXPRESS l
F e Yexplained.

INS Tamal in Kaliningrad during trials.

It is also the second of four additional follow-on ships of the class that were ordered in 2018. The
first, INS Tushil, was commissioned in Kaliningrad in December last year. The final two, Triput and
Tavasya, are being built in India by the Goa Shipyard Limited with transfer of technology and
design assistance from Russia. Triput, which was launched into sea last July and is expected to be
commissioned in 2026, will be India’s first indigenously built Talwar-class frigate. This is the story
of INS Tamal, and the Indian Navy’s journey towards indigenisation.

Tamal: A moving sea fortress

INS Tamal is a multirole frigate with a displacement of 4,035 long tonnes (1 long tonne = 1,016 kg)
at full load, a length of 124.8 m, and a beam (width at its widest point) of 15.2 m. It has a maximum
speed of 30 knots (56 km/h), and a range of upto 4,850 nautical miles (8,980 km). The ship will be
manned by a crew of 250 sailors and 26 officers.

The Navy describes INS Tamal as a “formidable moving fortress at sea”, and says that it is capable
of carrying out blue water operations in all four dimensions of modern naval warfare — air, surface,
underwater and electromagnetic.

AIR: INS Tamal carries two kinds of anti-aircraft missiles — 24 vertically-launched Shtil surface-to-
air missiles with a range of upto 70 km, and eight short-range Igla missiles. At close range,
incoming aircraft and missiles can also be fended off by the ship’s two AK-630s: fully-automated 30
mm rotary cannons that can fire more than 5,000 rounds per minute.
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SURFACE: INS Tamal’'s anti-ship/ land attack capabilities are centred around the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile. The ship carries a complement of eight such missiles which boast an
operational range in the hundreds of kilometres, and can fly at speeds of upto Mach 3 (3,700
km/h). The frigate also has one 100 mm A-190E main gun: this can fire 25 kg shells to distances of
more than 20 km.

UNDERWATER: For anti-submarine warfare (ASW), INS Tamal has a RBU ASW rocket-launcher,
which can fire salvos of upto 12 rockets equipped with depth charges at a time. The frigate also
has two 533 mm torpedo tubes, capable of launching heavyweight torpedoes.

EW: INS Tamal boasts a complement of advanced electronic warfare (EW) suite and advanced
Electro-Optical/Infra-Red systems, which act as ears and eyes of the platform. EW suite includes
decoy launching systems which disrupt enemy radar, and jammers. The warship can also
accommodate the upgraded Anti-submarine and Airborne Early Warning helicopters, the Kamov 28
and Kamov 31, which, according to the Navy, act as “major force multipliers”.

The Navy had previously stated that INS Tamal’s design provides it with enhanced stealth features
and greater stability characteristics, and that it is equipped with complex automated systems for
nuclear, biological and chemical defence, including damage control and firefighting that can be
operated centrally from sheltered posts.

“These complex systems aid in minimising casualties, achieve rapid restoration of combat
effectiveness, enhancing combat capability and survivability,” the Navy had said. INS Tamal will
soon set sail for its home port in Karwar, Karnataka.

Towards indigenisation

The Navy has said that INS Tamal will be the last imported warship to be inducted into its fleet.
This is the culmination of a decades-long push towards indigenisation of naval shipbuilding, and a
major milestone in the road to aatmanirbharta (self-reliance) in defence. In the early years after
Independence, India neither had the know-how to build its own ships, nor the resources to develop
this capability. It was thus compelled to acquire frigates and destroyers from other countries,
mostly the UK and the erstwhile USSR.

Nonetheless, even at that time, the Navy understood the importance of indigenous shipbuilding,
and took continuous steps to make this a reality. INS Ajay, a small patrol vessel commissioned in
1960, was the first indigenously-built ship in India.

Leander-class frigates started being produced in Mazagon Docks with British collaboration in the
late 1960s. But at this time, the indigenous content of these ships (that is, the components and
materials which were actually produced in India rather than imported and simply assembled)
remained minimal.

For instance, Leander-class frigates of the 1970s had just 15% indigenous content. This would
steadily increase over the years. Kolkata-class destroyers produced in the 2000s boasted 59%
indigenous content, while the latest Vishakhapatnam and Nilgiri classes are more than 75%
indigenous. The Navy also made efforts to design ships in India. It set up the Central Design Office
(CDO) in 1964, which eventually grew to be the Directorate of Naval Design (DND) in 1970.

By the 1990s, this was designing aircraft carriers, submarines, and guided missile destroyers. The
Directorate of Indigenisation was established at the naval headquarters in New Delhi in 2005. This
was followed by the creation of indigenous development field units at Mumbai and Visakhapatnam
in March 2010.
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The Navy’s way forward

Today, the majority of the Navy’s warships are built indigenously, using more than 75% indigenous
components. Several Indian shipyards, both public-sector and privately held, build ships for the
Navy. In the seventh and latest volume of the Naval History Project, titted A Decade of
Transformation: The Indian Navy 2011-21, Captain M Doraibabu and Commander Amrut Dilip
Godbole write about the steady growth in India’s shipbuilding capabilities.

They wrote that during 2001-11, the Navy added 57,000 tonnes and 33 ships to its inventory. This
grew to 92,000 tonnes and 40 ships from 2011-21, mostly from indigenous sources. Of the 39
ships built for the Navy in 2011-21, 33 were built in Indian shipyards, and of the 39 ships on order
as of 2021, 37 are being built in India — the two exceptions being INS Tushil, which was
commissioned last year, and Tamal.

Even these two frigates built in Russia have a sizable indigenous component — INS Tamal is built
with 26% indigenous components. Between June and December this year, the Navy is set to
commission 9-10 warships. It is learnt that several more will be commissioned over the next four to
five years. All of these will be built in India.

FRIGATE: short history of a multirole naval vessel

* During Europe’s Age of Sail, the term “frigate” was used to describe fully-rigged ships (with three
or more masts) built primarily for speed and manoeuverability, and intended to be used in scouting,
escort, and patrol roles.

While designs varied, these ships were smaller than ships of the line, the mainstays of naval battle
in this era, and typically had only one gun deck.

* The term fell out of use as warships without sails appeared on the scene in the second half of the
19th century. Naval tactics evolved, and frigates were effectively replaced by “cruisers” with
different levels of armour and armament.

* Frigates re-entered the naval lexicon during World War Il. The Royal Navy used the term to
describe vessels that were larger than corvettes but smaller than destroyers. They were primarily
used as anti-submarine escort vessels: protecting Allied mercantile ships from German u-boat
attacks in the Atlantic.

Apart from their names, these modern frigates did not share much in common with models from
past centuries.

* The post-War development of missile technology made it possible for relatively small ships to
pack tremendous firepower, further spurring the return of frigates to navies around the world.

* Today, frigates are primarily meant to serve as platforms for guided missile systems. They can
serve in a variety of roles, from anti-submarine, anti-ship, and anti-aircraft warfare to land attacks,
and can fight either solo or as part of a larger naval formation.

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/tamal-the-last-imported-warship-10105120/

*
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India, US set to boost defence ties, finalise 10-yr framework
Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 04 Ju( 2025

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 3

Defence minister Rajnath
Singh and US defence sec-
retary Pete Hegseth have
agreed to firm up a 10-year
framework to further

expand defence and strate- -

gic ties between India and
the US.

“Mr Hegseth and Mr
Singh agreed to sign the
next 10-year US-India
defence framework when
they next meet this year,”
the Pentagon said in a
statement on Wednesday, a
day after the defence min-
ister and the US defence
secretary held a phone
conversation.

In the phone conversa-
tion on Tuesday, Mr Singh
urged Mr Hegseth to expe-
dite the delivery of GE
F404 engines to power the
Tejas  Light Combat
Aircraft, people familiar
with the matter said. Mr
Singh also pitched for
early finalisation of a pro-
posed deal for joint pro-
duction of F414 jet
engines in India.
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Tamil Nadu governor R.N. Ravi ‘v;\lith defence minister
Rajnath Singh during a meeting on Thursday.

Following the conversa-
tion, the United States is
expected to deliver the
first batch of three
Apache AH-64E attack hel-
icopters for the Indian
Army by the middle of
this month, said sources.

The delivery of the
Apache attack helicopters
has been delayed by over a
year. The other three heli-
copters will be delivered
by the end of 2025, said
defence sources.

The Pentagon said the

— PTI

industrial co-operation
between the two coun-
tries. “Mr Hegseth empha-
sised the priority the
United States places on
India as its key defence
partner in South Asia,”
the Pentagon said.

It said the two leaders
reviewed the “consider-
able progress” both coun-
tries have made toward
achieving the defence
goals set out in the
February 2025 joint state-
ment by President Donald

two sides discussed pend- Trump and Prime
ing major US defence sales Minister Narendra Modi.
to India and the impera- “The two discussed

tive of close defence

pending major US defence

sales to India and the
imperative of close
defence industrial co-oper-
ation between the two
countries,” the Pentagon
readout said without pro-
viding further details.

In the phone conversa-
tion on Tuesday, Mr Singh
urged Mr Hegseth to expe-
dite the delivery of GE
F404 engines to power the
Tejas Light Combat
Aircraft, people familiar
with the matter said.

Mr Singh also pitched
for early finalisation of a
proposed deal between
Hindustan Aeronautics
Ltd (HAL) and US defence
major GE Aerospace for
joint production of F414
jet engines in India, they
said. The delay in the sup-
ply of F404 engines by GE
Aerospace has resulted in
HAL missing the deadline
to supply Tejas Mark 1A
aircraft to the Indian Air
Force. An Indian readout
on Tuesday said Singh and
Hegseth discussed a wide
canvas of issues ranging
from long-term co-opera-
tion in the defence sector.
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Indian, OZ sign pact to bolster undersea defence
surveillance

Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 04 Jul 2025
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AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JULY 3

In rapidly evolving battle-
space to boost undersea
surveillance, India and
Australia have launched
their first joint defence
project to improve the
early detection and track-
ing of submarines and
autonomous underwater
vehicles (underwater
drones).

The agreement outlines
a three-year joint
research project between
the Australian Defence

Science and Technology
Group’s (DSTG)
Information Sciences

*

Division, and its Indian
counterpart agency, the
Defence Research and
Development

Organisation’s Naval
Physical and
Oceanographic
Laboratory.

It will explore using
Towed Array Target
Motion Analysis to
improve the reliability,
efficiency and interoper-
ability of current surveil-
lance capabilities.

The joint project will
put novel algorithms to
the test, using the
strengths and shared
knowledge of 'the two
countries. : Y4
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India, Ghana look to boost ties in defence, food security
Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 04 Jul 2025

India and Ghana have elevated their ties to the level of comprehensive partnership, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Ghanaian President John Dramani Mahama resolving to expand the
bilateral ties in a range of areas, including defence, food security and pharmaceuticals.

In his media statement shortly after the talks with Mahama on Wednesday, Prime Minister Modi
said both sides have set a target of doubling the two-way trade in the next five years and that India
is not just a partner but a co-traveller in Ghana’s development journey. The delegation-level
meeting between the two leaders took place hours after Modi arrived in this capital city of the West
African country on the first leg of his five-nation tour.

In a special gesture, the Prime Minister was received at the airport by President Mahama and was
accorded a ceremonial welcome. It is the first prime ministerial visit from India to Ghana in three
decades. In their talks, the two leaders resolved to accelerate cooperation in key areas such as
defence cooperation, food security and pharmaceuticals, especially vaccines. Following the Modi-
Mahama talks, the two sides inked four pacts that will provide for cooperation in several areas,
including culture and traditional medicine.

“Today, the president and | have decided to elevate our bilateral partnership to a comprehensive
partnership,” Modi said, adding, “India is not just a partner but a co-traveller in Ghana’s journey of
nation-building.”

India and Ghana have elevated their ties to the level of comprehensive partnership, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and Ghanaian President John Dramani Mahama resolving to expand the
bilateral ties in a range of areas, including defence, food security and pharmaceuticals.

In his media statement shortly after the talks with Mahama on Wednesday, Prime Minister Modi
said both sides have set a target of doubling the two-way trade in the next five years and that India
is not just a partner but a co-traveller in Ghana’s development journey.

The delegation-level meeting between the two leaders took place hours after Modi arrived in this
capital city of the West African country on the first leg of his five-nation tour. In a special gesture,
the Prime Minister was received at the airport by President Mahama and was accorded a
ceremonial welcome. It is the first prime ministerial visit from India to Ghana in three decades.

In their talks, the two leaders resolved to accelerate cooperation in key areas such as defence
cooperation, food security and pharmaceuticals, especially vaccines. Following the Modi-Mahama
talks, the two sides inked four pacts that will provide for cooperation in several areas, including
culture and traditional medicine.

“Today, the president and | have decided to elevate our bilateral partnership to a comprehensive
partnership,” Modi said, adding, “India is not just a partner but a co-traveller in Ghana’s journey of
nation-building.” “In agriculture, it will be our pleasure to lend support towards President Mahama'’s
‘Feed Ghana’ programme,” Modi said.

“We’ve discussed cooperation in vaccine production,” he noted. Mahama said Ghana is keen to
sign formal agreements with India on defence cooperation, vaccine production and supply of
agricultural machinery. “Both countries will work to deepen economic and investment relations at a
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time that Ghana is undergoing economic restructuring due to the debt treatments we are
undergoing in the IMF programme,” he said.

Prime Minister Modi said both sides were unanimous that terrorism is the enemy of humanity and
that it was decided to further strengthen mutual cooperation in countering the menace. “We are
unanimous that terrorism is the enemy of humanity. We thank Ghana for its cooperation in our fight
against terrorism,” he said. “In this context, we have decided to further strengthen mutual
cooperation in counter-terrorism,” he said.

In the field of defence and security, we will move forward with the mantra of “security through
solidarity”, he added. India-Ghana cooperation will be enhanced in areas such as training of armed
forces, maritime security, defence supply and cyber security, he added. The prime minister also
highlighted the upswing in trade relations between the two countries.

“Indian companies have invested nearly two billion dollars in about 900 projects. Today, we have
set a target to double our mutual trade in the next five years,” he said. “In the field of FinTech, India
is ready to share its experience of UPI digital payments with Ghana,” he noted.

The prime minister also said that Indian companies will cooperate in the exploration and mining of
critical minerals. At a media briefing, Secretary (Economic Relations) in the External Affairs
Ministry Dammu Ravi said President Mahama pitched for cooperation in the areas of agriculture,
food security, pharmaceuticals, vaccines and defence.

“President Mahama is very clearly interested in creating Ghana a hub for vaccines, and some
development has already taken place in collaboration with the Global Vaccine Alliance and in that
context,” Ravi said. The senior diplomat said Ghana is also interested in boosting defence
cooperation with India.

“Here again there are concerns for Ghana in terms of security, terrorism from the northern region,
the Sahel region and the piracy in the seas are of concern,” he said. In his remarks, the prime
minister said both sides expressed serious concerns over the conflicts in West Asia and Europe
and called for finding solutions to the problems through dialogue and diplomacy.

“This is not the era of war; problems should be resolved through dialogue and diplomacy,” Modi
said. The two leaders also touched upon issues facing the Global South.

“We are both members of the Global South, and are fully committed to its priorities. We thank
Ghana for its positive participation in the Voice of Global South Summit,” Modi said.

“It is a matter of pride for India that the African Union got permanent membership of the G20 under
our G20 presidency,” he added. The bilateral relations between India and Ghana, one of the
fastest-growing economies in West Africa, are marked by a robust trade and investment
partnership.

India is among the top trading partners of Ghana and is the largest destination for Ghanaian
exports, driven largely by India’s import of gold. Ghana is undergoing a major economic
restructuring and PM Modi assured the country of all possible assistance in this regard.

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2025/business/india--ghana-look-to-boost-ties-in-defence--food-
security.html
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