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India Enters elite group with successful missile tech test

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 04 Feb 2026
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The Defence Research and Development -
Organisation successfully carried out the flight
demonstration of Solid Fuel Ducted Ramjet
technology from the Integrated Test Range,
Chandipur, off the coast of Odisha, on Tuesday .
The test was conducted at around 10.45 a.m.
According to the Ministry of Defence, with this
achievement, India has entered an elite group of
nations possessing SFDR technology, a critical
capability for the development of long-range
air-to-air missiles that significantly enhance
combat effectiveness and provide a decisive
tactical edge against adversaries. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh congratulated DRDO and
the Indian industry partners on the successfil
demonstration, describing it as a major milestone
in the country’s missile development programme.
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Adani, Italian firm link pact for military copters
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 04 Feb 2026

Italy-headquartered aviation  ana survewance by the Army  the Armyand 80torthe IAR The
major, Leonardo, and the Adani and the Indian Air Force. second tranche is for 76 marine
Defence and Aerospace today The Ministry of Defence has  helicopters — 51 for the Navy
announced a tie-up to make floated two separate require-  and 25 forthe Coast Guard. The
military helicopters in India. ments that would result n pro-  Adani fir said it was pitching in
They bid for two separate heli- curement of 275 helicopters. the ILeonardo’s advanced
copter requirements — one  One franche is for 200 light AW169M and AW109 TrekkerM
soughtby the Navy and anoth- ~ reconnaissance and surveilr  helicopters for the bids. —TNS

er sought for reconnaissance
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lance helicopters — 120 are for
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HAL out of race for India’s fifth-gen stealth fighter

Rahul Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) has been
knocked out of the race to develop
India’s fifth-generation stealth
fighter jet or the AMCA
(advanced medium combat air-
craft) programme, the first time
that the state-run aircraft maker
will not be involved in one of the
country’s most significant mili-
tary projects, officials aware of
the matter said on Tuesday.

Of the seven consortia of public
and private sector firms that bid
for the programme last year,
three have met the mandatory
criteria and progressed to the
next stage of the process involv-
ing the submission of cost bids for
building five AMCA prototypes
and one structural test specimen,

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 04 Feb 2026

A mock-up ofthe AMCA, India’s future stealth fighter jet. REUTERS

the officials added.

HAL bid for the programme
with two smaller firms that did
not meet the mandatory criteria,
HT has learnt. Apart from HAL,
those competing for the pro-
gramme included Tata Advanced
Systems Ltd, Adani Defence and

Aerospace, L&T with Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited, Goodluck India
along with BrahMos Aerospace
Thiruvananthapuram Ltd and
Axiscades Technologies, and Bha-
rat Forge Ltd in partnership with
BEML Ltd and Data Patterns.»p9
<ADANI, LEONARDO INK CHOPPER DEAL, P9

'NEW DELHI: Hindustan Aero-
nautics Limited (HAL) has been
knocked out of the race to
develop India’s fifth-generation
stealth fighter jet or the AMCA
(advanced medium combat

Baircraft) programme, the first
time that the state-run aircraft
maker will not be involved in
one of the country’s most signif-
icant military projects, officials
aware of the matter said on

8 Tuesday.

Of the seven consortia of pub-
lic and private sector firms that

» bid for the programme last year,
three have met the mandatory
criteria and progressed to the

ghext stage of the evaluation
process involving the submis-
sion of cost bids for building
five AMCA prototypes and one
structural test specimen, the
officials added, asking not to be
named.
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HAL bid for the programme
with two smaller firms that did
not meet the mandatory crite-
ria, HT has learnt. The names of
the three players that will be
issued requests for proposal for
submitting their cost bids were
not immediately known. The
contract is expected to be
awarded to the lowest bidder in
three months.

Apart from HAL, those com-
peting for the programme
included Tata Advanced Sys-
tems Limited, Adani Defence
and Aerospace, Larsen &
Toubro (L&T) with Bharat Elec-
tronics Limited (BEL), Goodluck
India along with BrahMos Aero-
space Thiruvananthapuram Ltd
and Axiscades Technologies,
and Bharat Forge Ltd in part-
nership with BEML Ltd and
Data Patterns.

The firms had responded to a
call for expressions of interest
(Eol) last June by the DRDO’s
Aeronautical Development
Agency (ADA) to shortlist com-
panies capable of building pro-
totypes, supporting flight test
and certification of the indige-
nous stealth fighter.

ADA invited Eol for the
AMCA programme weeks after
the defence ministry unveiled
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A mock-up of the AMCA,
India's future stealth fighter
jet,at AeroIndia 2025 in
Bengaluru.

REUTERS

its long-awaited plan to fast-
track the development of the
stealth fighter and announced
that the execution model will be
competitive and provide equal
opportunities to public and pri-
vate sector firms.

The approval of the industry
partnership model last year by
defence minister Rajnath Singh
came at a critical moment as
HAL, the sole manufacturer of
fighter jets in the country, was
until then believed to be the
frontrunner for the programme.

The seven entities were first
evaluated by a committee of
senior DRDO (Defence Research
and Development Organisation)
officials and its findings were
reviewed by a panel headed by
defence secretary Rajesh Kumar
Singh.

ADA is executing the pro-
gramme through industry part-
nership. The Eol laid down that
shortlisted firms must be capa-
ble of setting up a manufactur-
ing facility for the series pro-
duction of AMCA, and the dura-
tion of the contract for
development, prototyping, flight
test and certification should not
exceed eight years.

The first prototype is
expected to make its maiden
flight in 2029, and AMCA’s
development is likely to be com-
pleted by 2034 before it enters
production a year later, as pre-
viously reported by HT. -

Speeding up the AMCA pro-
gramme is critical as China has
already deployed the J-20 fifth-
generation fighters, is rolling
out the J-35 stealth fighters that
Pakistan is looking at buying,
and has tested two so-called
sixth-generation platforms des-
ignated J-36 and J-50.

*

In 2024, the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security approved the
AMCA’s design and prototype
development at a cost of around
%15,000 crore.

IAF’s modernisation map
envisages the deployment of
around 120 stealth fighters (six
squadrons) 2035 onwards, with
the advanced planes forming an
important element of future air
combat.

The first two squadrons will
consist of the Mk-1 version pow-
ered by the American F-414
engines, while the rest will have
the more advanced Mk-2 ver-
sion equipped with an even
more powerful engine to be
built in India with French col-
laboration.

The government is likely to
soon approve a joint project
involving French firm Safran
and India’'s Gas Turbine
Research Establishment
(GTRE), a lab under DRDO, to
develop and produce a 120-ki-
lonewton thrust class engine to
power AMCA. The Safran-
GTRE combine, HT learns, will
develop nine prototypes in a
time frame of 12 years, with
100% transfer of technology and
intellectual property rights to
India.

~The Eol for AMCA stated
that an applicant may be a sin-
gle company, joint venture or a
consortium. The qualifying
terms and conditions related to
the financial performance of
companies in the Eol issued by
ADA are such that it will be very
tricky for HAL to go it alone,
HAL chief DK Sunil said in an
interview to HT last year.

“There are clauses that have
loaded the dice against HAL.
The Eol says if a company's
order book is three times its
turnover, then it will get zero
marks. In HAL's case, it is
almost 8X. It means someone
who has fewer orders will get
more marks. I don’t know why
they have done this. Still, we
will go with some partnerships
and pursue the project,” Sunil
said at the time.

HAL officials, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, said
they were not aware of the mat-
ter.
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US deal to fast track military tech projects

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 04 Feb 2026

Ajay BANERJEE

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 3

The announcement of the
much-awaited trade deal
between India and the US
augurs well for the military
technology sector as several of
New Delhi’s ongoing military
projects hinge upon better ties
with Washington DC.

New Delhi is commercially
committed to US-origin sup-
plies of engines needed for
fighter jets. Since the India-US
relations soured last year, sup-
plies of engines for Tejas
Mark1A fighter jets have been
delayed. It also ignited fears of
the promised transfer of tech-
nology for engines to make the
next-generation fighter jet
Tejas Mark 2, not fructifying.

Both the projects are vital
as public sector plane maker

industan Aeronautics Lim-

SOURED RELATIONS HIT TEJAS PRODUCTION

The supply of engines for Tejas Mark1A have been delayed
since the India-US relations soured last year. It also ignited fears
of the promised transfer of technology for engines to make
the next-generation fighter jet, Tejas Mark 2, not fructifying

" produce more than 500 jets

using US-made engines.
India-US technology coop-
eration is at a crucial stage.
The US in June 2023 agreed
on technology transfer and a
joint venture to produce the
General Electric’'s F-414
aero-engine in collabora-
tion. The upcoming Tejas
Mark-2 fighter jet was

around the specifications of
the GE F-414 engine, the
first flight of the jet is slated
in early 2026.

In New Delhi, an uncertainty
existed as the transfer of tech-
nology from GE to HAL would
need anod from the US admin-
istration. The improved ties
could help, said a source.

A ToT on engine would

ted (HAL) is scheduled to
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India-US military-technolo-
gy partnership over the next
4-5 decades. Also India is
facing a delay in supplies of
contracted equipment of

the GE F404 engines need-

ed for the Tejas Markl-A
fighter jet. In July last year,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh asked his US coun-
terpart Pete Hegseth to fast-
track the delivery.

The delay in supplies of F404
engines has set back the deliv-
ery schedule of the jet. HAL is
producing 180 planes, for the
Indian Air Foree. Deliveries of
the plane were to start in
March 2024, and the engines
should have come before that
date, however, as off today, the
GE has been able to deliver
only six engines.

Prior to the trade deal
announcement, the US had
made two policy statements,
pressing for  expanded

*

planned and

designed

“defence and  military”
ties with India. In December,
the US administration, while
okaying the National Defence
Authorisation Act (INDAA),
spoke about ‘expanding
engagement’ with India in
2026, including through the
Quad. Also last month, the US
‘national security strategy’
mentioned the strategic role of
India in the US calculus for
vis China in the disputed
waters of the South China Sea.

The US-India military-tech-
nology relationship started
two decades when both
opened up to each other post
the Cold War. New Delhi has
been buying cutting-edge mil-
itary equipment — largely
planes and copters — and
from the US. However, co-
developing and co-manufac-
turing with the US, is a prom-
ise that remains unfulfilled. /

define the trajectory of
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