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DRDO, IAF success&ill' &ight-test in*igenous Ru* raM-ll air-
to-sur8ace , issile

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 03 Jun 2026

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and the Indian Air Force (IAF)
have successfully conducted flight-tests of the indigenous RudraM-Il air-to-surface missile
marking a significant milestone in India’s efforts to strengthen its precision strike capabilities and
advance self-reliance in defence technology.

According to the Defence Ministry the missile was test-fired from an airborne platform under
e8treme release conditions with the trials designed to validate the performance of all critical
subsystems and flight parameters. According to officials the missile successfully established the
intended tra'ectory after launch and accurately engaged a predefined target.

Fig: Defence Research & Development Organisation and the Indian Air Force conduct the
successful flight-tests of RudraM-II Air-to-Surface Missile from an airborne platform, on uesday
(June 2, 2028)

- inpoint accurac’

The missile demonstrated pinpoint accuracy during the tests successfully meeting all mission
ob'ectives. Data captured through a network of tracking and monitoring instruments deployed by
the Integrated Test Range (ITR) ( handipur confirmed the missile’s performance and the success
of the trials.

RudraM-IlI has been developed indigenously by Research ( entre Imarat (R( 1) ) yderabad the
nodal DRDO laboratory for the programme in collaboration with several other DRDO
establishments including Defence Research and Development Laboratory (DRDL) ) igh Energy
Materials Research Laboratory () EMRL) Armament Research , Development Establishment
(ARDE) and ITR.

The development programme also received significant support from Development-cum-- roduction
- artners (Dc- - s) along with agencies such as ) industan Aeronautics Limited () AL) Regional
( entre for Military Airworthiness (R( MA) Missile . ystem / uality Assurance Agency (M. / AA)
and a number of Indian defence industries.
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Defence Minister Ra'nath . ingh congratulated the DRDO the IAF Defence - ublic . ector
0 ndertakings (D- . 0s) industry partners and all stakeholders involved in the programme. ) e said
the successful tests reflect the growing maturity of indigenous defence technologies and represent
a ma'or step towards achieving Aatmanirbharta in advanced weapon systems.

The . ecretary Department of Defence R, D and ( hairman DRDO also commended the teams
associated with the pro'ect describing the successful trials as a notable achievement for India’s
missile development programme.

https Pvww.thehindu.comaewsaational2irdo-iaf-successfully-flight-test-indigenous-rudram-ii-air-
to-surface-missilerticle34567344.ece

IAF chie&in France, * e&nce , inistr' issues LoR to - aris &r
11. -let * eal

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 03 Jun 2026

IAF chief Air ( hief Marshal A - . ingh has reached France for a four-day visit to give a push to the
Rafale deal even as the defence ministry has issued a Letter of Re8uest (LOR) to the European
country for the procurement of 449 multirole 9.6-generation fighter 'ets in a deal estimated to be
worth around Rs 7.: 6 lakh crore.

During his visit the IAF chief will meet with senior officers in the French military and is also
e8pected to hold talks with e8ecutives of Rafale manufacturer Dassault Aviation and visit the
Dassault facility. ) e is also likely to meet with e8ecutives of missile manufacturer MBDA.

“The LoR was issued last week by the ac8uisition wing of the defence ministry to French officials =
a source told TOI. The LOR is a formal govt-to-govt document used to initiate ma'or defence
ac8uisitions under international frameworks.

- M Modi is e8pected to visit France around mid-June and the Rafale deal is e8pected to come up
in his talks. France is likely to reply to India’s LoR in two to three months. The final contract likely
by year-end will be signed after final price negotiations and ( ( . approval.

0 nder the proposed deal ?5-79 of the 449 'ets are planned to be manufactured in India through a
partnership between Dassault Aviation and an Indian firm. The remaining aircraft are e&pected to
be delivered in fly-away condition.

https 2imesofindia.indiatimes.com2lefence2af-chief-in-france-def-min-issues-lor-to-paris-for-449-
'et-dealarticleshow2t74937646.cms
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Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 03 Jun 2026
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INS Su* arshini conclu* es port call at Antigua

Source: ress Information Bureau, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

IN. . udarshini departed Antigua on 74 May : 5: A after concluding a four-day port call that marked
an important milestone in IndiaB maritime outreach and engagement with ( aribbean nations under
the ongoing Lokayan : A e8pedition. The visit enhanced maritime cooperation between India and
Antigua.

During the visit the ship hosted several dignitaries including ) .E. Mr Caston Browne ) on’ble
- rime Minister of Antigua and Barbuda. The ( ommanding Officer also called on Brigadier Telbert
Ben'amin ( hief of Defence . taff of the Antigua and Barbuda Defence Force (ABDF). - rofessional
e&changes strengthened linkages between the two maritime forces. The ship was opened for
visitors providing them an opportunity to e8perience the uni8ue heritage and sail-training traditions
of the Indian Navy.

The visit underscored IndiaB commitment to fostering enduring maritime partnerships and
promoting goodwill in line with the vision of MA) A. ACAR and Dasudhaiva Eutumbkam- The
F orld is One Family. The ship now proceeds to the 0 nited . tates to participate in the International
Naval Review and . AlIL : 65 celebrations commemorating the : 65th anniversary of American
Independence.

https Bvww.pib.gov.in2 ressRelease- age.asp&8G RIDH: : Al 4: ?, regH7, langH4
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1nion Minister Dr 2iten*ra Singh, 3huringia Minister-
- resi*ent Mario Voigt Discuss 4 uantu, Co, , unication,
- hotonics an* In* ustr’ -Le* Deep-3ech - artnership

Source: ress Information Bureau, Dt. 02 Jun 2026

India and Cermany today e8plored a future-oriented partnership in 8uantum communication
photonics 8uantum satellite communication space technologies and deep-tech innovation when
Mario Doigt Minister-- resident of the Free . tate of Thuringia Cermany currently on India visit
called on O nion Minister of . tate (Independent ( harge) for . cience, Technology Earth . ciences
and Minister of . tate for - MO - ersonnel - ublic Crievances - ensions Atomic Energy and
. pace Dr Jitendra . ingh.

The meeting brought together representatives from government research institutions and industry
from both sides to identify pathways for connecting innovation ecosystems and accelerating
collaboration in frontier technologies.

The meeting was attended by Ra'esh . . Cokhale . ecretary Department of . cience , Technology
Dr N. Ealaiselvi . ecretary Department of . cientific and Industrial Research and Director Ceneral
( . IR along with senior officials from the Department of . cience , Technology Department of
. pace DRDO and other scientific institutions. The Cerman delegation was led by Mario Doigtand
included ( hristiane Eilian Member of the E&ecutive Board Foundation for Technology Innovation
and Research Thuringia besides representatives from government research organisations
industry and technology institutions.

F elcoming the delegation Dr Jitendra . ingh said India and Cermany share a strong partnership
rooted in science technology innovation and people-to-people ties. Recalling the celebration of 65
years of India-Cermany . cience and Technology ( ooperation in :5:9 he said scientific
collaboration has emerged as one of the strongest pillars of bilateral engagement and continues to
create new opportunities in frontier areas of research innovation and industrial development.

Recognising ThuringiaB emergence as a ma'or European hub for photonics optics 8uantum
technologies and advanced manufacturing both sides e&plored opportunities for long-term
institutional partnerships in frontier technologies. The discussions focused on leveraging the
complementary strengths of India and Cermany and promoting deeper engagement among
governments scientific institutions startups and industry to accelerate the translation of research
into globally competitive technologies products and innovation-driven enterprises.

Dr Jitendra . ingh highlighted the ma'or initiatives undertaken under the leadership of - rime
Minister . hri Narendra Modi to strengthen IndiaB research and innovation ecosystem. Referring to
the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) and other measures aimed at promoting
industry-linked research and innovation he said India is increasingly creating platforms that
connect academia research institutions startups and industry enabling scientific knowledge to be
translated into practical solutions and economic value.
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The Minister said that India today hosts the worldB third-largest startup ecosystem and offers
significant opportunities for international collaboration across biotechnology healthcare water
technologies artificial intelligence clean energy semiconductors advanced manufacturing and
space technologies. ) e said IndiaB innovation landscape is increasingly driven by collaboration
between public institutions industry and entrepreneurs creating new opportunities for global
technology partnerships.

Fig: A high-level delegation led by Mario ( oigt, Minister-) resident of the Free State of huringia,
Germany calling on Union Minister Dr, Jitendra Singh at - artvaya . hawan, 0 ew Delhi,

A ma'or focus of the meeting was cooperation in 8uantum technologies and photonics areas
identified by both sides as critical to future technological competitiveness. - articular attention was
given to opportunities in 8uantum communication 8uantum satellite communication optical ground
stations 8uantum networks and advanced photonics technologies where India and Thuringia
possess complementary strengths and capabilities.
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The Cerman side shared details of ongoing European initiatives relating to 8uantum
communication infrastructure and optical communication systems including developments under
the EuroOC. network which seeks to advance standardisation and interoperability in optical
ground station technologies. Discussions also covered possibilities for scientific engagement
e&change of e&pertise and future collaboration involving research institutions technology
organisations and innovation ecosystems from both sides.

The discussions reflected the growing strategic importance being attached globally to 8uantum
technologies and the increasing need for international collaboration in the field. Dr Jitendra . ingh
shared the progress achieved under IndiaB National / uantum Mission including advances in
secure 8uantum communication and related technologies. Both sides e8changed perspectives on
emerging developments in 8uantum computing 8uantum communication and associated
infrastructure and recognised the potential for deeper cooperation in research standards
development talent e8&change and technology partnerships.

Dr Jitendra . ingh also highlighted IndiaB e&panding portfolio of mission-mode programmes in
frontier technologies including the National / uantum Mission IndiaAl Mission National Creen
) ydrogen Mission and biotechnology initiatives. ) e said these programmes are creating new
opportunities for collaborative research innovation-led growth and technology partnerships.

In the conte&t of future technology partnerships discussions also touched upon opportunities for
mission-oriented collaboration in photonics and allied frontier technologies drawing upon the
complementary strengths of India and Cermany in optics photonics 8uantum technologies and
innovation-driven manufacturing.

The meeting also deliberated on strengthening cooperation in the space sector building upon the
long-standing partnership between the Indian . pace Research Organisation (. RO) and the
Cerman Aerospace ( entre (DLR). Dr Jitendra . ingh highlighted IndiaB growing space capabilities
recent policy reforms encouraging private participation and international collaboration and the
increasing contribution of startups to the countryB e8panding space economy.

The Minister noted that India has successfully launched eleven Cerman satellites through Indian
launch vehicles and reiterated IndiaB commitment to e8panding international cooperation in space
research technology development and commercial applications. The two sides discussed potential
collaboration in satellite communications optical communications human spaceflight microgravity
research Earth observation drone technologies and future e8ploration missions.

Recognising that future technological leadership will increasingly depend on stronger partnerships
between governments research institutions and industry both sides discussed collaborative
frameworks bringing together public institutions universities scientific laboratories startups and
private enterprises. The discussions emphasised the importance of translating research outcomes
into deployable technologies scalable products and globally competitive deep-tech enterprises.

Dr Jitendra . ingh said IndiaB scientific progress is increasingly being driven by integrated
partnerships involving academia research laboratories startups and industry. ) e added that India
welcomes collaborations that facilitate the e&change of researchers innovators entrepreneurs and
doctoral scholars while creating pathways for 'oint technology development industrial innovation
and commercialisation.

The Minister also highlighted the contribution of the Indo-Cerman . cience and Technology ( entre
(IC. T( ) and other bilateral mechanisms that have supported industry-oriented research pro'ects
innovation partnerships and researcher e&change programmes over the years. ) e said the ne&
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phase of India-Cermany scientific cooperation offers significant opportunities in 8uantum

technologies photonics artificial intelligence advanced manufacturing space technologies and
deep-tech entrepreneurship.

The two sides e&pressed confidence that closer engagement among governments scientific
institutions industries and startups would further strengthen the India-Cermany strategic

partnership and create new opportunities for innovation-led growth technological advancement
and solutions to global challenges.

https 2vww.pib.gov.in2 ressRelease- age.asp&G RIDH: : A3l | : , reqgH7, langH4
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