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 ‘Renewed interest in space augurs well for students’ 
A star-studded Founder’s Day celebration at Thiagarajar College of Engineering 

Madurai: The renewed interest in space activities across the world had created more job 

opportunities for engineering students, said S. Nambi Narayanan, former Director, Cryogenics 

Division, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), at the Founder’s Day celebration held at 

Thiagarajar College of Engineering on Monday. 

Mr. Narayanan, an alumnus of the college, said his alma mater and professors influenced him to 

work on Liquid Propulsion System (LPS), currently used in Chandrayaan-2. 

It was a star-studded event, as illustrious alumni of the college, including N. Vedachalam, former 

Director, Liquid Propulsion System Centre, ISRO, and A. Sivathanu Pillai, former Managing Director, 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and Chief of BrahMos Aerospace, also 

took part in the event. They spoke on the achievements of founder Karumuttu Thiagarajan Chettiar 

and his consistent drive to learn. 

“The ambitious Chandrayaan-2 is a fully indigenous mission of the country. For achieving this, we 

did not go to any global institution. We all studied at this college only,” said Mr. Vedachalam. He also 

urged the college faculty members to devote considerable time for advancements in research activities. 

$5 trillion economy 

Mr. Sivathanu Pillai said that through technological advancements and innovation, India could 

achieve the target of becoming a $5 trillion economy. 

He urged the students to ‘think big’ and contribute towards advancements in space research. 

College chairman Karumuttu T. Kannan asked the students to work hard like the alumni of the 

institution who had significantly contributed to the national space missions. Earlier, V. Abhai Kumar, 

Principal, welcomed the gathering. 

A total of 208 students received scholarships worth ₹31.38 lakh from the alumni corpus. 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/renewed-interest-in-space-augurs-well-for-

students/article28753834.ece 
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APJ Abdul Kalam inspired us to work  

on moonlanding mission: Chandrayaan-1  

project director Annadurai 
A star-studded Founder’s Day celebration at Thiagarajar College of Engineering 

The son of a boatman from Tamil Nadu's Rameswaram, Avul Pakir Jainulabdeen Abdul Kalam as 

President of India inspired Isro to work on a mission to land on Moon. A bright student, his interest in 

flying made him earn a degree in aeronautical engineering from the Madras Institute of Technology. In 

1958, he joined DRDO. 

He soon moved to Isro where he was project director of SLV-III, India's first indigenously designed 

and produced satellite launch vehicle. After rejoining DRDO in 1982, Kalam worked on a programme 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Madurai/renewed-interest-in-space-augurs-well-for-students/article28753834.ece
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that produced a number of successful missiles, which helped earned him the nickname 'Missile Man' . 

Later, he was appointed the President of India from 2002 to 2007.  

"When we had met Kalam during a seminar in Udaipur in 2004 to discuss a lunar mission aimed at 

orbiting Moon (much before Chandrayaan-1 launch), Kalam had suggested, 'why not land on Moon!' , 

" M Annadurai, the then project director of Chandrayaan1, told TOI. In 2009, the former President, 

while addressing a gathering of Nasa and Isro scientists in California, suggested that two space 

organisations must deploy a robotic arm to bring back rock samples from Moon to Earth as this would 

help expand the probe about the presence of water on Moon. 

"Kalam was talking about the Chandrayaan-3 programme, much before it was conceptualised. 

However, Isro will work on Chandrayaan-3 only after the completion of the ongoing Chandrayaan-2 

mission, " Annadurai told TOI. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/apj-abdul-kalam-inspired-us-to-work-on-moonlanding-

mission-chandrayaan-1-project-director-annadurai/articleshow/70442084.cms 
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