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Thu, 25 July 2019 

Armed Forces and DRDO to hold joint  

exercise on July 25-26 to take stock  

of India's military preparedness 
IndSpaceEx will take stock of the military space assets of the United  

States, Russia and China, and deliberate over how to plug the gap 

By Shreya Dhoundial 

New Delhi:  As India commemorates 20 years of the Kargil war, it is also preparing for wars of the 

future, wars that will be fought as much in space as on earth. 

The country's armed forces, along with Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

and other stakeholders, will conduct IndSpaceEx on July 25-26. The exercise will access threats in 

space from a military perspective and India's current capability in space. DRDO will be the accessing 

agency for the exercise. 

IndSpaceEx will take stock of the military space assets 

of the United States, Russia and China, and deliberate over 

how to plug the gap. The two-day exercise will also 

include think tanks like ORF and academics from IIT 

Mumbai. 

The exercise comes five months after the successful 

testing of an anti-satellite (A-Sat) interceptor missile that 

destroyed a low-earth orbit satellite. 

In a specially televised announcement in March, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi had announced that India became only the fourth country after the US, the 

USSR and China to have used such a weapon. 

Declaring "Mission Shakti" a success, Modi had said that India's action was not directed against any 

country. "I assure the international community that our capability won't be used against anyone but is 

purely India's defence initiative for its security. We are against an arms race in space," he had said. 

But experts says IndSpaceEx is also an attempt to counter the growing influence of China in the 

space domain. Beijing poses a major threat to India's security interest. 

As India celebrates 20 years of the Kargil war, there is a realisation that the next war India fights 

will include anti-satellite weapons and direct energy weapons. "These will be wars that you fight as a 

nation with integrated capabilities. Space will be a big part of it," said a source in the Ministry of 

Defence. 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/armed-forces-and-drdo-to-hold-joint-exercise-on-july-25-26-to-

take-stock-of-indias-military-preparedness-2244769.html 
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India set to conduct first space war exercise  

to assess threats in expanse beyond earth 
New Delhi:In a bid to assess threats in expanse beyond Earth, Indian armed forces will conduct the 

country's first space war drill this week. One of the motives of this space warfare exercise is to draft a 

joint space doctrine for future battles in outer space. The development comes in the backdrop of 

China's continuing efforts to enhance its space and counter-space capabilities. 

A two-day "IndSpaceEx" programme will be held by the tri-Service integrated defence staff under 

the Ministry of Defence on July 25 and 26. In the form of the Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO), India has had an expansive civilian space programme, however, the country is yet to 

capitalize space mainly for surveillance, intelligence and communication for armed forces. India's A-

SAT mission planned in a way that debris will decay soon: DRDO Chief. 

The armed forces started planning for a space warfare exercise after India in March this year 

successfully tested an anti-satellite (A-Sat) interceptor missile, which destroyed the 740-kg Microsat-R 

satellite, at an altitude of 283-km in the low Earth orbit, in a "hit-to-kill mode". "PM Narendra Modi 

said the A-Sat test in March was conducted to make India stronger and more secure. IndSpaceEx is 

being conducted to identify key challenges and shortfalls if a conflict escalates to space dimension," an 

official was quoted by TOI as saying. NASA Calls India's A-SAT Test 'Terrible Thing'. 

China has been developing A-Sat weapons. According to officials, India has no option but 

to develop deterrence capabilities to protect its assets in outer-space. "There is a need to explore 

effective tactical, operational and strategic exploitation of the final frontier of warfare. We can't keep 

twiddling our thumbs while China zooms ahead," another official said. 

https://www.latestly.com/india/news/india-set-to-conduct-first-space-war-exercise-to-assess-threats-

in-expanse-beyond-earth-1039717.html 
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Rajnath Singh to decide on Rs 10,000  

crore worth defence deals in August 
 Highlights: 

 The Defence Acquisition Council is the highest decision-making body in the defence ministry 

 During the DAC meeting, the Defence Minister will also take a call on the proposed procurement 

of two electronic warfare systems 

In his maiden Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) meeting, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is 

scheduled to decide on acquisition of weapon systems worth around Rs 10,000 crore including 

choppers and electronic warfare systems. 

The first defence acquisition council meeting to be chaired by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh is 

scheduled to take place in August first week in the south block. This is also the first time that the DAC 

would be meeting after the Narendra Modi government returned to power. 

"At present, the Defence Minister is scheduled to decide on a case related to the acquisition of 14 

medium-lift choppers for the Indian Coast Guard which are likely to cost more than Rs 7,000 crore," 

government sources told ANI. 

The case is for the acquisition of 14 choppers and a tender is planned to be issued to multiple 

vendors from Europe, America and Russia for supplying these helicopters, they said. 

The case was processed earlier also but had to be scrapped by the Defence Ministry due to certain 

discrepancies in it. A European vendor had been selected as the lowest bidder over an American firm 

in the previous process. 

The Defence Acquisition Council is the highest decision-making body in the defence ministry for 

deciding on new policies and capital acquisitions for the three services and the Indian Coast Guard. 

The DAC also gives final clearance for projects worth upto Rs 2,000 crore. 




