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Defence sources told ANI that: "The draft contract of the deal has been readied by the HAL and the 
cost of the deal has now come down to around Rs 40,000 crore. This is Rs 10,000 crore less than the 
Acceptance of Necessity given by the Defence Ministry in 2016.” 

Negotiations for the procurement of the 83 LCA have been going on since 2017. The IAF had 
issued a single-vendor tender to the HAL for the same in 2017, but the deal hasn’t been closed due to 
issues over the price. 

Crossed fingers :: 
This is the biggest contract for HAL ever by the defence forces. The Defence Ministry is looking 

forward to closing the deal during the Defexpo-2019, which is to be held in Union Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh’s constituency, Lucknow, in February 2020. 

The deal offered in the LCA Mark-1A had not been able to be sealed due to issues over the price. 
The former Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had formed a committee to investigate and 
negotiate into the matter. Numerous meetings have been held between HAL and the Defence 
Ministry’s finance wing since then, and the contract is now in the final stage, just waiting to be inked 
by the two parties. 

Features of the LCA :: 
The new LCA will have improved serviceability, faster weapon-loading time, enhanced 

survivability, a better electronic warfare suite and Active Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) radar 
that will enhance it’s capability significantly. 

Tejas LCA had been cleared and provided the Final Operational Clearance (FOC) by the Centre for 
Military Airworthiness and Certification (CEMILAC) earlier this year in Bengaluru during Aero India. 
The CEMILAC had given a thumbs up to the aircraft’s capabilities including the ‘beyond visual range’ 
air-to-air and air-to-ground attack capabilities. The aircraft was also deemed to have longer endurance 
because it can refuel mid-air. 

The IAF had inked a contract for 40 Tejas LCAs with the HAL previously. As many as 18 LCAs 
have been delivered to the IAF so far from the previous deal and a squadron has been formed in Tamil 
Nadu’s Sulur town. The 45 total squadrons have participated in various exercises and demonstrations 
to exhibit its capabilities to the world. 

Critics say… 
Critics say that the Indian Air Force should drop its plan to make more Tejas Mark-2s and focus on 

AMCA fighter jets. The Tejas AF Mark 2 MWF is an enhanced version of the Tejas Light Combat 
Aircraft (LCA) and the purchase of these aircraft are called ‘a bad bet’. As published in a reputable 
news website, the fourth generation Medium Weight Fighter (MWF) is a bad bet as it will probably be 
ready by the end of next decade. China has already procured two fifth-generation fighter jets, which it 
can sell to Pakistan. 
https://www.defencenews.in/article/IAF-And-Defence-Ministry-Bargain-On-83-LCA-Deal,-Bring-
Down-Cost-By-Over-Rs-10,000-Crores-808451 
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Thu, 19 Dec 2019 

India, US hold 2+2 dialogue to boost strategic ties 
According to top diplomats in New Delhi and Washington, there are no arms  
deals on the table at the 2+2 meeting as the two sides have decided to keep the  

hardware relationship separate from bilateral political ties 
By Shishir Gupta 

New Delhi: India and the US are set to deepen their strategic relationship with the Pentagon in 
favour of increased engagement between the Tampa-based Central Command and South Block, 
besides ongoing cooperation with the Hawaii-based Indo-Pacific Command. 

The Central Command’s area of responsibility includes West Asia, Central Asia, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. 

India’s defence minister Rajnath Singh and external affairs minister S Jaishankar met their US 
counterparts Mark Esper and Mike Pompeo for the 2+2 ministerial dialogue on Wednesday, with both 
sides exchanging notes on developments in West Asia, the Af-Pak region, and the growing shadow of 
China over the Indo-Pacific. 

While Jaishankar is expected to take questions from the US Congress over the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, or CAA, when he visits Capitol Hill, he is prepared to walk the Congress through 
community-specific citizenship laws by Washington in the past. The nullification in August of Articles 
370 and 35A — which granted special status and privileges to Jammu & Kashmir — and the purchase 
of Russian arms with a historical legacy are not listed in the agenda. 

The two Indian ministers are also not expected to meet President Donald Trump even as India-US 
trade issues are being separately handled by commerce minister Piyush Goyal and US trade 
representative Robert Lighthizer. 

According to top diplomats in New Delhi and Washington, there are no arms deals on the table at 
the 2+2 meeting as the two sides have decided to keep the hardware relationship separate from 
bilateral political ties. 

The India-US relationship is currently at a level where any global event can come up for candid 
exchange of assessments, people familiar with developments said. 

The US decision of engaging the Taliban for stabilising Afghanistan was expected to figure in 
discussions as India is wary of the Sunni fundamentalist group with umbilical links to the deep state in 
Pakistan. 

Beijing’s beefing up of the Peoples’ Liberation Army (PLA) Navy, with two aircraft carriers and 
nuclear submarines, and its impact on the Indo-Pacific, is also a matter of concern for both countries. 

Terrorism emanating from the Af-Pak region with the so-called Islamic State-Khorasan threatening 
the Durand Line and Pakistan’s continued support to terror groups targeting India is also expected to 
figure prominently in the agenda, with both sides keen that perpetrators of the 2008 Mumbai attacks 
and the Pulwama attack be brought to justice in Pakistan. 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-us-hold-2-2-dialogue-to-boost-strategic-ties/story-
vUHEfKSmVErI66TLrR5F1O.html 
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