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Sun, 12 Jan 2020 

Naval version of Tejas LCA lands  
on INS Vikramaditya for first time 

The carrier which is currently deployed in the Arabian Sea has the naval  
version of the MiG 29 on board. The carrier has a capacity for 30 aircraft 

By Rahul Singh 
New Delhi: A prototype of the naval version of the light combat aircraft landed and took off from 

the country’s sole aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya on Saturday in a significant step towards India 
developing its own deck-based fighters, two senior officials said. 

The carrier which is currently deployed in the 
Arabian Sea has the naval version of the MiG 29 on 
board. The carrier has a capacity for 30 aircraft. 

Last September, the naval version of the LCA 
successfully executed its first-ever arrested landing at 
a shore-based test facility in Goa. 

It is the naval version of the locally built Tejas 
fighter aircraft that the Indian Air Force is inducting. 

“With this feat, the indigenously developed niche 
technologies specific to deck-based fighter operations have been proven, which will now pave the way 
to develop and manufacture the Twin Engine Deck Based Fighter for the #IndianNavy,” the Indian 
Navy tweeted. 

India has a requirement for 57 deck based fighters for its carrier operations. 
“After completing extensive trials on the Shore Based Test Facility, DRDO, ADA developed LCA 

Navy did an arrested landing on INS Vikramaditya succesfully today 11 jan 2020 at 10:02 hours. 
Commodore Jaideep Maolankar did the maiden landing,” the Defence Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) tweeted. 

Defence minister Rajnath Singh congratulated the DRDO and the Indian Navy after Saturday’s 
successful test. 

“Extremely happy to learn of the maiden landing of DRDO developed LCA Navy on INS 
Vikramaditya. This successful landing is a great event in the history of Indian Fighter aircraft 
development programme. Congratulations to Team @DRDO_India & @indiannavy for this 
achievement,” Singh tweeted. 
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/naval-version-of-tejas-lca-lands-on-ins-vikramaditya-for-
first-time/story-TaH3Sl23N3ZOesxRirXjIL.html 
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Sat, 11 Jan 2020 

HAL needs new orders to keep  
production going after 2021-22 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is betting on the Indian Air Force (IAF) to  
place a multi-billion dollar order for an advanced version of the indigenously produced  

Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), Tejas, before the financial year ends, said an official 
By Rahul Singh 

New Delhi: State-run aircraft maker Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) needs fresh orders for 
fighter jets, trainers and helicopters fast to prevent a complete halt of production at its facilities, two 
senior government officials said, asking not to be named. 

HAL’s order books are empty beyond 2021-22 and new orders from the armed forces are critical 
for continuity in production, the government has told Parliament’s standing committee on defence. 

The company is betting on the Indian Air Force (IAF) to place a multi-billion dollar order for an 
advanced version of the indigenously produced Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), Tejas, before the 
financial year ends, said one of the two officials cited above. The air force plans to buy 83 LCA Mk-
1A jets, taking the total number of Tejas variants ordered to 123. 

Another order that HAL is eyeing is the supply of 70 locally produced basic trainers to the IAF. If it 
gets the order for the Hindustan Turbo Trainer-40 (HTT-40), HAL could begin production of the 
trainers by early 2021, the second official said. 

As part of its existing orders, HAL has to supply 24 LCA jets and a few Sukhoi-30s to the IAF. 
“HAL’s production over last several years has been growing with highest turnover of ~19,705 crore 

recorded in the financial year 2018-19. However, the major part of existing orders for supply of 
aircraft and helicopters will be liquidated shortly with the major manufacturing order of Su-30MKI 
being completed in 2019-20,” the defence ministry told the standing committee on defence last month. 

The ministry stressed that production would be hit for want of new orders. “Considering 
production/procurement lead time of 18 to 24 months involved in the manufacture of 
aircraft/helicopters, the existing facilities at HAL face the threat of idling and production will show a 
declining trend for want of confirmed orders.” 

In a report tabled in Parliament last month, the committee said “all-out steps” should be taken to 
ensure that the “order book position” of defence public sector units improves in the coming years and 
the ministry should extend full cooperation to achieve that. 

“As the production in the DPSUs [defence public sector units] is majorly contingent upon the 
operational needs of the armed forces, the committee recommends that timely intimation and 
placement of orders by the services, along with necessary financial support from the defence ministry 
wherever necessitated, must be provided to the DPSUs to arrest the decline in their production,” the 
panel said in its report. 

HAL is the only plane maker in the country and it is in everyone’s interest that it stays in good 
health, said Air Vice Marshal Manmohan Bahadur (retd), additional director general, Centre for Air 
Power Studies. 

“The ball is still in HAL’s court. A prototype of the Tejas Mk-1A is yet to fly. Only then can the 
IAF place an order,” Bahadur said. 

The 40 LCAs already ordered by the IAF, of which 16 have been delivered, are in the initial 
operational clearance (IOC) and the more advanced final operational clearance (FOC) configurations. 
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Sat, 11 Jan 2020 

Government appoints 2 joint  
secretaries, 13 deputies to assist CDS 

In the last few days, CDS General Bipin Rawat held series of meetings with important  
functionaries of the defence ministry and the three services exploring ways to bring  

in inter-service synergy and jointness in a time bound manner 
New Delhi: The newly-created department of military affairs, headed by the chief of defence staff 

(CDS), will be staffed with two joint secretaries, 13 deputy secretaries and 25 under secretaries, a 
government official said on condition of anonymity, adding that the officers would be a mix of 
civilians and uniformed personnel. 

The new department, under CDS General Bipin Rawat, is an addition to the four existing verticals 
in the defence ministry: the departments of defence, defence production, defence research and 
development, and ex-service welfare. As CDS, Rawat is the principal military adviser to the defence 
minister on all matters related to the tri-services.  

He took over as the country’s first CDS on December 31. 
In his first official directive after taking over as CDS, Rawat last week asked top officials of 

Headquarters Integrated Defence Staff to prepare a proposal to create an Air Defence command to 
enhance military synergy and optimally utilise the resources of the armed forces. Rawat has set a June 
30 deadline for the proposal to be submitted. 

In the last few days, he held series of meetings with important functionaries of the defence ministry 
and the three services exploring ways to bring in inter-service synergy and jointness in a time bound 
manner.  

The government expects the CDS to bring about jointness among the three services within three 
years.  

He is expected to prepare an annual report for the defence minister on achievements in improving 
jointness. 

One of the key objectives behind so-called jointmanship is the setting up of joint or theatre 
commands for the best use of military resources to fight future battles. While the army and the navy 
have been open to the idea, the Indian Air Force has concerns about theaterisation. 

The new department will also work towards promoting the use of indigenous equipment by the 
services at a time when the armed forces are heavily dependent on imported military hardware.  

“The creation of the new posts is a step towards achieving the ultimate goal of bringing in tri-
services synergy. The department needs to have officers who understand cross-service issues and are 
well versed in government procedures,” said Lieutenant General Satish Dua (retd), a leading expert on 
issues related to the tri-services.  
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/government-appoints-2-joint-secretaries-13-deputies-to-
assist-cds/story-4dLL2tXJR7LmsbrLOG9lzO.html 
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Sun, 12 Jan 2020 

Big boost to Army units in west; six Apache attack 
choppers to be deployed on Pakistan border 

Indian Army units stationed at Pakistan border will get a big boost as  
six Apache attack choppers will be deployed at the border to help them 

      Key Highlights 
• Six Apache attack helicopters will be deployed at the Pakistan border to help Army personnel 

stationed there 
• Earlier in the day, Army chief General Manoj Mukund Naravane asserted that Indian Army is 

ready to take back PoK 
New Delhi: Army Chief General Manoj Mukund Naravane on Saturday announced that six Army 

Apache attack helicopters would be deployed on the Pakistan borders to help the Indian security forces 
personnel stationed there. The Army chief further said that the choppers would be deployed at 
locations where there is a threat of armoured columns. 

While speaking to media, General Naravane said, "Six Army Apache attack choppers would be 
given to an Army unit on the western borders from where there is a greater threat from armoured 
columns." 

Explaining why the rebalancing of deployment of the forces and weapons is being carried out, the 
Army chief said that the Indian Army is more than ready to take back Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 
(PoK). 

"If Parliament wants that area should be taken, we will definitely do so and action will be taken 
accordingly," added Army chief General Manoj Mukund Naravane. 

Shifting focus to the border issues with China, General Naravane said that India's priority is to 
maintain peace and calm on the border. He, however, acknowledged that there are threats from both 
sides. 

"We have to balance our requirement. On the northern border we are going in for capacity building, 
roads, habitats, storage for weapons by moving advanced weapons towards the eastern side," he said 
about the China border. 

Talking about his recent visit to Siachen, the Army chief said, "As far as land borders are concerned 
this is where (Siachen) the two countries -- (China and Pakistan) are the closest. So the chance for 
collusivity is the most. Here and in Shaksgam valley." 

Earlier in October last year, the then Army chief and now Chief of Defence Staff Bipin Rawat had 
stressed that PoK is an Indian territory illegally occupied by Pakistan. "The territory is not controlled 
by the Pakistani establishment, it is controlled by terrorists. Pakistan administered Kashmir is actually 
a terrorist-controlled country or a terrorist-controlled part of Pakistan," Rawat had said. 
https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/big-boost-to-army-units-in-west-six-apache-attack-
choppers-to-be-deployed-on-pakistan-border/538785 
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