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अሿ㾌��-5 कᔾ� पर぀
्䵌ण सफल, 5000 कᔿकᔾल�म⹀�टर぀ तकᔾ कᔾर぀�गᝀ� म⹀�र぀
Source: Jansatta, Dt. 21 Aug 2025

*
 India successfully test-fires Agni-5 ballistic missile 

Source: The Hindu, Dt. 21 Aug 2025

India  on  Wednesday  (August  20,  2025)  successfully  test-fired  its  intermediate-range  ballistic 

missile Agni-5 from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur, Odisha.

In a statement, the Ministry of Defence said the launch validated all  operational and technical 

parameters and was conducted under the aegis of the Strategic Forces Command.
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“The  intermediate-range  ballistic  missile  Agni-5  was  successfully  test-fired  from Chandipur  on 

August 20. The launch validated all operational and technical parameters,” the Ministry said.

The  missile  tested  on  Wednesday  was  a  variant  of  Agni-5,  India’s  indigenously  developed 

intercontinental  ballistic  missile  (ICBM)  with  a  range  of  5,000  km.  Designed  by  the  Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO), the system has been developed keeping in 

view the country’s long-term security requirements.

The previous trial  of  Agni-5 was conducted on March 11, 2024, when the DRDO successfully 

tested  the  missile  equipped  with  Multiple  Independently  Targetable  Re-entry  Vehicle  (MIRV) 

technology, allowing it to strike multiple targets with a single launch.

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/india-successfully-test-fires-agni-5-ballistic-missile-

from-odisha/article69956842.ece

*

भⴾ�र぀त �� 62,000 कᔾर぀�डℼ रぁपय⽇� कᔾ�  त�जस म⹀�कᔾ�  स�द♇� कᔾ� हर぀
 झᴂ"ड⅀
 द♇
  
Source: Punjab Kesari, Dt. 21 Aug 2025
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आय⽇र぀� ड⅀�म⹀ स%द♇्䵦�� च्䵅 म⹀) म⹀द♇द♇ द♇�गᝀ� रあस  
Source: Punjab Kesari, Dt. 21 Aug 2025

*

India must keep tight vigil along LAC: Army officials

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 21 Aug 2025

India will militarily have to be extremely alert on the ground if long-drawn de-escalation process 

with China kicks off in the coming months amid the ongoing Sino -Indian detente, against the 

backdrop of PLA having the requisite infrastructure in place to return swiftly to forward locations 

along the frontier.

"The way China has built roads, bridges, tunnels and habitats along the entire LAC, from eastern 

Ladakh to Arunachal, over the last five years, PLA troops can easily afford to pull back 100-150km 

and then come back again in 2-3 hours," a senior Army officer told TOI. Many PLA arms brigades 

still remain forward deployed our forces cannot. This huge time differential in mobilisation between 

the rival forces will have to be factored in during any de-escalation talks,a senior Army officer said.

To be sure, India and China have as yet only decided to “discuss de-escalation, beginning with the 

principles and modalities thereof” during Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi’s visit this week. On the 

ground, the trust deficit  between the rival armies, which have remained forward deployed with 
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heavy weapons all along the 3,488-km LAC after multiple PLA incursions into eastern Ladakh in 

April-May 2020, remains “quite high”,  though the situation is no longer on hair-trigger alert  as 

before.

The  situation  has  stabilised  after  troop  disengagement  at  the  two  remaining  face-off  sites  at 

Depsang and Demchok last Oct. “There is no disruption in the coordinated patrolling by the rival 

soldiers there. But we cannot let our guard down since there has been no let-up in the PLA’s 

military preparedness and infrastructure build-up,” another officer said. While some of the PLA’s 

combined arms brigades have pulled back around 100 km from the LAC over the last few months, 

many still remain forward deployed along with its border defence regiments. Each CAB has around 

4,500-5,000 soldiers with tanks, armoured vehicles, artillery and surface-to-air missile systems, 

among other weapon systems.

De-escalation and de-induction of troops along the LAC will entail the return of all additional troops 

to their permanent peacetime locations. The two countries, meanwhile, are using existing border 

management mechanisms at the diplomatic and military levels to maintain peace along the LAC, 

stretching from eastern Ladakh to Arunachal Pradesh. To this end, the two sides have now also 

decided  to  set  up  “general-level  mechanisms”  in  the  eastern  (Sikkim,  Arunachal)  and  middle 

(Uttarakhand, Himachal) sectors of the LAC, to add to the existing talks mechanism between the 

Indian 14 Corps commander and the South Xinjiang Military District chief in western (Ladakh) one.

From the Indian side, it  is likely to be the Lt-General commanding the Uttar Bharat (UB) Area 

based in Bareilly, which has been “combatised”, in the middle sector. Similarly, in the eastern one, 

it could be the Lt-Generals commanding the Dimapur-based 3 Corps or the Tezpur-based 4 Corps. 

In eastern Ladakh, the immediate priority would be the restoration of patrolling rights in areas 

where “no patrol buffer zones” were established to India’s disadvantage after previous rounds of 

disengagement till Sept 2022.

There was supposed to be only “a temporary moratorium” on patrolling in these buffer zones at 

Galwan, north bank of Pangong Tso, Kailash Range and larger Gogra-Hot Springs area, varying 

from 3 km to 10 km, which came up on what India considers to be its own territory. But there has 

been no movement on the issue since then.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-must-keep-tight-vigil-along-lac-army-officials/

articleshow/123420651.cms

*

India-Russia ties deepen amid western sanctions pressure  

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 21 Aug 2025

In a strong reaffirmation of India-Russia ties, Roman Babushkin, Charge d’Affaires of Russia in 

India, declared that bilateral relations are not only withstanding international sanctions but gaining 

strategic depth, as showcased in the successful execution of Operation Sindoor. Speaking with 

The  Pioneer,  Babushkin  emphasised  that  the  India-Russia  partnership  remains  resilient  and 

adaptive, undeterred by mounting western pressure over oil trade and military cooperation. “The 

trajectory is upwards,” he said, pointing to the increasing frequency of high-level contacts and the 

ongoing preparations for President Vladimir Putin’s visit to India later this year.

A centrepiece  of  recent  defence  cooperation,  Operation  Sindoor  —  a  joint  military  exercise 

featuring  Russian-origin  platforms  including  the  S-400  air  defence  system  and  BrahMos 
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supersonic  cruise  missile  —  was  highlighted  by  Babushkin  as  a  “clear  demonstration  of 

operational success and mutual trust.” “Operation Sindoor has demonstrated the effectiveness of 

Russian defence systems in real combat situations. These are developments of choice for the 

Indian Army,” he stated.

Despite US-led sanctions targeting Russia and indirectly pressuring partners like India, Babushkin 

asserted  that  such moves have only  deepened bilateral  ties.  “We are  absolutely  against  this 

unlawful  tool,”  he  said.  “Sanctions,  especially  unilateral  ones,  are  illegal.  The  more  we  are 

pressurised, the more opportunities we find to expand our partnership.”

When asked about the impact of sanctions on India-Russia oil trade, he expressed confidence in 

the partnership’s flexibility. “Even if  small  disruptions take place, we will  definitely find ways to 

overcome  them,”  he  said.  Looking  ahead,  Babushkin  reaffirmed  Russia’s  commitment  to  co-

production and technology transfer with India. “We don’t just sell  systems. We produce jointly, 

share  technologies,  localise  production,  and  always  leave  scope  for  upgrades  — be  it  in  jet 

engines or other systems,” he said. As both nations prepare for the upcoming summit, Operation 

Sindoor  has  become emblematic  of  the  broader  strategic  alignment  between  New Delhi  and 

Moscow. The message from Russia is clear: this is a partnership built not just to survive global 

pressures — but to thrive through them.

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2025/page1/india-russia-ties-deepen-amid-western-sanctions-

pressure.html

*

भⴾ�र぀त-च�� म⹀) ज�र぀ल ल�वल म⹀,कᔾ� न⠿�जᱍम⹀ ह, कᕍय⽇�? 

Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 21 Aug 2025
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