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*

India's  iron  dome?  PM  Modi  promises  new  Sudarshan 

Chakra defence system to thwart enemy attacks 

Source: Hindustan Times, Dt. 15 Aug 2025

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday announced the launch of Mission Sudarshan Chakra, 

a state-of-the-art  defence initiative aimed at bolstering India's security. The mission will  aim at 

creating  a  shield  to  protect  India’s  strategic,  civilian,  and religious sites  from potential  enemy 

attacks and also creating new weapons.

1
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Speaking from the ramparts of the Red Fort during his Independence Day address, PM Modi said 

the system would integrate the latest technological tools to create a powerful, multi-layered shield 

around critical locations across the country.

"In the next ten years, by 2035, I want to expand, strengthen, and modernise this national security 

shield. Drawing inspiration from Lord Shri Krishna, we have chosen the path of the Sudarshan 

Chakra...The nation will be launching the Sudarshan Chakra Mission." The entire modern system 

should be researched, developed, and manufactured in India, harnessing the talent of our youth. 

This powerful system will not only counter terrorist attacks but also strike back at the terrorists," he 

said.

"India aims to develop its own Iron Dome-like defence system, named Mission Sudarshan Chakra, 

designed to safeguard critical sites, including civilian areas," he added.

The new system could give competition to Israel's  famed Iron Dome, a multi-layered defence 

system  known  for  stopping  aerial  attacks.  Deployed  in  2010s,  the  system  has  intercepted 

thousands of incoming rockets from Palestinian militant outfit Hamas and Lebanon's Hezbollah, 

with Israel claiming a success rate of over 90 per cent.

According  to  PM  Modi,  Mission  Sudarshan  Chakra  will  combine  advanced  surveillance, 

interception, and counter-attack capabilities, enabling swift neutralisation of threats in air, land, and 

sea domains.

India-Pak conflict

PM Modi's remarks come amid the ongoing conflict between India and Pakistan. On May 7 2025, 

India launched Operation Sindoor to target terror infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied 

Kashmir  following the Pahalgam attack  that  claimed 26 lives.  Indian forces struck  nine terror 

camps, killing over 100 terrorists, and hit 13 Pakistani military installations and airbases.

India  on Thursday also  acknowledged the heroism of  its  soldiers  who took part  in  Operation 

Sindoor and played a pivotal role in hitting terror and military targets in Pakistan and Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir three months ago, with President Droupadi Murmu approving scores of wartime 

honours for them.

Among the 127 gallantry medals and 40 distinguished service awards cleared by the President on 

the  eve  of  the  79th  Independence  Day  are  four  Kirti  Chakras,  15  Vir  Chakras,  16  Shaurya 

Chakras, two bar to Sena Medals (Gallantry), 58 Sena Medals (Gallantry), six Nao Sena Medals 

(Gallantry), 26 Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry), seven Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medals, nine Uttam 

Yudh Seva Medals and 24 Yudh Seva Medals, the defence ministry said.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-iron-dome-pm-modi-promises-new-sudarshan-

chakra-defence-system-to-thwart-enemy-attacks-pakistan-independence-day-

101755229550851.html

*

2

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-iron-dome-pm-modi-promises-new-sudarshan-chakra-defence-system-to-thwart-enemy-attacks-pakistan-independence-day-101755229550851.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-iron-dome-pm-modi-promises-new-sudarshan-chakra-defence-system-to-thwart-enemy-attacks-pakistan-independence-day-101755229550851.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/india-iron-dome-pm-modi-promises-new-sudarshan-chakra-defence-system-to-thwart-enemy-attacks-pakistan-independence-day-101755229550851.html


Newspaper Clippings, 15-18/08/2025, Vol. 50, No. 153

DSL - DESIDOC

‘Sudarshan  Chakra’  defence  shield  and  indigenous  jet 

engine  push:  What  Modi’s  I-Day  speech  has  for  defence 

establishment  

Source: The Indian Express, Dt. 16 Aug 2025

Weeks after Indian air defences successfully intercepted Pakistani missiles and drones during the 

hostilities that followed Operation Sindoor, Prime Minister Narendra Modi Friday announced the 

launch of Mission Sudarshan Chakra.

It is learnt to be an advanced, multi-tiered air defence system, aimed at creating a nationwide 

security shield to thwart enemy attacks across domains and strengthen the country’s deterrent and 

offensive capabilities.

In  his  Independence Day speech from the  ramparts  of  the  Red Fort,  Modi  drew an analogy 

between the initiative and the legendary Sudarshan Chakra of Lord Krishna, recalling how it was 

deployed during the Mahabharat to block the Sun’s rays and create darkness in the morning, 

enabling Arjun to fulfil his vow of killing Jayadratha.

“In the next 10 years, by 2035, I want to expand, strengthen and modernise this national security 

shield,”  he  said,  adding  that  the  country  will  launch  the  Sudarshan  Chakra  mission.  “Taking 

inspiration from Shri Krishna, we have chosen the path of his Sudarshan Chakra,” he said.

The reference came a day ahead of Janmashtami, celebrated across India as the birthday of Lord 

Krishna.

A statement  issued by the government  after  the Prime Minister’s  speech said  the initiative is 

designed to enable rapid, precise and powerful defence responses, reinforcing India’s strategic 

autonomy. It said all public places will be covered by the expanded nationwide security shield by 

2035, ensuring comprehensive protection for the nation and demonstrating India’s commitment to 

self-reliance in defence.

While the exact contours of Mission Sudarshan Chakra are not yet known, it  is learnt to be a 

comprehensive, multi-layered, networked system aimed at protecting India and its vital installations 

from a range of enemy attacks across domains.

The  shield  is  expected  to  offer  multiple  layers  of  protection  by  combining  surveillance, 

cybersecurity,  and  air  defence  systems  to  detect  and  destroy  threats,  including  long-range 

missiles,  aircraft  and unmanned aerial  vehicles,  along the borders  and at  critical  installations. 

Defence research organisations and the private sector are expected to collaborate on the project.

Modi also made a dramatic call to action, saying that just as India built its own vaccines during the 

Covid pandemic and created UPI for digital payments, it should now build its own jet engines for 

fighter aircraft. He urged the country’s scientists and youth to take up the challenge directly.

In his address, he called upon Indian innovators, young scientists, engineers, professionals and all 

government  departments  to  work  towards  developing  fighter  jet  engines  indigenously,  so  that 

future defence technology is entirely home-grown and self-reliant.

“Should we not have our jet engines for our Made-in-India fighter jets? Just like how we made 

vaccines during Covid, and UPI for digital payments, we should build our own jet engines too. Our 

scientists and youth must take it up as a direct challenge,” he said.
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India has manufactured the indigenous Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) Tejas, but efforts to make aero 

engines  indigenously  have  so  far  not  succeeded.  The  Defence  Research  and  Development 

Organisation’s Gas Turbine Research Establishment (GTRE) first worked on developing the GTX-

37 engine for the LCA. This was followed by the ambitious Kaveri engine project, sanctioned in 

1989.

Nine full prototype engines and four core engines were developed, with 3,217 hours of engine 

testing carried out, including altitude tests and Flying Test Bed (FTB) trials. However, the engines 

were not found suitable for fighter aircraft. A major shortfall was recorded in the wet thrust of the  

engine, which generated only 70.4 kN as against the targeted 81 kN.

At present, India is in discussions with global firms to jointly develop engines that could power its 

advanced fighter jets in the future. For instance, state-owned Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) 

is  negotiating  with  GE  Aerospace  to  jointly  produce  the  F414  engines  for  the  LCA  Mk-2 

programme. It has already been agreed that the deal, first announced in 2023, would include an 80 

per cent transfer of technology from the US-based company.

Apart  from GE, India has held talks with other global  engine manufacturers such as France’s 

Safran  SA  and  the  UK’s  Rolls-Royce  for  the  Advanced  Medium  Combat  Aircraft  (AMCA) 

programme. The final decision on which engine will power the AMCA will be taken later, once the 

aircraft’s key specifications are finalised. With only a handful of countries having mastered the 

complex technology and metallurgy required for combat jet engines, most have been reluctant to 

share it with others.

Modi  also  used  his  speech  to  hail  Operation  Sindoor,  saying  that  strategic  autonomy  and 

indigenous capabilities are essential to decisively tackling threats, making self-reliance the bedrock 

of national strength, dignity and the journey to a developed India by 2047.

He said India no longer accepts nuclear blackmail or threats on foreign terms, and warned that 

enemies would get a “befitting reply” in the future. Indigenous capabilities, including Made-in-India 

weapons, he said, enable the country to act decisively and independently, showing that national 

security cannot rely on foreign dependence.

He said Operation Sindoor stemmed from the outrage India felt over the Pahalgam terror attack, in 

which 26 people were killed. The armed forces, he said, were given “a free hand to decide on 

strategy, objective and timing” and that Indian forces went hundreds of kilometres inside enemy 

territory  to  destroy  their  terrorist  headquarters,  something  “which  hasn’t  been  done  in  many 

decades”.

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/sudarshan-chakra-defence-shield-indigenous-jet-engine-

push-modi-i-day-speech-defence-10191305/

*
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एस㡁-400 स㡁� त␿ग᜾रぇ�य⼾� थ┾� प⨾�कᔿकस㡍��न� ज᱇�ट, व㕀�रぇ च्䵅 स㡁� ह㥁�ए स㡁म⸾�त␿न�  
Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 16 Aug 2025
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ऑप⨾रぇ�्䵦न त␿स㡁न⡍द%रぇ क�  रぇण-न�त␿�क�रぇ' क' स㡁व㕀(्䵈म⸾ य⼾�्䵍 स㡁�व㕀� प⨾दक  
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 15 Aug 2025

*

Independence  day:  Gallantry  awards  honour  heroes  of 

Operation Sindoor

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 15 Aug 2025

Nine IAF fighter pilots, four soldiers and two BSF personnel have been awarded Vir Chakra, the 

nation's third-highest wartime gallantry medal, for their role in Operation Sindoor, under which India 

conducted  deep cross-border  precision  strikes  against  terror  hubs  and military  installations  in 

Pakistan.

Operation Sindoor was the prominent theme of 127 gallantry medals & 40 distinguished service 

awards.

IAF, Army & BSF personnel honoured for Sindoor valour
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Operation Sindoor was the prominent theme of 127 gallantry medals and 40 distinguished service 

awards approved by the President in the awards list for the 79th Independence Day.

They included four Kirti Chakras, which is the country's second-highest peacetime gallantry medal, 

15 Vir Chakras, 16 Shaurya Chakras, 58 Sena Medals, six Nao Sena Medals, seven Sarvottam 

Yudh Seva Medals (SYSMs), nine Uttam Yudh Seva Medals, 24 Yudh Seva Medals, two Bar to 

Sena Medals, and 290 Mention-in-Despatches.

Vir Chakras were awarded to IAF officers, Group Captains Ranjeet Singh Sidhu, Manish Arora, 

Animesh  Patni  and  Kunal  Kalra,  Wing  Commander  Joy  Chandra,  Squadron  Leaders  Sarthak 

Kumar, Siddhant Singh and Rizwan Malik, and Flight Lieutenant Aarshveer Singh Thakur.

While the Army awardees were Colonel Koshank Lamba, Lt ColonelSushil Bisht, Naib Subedar 

Satish Kumar and Rifleman Sunil Kumar, the ones from BSF were sub-inspector Mohd Imteyaj and 

constable Deepak Chingakham who were killed defending the highly-sensitive Kharkola outpost in 

Jammu against intense shelling and drone attacks during the cross-border hostilities.

SYSMs, highest wartime distinguished service decoration that has been awarded only a few times 

in  the past,  was awarded to seven top military officers who planned and executed Operation 

Sindoor.

They are Lt-Gen Pratik Sharma (Northern Army Command chief), Lt-Gen Rajiv Ghai (DGMO), Vice 

Admiral  Sanjay Jasjit  Singh (then Western Naval  Command chief),  Air  Marshal  Narmdeshwar 

Tiwari (IAF vice chief), Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor (Southern Air Command chief), Air Marshal 

Jeetandra Mishra (Western Air Command chief), and Air Marshal A K Bharti (DG Air Operations).

Twenty-six IAF officers and air warriors were awarded Vayu Sena Medal, most of them for their 

role in the operation for managing and operating S-400 surface-to-air missile and other air defence 

systems to intercept missiles and waves of drones launched from across the border.

Sixteen BSF personnel, who fought shoulder-to-shoulder with the armed forces during Operation 

Sindoor,  successfully  defending  their  posts  in  J&K  and  destroying  enemy  posts  and  their 

surveillance equipment in retaliatory fire, were, in turn, honoured with police medals for gallantry.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/independence-day-gallantry-awards-honour-heroes-of-

operation-sindoor-iaf-army-and-bsf-personnel-recognised-for-valour/articleshow/123313288.cms

*
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'ऑप⨾रぇ�्䵦न त␿स㡁न⡍द%रぇ' स㡁+��त␿,� स㡁�न⡍य⼾ ज᱇व㕀�बⱀ� क�य⼾�व㕀�ह㥁. क�  रあप⨾ म⸾0 उभⴾ�रぇ�
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 15 Aug 2025

*

Rajnath  hails  India’s  action  against  Pak  as  model  of  self-

reliance

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 15 Aug 2025

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, in an address to soldiers on the eve of Independence Day, said 

India’s actions during Operation Sindoor were a shining example of precise and successful military 

strategy.

The operation provided a glimpse of a new vision, technological advancements and self-reliance, 

the minister said in his message that was broadcast on All India Radio.

He said  India’s  response was balanced,  and that  cutting-edge apparatus  such as  drone war, 

layered air defence, electronic warfare and network-centric operation proved that the country was 

no longer dependent on foreign technology.

8
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Rajnath recollected the start of Operation Sindoor (on May 7), saying within a few minutes, nine 

terror  training  camps,  including  the  headquarters  of  Lashkar-e-Toiba  and  Jaish-e-Mohammed, 

were  destroyed  by  precise  missile  attacks,  and  no  civilian  areas  and  Pakistani  military 

establishments were targeted.

“The armed forces neither crossed the Line of Control nor violated the international border, yet 

managed to give a crushing blow to the terror infrastructure hidden within the enemy’s territory,”  

the minister said.

This, he said, was a new art of warfare; India was no longer bound by traditional boundaries, but  

was using modern technology, accurate intelligence and smart military strategies. “It was a clear 

message from India that we are tolerant, but when it comes to the safety of our people and the 

dignity of our country, we unite and face every challenge boldly.”

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/rajnath-hails-indias-action-against-pak-as-model-of-self-

reliance/

*

India’s Navy latest stealth frigate INS Tamal visits ITALY

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 18 Aug 2025

*
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स㡁�उथ┾ क'र〿रぇय⼾� स㡁+ग᜾ कई म⸾�ቌ䲘' प⨾रぇ बⱀ��  
Source: NavBharat Times, Dt. 17 Aug 2025

*

ज᱇�आरぇएस㡁आई न� न6स㡁�न� क' स㡁6प⨾� कᔿकय⼾� एक औरぇ स㡁व㕀7ቌ䲋क य⼾�धप⨾'�
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 15 Aug 2025

*
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Navy gets new warship this independence day

Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 15 Aug 2025

*

US Defence Team in India soon, jt drills ahead

Source: The Asian Age, Dt. 15 Aug 2025
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*

Op  Sindoor  warriors  dominate  honours;  Pilots,  S-400 

operators among awardees

Source: The Economic Times, Dt. 15 Aug 2025

President Droupadi Murmu approved 127 gallantry awards and 40 distinguished service awards on 

the eve of the 79th Independence Day, with most of the honours going to the personnel who took 

12
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part  in Operation Sindoor.  The President approved four Kirti  Chakras, 15 Vir  Chakras and 16 

Shaurya Chakras on the occasion.

Among the awardees are pilots who carried out deep strikes against terror targets and Pakistani 

military establishment, air defence operators who used systems like the S-400 to thwart Pakistani 

attacks and senior commanders who directed the operations during the May 7-10 operation.

A total of 1,090 personnel of police, fire services, Civil Defence & Home Guards and Correctional 

Services have also been awarded gallantry and service medals. Out of these, 233 personnel have 

been awarded the Medal for Gallantry while 99 have been awarded the President's Medal for 

Distinguished Service.

In the honours lists are nine Air Force pilots from Operation Sindoor who have been given the Vir 

Chakra, India's third highest wartime gallantry award. Besides, 26 have been awarded the Vayu 

Sena Medal for gallantry while one has been given the Shaurya Chakra. These include a group 

captain and a squadron leader, who are sons of former Air Force chiefs.

In all, seven senior commanders, including the Northern Army commander Lt Gen Pratik Sharma 

have been conferred the Sarvottam Yudh Seva Medal - all  for their contributions to Operation 

Sindoor. Others who have been given the honour are the director general military operations, the 

Central and Southern Air Force commanders, the director general air operations, the vice chief of 

air staff and the Western Navy commander.

The Air Force has also accorded mention in despatches to 167 personnel, out of which 162 are for 

Operation Sindoor. These include at least five women officers who took part in the operation. For 

now, the air force has not shared citations that detail actions taken by personnel who have been 

accorded the gallantry medals.

However, the Border Security Force shared citations of two personnel who have been given the Vir 

Chakra  posthumously.  These  include  sub  inspector  (late)  Mohd  Imteyaj,  who  was  the  post 

commander of border outpost Kharkola, on the international border in Jammu area. According to 

the citation, his post came under intense firing on May 9 and he directed a strong response. It 

added that Pakistani drones then targeted his post and he got grievously wounded but continued 

to direct troops under his command.

Constable Deepak Chingakham, who was in the same post, refused to be evacuated and stayed 

with  his  post  commander  and  continued  to  put  up  a  fight.  He,  too,  has  been  posthumously 

awarded the Vir Chakra.

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/op-sindoor-warriors-dominate-honours-pilots-

s-400-operators-among-awardees/articleshow/123311596.cms?from=mdr

*

Operation  Sindoor:  A defining moment  in  India’s  strategic 

history

-by Ravi K Chaudhary (Rtd Maj Gen, VSM Former Scientist H, GOI)

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 18 Aug 2025

7th and 10th May strikes by our forces on our persistently irritating neighbour really hurt, not just  

the  target  of  our  strikes,  but  beyond  too.  The  narrative  spin,  sought  through  bringing  the 

13
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discussions down to a tactical level about loss of combat assets, is ingeniously crafted to deny the 

significance of the strategic Statement made through Operation(Op) SINDOOR. It is intriguing that 

the PM’s Statement of 12th May, setting the “new normal” has not been discussed enough in the 

strategic  community,  with  commentators  on  geo-politics  and  international  relations  giving  it  a 

complete miss.

A strategic communication has three components - matter, medium and message. The fact that the 

Statement came from a duly elected Prime Minister of the largest democracy, representing 1.4 

billion people, makes it as authentic and credible as can be. So it is the matter and message that  

ought to be analysed for its magnitude and implications.

PM mentioned that Pahalgam attack was a “disgusting attempt to break the harmony and unity of 

the country.” Asif Munir’s Statement, regurgitating the false premise of the country’s partition only a 

few days prior to the Pahalgam attack, lends credence to this fact.

That  every  citizen  and  every  community  in  India  came  together  to  defeat  this  attempt  is  a 

testimony to Indian civilisational strength. This should also put paid to every bid to create scare 

and insecurity on religious lines, whether internally or externally.  A nation used to naming their  

weapons as Ghori, Ghazniand Babur and exercises as Zarb-e-Momin would have been amused at 

the  name  “SINDOOR”  if  it  was  not  for  the  impact  it  made,  both  in  physical  and  cognitive 

dimensions.

Indian names, though far less provocative, had also followed a pattern of power signalling that 

geo-politics is mostly about. SINDOOR represents empathy, faith, resilience and tenacity. And it 

conveys a lot about where we stand on security of our freedom to pursue national interests. The 

continuum of power swings from freedom to influence to control.

When control  interferes with someone’s freedom, conflict  arises. India is happy to maintain its 

freedom and sees no need to enhance its control  to secure this freedom. That is the crux of  

strategic autonomy. The third point made was to differentiate war from fight against terror. PM has 

repeatedly emphasised that it is not the age of war, implying that there is nothing that nations need 

to go to war for that cannot be resolved by civilised means of dialogue.

Conversely, a State that indulges in terrorist violence to force an outcome is not worth engaging 

with.  Once  the  civilised  world  settled  with  concept  of  States,  violent  methods  of  redressing 

individual or community grievances, mostly perceived than real, is against humanity. Further, “rules 

based order” can be negotiated only among States.

Although Francis Fukuyama’s dream of “The End of History” has since crumbled, world peace has 

largely held, despite the proliferation of nuclear weapons and other advancements in warfare since 

the end of the cold war in 1990s.

Terrorism, however, has been on the rise since 1980s, growing into cult terrorist organisations like 

Al Qaeda and ISIS. India has suffered terrorism more than any other country. While the internal  

security  situation  has  vastly  improved,  Pak  sponsored  terrorism  has  not  abated.  PM’s  clear 

enunciation of the new normal is an emphatic Statement of intent to Pakistan and its supporters.

Parsing the New Normal

The PM defined the new normal in three bullets—a terrorist attack on India will be responded to 

befittingly; nuclear blackmail will not be tolerated; and a Government sponsoring terrorism will be 

held as guilty as masterminds of a terrorist  incident.
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He has thus given the security  agencies,  comprising armed forces,  intelligence agencies and 

scientists working in     related     technologies, very clear directions on capability development.

Pakistan will keep making efforts at launching terrorist strikes to sustain the logic of its existence.

And though most such attempts are detected and neutralised before fructification, it is likely that 

one of them may succeed again. The response would have to be progressively more impactful, 

which is a challenge the security forces would have to continuously contend with.

Planning  is  credible  when  one  knows  what  exactly  is  one  planning  for.  That  is  the  strategic 

direction that forces need to work with focus       and energy.

Air Chief Marshall AP Singh, while delivering the ACM LM Katre memorial lecture at Bengaluru, 

made it clear that the strikes on 10th May were meant to send a message and not decimate the 

assets at a particular airfield.

Apparently, the message went rather deep and wide. China had clearly picked sides and was 

actively backing Pakistan. Even the USA, which till then considered the operations as a bilateral 

engagement and kept aloof, has since taken sides explicitly, encouraging Pakistan’s Army Chief 

enough to deliver  a nuclear  threat  to  India from its  soil.  The Statement  has not  received the 

condemnation it deserves.

The US administration has been unabashed in its engagement with the Pak Army Chief over the 

elected civilian Government. In view of these dynamics, the fusion of State and terror leaders as a 

single target would entail diplomatic challenges.

Strategic circles are still wondering what made Indian PM declare that nuclear blackmail will not be 

tolerated. Is it the confidence in our own early warning and protection systems, our second strike 

capabilities, or some intelligence on Pak’s nuclear capabilities post 10th May strikes that he is 

privy to? Some analysts have suggested that AI advances could undermine nuclear deterrence, 

whether by “splendid first strike” or through strengthened missile defences. For a long time the 

world had considered nuclear weapons as political, not military weapons, until a couple of rogue 

nuclear States appeared.

Pakistan  knows that  India  would  no  more  be  constrained  fearing  an  irrational  response.  Asif 

Munir’s reiteration of  nuclear threat,  rationalising its employment as self-preservation, must be 

examined in this context.

Although it is amusing that a Chief claiming victory in the last engagement should talk about being 

threatened out of existence by an Indian attack, the Pak-USA tango is yet to unravel fully.

“Ekla Chalo”

Op SINDOOR saw active collusion of China with Pakistan. With Chinese equipment, training and 

support  staff,  besides intelligence fed by Chinese resources on ground, air  and space, it  was 

almost a two front operation. India has to contend with this collusion and find ways of beating it. 

Neither  China,  nor  India,  and not  even Pakistan,  would  want  to  engage in  a  full  blown war, 

territorial disputes notwithstanding. Short of that, it would be contest of technologies and ingenuity.

Unlike Pakistan, which is completely dependent on Chinese systems, there is no need for India to 

depend on any one source for weapons or technologies. PM mentioned our superiority in new age 

warfare  with  indigenous  weapon  systems.  Admittedly,  there  is  long  way  to  go,  but  we  are 

accelerating in the right direction.
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There has been much debate  around a  recent  Ashley  Tellis’ article  titled  “India’s  great-power 

delusions”  in  “Foreign  Affairs”  issue of  July/August  2025.  Tellis  decries  Indian  grand strategy, 

premised on delusions of being a great power, despite its lack of economic heft, military strength 

and reluctance for alliances.

Tellis  confuses strategic autonomy with pursuit  of  multi  polarity,  interpreted as opposition to a 

unipolar  world with US dominance.  Indian refusal  to  align with US national  interests,  whether 

resisting military aspects of QUAD against China or picking sides in Russia-Ukraine War, despite 

enthusiastic courting by successive US regimes this century, baffles Western thinkers.

India  seeks  strategic  autonomy  to  pursue  its  own  national  interests  with  complete  freedom, 

uninhibited by alliance commitments.

It recognises its threats and their implications but refuses to be drawn into someone else’s geo-

political calculations. It does seek economic and military power. But that power is to ensure peace 

while India practices its freedom of action towards prosperity.

To some, this strategy may seem to be losing friends and discouraging collaboration, but earns the 

quiet admiration of many non-vocal players in the strategic arena who appreciate unencumbered 

freedom.

The Information Dimension of War

Information plays a very critical role in combat and an important role in shaping perceptions. The 

two are absolutely independent of each other with combat being far more important than narrative, 

because the latter requires substance that the former provides.

Precision  of  Indian  strikes,  their  impact  and  protection  of  own  assets  showed  dominance  in 

information dimension of combat.  Narratives in international media have their  own drivers and 

there is no need to lose sleep over them. Information is an element of national power and it is  

better leveraged in diplomacy than on international media.

It  is,  however,  important  to  keep  our  own  people  well  informed  through  our  national  media. 

Enemy’s attempts to create distrust in Government is a familiar mode of information operation, 

which must be guarded against.  Government briefings, followed by PM Statement were good, 

authentic information dissemination. There was no need to be drawn into aircraft counting despite 

the internal and external pressure.

Lessons  are  learnt  by  concerned  agencies.  The  band  of  strategic  experts  on  national  or 

international media should avoid getting intrusive about details. As the Air Chief rightly pointed out 

to veterans that it was they who had selected present incumbents to their posts and they ought to 

have faith in them.

Strategic Inflection Point

Not  only  was  our  independence  marred  by  loss  of  a  major  part  of  our  territory,  people  and 

resources, we lost significant territory in two wars since. India has been a status quoist power, not 

seeking territorial gains or revenge but pursuing economic development in a peaceful environment.

Revisionist neighbours have been a constant irritant and a hindrance to our peaceful pursuits. 

Punitive military operations other than war (MOOTW) were constrained by nuclear overhang.

Although military retaliation to terrorist strike were undertaken in 2016 and 2019, 2025 saw a far 

greater escalation with a firm dominance of the escalation ladder. Indian response to Pahalgam 
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attacks were highly anticipated and Pakistan, adequately supported by China, had been preparing 

for it. The strikes on 7th and 10th May ticked all the right boxes for a punitive, impactful strike 

despite enemy’s readiness for it. The boldness and effectiveness of the attacks have left most 

military  observers  surprised  beyond  measure.  There  were  no  talks  of  any  deficiencies  in 

equipment or lack of preparation time, as happened earlier. This is a transformed posture of our 

armed forces.

China, which had played Pakistan against us for years was constrained to bare its fangs in 2020 

when the previous strategy was rendered ineffective by 2019. Its support to Pakistan against India 

in this operation is explicit and unapologetic. India’s refusal to sign the declaration at SCO Defence 

Ministers’  Conference  was  a  demonstration  of  our  resolve.  India  is  now  displaying  a  new 

confidence to take on China, whether from the West or North.

Future Course

Indian assertiveness, with clear enunciation of intent and strategy, is the new normal. Gen Sundarji  

once wrote that something deep down bothered him that in India we found it virtuous to be weak 

and meek and sinful to be strong. That India has since grown out of diffidence. Peace is only 

feasible through power.

Economy, military and technology have to be developed in tandem, building on each other, to 

provide India the economic heft and military strength that translates into power to help and harm. 

India’s  enunciation  of  strategic  autonomy  stems  from  its  civilisational  ethos  of 

“Vasudhevkutumbakam” (the world is one family).

As Gurudev Ravindranath Tagore elucidates in his book “Nationalism”, Indian History is the History 

of saints and sages and not of kings and rulers.

Our “gotra” are after Rishis and not kings. There were many philosophies that co-existed. Kings 

winning and exchanging territory did not affect the common man, who was free to pursue his 

livelihood and interests. India does not seek multi polarity. It   just does not acknowledge poles 

around which power is concentrated.

As an inclusive civilisation, we need to be free to pursue peace and prosperity and wish the same 

for everyone else.The need to develop power is to live in peace with our civilisational ethos. The 

clear strategic direction, post Op SINDOOR, is a harbinger of this New India.

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2025/india/operation-sindoor--a-defining--moment-in--india---s-

strategic-history.html

*
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China hands over third Hangor-Class submarine to Pakistan

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 17 Aug 2025

*
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च�न न� प⨾�कᔿकस㡍��न क' स㡁6प⨾� ��स㡁रぇ. ह㥁9ग᜾रぇ ቦ暔�ण� क� प⨾नड⅁� बⱍबⱀ�  
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 17 Aug 2025

*

Pakistan announces Army Rocket Force Command

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 17 Aug 2025

Pakistan turned its Independence Day celebrations on Thursday into a carefully choreographed 

display of military muscle and political messaging headlined by the announcement of a new Army 

Rocket Force Command. The event at Islamabad’s Jinnah Stadium, branded Marka-e-Haq (“Battle 

of Truth”), saw Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif share the stage with army chief Field Marshal Asim 

Munir, ISI chief Lt Gen Asim Malik, and Asifa Bhutto Zardari. Military representatives from Turkey 

and Azerbaijan added a touch of foreign endorsement.

In  his  address,  Shehbaz  also  unveiled  “Misaq-e-Istehkam-e-Pakistan  (Charter  for  Stability)”, 

pitched as a call for unity beyond partisan divides. The newly announced rocket force marks a first  

in  Pakistan’s  military  structure,  signalling  ambitions  for  precision-strike  capability.  But  with  the 

economy  still  under  strain,  the  decision  is  likely  to  spark  debate  over  balancing  strategic 

aspirations with fiscal realities.

On foreign policy, Shehbaz expressed gratitude to China, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Azerbaijan, UAE, 

Iran,  and,  pointedly,  US  President  Donald  Trump,  for  support  during  tensions  with  India.  He 

reiterated Pakistan’s firm positions on Kashmir and Palestine, indicating no softening of regional 

stances. The Independence Day spectacle underscored an image of civil-military unity in a country 

where political turbulence often overlaps with military dominance. Whether Marka-e-Haq becomes 

more than pageantry will depend on Islamabad’s ability to deliver on promises of reform, stability, 

and economic recovery long after the parades are over.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/pakistan/pakistan-announces-army-rocket-force-

command/articleshow/123311070.cms

*
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India  gets  its  first  privately  funded  institute  for  maths 

research

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 18 Aug 2025

India, said Fields medallist Manjul Bhargava, must fall in love with mathematics again. Not as a 

"drudgery of formulae" but as an act of "exploration".

Bhargava,  Canadian  by  nationality  but  of  Indian  origin,  believes  classrooms  need  an 

overhaul-"experimental, playful," he said, with teachers "trained" to spark curiosity. Speaking to 

TOI on the sidelines of the launch of the Lodha Mathematical Sciences Institute (LMSI), he added: 

"I'm happy with the new textbooks and the changes brought in them. But they will  only show 

impact in a few years."

On the scientific advisory council of LMSI, Bhargava will lead sessions on arithmetic statistics, its 

new developments, and future directions. State cabinet minister Mangal Prabhat Lodha called it a 

school "not for an individual, not for a business, but for the nation that always prioritised knowledge 

over all and for India that gave so much math to the world."

Entirely  devoted  to  post-doctoral  research,  LMSI  is  India's  first  privately  funded  mathematics 

institute, backed by Lodha Foundation with a Rs 20,000 crore endowment. "We realised that for 

any nation to become strong, we ought to have original thinking and promote innovation," said 

Abhishek Lodha, CEO and MD of Lodha Developers. The privately funded mathematics research 

institute in the country is completely free, he added.

Founding director V Kumar Murthy-who earlier led Toronto's Fields Institute-described math as the 

hidden  scaffolding  of  modern  life:  the  foundation  for  finance,  engineering,  and  technology. 

Economist Nachiket Mor, also on the advisory panel, noted that models built in the West often 

collapse in India because they rarely account for "unique characteristics" like limited liquidity and 

higher viscosity of  adjustment.  "This reality  makes it  all  the more urgent  for  us to build deep 

capacity mathematics," he said.

Murthy explained that LMSI would begin not with students but with teachers. Ten senior number 

theorists have been chosen to seed the effort. As president, Murthy said he plans to travel across 

the country, meeting mathematicians firsthand and mapping who is doing what. The aim is to build 

a network where the "brightest minds" are spotted early, handpicked, and nurtured.

By Dec 2026, LMSI will host the first Indian Congress of Mathematicians, showcasing contributions 

of Indian-origin mathematicians worldwide.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-gets-its-first-privately-funded-institute-for-maths-

research/articleshow/123352435.cms

*
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आक�्䵦 फ�ह㥁 क�  बⱀ�द स㡁म⸾�्䵖 क� ग᜾ह㥁रぇ�ईय⼾? �क प⨾ह㥁�+च� भⴾ�रぇ� 
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 15 Aug 2025
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ग᜾ग᜾नय⼾�न क� �य⼾�रぇ., अԂ+�र〿रぇቌ䲋 क� स㡁Aरぇ प⨾रぇ ज᱇� रぇह㥁. म⸾कᔿह㥁,� रぇ'बⱀ'ट 
Source: Navbharat Times, Dt. 15 Aug 2025
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Deep Ocean Mission:  Samudrayaan in sight,  India takes a 
5,002m plunge

Source: The Times of India, Dt. 15 Aug 2025

In a first-of-its-kind expedition, India sent an aquanaut 5,002m deep into the ocean as part of the 

country's  Deep  Ocean  Mission,  which  involves  development  of  crewed  and  uncrewed 

submersibles  and  deep-sea  mining  technologies,  aimed  at  harnessing  resources  from  the 

Exclusive Economic Zone and continental shelf.

As part of Indo-French research collaborations, two Indian aquanauts - Jatinder Pal Singh and 

Raju Ramesh - successfully completed one deep dive each in the North Atlantic Ocean in the 

French submersible "Nautile" on August 5 and 6.

Happening as it did around a month after Shubhanshu Shukla became the first Indian to reach 

International Space Station, Union earth sciences minister Jitendra Singh Thursday called it India's 

quest for a double conquest. "We have an Indian going into space and an Indian going into the 

deep ocean almost simultaneously," he said.

Ramesh, a scientist at National Institute of Ocean Technology, went 4,025m down on August 5, 

followed by a dive of 5,002m by Navy commander (retd) Singh on August 6.

"This expedition was conducted as part of Deep Ocean Mission. One of the verticals of DOM aims 

to develop technology to harness non-living ocean resources and a submersible which can carry 

humans to the deepest parts of the ocean," said M Ravichandran, secretary, ministry of earth 

sciences.

He said more dives will be undertaken in the same submersible before India conducts a deep dive 

in  indigenous  'Matsya  6000'  submersible,  which  could  happen  around  Dec  2027,  under 

'Samudrayaan' project.

Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla, the second Indian to travel to space and the first to visit ISS, 

is  expected  to  arrive  in  India  this  weekend  and  is  set  to  meet  PM Modi  before  leaving  for 

hometown Lucknow to meet family, reports Surendra Singh. This was revealed by space minister 

Jitendra Singh, who said Shukla will return to Delhi for National Space Day celebrations on August 

23.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/samudrayaan-in-sight-india-takes-a-5002m-plunge/

articleshow/123313148.cms
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How an ancient plant trick could feed the future
Source: The Times of India, Dt. 18 Aug 2025
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