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1000 म⹀�टर कᕀ� गहर
ई म⹀� बचᨾ
व अभⴿ�य⼾
न कᕀ� अ�ज᰾
म⹀ द♇�ग
 'भⴿनस㡍त
र'  
Source: Dainik Jagran, Dt. 10 Jul 2025

*

‘Nistar’ joins Navy fleet to boost deep sea diving, submarine 

rescue ops  

Source: The Statesman, Dt. 10 Jul 2025

he Indian Navy received, ‘Nistar’, the first indigenously designed and constructed diving support 

vessel, which was delivered by Hindustan Shipyard Limited at Visakhapatnam.

he ship’s name, ‘Nistar’, originates from Sanskrit and means liberation, rescue or salvation. The 

ship, measuring 118 m with a tonnage of nearly 10,000 tons, is installed with state-of-the-art diving 

equipment and has the capability to undertake Deep Sea Saturation Diving up to 300 m depth. The 

ship also has a Side Diving Stage for undertaking Diving Operations up to 75 m depth.

A statement from the Naval spokesperson stated that the warship has been designed and built as 

per classification rules of the Indian Register of Shipping (IRS). The ship is highly specialised and 

can undertake Deep Sea Diving and Rescue Operations – a capability with select Navies across 

the globe.
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The ship will also serve as the ‘Mother Ship’ for the Deep Submergence Rescue Vessel (DSRV), to 

rescue and evacuate personnel, in case of an emergency in a submarine underwater. The ship is 

equipped with a combination of Remotely Operated Vehicles to undertake Diver Monitoring and 

Salvage Operations up to a depth of 1000 m.

The delivery of Nistar, with nearly 75 percent indigenous content, is yet another milestone in the 

Indian Navy’s quest for indigenous construction and is in line with the Government of India’s vision 

of Aatmanirbhar Bharat and the Make in India campaign, the statement read.

https://www.thestatesman.com/india/nistar-joins-navy-fleet-to-boost-deep-sea-diving-submarine-

rescue-ops-1503455533.html

*

India,  Namibia  bolster  ties,  sign pacts  on defence,  critical 

minerals 

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 10 Jul 2025

India  and  Namibia  on  Wednesday  signed  four  key  agreements  and  strengthened  bilateral 

cooperation across sectors ranging from defence to critical minerals, following talks between Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi and Namibian President Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah in Windhoek.

The two sides inked Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) on setting up an Entrepreneurship 

Development  Centre  in  Namibia  and  enhancing  collaboration  in  health  and  medicine.  Other 

agreements covered cooperation in biofuels and disaster-resilient infrastructure.

Modi,  who arrived in Namibia’s capital  from Brazil  on the final  leg of his five-nation tour, held 

delegation-level talks with President Nandi-Ndaitwah at the State House. The leaders reviewed the 
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full  spectrum of  bilateral  ties,  including  digital  technology,  security,  agriculture,  education  and 

healthcare.

Prime Minister Modi expressed gratitude to Namibia for its condolences and support following the 

Pahalgam terror attack and the Ahmedabad flight crash. He also acknowledged Namibia’s role in 

‘Project Cheetah’, which reintroduced cheetahs to India.

“Our historical ties are rooted in mutual trust and shared values. India is proud to have supported 

Namibia’s struggle for independence, raising its voice at the UNGA as early as 1946. Mahatma 

Gandhi’s ideals continue to inspire both our nations,” Modi said during the talks.

Prime  Minister  Narendra  Modi  was  on  Wednesday  conferred  the  Order  of  the  Most  Ancient 

Welwitschia Mirabilis, Namibia’s highest civilian honour. The award, instituted in 1995 — five years 

after  Namibia  gained  independence  —recognises  distinguished  service  and  leadership.  It  is 

named  after  the  Welwitschia  Mirabilis,  a  rare  and  ancient  desert  plant  endemic  to  Namibia, 

symbolising resilience, longevity and the enduring spirit of the Namibian people. This marks the 

27th international award conferred on PM Modi and the fourth during his ongoing five-nation tour.

Namibia, rich in natural resources such as uranium, copper, cobalt and rare earths, is an important 

partner for India’s mineral security. Trade between the two countries largely centres on mineral 

resources, including zinc and diamond processing.

Modi highlighted India’s National Critical Minerals Mission and invited Namibia to partner in the 

initiative. “We can work towards a Critical Minerals Partnership Agreement,” he said.

This marks PM Modi’s first visit to Namibia, and only the third by an Indian PM to the country in the 

past 27 years. He was accorded a traditional welcome at Hosea Kutako International Airport and 

an official ceremonial reception ahead of the talks.

Addressing a Joint Session of Parliament of the Republic of Namibia, the PM said, “Africa must not 

be just a source of raw material, it must lead in value creation and sustainable growth.”

Underlining that India values Africa’s role in world affairs, he said the two sides must act together 

to create a future defined not by power and dominance, but by partnership and dialogue. This 

marked his third address to a national Parliament in a week, during which he received a standing 

ovation and sustained applause from members of Namibian Parliament.

He also paid tributes to founding president of Namibia Sam Nujoma and the country’s freedom 

fighters. “It was an Indian Lieutenant General, Dewan Prem Chand, who led the UN peacekeeping 

force in Namibia,” he said.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/india-namibia-bolster-ties-sign-pacts-on-defence-critical-

minerals/

*

Keel Laying of Third Fleet Support Ship for Indian Navy   

Source: Press Information Bureau, Dt. 09 Jul 2025

‘Keel  Laying’  ceremony  of  third  Fleet  Support  Ships  (FSS)  was  held  at  M/s  L&T  Shipyard, 

Kattupalli  on  09  Jul  25,  in  the  presence  of  VAdm Rajaram Swaminathan,  Controller  Warship 

Production & Acquisition and senior officials from the Indian Navy, HSL and M/s L&T.
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Indian Navy had signed a contract with HSL for acquisition of Five Fleet Support Ships (FSS) in 

Aug 2023, with deliveries commencing mid-2027.

Showcasing the strength of public-private partnership, HSL has sub-contracted construction of two 

ships to M/s L&T Shipyard, Kattupalli to effectively utilise the country’s shipbuilding capacity and 

meet stringent timelines for delivery.

On  induction,  the  FSS  will  bolster  the  ‘Blue  Water’  capabilities  of  the  Indian  Navy  through 

replenishment of Fleet ships at sea. These ships, with a displacement of more than 40,000 tons 

will carry fuel, water, ammunition and stores that enable prolonged and sustained operations of the 

fleet at sea, thus enhancing its reach and mobility.

In  their  secondary  role,  the  ships  will  be  equipped  for  Humanitarian  Aid  and  Disaster  Relief 

(HADR) operations for evacuation of personnel and expeditious delivery of relief material during 

natural calamities.

The indigenously designed and built warship is equipped with equipment sourced through Indian 

OEMs.

This  prestigious  project  will  significantly  boost  the  Indian  Shipbuilding  Industry  and  is  a  true 

champion of GoI initiatives such as Aatmanirbhar Bharat, Make in India and Make for the World.

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2143499

*

प⨾
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Source: Jansatta, Dt. 10 Jul 2025
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ISRO  successfully  conducts  hot  tests  of  Gaganyaan 

propulsion system 

Source: The Tribune, Dt. 10 Jul 2025

ISRO has successfully  conducted two hot  tests of  the Gaganyaan Service Module Propulsion 

System (SMPS) at the space agency’s Propulsion Complex in Mahendragiri on July 3. The short-

duration tests, lasting 30 seconds and 100 seconds respectively, were aimed at validating the test 

article configuration, ISRO said in a statement on Wednesday.

“The overall performance of the propulsion system during these hot tests was normal as per pre-

test  predictions.  During the 100s test,  simultaneous operation  of  all  Reaction  Control  System 

(RCS) thrusters in different modes (steady state; pulsed) along with all Liquid Apogee Motor (LAM) 

engines was also successfully demonstrated.”

“ISRO’s Liquid Propulsion System Centre (LPSC) is leading the technology development activities 

for the Gaganyaan SMPS. SMPS is a critical system of Gaganyaan Orbital Module and is required 

during orbital maneuvering as well as specific abort scenarios,” the space agency said.

It comprises five Liquid Apogee Motor (LAM) engines (each 440N thrust) and 16 Reaction Control 

System (RCS) thrusters (each 100N thrust). In order to simulate the propulsion system conditions 

closer to flight, the SMPS test article for these hot tests incorporated improvements based on 

experience gained from earlier hot tests.

“With the confidence gained through these hot tests, ISRO will  conduct a full duration hot test 

shortly,” the statement said.

According to ISRO, the Gaganyaan programme aims to demonstrate India’s capability to launch a 

crewed  spacecraft  into  low  Earth  orbit,  and  the  experience  and  knowledge  gained  from this 

mission will be crucial for its success.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/india/isro-successfully-conducts-hot-tests-of-gaganyaan-

propulsion-system/

*

Shubhanshu Shukla turns farmer in space; grows methi

Source: The Pioneer, Dt. 10 Jul 2025

In the final leg of his space sojourn, Indian astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla turned into a farmer, 

taking photos of ‘moong’ and ‘methi’ seeds sprouting in petri  dishes and inserting them into a 

storage freezer on the International Space Station (ISS) as part of a study on how microgravity 

influences germination and early plant development.

Shukla and his fellow Axiom-4 astronauts have spent 12 days on the orbital lab and they are 

expected to return to Earth any day after July 10, depending on the weather conditions off the 
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Florida coast. NASA is yet to announce a date for the undocking of the Axiom-4 mission from the 

space station. The duration of the Axiom-4 mission docked to the ISS is up to 14 days.

During  this  time,  the  crew  will  conduct  a  variety  of  scientific  experiments  and  engage  in 

spacewalks  to  maintain  the  ISS.  The  Axiom-4  mission  is  part  of  a  broader  effort  to  expand 

commercial access to space.

Axiom Space, the private company behind the mission, aims to provide services such as research, 

training, and space tourism. NASA will provide further updates as the undocking date approaches.

“I am so proud that ISRO has been able to collaborate with national institutions all over the country  

and come up with some fantastic research which I am doing on the station for all the scientists and 

researchers. It is exciting and a joy to do this,” Shukla said in an interaction with Axiom Space 

Chief Scientist Lucie Low on Wednesday.

The  sprouts  experiment  is  led  by  two  scientists  -  Ravikumar  Hosamani  of  the  University  of 

Agricultural Sciences, Dharwad and Sudheer Siddapureddy of the Indian Institute of Technology, 

Dharwad. Once returned to Earth, the seeds will be cultivated over several generations to examine 

changes in their genetics, microbial ecosystems and nutritional profiles, a statement from Axiom 

Space said.

In another experiment, Shukla deployed and stowed microalgae, which are being investigated for 

their potential to produce food, oxygen and even biofuels. Their resilience and versatility make 

them ideal for supporting human life on long-duration missions.

Shukla also captured images for the crop seeds experiment, where six varieties will be grown over 

multiple generations post-mission. The goal is to identify plants with desirable traits for genetic 

analysis for sustainable farming in space. Shukla said his research tasks on the space station 

spanned various domains and disciplines.

“Right from doing stem cell research and looking at the effect of microgravity on seeds, evaluating 

the cognitive load on astronauts while they are interacting with screens onboard the station. It has 

been fantastic. I feel proud to be this kind of a bridge between the researchers and the station and 

do the research on behalf of them,” he said.

“One particular research I am really excited about is stem cell research where scientists are trying 

to  explore  whether  it  is  possible  to  accelerate  recovery  or  growth  or  repair  injury  by  adding 

supplements to stem cells. It has been great to work in the Glove Box doing this research for them. 

I am really excited to be doing this,” Shukla said.

https://www.dailypioneer.com/2025/india/shubhanshu-shukla-turns-farmer-in-space--grows-

methi.html

*
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Research needs more funds, less red tape 
Source: The Tribune, Dt. 10 Jul 2025
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