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Kourou, July 9: After four
years of delays, Europe’s
new Ariane 6 rocket is set
to blast off for the first
time on Tuesday, carrying
with it the continent’s hop-
es of regaining independ-
ent access to space.

The inaugural flight of
the European Space Agen-
cy’s (ESA) most powerful
rocket yet is scheduled to
launch from Europe’s spa-
ceport in Kourou, French
Guiana at 3pm local time
(1800 GMT).

Since the last flight of
the rocket’s workhorse pr-
edecessor, Ariane 5, a year

ago, Europe has been
unable to launch satellites
or other missions into
space without relying on
rivals such as Elon Musk’s
US firm SpaceX.

So many will be nervous-
ly watching the launch,
hoping it can bring an end
to a difficult era for Euro-
pean space efforts.

Historically, nearly half
of the first launches of
new rockets have ended in
failure. That includes Ari-
ane 5, which exploded mo-
ments after liftoff in 1996
— but out of its 117 laun-
ches over nearly 20 years,

Teams on the ground

would only be able to
breathe our first sigh of relief
when the first satellites have
been released an hour and
six minutes after liftoff.

— TONY DOS SANTOS

ESA's Kourou
technical manager

only one other
would fail.
Everyone at the Kourou
launch site, which is sur-
rounded by jungle on the
South American coast, is
hoping history does not

flight

repeat for Ariane 6.

“There is an element of
risk because it is a first
flight, but we have tried to
reduce this as much as
possible, so we are confide-
nt,” said Philippe Baptiste,
head of France’s CNES
space agency.

Tony dos Santos, the ES-
A’s Kourou technical man-
ager, said that teams on
the ground would only be
able to “breathe our first
sigh of relief when the
first satellites have been
released” an hour and six
minutes after liftoff.

From dawn in Kourou,

the vast metal structure
housing the rocket will be
moved away, unsheathing
the 56-metre (183 feet) beh-
emoth. From 10am, its
tanks will start to be filled
with fuel.

From that point, any ph-
ysical intervention would
force the tanks to be emp-
tied, requiring a 48-hour
launch postponement, the
ESA’s launch base project
manager Michel Rizzi
said. Concealed in a near-
by bunker, more than 200
experts in the launch cen-
tre will scrutinise the roc-
ket until liftoff. — AFP

st FLGHT Historically, nearly half of the first new rocket launches have bheen failures

urope’s new Ariane 6 rocket set to blast off

Ariane 6 rocket moves to
the launch pad at the Guia-
na Space Centre, French
Guiana, on Tuesday. — AFP/.:
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI/MOSCOW

Taking cognisance of India’s
call to end the recruit-
ment of Indians as support
staff to the Russian military,
Russia has broadly heeded to
this and also agreed to ensure
repatriation of those still work-
ing in the force, sources said on
Tuesday.

It is learnt that Moscow agreed
to release the Indians after the
issue was brought up by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi dur-
ing an informal meeting with
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Monday night. The
Russian president hosted a
private dinner for the Indian
prime minister at the former’s
residence in Novo-Ogaryovo
on the outskirts of Moscow late
on Monday evening.

Modi on Monday began a
two-day high-profile visit to
Russia for the 22nd India-
Russia annual summit with
President Putin, his first trip
since the start of Moscow’s
invasion of Ukraine.

Last month, Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said
the issue of Indian nationals
serving with the Russian Army
remains a matter of “utmost
concern’ and demanded action
from Moscow over it.

Moscow agrees to repatriate all Indians
operating as support staff to Russian military

An announcement on Russia’s
decision to discharge all the
Indians working as support
staff to the Russian Army is
expected to be made after
summit talks between Modi
and Putin on Tuesday. Russia
has broadly agreed to our
request on the issue, the
sources said.

On June 11, India said two
Indian nationals, who were
recruited by the Russian Army,
had been killed in the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine conflict, which
took the number of such
deaths to four.

Following the deaths of two
Indians, the MEA demanded a
“verified stop” to further
recruitment of Indian nation-

als by the Russian Army.

In a stronfly-worded state-
ment, it said India demanded
that there be a “verified stop to
any further recruitment of
Indian nationals by the Russian
Army” and that such activities
would not be in “consonance
with our partnership”

Earlier in March, 30-year-old
Hyderabad resident
Mohammed Asfan succumbed
to injuries sustained while
serving with the Russian
troops on the frontlines with
Ukraine. In February, Hemal
Ashwinbhai Mangua, a 23-
year-old resident of Surat, died
in a Ukrainian air strike while
serving as a “security helper”

in the Donetsk region. A
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