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Padmashri Dr. Prakasha Amte, Mandatai Amte & Dr. Tessy Thomas, India's
First Missile Woman, at 3rd Convocation of Sanjay Ghodawat University

Sanjay Ghodawat University (SGU), the educational arm of the Sanjay Ghodawat Group (SGG),
had its 3rd Convocation Ceremony on March 2, 2022, at 2 p.m. at the University campus in Atigre,
Kolhapur. The Chief Guests for the convocation were eminent social workers, Padmashri
Dr. Prakash Amte and his wife, Dr. Mandakini Amte, who dedicated their entire lives and career as
doctors to serving the tribals and wildlife in Gadchiroli.

&) Sanjay Ghodawat University
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Padmashri Dr. Prakasha Amte, Mandatai Amte & Dr. Tessy Thomas, India's First Missile
Woman at 3rd Convocation of the Sanjay Ghodawat University

The convocation began with the graduands marching in procession. Mr. Jayprakash
Patil (Liberal Arts Faculty) and Ms. Snehal Shinde (MBA Faculty) greeted the dignitaries,
graduands, and visitors with a warm welcome to the convocation ceremony.

During the occasion, a short film about Dr. Prakash and Mandakini Amte's honorable effort was
screened. Padmashri Dr. Prakash Amte spoke about his father, Padmashri Baba Amte, and how he
was moved by the plight of the tribal people and wanted to help them. It is this legacy that
Prakashji and his wife, Mandakini are carrying forward. He highlighted how they began with no
expectations, but the love and support they received from society was overwhelming. He reminded
the graduates to never lose sight of the importance of using their degree to benefit society and
contribute via social service.



Following the speech, the University conferred the Honorius Causa Doctor of Science Degree to
Dr. Tessy Thomas -- India's First Missile Woman, a DRDO scientist. In her address, she urged the
graduates to prepare themselves for the 21st-century challenges of the world. Mr. Sanjeev Shinde,
CEO from Jasons Lab, Dr. J. Girish popular educationist, Dr. Sunil Pawar scientist at IITM,
Dr. Amrish Kulkarni, scientist at Swinburn University, Australia, were also conferred 'Honorary
Professorship' by Sanjay Ghodawat University.

Mr. Sanjay Ghodawat, President of SGU, congratulated all degree holders in his Presidential
Address. He emphasized the significance of being grounded while they strive for the stars. He also
stressed the significance of being ethical in one's transactions in order to be truly successful. He
stated that "Success is measured not by how much money you have, but by how much you can
offer to society."

More than 750 students from Technology, Management, Commerce, Liberal Arts, Architecture,
Science, Pharmacy, and other disciplines received their graduate, post-graduate, and doctoral
degrees in the convocation ceremony.

Other dignitaries present during this time were the Trustee, Mr. Vinayak Bhosale, Vice-
Chancellor, Dr. Arun Patil, Registrar, Dr. Vivek Kayande, Academic Dean, Dr. Uttam Jadhav,
Controller of Examinations, Mr.Pritam Nikam, and CFO, Mr. Prakash Desai.

https://www.prnewswire.com/in/news-releases/padmashri-dr-prakasha-amte-mandatai-amte-amp-dr-tessy-
thomas-india-s-first-missile-woman-at-3rd-convocation-of-sanjay-ghodawat-university-804359790.html
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T FE A ey R A adIre Az A aR Ry E-iffee Afad
Y TFHAS (WRA-ved de7 Farey fafasy) araaa &1 3gaea faan

gfar & T B gafdd R g #Aoal ¥ Aved & Qv qamEr &t 3R o F
T aisdT Feaer #1 rEarer
mmaﬁﬁm%maﬁﬁaagéaﬁmtaﬁtﬁmﬁaﬁﬁammmaﬁ%ﬂm
EE]

W AT A Toeny @ A 07 AW, 2022 # IR ad sE-dfafhe Afedr goy
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CaRT &1 IS | AT Ty g o Rifhcar dar i e o Jar & fAT v Agcaqor
Q—T—iﬂ%mﬁaﬁﬁwd\g@w%mm%wﬁ?ﬁ*écq‘i$3wlqlé
yihfae AR A AfAT 39erst g el & T 7 q98 Hegare gadr gfafkar &
arelt # § AR deRar H1 vk ddad B & ®d &1 el aRd AfAe/aATTaw/ary
e T 377 IRAR 3N aRsel a1 rcaftien geidr & QY HaRe, 3TaRcH®, g
RAfrcar c@HTer &I gerar ¢ 3R 38 FaRd Fa & fav vewuATE $Hr Jg=r $
FFAG #T fawT "Ue AR, AAREd, Ffed 3R e (@gEv) g d de
TAELY WA gl FFAGA 10 AR, 2022 d& ToEn, @@ 36T g RAfhcar #
eI 3N TYFT A B TG gl THA MRAAA/DIFIC AfShel HAT, gliishel
ARRES, fies Tor), Fies waedf@ar, vlives 3R 7l ARRAT swedr anfe afka
S Hgcaqul fawar enfder g
FAGT # 38 ¥ AHWF Ul & 600 & 3’¥d ARG IR fageh gfafafear & smer
forar| guasmsvasidedsiva fr e @fAfd & 20 weEdt @1 v gfafaftese
TEAAA AT Tg AT A & fov a5 ool 7 g1 gfafafr iR gear ax =t &
110 fasgl o ST X 3eIs1d ATST AT
W #f A #As-19 F 3T FlldAT & FAUE A A TThrATH 3R
JUHNTSTASIHATHINNTH SaRT HHS 1S FAgeaqul fHeT I HUGAT HT| 3ogied gl
fo 3rcq dIarae afe, HisEer IR @™ W ogeE IR HEUET H NEAFAT S
feerendil & dTaele oo & ast # Rfdhcar fauell, Aeie JA & Faaadr degh 3R
THRT & &I 9 TS AR BN A ol T, S AGHART & GRIeT ST dHG aralt
T Heg H & faw M a9 &
T #& A Fgl fh o ar af & AYfd H@el # cgauml H gy A, a3, 31y
fafercar 3myfd, St $r estdr gARYT wia R ITAR &1 Fhedr & TR & Slelel
& fov gafad a7 yomelr # [Aef@d Far =T g7 @ 6 3M9er & IHT 9
el & TEHE el Toh Tgo & T FHg 3R IHAT A IR HAT| hedrsd T
el dTeil I LT & U HIeihicl TR &Y 3§ Hdifedd f6har a@r| I d9 sqiav
T EIT FAMh §A- P AT T 39 & AT §T AHAfeh Sfiae, ST A 3R
T & A e d Sl gER odll I 3T  I@A & IRURSE IO T s @]
3ol el o Tg Grs A, Qs A 3R A FOR & YfAs A & e &
Y AT| 35T FoT K AT A W R i FAAAT F AN F F AT 3w
qrefeeh 3137 o fafdest HeTalel S0 W Yehler STel g
Wl A A Fer R SS-ARAfhe F1 AR "agda FgredA” (gfar TR aRar &) @
T I gelfar g1 3egie 2018 & fHamqy & A9Rr o SR A TUHAT AT Aeln
G & HeweT F1 A fFAT g 3w A R sSr-ufafe v Fadd, g,
FATERN 81T & foU @WeT B, S Wi 3R #ASf T v @rem Giel 7wl S Arider
HAT gl SHA 36 @l & Wl USSl & WY-AY ¥ N afAe §, oerdh sae
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T 75 A o7 Rfhcar & #Aged 3R gfAar & Faeey @l yaidd i arel Heal W
¢ell & g HEANIT Fe T IIThdl W AR G| 3egial adA aReed &I g #
T@d gu Rfhcar g AR Rfecar gfeor # ok gurR &1 3eas Fd gu
FET 6 TFATT & e 5 W FoR-aer gl & v srReHe goml 38l +aT &
Ifg 3T FT AT TEd § o TR FT AT HAT d¢ HlaAl §HM gHAT foralr i
&9 A 3 & AT 737 Folad 3R Farar &IdQQ¢%Iﬂ§TQ€W§?ﬁ§§%
daraR @ A §AR a1 AR FaH Rfecar 3fORRal g@arm sa-gEd darRt #i
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TG gU A Toey g A Fer fF WER Al B 3Th TY TG F AT
3ifte SFAeIRAr ¢ & faeara axar g1 Affiea qaf & aar F srRRa A3t $r
fAgfFa 3R AsR & fAav sreEr-sreer ot 81 6RA & AR A 7 had w@eey
CEHTT A & ®G H dfos 9N & 3TUdA TR W 30 aAded & ALIHA § W@y
Tty ST & HHAT A e T gfdfced R gl

3Yal TARTT HINUT H TURUAUH o Sloil Fold aisd USRS Ioid &dl of 39cdierd
giorar # HoT TArELg S@HT I ARSI TR YR STell| 3egial AT foh qEaeled T
3T SARINAT HI TS FAT AR TSeF & &g v aifadfier Acafeher a=iem gl
UTHUATH & ol o U= STeehd & digdiv giaar # Sifae 3muer & ek fafeear
gfaferar $r AT Foller H TATIROT A 8 FdcaTrehe TATI

Jud Adr F FAE Tl R sfie amder @ fAer & dslt § sgerd aRewdt &
fafhcar galfaal &1 aEe & & fdT a=m s gomel 3R vh 9 wH AR S
HEcd W YA STelll Jogiel WS &l asf # HARTAAS & ddele JFAdT $Hi
AT R & AT 6RA F Uegare AT seequast f1 ALg dAllas ST d@ier
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TAHAATYA o JET AT AT 3rglal ‘dfRaeh Ty Jelfaar 3R vk digehe giaar
A Aded & AR W O M 5H FAW W TCHUATH & et 3R
JUHSTSTASINTHISNTH &I HHS Holel GaRT I &I § Teh $-TATRA HT faaTe=T
foram aram

Link : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx? PRID=1803646
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Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh virtually inaugurates four-day Indo-Pacific
Military Health Exchange conference
e C(alls for innovation & increased international co-operation to deal with issues that
affect the health of the world
e Government aims to provide enhanced roles & responsibilities to women in Armed
Forces: RM
Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh virtually inaugurated, on March 07, 2022, the four-day Indo-
Pacific Military Health Exchange (IPMHE) conference co-hosted by Armed Forces Medical
Services (AFMS) and US Indo-Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM). Shri Rajnath Singh
described medical service as an important pillar for any military, saying that in addition to their
own combat-related duties, they are the most valuable second responders in times of natural and
man-made calamities & crises and are in a perpetual state of readiness. He lauded the AFMS for
promoting and delivering preventive, curative, rehabilitative medical care to the serving
soldier/sailor/airman and their families and the veterans with utmost professionalism.
The theme of the conference is ‘Military Healthcare in a Volatile, Uncertain, Complex and
Ambiguous (VUCA) World’. The conference, which will continue till March 10, 2022, aims to
enhance cooperation and jointmanship in military medicine. It will cover many important topics
including operational/combat medical care, tropical medicine, field surgery, field anaesthesia,
aviation & marine medicine emergencies etc.
The conference is attended by more than 600 Indian and foreign delegates from over 38 countries.
A delegation of 20 members from the organising committee of the USINDOPACOM is in New
Delhi to co-host the conference. The delegates and speakers will interact and share experiences
over the four days on 110 topics.
The Raksha Mantri commended the significant role played by AFMS and USINDOPACOM in
addressing the challenges posed by COVID-19. He said, despite limitations such as short warning
period, pressure on existing infrastructure and disparity in resources, the last two years have
brought out the very best amongst the medical fraternity, civil society volunteer groups and
governments which went out of the way to help those in need during the pandemic.
“The last two years have witnessed best practices being developed to overcome disruptions in
supply chain, ensure availability of drugs, other medical supplies, vaccines and the knowhow of
treatment breakthroughs. We witnessed the Armed Forces criss-cross the seas and skies to reach
those who needed assistance in times of calamity. Protocols were designed and implemented to
safeguard those who remained in frontline duties. All this became possible because our global
village upheld the traditional virtues of community living, sharing and placing the larger good
before self. And it was accompanied by modern day advances of shared learning, shared
5



knowledge and shared communication,” the Raksha Mantri said. He added that this collective
experience has highlighted various invaluable lessons for facing similar challenges in the future.

The Raksha Mantri stated that the idea of Indo-Pacific reflects the sentiment of ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ (the world is one family). He recalled Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s address
at the Shangri La Dialogue in Singapore in 2018 where he had said “The Indo-Pacific stands for a
free, open, inclusive region, which embraces all in a common pursuit of progress and prosperity. It
includes all nations in this geography as also others beyond who have a stake in it.” This sentiment,
Shri Rajnath Singh said, is best exemplified by the contribution of the medical profession that has
universally been considered noble.

Shri Rajnath Singh praised the meaningful impact of the IPMHE in the field of military medicine
across the world through a sustained professional collaboration between doctors, nurses, dentists
and medical administrators. “The IPMHE has clearly proved their ability to deliver health care
under the most trying circumstances. This has been achieved through hard training, perseverance
and motivation over many years, which our health care professionals in uniform have in
abundance. To make the impact of military medicine more meaningful, Armed Forces of various
countries and the USINDOPACOM have created an important platform in the form of this
conference for sharing experiences and facilitate gainful learning,” he said. The Raksha Mantri
appreciated the fact that the IPMHE is addressing contemporary, real-time and relevant issues
pertaining to military medicine, humanitarian assistance, disaster relief, infectious diseases,
medical logistics and related issues.

The Raksha Mantri stressed on the importance of military medicine and the need for increased
cooperation among countries in issues that affect the health of the world. He called for continued
improvement in medical research and medical training, keeping with the present scenario, saying
that the deliberations on these during the conference will be beneficial to all. “If you want
something new, you have to stop doing something old. Therefore, new creations and innovations
are necessary for the advancement in any field. I am glad to know that the innovation session will
showcase in-house innovations by our young and able medical officers,” he added.

Sharing his views on the important role played by women in the Armed Forces across the world,
Shri Rajnath Singh said, the Government believes in providing enhanced responsibilities to women
at par with their male counterparts. “Different countries have different terms of engagement and
employment for women in uniform. In India, women have distinguished themselves in the field of
Combat Medical Care, not only as health care providers but also through their leadership at the
highest level of the profession,” he said.

In his welcome address, DG AFMS Surgeon Vice Admiral Rajat Datta highlighted the role of
military healthcare in an unpredictable world. He brought out that the purpose of the conference is
to share knowledge and create a dynamic networking among nations. The DGAFMS also
sensitised the environment about planning medical response during biological disaster in a VUCA
world in his talk.

Command Surgeon, US Navy Rear Admiral Pamela C Miller highlighted the importance of shared
practices and team work to meet medical challenges in rapidly changing scenarios. She also
thanked India for hosting the conference despite the uncertainties in the past two years. The
keynote address was delivered by Chief Scientist, WHO Dr Soumya Swaminathan, who spoke on

‘Global Health Challenges and the role of leadership in a VUCA world’. On the occasion, an e-
souvenir was jointly released by DGAFMS and Command Surgeon, USINDOPACOM
Link : https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx? PRID=1803525
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Sri Lanka - India Bilateral Maritime Exercise Slinex

Mon, 07 Mar 2022 4:43PM

The Ninth Edition of India - Sri Lanka Bilateral Maritime Exercise SLINEX (Sri Lanka—India
Naval Exercise) is scheduled at Visakhapatnam from 07 Mar to 10 Mar 2022. The exercise is being
conducted in two phases; the Harbour Phase at Visakhapatnam on 07-08 Mar 22 followed by the
Sea Phase on 09-10 Mar 22 in the Bay of Bengal.

Sri Lanka Navy will be represented by SLNS Sayurala, an advanced offshore patrol vessel and the
Indian Navy by INS Kirch, a guided missile corvette. Other participants from the Indian Navy
include INS Jyoti, a Fleet support tanker, Advanced Light Helicopter (ALH), Seaking and Chetak
Helicopters and Dornier Maritime Patrol Aircraft. The previous edition of SLINEX was conducted
off Trincomalee in October 2020.

SLINEX aims to enhance inter-operability, improve mutual understanding and exchange best
practices and procedures for multi-faceted maritime operations between both navies. The Harbour
Phase would include professional, cultural, sporting and social exchanges. Exercises during Sea
Phase will include surface and anti-air weapon firing exercises, seamanship evolutions, aviation
operations including cross deck flying, advanced tactical manoeuvres and special forces operations
at sea. These will further enhance the high degree of inter-operability already existing between the
two navies.

SLINEX exemplifies the deep maritime engagement between India and Sri Lanka and has grown
in scope over the years to strengthen mutual cooperation, in consonance with India’s policy of
‘Neighbourhood First’ and Hon’ble PMs vision of ‘Security and Growth for All in the Region
(SAGAR)

Link: https://pib.gov.in/PressReleaselframePage.aspx? PRID=1803604

Road to self-reliance in weapons manufacturing is a long journey

Mon, 07 Mar 2022

By Bhartendu Kumar Singh

If the great power club were to be judged by military power, and the resilience and expanse of its
domestic military industrial complex, India would remain out of the club for foreseeable future.

Domestic weapons-production and great power claims have economic, philosophical, and
teleological linkages. All great powers and aspiring powers are supposed to be self-reliant in
weapons-production.

Unfortunately, India remains one of the largest arms importers (hovering between first and second
position), thereby, remaining vulnerable in competitive great power politics. However, signalling
some good days for India’s weapons-production capacity, its domestic military industrial complex
(MIC) is slowly metamorphosing into a success story. This is evident in India’s declining arms
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imports and, concurrently, increased booking for domestic manufacturers. The larger challenge,
however, is to sustain, and proliferate this paradigmatic change.

Several statistical statements allude to the new reality. The SIPRI figures claim that India’s arms
import during 2016-2020 decreased by 33 percent compared to 2011-15. India’s share in global
arms import came down from 14 to 9.5 percent. During the same period, India also slipped down
from being the largest arms importer to the second-largest after remaining at the helm for
embarrassing years. The SIPRI figures also hint, albeit indirectly, of India being the culprit for
decline in global arms trade during the same period by 0.5 percent.

But the most pleasing statements are coming from our own defence budget figures. While an
upward trend in domestic procurement has been visible for last couple of years, the armed forces
already spent 64 percent of capital budget funds of the Ministry of Defence (MoD) for fiscal year
2021-22 on India-made equipment.

While the actual figures may vary after the final accounts are available for 2021-22, this is a
revolutionary turn-around. Only few years back, we were perpetually importing 70 percent arms
from foreign suppliers. How did this turn-around take place?

SIPRI, unfortunately, would like us to believe that India’s imports decline was largely due to ‘its
complex and lengthy procurement processes’. This is at best, a hilarious proposition, since the
MoD has really worked hard to streamline and simplify procurement procedures in recent times.
Also, such casual diagnosis does not adequately explain India’s higher imports in earlier periods.

The actual reasons for the imports decline are, in fact, attributable to national resolve and public
policy initiatives in recent times. This space is too short to elaborate the measures taken through
mission-mode approach under different schemes to bring down imports. For instance, several
editions of the defence acquisition procedure have certainly provided more favourable platforms
for indigenously designed, developed, and manufactured category (IDDM) weapons. Similarly, the
strategic partnership gateway, several lists of restrictive items for imports, enhancement of FDI to
74 percent, establishment of new defence industrial corridors, and above all, corporatisation of
ordnance factories are aimed at consolidating and expanding the domestic MIC.

The political economy of this turn-around is not without concerns. First, for all the big hopes about
technology transfers taking place either through FDI, collaborative arrangements with the DRDO,
and institutional mechanisms such as the technology development fund (TDF), it is debatable if
India will readily get state-of-the-art technology in weapons-production. The MICs in all countries
guard their intellectual rights rather jealously. Techno-nationalism will ensure a generational gap in
weapons technology trade, even if this comes through the best collaborative projects.

Second, defence R&D, education, and production are all compartmentalised in the Indian context
where networked and reciprocal arrangements simply don’t co-exist. India’s MIC growth so far is
largely due to entrepreneurial State and State-led investments. Private sector participation is
marginal. The MIC proliferation will take place only if supplemented by private sector’s volitional
and enhanced investments in all sectors.

Third, India will remain a big emerging market for global arms-producing companies. It is
debatable if western companies will not bandwagon their State-supported mercantilism at some
stage to thwart and punch holes in India’s burgeoning MIC, and re-build their arms deals with
India. This apprehension gains ground since some stakeholders in India always have a fascination
for ‘foreign toys’ even if it means sabotaging domestic programmes like the ‘Maruti’ in the sixties.

If the great power club were to be judged by military power, and, in particular, the resilience and
expanse of its domestic MIC, India would remain out of the club for foreseeable future. India has a
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woeful presence in the SIPRI list of top 100 arms-producing companies — Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited, ordnance factories, and the Bharat Electronics, ranked quite low (42, 60 and 66). While
India aims at expanding the MIC size to $25 billion by 2025 along with $5 billion weapons export
basket, the road to self-reliance is a long journey.

Probably, we need to make more public policy efforts to accelerate the momentum.

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/opinion/defence-military-self-reliance-weapons-
manufacturing-tech-arms-long-journey-8202371.html

NDTV

Mon, 07 Mar 2022

Closer Defence Ties Way Forward: UK on India's Russia-Ukraine Stance

The UK foreign secretary's remark came when asked why she thought India "did not vote
alongside the other 141 countries" against Russia at UN.

Britain said on Monday that India's stance on the Russia-Ukraine conflict was the result of its
dependence on Russia and therefore the way forward would be to ensure closer economic and
defence ties between India and the UK.

Foreign Secretary Liz Truss was asked about India's stance during a hearing of the UK Parliament's
Foreign Affairs Committee (FAC), the influential cross-party panel responsible for examining the
administration and policy of the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO).

The minister confirmed that she had spoken to External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar to encourage
a stand against Russian actions in Ukraine.

"I have spoken to my counterpart, Minister Jaishankar, and encouraged India to stand against
Russia and made it very clear that we see this as a violation of sovereignty, that every country that
believes in freedom and democracy should absolutely abhor," said Truss.

"I think the issue for India is there is some level of dependence on Russia, both in terms of its
defence relationships but also in terms of its economic relationships. And I think the way forward
is for a closer economic and defence relationship with India. Both by the United Kingdom and also
our like-minded allies," she said.

Referencing the ongoing free trade agreement (FTA) negotiations, which entered its second phase
in London on Monday, the minister said the aim was to bring India closer into a circle of
democratic nations.

"I have been to India as Foreign Secretary. We are working on those closer security links, we have
done joint exercises — for example, we had the Carrier Strike Group operating with India. We are
looking at areas like security, we are now negotiating a trade agreement -- this is the way that we
are going to bring India closer into a circle of countries that support freedom, democracy and
sovereignty,” the minister added.

The chair of the FAC, Conservative Party MP Tom Tugendhat, had specifically asked Truss for her
view on why she thought India "did not vote alongside the other 141 countries" against Russia.
India has so far abstained in all Ukraine-related votes condemning Russian action at the UN,
including on a resolution each in the Security Council, General Assembly and Human Rights
Council. It has stressed on the need for an immediate end to violence in favour of a path of
diplomacy.

Link: https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/closer-defence-ties-way-forward-uk-on-indias-russia-
ukraine-stance-2809279




World Nation

Mon, 07 Mar 2022

Oceanographers in demand as US Navy expands across Pacific

The workload for the Naval Meteorological and Oceanographic Command is increasing as the US
Navy moves out to smaller ports and new operating environments around the world, according to
the command’s top leader.
The Navy’s maritime expansion is partly driven by the regular deployment of Freedom-class
coastal combat ships to the Indo-Pacific region, which began in 2019. These ships, with their
shallow draft, can enter ports that larger ships cannot. Service leadership has deferred port calls to
places such as Puerto Princesa and Davao City in both the Philippines, as examples of stops LCS
can do best thanks to their size.
This trend will likely increase under new Navy and Marine Corps operational concepts, with the
former seeking distributed maritime operations and the latter seeking smaller units that continually
maneuver island chains and coastal areas under advanced base operations.
Rear Admiral Ron Pirate, who leads the Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command at the
Stennis Space Center in Mississippi, said he had “decades of work™ stemming from requests to
support the Navy’s geographic expansion. The command is leveraging unmanned and semi-
autonomous technologies as well as a global network of partners to help the Navy obtain the
information it needs to succeed.
Pirate told Defense News in an interview on February 16 that METOCs are well represented in
large deployment units such as carrier strike groups, but with the Navy planning to spread its
forces, “can we provide the same level of support? can, the same strategic advantage of
independent employers in a place where maybe communication is poor or rejected? So it has given
us a challenge not only do we collect the data, but how do we structure the data and then we How
do we distribute that data, so it’s available to these different types of platforms and warships.”
He added that US naval and combined capabilities can be more or less effective depending on
weather and oceanographic factors — as can the capabilities of potential adversaries — so
understanding the environment below and above the ocean can help fleet commanders plan their
missions. Might help to make . And when it matters. ,
The research vessel Kilo Moana recovered several US Navy oceanographic ghders in the Pacific
Ocean on October 25, 2021. (Captain David :
Martin / US Navy)
When the Navy wants to operate in an area
that the command has not yet surveyed, the
go-to systems may be T-AGS Pathfinder-
class oceanographic survey ships operated
by Military Sealift Command. Piret said
there are only a handful in inventory, and so
the command is considering options.
Options include sending in an unmanned
craft with sensors, detecting light and
carrying technology off an aircraft over
shallow water, sending an expeditionary
crew with their kit on board a ship of
opportunity, or the host country or nearby Rescarch vessel Kilo Moana recovered several U.S. Navy
partners. Including requesting help from. oceanography gliders in the Pacific Ocean
Piret also serves as the Navy’s
hydrographer, a role in which he collaborates with the International Hydrographic Organization.
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He added that this decades-long effort to establish mapping standards that ensure the safety of
navigation has brought together not only countries that have the capability to do mapping
themselves, but also countries that need to develop some hydrography capability, he added. are not
trying.

Through this collaboration, it may be that the US Navy seeks to attempt operations in a new
smaller port in the Pacific. Or the host country may be interested in conducting hydrographic
surveys so that not only can the US Navy enter, but also commercial traffic. Or a third party may
also be interested in conducting the survey on behalf of the US and the host country.

Pirate said the military and commercial benefits are intertwined, which could help many interested
parties meet some of the growing requirements to survey ports and harbors when the US Navy has
Don’t have the ability to do it alone.

Megan Eckstein is a naval warfare reporter at Defense News. She has covered military news since
2009 with a focus on US Navy and Marine Corps operations, takeover programs and budgets. She
has reported from four geographic fleets and is happiest when she is recording stories from a single
ship. Megan is a University of Maryland alumna.

Link: https://worldnationnews.com/oceanographers-in-demand-as-us-navy-expands-across-

pacific/
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How the tech community has rallied to Ukraine’s cyber-defence
By Joyce Hakmeh and Esther Naylor

From an army of volunteers to EU and Nato teams, the variety of online actors working for the
cause is unprecedented.

As the conflict in Ukraine escalates, expert cyber-watchers have been speculating about the kind of
cyber-attacks that Russia might conduct. Will the Kremlin turn off Ukraine’s power grid, dismantle
Ukraine’s transport system, cut off the water supply or target the health system? Or would
cybercriminals operating from Russia, who could act as proxies for the Russian regime, conduct
these activities?

Over the past decade, Ukraine has experienced many major cyber-attacks, most of which have
been attributed to Russia. From election interference in 2014, which compromised the central
electoral system and jeopardised the integrity of the democratic process; to a hack and blackout
attack in a first-of-its-kind fully remote cyber-attack on a power grid in 2015, resulting in
countrywide power outages; to one of the costliest malicious software attacks, NotPetya, in 2017,
which significantly disrupted access to banking and government services in Ukraine and,
subsequently, spilled over to France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Russia, the UK, the US and
Australia.

On the eve of 13 January, as troops were amassing along the Ukrainian border, about 70 Ukrainian
government websites were taken down due to “unauthorised interference”, dubbed WhisperGate.
The following day, these websites were defaced with a political threat that Ukrainian data had been
leaked and with a warning to “be afraid and expect the worst”. The attacks did not stop there.
Almost a month later, further denial of service attacks took down government websites and state-
owned banking services. The UK, US and Australia were quick to publicly attribute the attacks to
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Russia, and name and shame the military intelligence arm of the Russian armed forces (GRU) as
responsible for the attacks.

In response to the Russian threat, there have been unprecedented efforts by private and government
entities — and even individuals — to support Ukraine’s cyber resilience.

Responding to cyber-attacks and building national cyber resilience has never been — and will never
be — the sole responsibility of governments. It requires a whole-of-society approach grounded in
international cooperation efforts. For the first time since its inception, the EU rapid cyber response
team, with capabilities to detect and respond to a variety of threats, and headed by Lithuania, was
deployed to help defend against cyber-attacks targeting Ukraine. The Romanian national
cybersecurity agency and a cybersecurity company called Bitdefender launched a public-private
partnership to provide pro bono technical support and threat intelligence to Ukraine’s government,
businesses and citizens for “as long as it is necessary”. Nato, which has been working for a number
of years with Ukraine to increase its cyber defences, signed an agreement a few weeks before the
invasion aimed at enhancing cyber cooperation with Ukraine.

The tech community leveraged its resources and knowledge to expose cyber-attacks and threats,
and limit their spread. Shortly after WhisperGate, Microsoft shared technical analysis on the tools
and techniques used in the attack and recommendations for those affected, and it continues to do
so. The Slovakia-based cybersecurity firm ESET exposed the nefarious component of
the HermeticWiper malware attacks in February, a malware designed with a component aimed at
“wiping” the data out of systems. This timely technical analysis provided vital information to
security experts and governments about the technical steps that should be put in place to mitigate
and protect against hacks.

At the same time, efforts within Ukraine started to materialise. In what has been referred to as an
unprecedented effort in the midst of an armed conflict, a whole “IT army” of volunteers was
assembled in response to a request by the minister of digital transformation to support the country’s
cyber-defence efforts, with reports of some even operating from within bomb shelters.

The solidarity shown so far is unprecedented and a testament to the benefits and potential of
collective action across sectors and communities. As the war continues, this solidarity will become
even more important.

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2022/mar/07/tech-community-rallied-ukraine-cyber-
defence-eu-nato
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