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Insufficient manpower in DRDO  
for research: Parl Panel 

By: The Siasat Daily 
New Delhi: Manpower in Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is 

“grossly insufficient” for carrying out committed research and development projects, pointed the 
standing committee report on Demands for Grants for DRDO. 

Further, the report also flagged that in the last five years, a total 131 scientists have left 
DRDO on personal grounds. 

The report states that since 2001, DRDO has been managing with same authorization in spite 
of more than six fold increase in budget outlay. 

Presently, authorized strength of scientists in DRDO is 7,353 while existing strength is 7,068. 
The percentage of scientists in DRDO is 30 percent of total strength of DRDO. 

The Committee noted that “the current manpower is grossly insufficient for committed 
research and development projects”. 

In 2010, Manpower Planning Board (MPB) had recommended for increasing manpower by 
4966. Ministry of Finance recommended 1316 posts. 

However, the case is pending with the Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS). 
After a lapse of 10 years since MPB recommended sanctioning of posts in 2010, there had 

been no addition in sanctioned strength. 
The panel urged that Ministry of Defence to make efforts to cadre review and revision of 

sanctioning of strength of scientists in DRDO, commensurate with increased number of projects 
and work. 

Also, the case of 436 posts already approved by the Ministry of Finance in phase I and 
pending with CCS should be expedited, the report stated. 

Also, few financial incentives to arrest the brain drain of scientists from DRDO have also 
been withdrawn. 

The panel also found that provision of two additional increments for the scientists to stop 
brain drain has been withdrawn by DRDO. 

Special pay of Rs 2000 (5th Central Pay Commission) and Rs 4000 (6th Central Pay 
Commission) granted to scientists has been discontinued in 7th Central Pay Commission as part 
of list of allowances recommended for abolition. 
https://www.defencenews.in/article/Insufficient-manpower-in-DRDO-for-research-Parl-Panel-809723 
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DRDO's research centre to be  
moved to NIL building soon 

Kolkata: The dedicated research centre of Defence Research and Development Organisation 
(DRDO) set up in collaboration with Jadavpur University (JU) will soon be moved to the 
National Instruments Ltd (NIL) building just opposite to gate number 4 of the university. 

The centre's main purpose is to tap talent from the university in the defence sector. Christened 
as Jagadish Chandra Bose Centre for Advanced Technology (JCBCAT) the centre started 
functioning from a small space inside the campus of the varsity only a few months back. The 
university is hopeful that if everything goes according to plan, the shift from the campus to the 
renovated NIL building will take another three to four months time. 

The three-storeyed building is now being renovated and a part of this building will be 
dedicated to JCBCAT. "40 per cent of the developed space will be used by DRDO and the rest 
60 per cent will remain with us," said Chiranjib Bhattacharjee, Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the 
varsity. 

NIL was a central public sector enterprise under the administrative control of the Department 
of Heavy Industry. As it became sick, its assets, liabilities and manpower were transferred to JU 
on January 1, 2009, under the Board for Industrial and Financial Reconstruction (BIFR) 
sanctioned revival scheme. 

JU had taken NIL from the Department of Heavy Industry on a 297 years lease and then it 
was sub leased to DRDO. "The latter is now renovating the building for an advanced Centre 
there," a JU official said. 

According to sources in the university, 20 projects will be taken up at the Centre related to 
three broad research verticals; Unmanned Robotics, Direct Energy and Cyber Security. 

"The JCBCAT's mandate is to work in the three verticals and all the output should be useful to 
the defence sector. Work has already begun in four to five projects, with 100 research scholars 
involved," a source in the university said. 

Presently the Centre has six scientists including its director G G Dutta, four technical officers 
and two administrative staff members. 

The JU researchers have earlier helped in DRDO's missile programme with some crucial 
components being developed there. 
http://www.millenniumpost.in/kolkata/drdos-research-centre-to-be-moved-to-nil-building-soon-
405381?infinitescroll=1 

 


