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However, a new Russian air defence system could well occupy centre stage in next year’s parade, 
with delivery of the first Russian S-400 Triumf missile units slated for late-2020. India has defied 
strong pressure from Washington in going ahead with the purchase of five S-400 units from Russia for 
$5.43 billion.  

In addition to the large number of weapons systems that debuted in this years parade – including the 
Chinook and Apache helicopters, the K-9 Vajra-T and the DRDO’s promising Astra missile (in the 
DRDO’s tableau) – the military scored two other significant firsts on Sunday. 

For the first time, the prime minister paid homage to soldiers, sailors and airmen who had laid down 
their lives for the country at a new location – the National War Memorial that was inaugurated last 
February. Until now, prime ministers have paid homage at the Amar Jawan Jyothi (eternal flame) 
memorial at India Gate. 

Also unprecedented was the presence of a tri-service Chief – the newly created appointement of 
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS), to which former army chief, General Bipin Rawat, was appointed on 
the new year. The prime minister and president were, for the first time, received by four general rank 
officers – the CDS and the three service Chiefs. 
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Assam: Tezpur University to  
host mega food convention 

The Association of Food Scientists & Technologists (India), AFSTI Tezpur Chapter, is going to 
organize the 27th Indian Convention of Food Scientists and Technologists (ICFoST). 

The event is hosted by the Department of Food Engineering and Technology, Tezpur University in 
Assam’s Sonitpur district from January 30 to February 1, 2020. 

The theme this year for the convention is ‘Raising Agro-processing and Integrated Novel 
Technologies for Boosting Organic Wellness (RAINBOW)’. 

This theme will focus mainly on the integrated development of organic capital of the nation, 
especially the Northeast to promote agro-processing, food safety and the advanced technologies for 
enhancing the organic wellness. 

During the conference, over 50 leading food scientists, researchers and policy makers from across 
the country will share their experience and knowledge and the young students will share their 
innovative ideas to fulfil the objectives of the convention. 

Some of the prominent names include CFTRI, Mysuru, DRDO, New Delhi, DFRL, Mysuru, IIT, 
Kharagpur, IIFPT, Thanjavur, NIFTEM, Sonipat and SLIET and many more. 

The food industry personnel from across the country are also attending the convention for bridging 
the gap between academia and industry. 

These include Exelon Foodbio Advisors Private Limited, Mumbai, Marico Mumbai, Kaleesuwari 
Refinery Private Limited, Chennai, Food Ingredient Specialities Private Limited, Chennai, Adani-
Wilmar, Suhana, FIL and Johnson & Johnsen. 

NABARD and FSSAI are also actively participating in the event. 
A Food and wellness expo will also be organized during the convention. 
The convention will be inaugurated on January 30 at Tezpur University in the presence of Dr AK 

Singh, DG Life Sciences, DRDO as Chief Guest. 
The organizing patrons, Prof Vinod Kumar Jain, the Vice Chancellor, Tezpur University, Dr KSMS 

Raghavarao, director, CSIR-CFTRI, Mysuru and Dr Anil DuttSemwal, director DRDO-DFRL, 
Mysuru and president of AFSTI, Dr V Baskaran will grace the inaugural event. 

AFSTI officials said the AGBM of the AFSTI will also be organized during the conference. 
https://nenow.in/north-east-news/assam/assam-tezpur-university-to-host-mega-food-convention.html 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 




