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BrahMos to test airborne early warning

aircraft Killer missile soon - Aerospace Chief

BrahMos Aerospace has been aiming to develop a hypersonic version of a missile that will be able
to hit the target five times faster than the speed of sound. Jointly developed by India and Russia, the
versatile BrahMos missile will be used by the Indian Armed Forces.

BrahMos Aerospace, an Indo-Russian joint venture,
will soon be used to test an air-to-air missile system
capable of destroying airborne warning and control
systems.

“We are thinking to develop the air-to-air version with
anti-AWACS capability. The range can be in excess of
400-500 km and the test will be sometime in the near
future,” Mishra said in an interview with the online
Manorama daily.

Defence sources told Sputnik that the missile can even hit enemy surveillance systems, enemy
refuelling aircraft, and transporters from long distance.

The Indian Air Force (IAF) is dependent upon the Russian missiles to destroy long-range radar
surveillance and control systems for air defense. However, as Pakistan, India's neighboring state, could
eventually purchase longer range killer missile from China, the IAF has shown interest in a missile
that can destroy the enemy radar system from afar.

Earlier this month, India’s Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) Chief
Satheesh Reddy claimed the country had received many queries about the BrahMos system.

"BrahMos supersonic cruise missile is one of the most important products that we are looking to
export. We have received many queries about the missile system."

At least 14 countries have shown an interest in BrahMos supersonic cruise missile system. The
Philippine's Secretary of National Defence Delfin Lorenzana announced on 16 December that Manila
is set to order the system from India in 2020 as part of its military modernisation programme.

“We expect (signing the agreement) sometime in April or May,” Praveen Pathak, the chief general
manager for marketing and export of the Russian-Indian joint venture BrahMos Aerospace told
reporters on 19 January.
https://www.defencenews.in/article/BrahMos-to-Test-Airborne-Early-Warning-Aircraft-Killer-Missile-
Soon---Aerospace-Chief-809295
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Ready to help India on Tejas and advanced
combat aircraft projects: Lockheed Martin

""We are very open to any requirement from the government of India or the Indian
Air Force for any help for the Tejas as well as the AMCA (advanced multi-role
combat aircraft) project,” Vivek Lall, vice president of Strategy and Business
Development for Lockheed Martin told PTI in an interview without divulging specific

New Delhi: US aerospace giant Lockheed Martin has offered to help India in its multibillion dollar
programme to develop a next generation advanced multi-role combat aircraft and boost capability of
the Tejas fighter jet.

The offer by the US aerospace firm comes ahead of President Donald Trump's maiden visit to India
on February 24-25 during which both strategic partners are expected to further expand defence and
military cooperation.

Vivek Lall, vice president of Strategy and Business Development for Lockheed Martin, said the
company is "very open" to assisting India in further development of the Tejas combat jet as well as the
ambitious next generation aircraft.

"We are very open to any requirement from the government of India or the Indian Air Force for any
help for the Tejas as well as the AMCA (advanced multi-role combat aircraft) project," Lall told PTI
in an interview without divulging specifics.

The indigenously developed Tejas has been a showpiece project of India being implemented by the
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) and the Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA). Both HAL and
ADA are now focusing on an upgraded version of Tejas to make it a world class plane.

India is also working on an ambitious USD 5 billion project to develop a fifth-generation medium
weight deep penetration fighter jet to significantly bolster its air power capability.

Lall showcased Lockheed Martin's F-21 jet as an attractive option for IAF's hunt to procure a batch
of 118 fighter planes, saying choosing the American jet will link India to a USD 165 billion worth
global aerospace eco-system.

"Once you get a platform like the F21, that is just start of a very long-term relationship for future
configurations that India desires, future platforms that India wants to develop," he said.

Eyeing the IAF's USD 18 billion deal, Lockheed Martin has exclusively offered its newly rolled out
F-21 fighter to India and even promised to set up a manufacturing facility in India if the company gets
the contract.

The company said it will not sell the jet to any other country if it wins the contract for the 114 jets.

Hard-selling F-21 as the best platform for the IAF, he said the aircraft, a derivative of the F-16, will
have 40 per cent more weapons package then its competitors.

Asked about weapons package, he said the aircraft had 138 configurations. The company may look
at integrating weapons as per India's requirement subject to approval of the US government, he added.

Besides having a traditional boom-delivered refuelling facility, the F-21 also has a extendable hose-
and-drogue refuelling probe.

"This is only fighter in the world which has both the capabilities," Lall said, adding that the jet has
an unique India-specific electronic warfare suit.

"F 21 is being exclusively offered to India. It is a unique platform for India. It has several India-
unique configurations," he said.



In April last year, the IAF issued an RFI (request for information) or initial tender to acquire 114
jets at a cost of around USD 18 billion, which is billed as one of the world's biggest military
procurements in recent years.

The top contenders for the deal include Lockheed's F-21, Boeing's F/A-18, Dassault Aviation's
Rafale, the Eurofighter Typhoon, Russian aircraft MiG 35 and Saab's Gripen.

Lall said the F-21 provides all the capabilities at 30-40 per cent less cost than a twin engine aircraft.

The Lockheed executive said the F-21 has an advanced APG-83 active electronically scanned array
(AESA) radar which significantly enhances the jet's ability to track and attack more targets with higher
precision.

Defence and security ties between India and the US have been on an upswing in the last six years.
Bilateral defence trade touched USD 18 billion mark in 2019, reflecting growing defence cooperation
between the two sides.

There are indications that the two sides may announce further deepening of defence ties during
Trump's visit later this month.

Both sides have also been pushing for joint venture and collaboration between private sectors of the
two countries in defence manufacturing.

In June 2016, the US designated India a "Major Defence Partner", intending to elevate defence
trade and technology sharing with India to a level commensurate with that of its closest allies and
partners.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/lockheed-martin-says-ready-to-help-india-on-
tejas-and-amca-projects/articleshow/74117509.cms




