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Indian committee calls for  
‘complete revamp’ of DRDO 

By Jon Grevatt 
India’s Parliamentary Standing Committee on Defence has tabled a series of recommendations to 

enhance the capabilities of the country’s Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 
In a report submitted to the lower and upper houses of parliament in late December, the committee 

said that while gains had been achieved by the DRDO in recent years inadequacies in structure, 
funding, and staffing were obstacles to further improvements. 

In terms of its structure, the report noted, “The committee stressed the need for a complete revamp 
and re-orientation of DRDO functions.” The committee recommended that the DRDO needed to 
enhance collaboration with domestic private-sector businesses and academia so that research and 
development (R&D) activities can be “synergized and better co-ordination achieved”. 

The committee went on to highlight areas of defence R&D that the DRDO needed to prioritise 
given capability weaknesses in India. These included, it said, chip technologies and electronic 
components, propulsion and aero-engines, sensors, and materials. 

However, the committee added that in investigating its report it concluded that India is “self-reliant 
in many systems that DRDO is currently developing”. These systems, it said, included “missile 
systems, radars, sonars, electronic warfare systems torpedoes and recent developments [in] guns and 
ammunition”. 

The committee also highlighted concerns in funding and levels of staffing. According to the 
committee, the DRDO faces a funding shortfall in fiscal year 2019-20 of INR39.3 billion (USD551.5 
million). It said this is based on the DRDO’s required funding projection of INR229.5 billion for 
2019-20 and its actual allocation of INR190.2 billion. 

It added that while the DRDO is “managing within the allocations by reprioritising project 
activities”, it recommended that the government allocated “appropriate and adequate funding for 
DRDO projects… to enhance the indigenisation level in a true sense”. 

The committee also said that India spends “considerably less” on defence R&D than other 
prominent countries and that the government’s ‘Make in India’ vision can only become a “reality in 
the defence sector when justifiable expenditure is channelled toward research and development”. 

Similarly, the committee pointed to deficits in workforce, specifically in DRDO scientists. It said 
that the number of authorised scientists employed by the DRDO has remained at 7,255 since the early 
2000s despite a six-fold increase in R&D expenditure and the government’s ‘Make in India’ 
campaign. 

The committee said the DRDO’s number of employed scientists is “grossly insufficient” and 
recommended that the government revises its authorised staffing level.  

Analysis 
The DRDO, which operates under the Ministry of Defence (MoD), was established in the late 

1950s and consists of 52 laboratories across India. The agency is concentrated in developing 
capabilities across seven domains: naval systems and materials; aeronautical systems; armaments and 
combat engineering; missiles and strategic systems; electronics and communications; life sciences; and 
micro-electronic devices, computers and cyber. 
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However, the agency has been the subject of criticism for many years not only from the Indian 
armed forces but also from parliamentary and watchdog committees. Prime concerns have focused on 
delays in major R&D projects and for having designed materiel of little operational worth. In 2007, the 
government also carried out an independent audit of the organisation, which recommended wide-scale 
restructuring to improve efficiencies and accountability. 

While this has not resulted in major reforms, the MoD has implemented several DRDO-related 
measures in recent years to enhance India's defence R&D capability. These have included a policy for 
the DRDO to waive licence fees and royalties for several patents to provide local manufacturers with 
free access to military technologies; MoD efforts to encourage greater collaboration between the 
DRDO and state-owned companies; and the provision of greater powers within the DRDO to sanction 
projects internally. 
https://janes.ihs.com/Janes/Display/1963617 
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From aircraft to aircraft carrier, India  
capable of building everything: PM at DRDO 

As the Prime Minister of the country, I want to say that the government is ready to support  
the scientists and innovators of the country at every step, Prime Minister Modi said 

      KEY HIGHLIGHTS 
• According to the research and development wing of the Defence Ministry, Prime Minister 

Modi’s address on 24 August 2014 at a DRDO award function was the inspiration behind 
creating the Young Scientist Laboratories 

• The PM said India’s missile programme is “one of the outstanding programmes in the world” 
and appreciated the Indian Space Programme and air defence systems 

Bengaluru:  Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday launched five Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) Young Scientists Laboratories in Bengaluru and said that India is 
among the few countries that have the capability to build everything from an aircraft to an aircraft 
carrier. 

“India is among very few countries that have the capability to build everything from aircraft to 
aircraft carrier. I am satisfied that work was done sincerely on the suggestion of setting up 5 labs in the 
field of Advanced Technologies and today five such institutes are coming up in Bengaluru, Kolkata, 
Chennai, Hyderabad and Mumbai,” PM Modi said at DRDO. 

He further said, “As the Prime Minister of the country, I want to say that the government is ready to 
support the scientists and innovators of the country at every step.” 

According to the research and development wing of the defence ministry, Prime Minister Modi’s 
address on 24 August 2014 at a DRDO award function was the inspiration behind creating the Young 
Scientist Laboratories. 

The PM asked scientists to “prepare a definite roadmap for the new decade where DRDO should be 
able to set the direction and pace of scientific research in various fields in India”. 

He also said India’s missile programme is “one of the outstanding programmes in the world” and at 
the same time appreciated the Indian Space Programme and air defence systems. 

“The PM said India cannot be left behind in the field of scientific research. The  Government is 
willing to walk the extra mile with the scientific community so that it can invest time in emerging 
technologies and innovations for national security. The DRDO’s innovations would play a huge role in 
strengthening programmes like Make in India and in promoting a vibrant defence sector in the 
country,” the Prime Minister’s Office said in a statement. 
https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/from-aircraft-to-aircraft-carrier-india-capable-of-
building-everything-pm-at-drdo/534927 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




