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The Motor Transport branch of the paramilitary had been pressing for procurement of these
vehicles for the last many years but confusion prevailed owing to lack of clarity from the top
leadership that keeps changing stance after the change of the Force’s chief, sources said.

The paramilitary has also decided to increase the number of its bomb detection and disposal squads
(BDDS) for the 65 battalions of the CRPF deployed in Jammu & Kashmir for anti-terror and law and
order duties. The move comes against the backdrop of Pulwama suicide bombing by Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) that ripped a bus killing 44 personnel on February 14.

The MPVs are expected to ramp up the counter-IED capabilities of the paramilitary as there have
been Intelligence inputs that the terror groups could resort to more and more IED attacks.

Earlier, about a dozen MPVs were diverted from the Naxal-hit States to Jammu & Kashmir.

Bullet-resistant armour plating of smaller buses is more feasible that the standard sized buses with a
capacity to carry 52 passengers. Armour-plating significantly enhances the weight of the buses and
speed is significantly hit due to additional weight of the armour plates.

The additional BDDS squads with more equipment will help detect IEDs on the ground. As the
armours will only give protection from firing, new standard operating procedures for convoy
movement have been put in place to avoid any Pulwama-type attack.

The new SOP entails convoy movement by restricting the movement of civilian vehicles and
regularly changing halting points.

In the wake of Pulwama attack, the CRPF had faced criticism for plying large convoys to ferry
paramilitary personnel in operationally sensitive Jammu and Kashmir. Following this, the Union
Home Ministry had announced last month that all jawans and officers of the paramilitary will get air
courier facility for one year while going in to join duty or for tour and while proceeding on leave.

The CRPF cavalcade that came under attack on February 14 had 78 vehicles and the bus hit by the
suicide bomber was fifth in line. The convoy was carrying over 2,500 CRPF personnel.
https.//www.dailypioneer.com/2019/india/crpf-to-get-anti-mine-vehicles.html|
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HAL meets Tejas deadline

Rolls out 16" Tejas LCA fighter jet for IAF
By Kestur Vasuki

Bengaluru: Unperturbed by the criticism over delay in production and supplying of aircraft and

helicopters, the State-run Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) on Monday rolled out 16th
indigenously built Light Combat Fighter Jet Tejas to Indian Air Force in Initial operational clearance
(10C). The Fighter jet will be inducted into 'Flying Daggers' an air force squadron of the 1AF."We
have produced 16th LCA as per the target till March 31. The customer flights are expected to be
completed by the end of March,” HAL said in a statement.

The defence behemoth has an order from IAF for 40 LCAs (16 each in 10C and final operational
clearance (FOC) "The first aircraft in FOC configuration may roll out by the end of this calendar year
(2019)," HAL said.Production of the fighter began in 2014 with a capacity of eight aircraft per annum.
A second production line has been set up at Aircraft Division in this aerospace hub, which carries out
structural assembly, final assembly and equipping of the aircraft.



The production of LCA commenced in 2014 with a current production capacity of eight aircraft per
annum. A second production line has been established at Aircraft Division (Bangalore Complex),
which is carrying out structural assembly, final assembly and equipping of the aircraft.

Recently HAL had received drawings and documents related to FOC with limited clearance for
LCA (Tejas) from CEMILAC and ADA. With this HAL can start working towards productionisation
of FOC standard fighter aircraft. The first aircraft in FOC configuration may roll-out by the end of
this calendar year.

“LCA demonstrated its combat capability in the IAF’s ‘Gagan Shakti’ exercise by firing the Air-to-
Air BVR Derby missile. Two LCAs will be flying at the Langkawi International Maritime Aerospace
Expo (Lima- 2019) in Malaysia beginning tomorrow. HAL team will be providing the technical
support at the show” the statement said.
https.//www.dailypioneer.com/2019/india/hal-meets-tejas-deadline.htm/
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The Balakot strike proves that IAF has come of age

It can no longer be seen as just a force supporting a land offensive. Time and again, the IAF
leadership has come out in the open saying that it is a strategic force but till Balakot, perhaps
neither the sister forces nor the political leadership were too sure
By Shishir Gupta

Air Chief BS Dhanoa was a young director, Targeting Cell at Air Headquarters when he
accompanied his then chief AY Tipnis and presented to the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), a plan to
conduct air strikes on terrorist camps in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) immediately after the
December 13, 2001 Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) attack on Indian Parliament.

Then wing commander Dhanoa made a detailed presentation to the PMO that involved the use of
the Tiger and Battle Axe squadron of Mirage 2000 fighters on terror camps. The plan never fructified
with the US ensuring that then Pakistani dictator General Pervez Musharraf made a public
commitment on January 12, 2002 against jihad, radicalisation, and also agreed to ban both JeM and its
comrade-in-jihad, Lashkar-e-Tayyeba (LeT).

After the 26/11 Mumbai massacre, then Air Chief Fali Major went to the PMO, again with a similar
air strike plan but to no avail.

But Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave a go-ahead to Air Chief BS Dhanoa on February 17, after
the Pulwama attack, to take out the biggest training camp of JeM at Balakot in the Khyber-Paktunkwa
area of Pakistan. The air attack was initiated with a decoy strike on JeM headquarters at Bhawalpur,
forcing the Pakistan Air Force fighters on combat air patrol over Northern Areas and PoK to move
south to intercept the “Bhawalpur strike.” Using this window of opportunity, IAF Mirages successfully
took-out the Balakot camp in the wee hours of February 26 from a stand-off distance and then returned
safely to their bases.

The Balakot strike and the riposte to the PAF counter on February 27 show that the IAF has come
of age and can no longer be seen as just a force supporting a land offensive. Time and again, the IAF
leadership has come out in the open saying that it is a strategic force but till Balakot, perhaps neither
the sister forces nor the political leadership were too sure.

As evident from the November 19, 1962 letter of then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to then US
President John F Kennedy, the Indian leadership was unsure about its air capabilities. Nehru asked for
US B-47 bombers and supersonic fighters to take on the Chinese army positions after Bomdila had
fallen and Chushul was being threatened by the PLA. The IAF was largely utilised in support of
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ground offensive in the 1965 and 1971 wars. The use of IAF fighters in the Dras-Kargil-Batalik
sectors in the 1999 conflict was a topic of huge debate with then Air Chief Tipnis waiting for a
Cabinet sanction, much to the chagrin of the then Army chief, before inducting warplanes into the
theatre. In retrospect, the decision to seek Cabinet approval was good as there is a potential of vertical
escalation in the battle theatre, the moment an air element is inducted.

The 1AF’s success in destroying the Pakistani logistics base in Muntho Dalo in Batalik sector was
one of the key turning points of 1999 war. It also proved that the IAF could individually deliver for the
country in the worst-case scenario without being an adjunct arm of the Army in the name of joint-man-
ship. But such were the differences on each services’ role in conflict, that the then western air
commander publicly clashed with his western army counterpart at Chandigarh post Kargil war.

With the Balakot air strike, the IAF has moved to another level of capabilities with the force not
afraid to get blooded in battle. While all three services need to synergise their roles in the worst-case
scenario, Wing Commander Abhinandan, by downing a superior F-16 fighter with an upgraded MiG-
21, showed that the 1AF takes the battle to its enemy.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/analysis/the-balakot-strike-proves-that-iaf-has-come-of-age/story-
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PSLV-C45 project will mark several firsts for ISRO

Emisat mission
scheduled for
launch on April 1

TIKI RAJWI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

For the sheer number of
‘firsts’ to its credit, the PSLV-
C45/Emisat mission sche-
duled for an April 1 lift-off
from Sriharikota will be a
memorable one for the In-
dian Space Research Organi-
sation (ISRO).

For one, it will be ISRO’s
first attempt at placing pay-
loads in three different or-
bits. The chief payload - the
436 kg Emisat — will be in-
jected into a 749 km orbit. Af-
ter that, the fourth stage of
the rocket will be ma-
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noeuvred to a 504 km orbit
for releasing 28 international
satellites.

Once that job is over, the
fourth stage will he restarted

and g‘un:led to an altitude of
485 km.

For the next six months,
this stage will serve as an or-
bital platform for space-
based experiments. This is
another first for the ISRO.
Normally, the spent stage
simply becomes space junk.

The orbital platform will
also sport solar panels,
which too is a first, official
sources said. But that's not
all: the launch vehicle itself is
a new variant, designated
PSLV-QL. For the first time,
ISRO will be employing four
XL strap-on motors on the
first stage.

Again, the PSLV-C45 mis-
sion marks a milestone for 18-
RO’s Indian Institute of Space

Science and Technology
(IIST). One of the three expe-

ee expe
riments aboard the orbital
platform is the IIST’s Ad-
vanced Retarding Potential
Analyser for lonospheric Stu-
dies (ARIS). T

his is the first time that an
IIST payload is flying aboard
an ISRO mission, 1IST Direc-
tor V. K. Dadhwal said. ARIS
will study the structure and
composition of the
ionosphere.

The other two experimen-
tal payloads aboard the orbi-
tal platform are the Automat-
ic Identification System (AIS),
an ISRO payload for maritime
satellite applications, and the
Automatic Packet Repeating

System (APRS), meant to as-
sist amateur radio operators.

Emisat, the chief payload
on PSLV-C45, is meant for

electromagnetic  spectrum
measurements, according to
the ISRO. It will released into
an orbit at 749 km, the ISRO
said. C-45, which is set for
lift-off from the second
launchpad at Sriharikota,
will mark the 47th flight of
the PSLV.

Foreign co-passengers

As many as 28 small foreign
co-passenger satellites will al-
so travel to space with it, but
to a lower orbit at 504 km.
They include 24 small satel-
lites from the U.S., among
them 20 which are part of
previous customer Planet
Labs’ earth observation con-

stellation. The other four cus-
tomers are from Lithuania,
Spain and Switzerland.
Knowledgeable sources
said the 436-kg satellite

would serve as the country’s
roving device for detecting
and gathering electronic in-
telligence from enemy radars
across the borders as it cir-
cles the globe roughly pole to
pole every 90 minutes or so.
Other highly placed officials
confirmed that its payload
comes from one or more lab-
oratories of the Defence Re-
search & Development Or-
ganisation. For the third
successive PSLV mission, the
ISRO plans to reuse the rock:
et’s spent fourth stage or PS4

to host short experiments.
(Inputs from Madhumathi
D.S. in Bengaluru)
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