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DRDO identifies 20 acres for
AMCA project in Coimbatore
The ISRO will also be launching two more defence satellites sometime in
July/August with its new rocket Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV)
‘IAF is looking for instrumentation and calibration from industries’
The Defence Corridor to come up in Coimbatore will get a major boost with the country’s premier
defence project of making the Advance Medium Compact Aircraft (AMCA) expected to take shape
here.
Air Marshal B. Suresh, Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Southern Air Command, said here on
Wednesday that 20 acres had been identified by the Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) for the AMCA project in Coimbatore.
“Air Force Station Sulur is unique that it’s the IAF’s only airbase to accommodate and operate
fighter, transport, and helicopter aircraft together. It is one of the most active air bases of the IAF. The
Defence Minister last month announced the opening of the Tamil Nadu Defence Corridor of which
Coimbatore is an integral part. With that happening, Sulur will gain added importance,” said Air
Marshal Suresh at Air Force Station, Sulur.
According to him, Coimbatore is a hub of industries and that is one of the reasons why the Defence
Minister has announced the opening of Defence Corridor here.
“When we talk about the aviation industry, we need to have an ecosystem around it. IAF is already
looking for instrumentation and calibration from industries here,” he said.
A. K. Puntambekar, Air Officer Commanding at Air Force Station, Sulur, said, “We have
interactions with the industry regularly in the form of seminars and conferences wherein we have got
encouraging participation. Our demands and the capabilities of the local industries are worked out in
such interactions. As a result, over the years, we have been able to develop many indigenous items for
fighter and transport aircraft which are already in service and use”.
Adding more on the indigenisation, Air Marshal Suresh said that IAF was till able to operate very
old aircraft by developing parts for them as procuring spares was difficult.
“So there is a need for indigenisation. Not many people know that IAF has indigenised 47,000 to
49,000 lines of spares. These range from small parts to major components. That is where the strength
of Coimbatore is and it is the future,” he said.
Citing the commendation for indigenously developed Light Compact Aircraft from every quarters,
Air Marshal Suresh pointed out that it was not affordable to keep depending on foreign supplies.
“Make in India has a very strong thrust. For this, we need to have a system, skill care centre and an
industry in place. That is where the strength of Coimbatore lies. So, whatever we have now will be
multiplied tenfold. I can assure you that this will happen in the next five to ten years,” he said.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Coimbatore/drdo-identifies-20-acres-for-amca-project-incoimbatore/article26394363.ece
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ISRO to launch defence satellite
in March for DRDO
The ISRO will also be launching two more defence satellites sometime in
July/August with its new rocket Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV)
In a special mission in March, the Indian space agency will launch an electronic intelligence
satellite Emisat for the DRDO, 28 third party satellites and also demonstrate its new technologies like
three different orbits with a new variant of Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) rocket, said a top
official. The exact date has not been specified yet.
"It is a special mission for us. We will be using a PSLV rocket with four strap-on motors. Further,
for the first time we will be trying to orbit the rocket at three different altitudes," K. Sivan, Chairman,
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) told IANS. "The main passenger for the PSLV rocket will
be the defence intelligence satellite Emisat belonging to Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO).
"The satellite weighs about 420 kg. The 28 satellites belonging to our customers would
cumulatively weigh about 250 kg," Sivan said. The DRDO's Emisat is an electronic intelligence
satellite, he added. The ISRO will also be launching two more defence satellites sometime in
July/August with its new rocket Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV).
In January, the space agency launched a defence imaging satellite Microsat R for the DRDO. Sivan
said, after launching Emisat at an altitude of 763 km, the rocket will be brought down to put into orbit
the 28 satellites at an altitude of 504 km. "Following that the rocket will be brought down further to
485 km where the fourth stage will turn into a payload platform carrying three experimental payloads - one developed by the students of Indian Institute of Space Science and Tecnology, besides ISRO's
own technology demonstrator and a Hamsat," Sivan said.
The PSLV is a four-stage engine expendable rocket with alternating solid and liquid fuel. In its
normal configuration, the rocket will have six strap-on motors hugging the rocket's first stage. On
January 24, the ISRO flew a PSLV with two strap-on motors while in March it will have four strap-on
motors. The Indian space agency also has two more PSLV variants viz Core Alone (without any strapon motors) and PSLV-XL a larger rocket. The ISRO selects the kind of rocket to be used based on the
weight of satellites it carries.
https://www.news18.com/news/tech/enemies-alert-isro-to-launch-defence-satellite-in-march-for-drdo2050049.html
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33 honoured with India’s most-coveted science prize
Dr Aditi Sen De of Harish Chandra Research Institute, Allahabad, is the only woman
among the 33 scientists who were awarded for the year 2016, 2017 and 2018
Several Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) combined won eight awards at the ceremony for the
coveted Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize for Science and Technology, in New Delhi. Close behind the
IITs was the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru (IISc), which won seven prizes at the ceremony.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi gave away the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize — India’s most
coveted science and technology award — to 33
winners of past three years on the occasion of
National Science Day in Delhi on Thursday.
Dr Aditi Sen De of Harish Chandra Research
Institute, Allahabad, is the only woman among the 33
scientists who were awarded for the year 2016, 2017
and 2018.
De was given the award in the “physical sciences”
category for her contributions in quantum
communication. She is the only woman to receive the
award in this category.The last woman scientist to
receive the award was Dr Vidita Vaidya, a
neuroscientist from the Tata Institute of Fundamental
Research, Mumbai. She received the prize in 2015 in
the “medical sciences” category.
So far, the award has gone to 16 women and 519
men.
The award was instituted in 1958 in the honour of
eminent scientist Dr Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar, who
was also the founder director and chief architect of
the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR), a government-funded research and
development organisation, which now runs several
laboratories and institutes across the country.
The prize comprising a citation and Rs 5 lakh in
cash is given each year to outstanding researchers in
seven disciplines.
“I feel that the science can be global but the
technology should be local, suited to the needs of the
people of the country. Our scientists and science
organisations should not work in silos, rather they should work together to build a brighter future,”
said Modi.
“If this is done, the farmer and the soldier will benefit from science and research,” he added
referring to the phrase by Lal Bahadur Shastri “Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan” to which former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had added “Jai Vigyan” and in January this year PM Modi added “Jai
Anusandhan” during the Indian Science Congress, an annual event.
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Addressing the scientists, Modi said, “You all live your lives in laboratories and you have a
tradition of pilot projects. After the pilot, a project is made scalable. So, recently there was a pilot
project, now we need to do the real thing. Earlier, it was a practice. And the real thing is: today’s
winners need a standing ovation.”

PM Narendra Modi with the winners at the ceremony

The PM went on to say that scientists and scientific institutes should come together to work for
India’s future. Speaking at the event, Union science minister Dr Harsh Vardhan commended CSIR for
improving its global ranking. “Over the last few years, under the guidance of our prime minister, our
scientists have achieved a lot, especially CSIR that was ranked number nine on a list of 1,207 institutes
of the world,” he said.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/33-honoured-with-india-s-most-coveted-scienceprize/story-dPSaAkYdVxw2qmXiGA439H.html
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