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TIAF’s oldest warhorse downs Pak’s best
By Vijay Mohan

On its last legs, the MiG-21 continues to bare its fangs. The most advanced aircraft that the Pakistan
Air Force flaunts went down to the oldest fighter in IAF inventory, the venerable MiG-21, in an aerial
duel in the skies of Jammu and Kashmir today.

The MiG-21’s ‘Bison’ version, two of which were scrambled from an operational readiness
platform to intercept four Pakistani aircraft that intruded into Indian airspace in Rajouri sector shot one
of the F-16s.

The 1AF also lost a MiG-21 in the duel, the
pilot of which ejected but landed in Pakistan-
held territory, where he was taken into custody.
While there is no official word as to how the
MiG-21 went down, various theories are doing
the rounds in defence circles as to why the pilot
may have crossed the Line of Control while
engaging the hostile aircraft.

Scheduled to finally retire in phases over the next five years, the Soviet-origin MiG-21 has been in
Indian service since 1963. The IAF bought a total of 847 MiG-21s of different version, many of which
were produced by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited. The Bison is the upgraded version of the earlier
‘Biz’, then the latest and final version to be produced by the Soviet Union. Bisons were upgraded by
Russia with modern avionics and missiles, making it a potent weapons platform.

The nimble single-seat fighter has served in the forces of about 60 countries and has been one of the
most widely produced post-World War 11 aircraft in the world. In the Indian sub-continent, it first saw
combat in 1965 against US-made F-104 Starfighters. Though its role in this war was limited, the 1971
Bangladesh campaign was its finest hour. It was also used during the Kargil conflict.

At present, the IAF has about 120 Bisons still in service, with all the other versions having been
retired.

2nd fighter jet shot down since 1971

e This is the second time since the 1971 war that the IAF has shot down an intruding Pakistani
aircraft, the last time being in August 1999, a few weeks after the Kargil conflict.

e An Atlantique maritime patrol aircraft was downed over the Rann of Kutch. That time it was also a
MiG-21 behind the Kill.

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/nation/iaf-s-oldest-warhorse-downs-pak-s-best/735814.html
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India’s air power outnumbers Pakistan’s

Numerically, the Indian Air Force is much superior to the Pakistan Air Force

How Mig21 chased F16

Pakistan Air Force sent 10 F16s from three airbases towards the Naushera sector in India.
Target was to engage Indian Brigade HQ and Army installations.
Indian Air Force scrambled jets to take on incoming fighters, two MiG21s sent from Srinagar;

Su30MKIs went airborne.
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Army installations
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incoming fighters, two MiG21s sent from Sri-

“ Indian Air Force scrambled jets to take on
nagar; SU30MKIs went airborne

MiG21 Bison managed to reach the spot in time to
intercept one F16 D with its R73 short-range missile
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The F16 D with two pilots got hit and two pilots
ejected within Pakistan-occupied Kashmir

o

== | MiG21 Bison crashed across the border, pilot
l ‘ detained by Pakistan

WHY MiG21
ENGAGED F16

The taking down of a modern F16 with the
relatively old MiG21 Bison is an unusual
feat in aerial combat

MiG21s, the quick-reaction jets, was

based at the nearest airfield to the

intrusion location, which is Srinagar.
The jets armed with R73 short-range mis-
siles reached the target zone fast to engage
with the retreating Pakistani F16s

The reason why more modern jets
were not used is that the area of in-
trusion was closest to the MiG21 base

In 1971 war, MiG21 brought down Pakistani
F104 Starfighters

INDIAN AIR FORCE

Indla's cutting-edge fighters Include the
Mirage 2000 upgraded jets and Su30 MKI
« fighters. Another frontline

fighter Is MIG29 UPG
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INDIA'S AIR POWER
OUTNUMBERS PAKISTAN'’S

Numerically, the Indian Air Force is much superior to the Pakistan Air Force. This means that the IAF s better placed to target
and damage Pakistani military establishments and also to deliver punishing retaliation. A look at their comparative air power:

PAKISTAN AIR FORCE
Even though It Is mov
ing steadily towards
buying Chinese
425 combat jets, Pakistan's

mainstay fighter Is still
F16s, which has been
upgraded to the Block
52 level

combat
aircraft
OTHER AIRCRAFT

Oid Generation:
_ F7s, Mirage Iil, Mirage 5

Domestically Made:
Sy JF17 Thunder jets

of the older
non-upgraded F16s

-

F16 Block 52
upgraded jets




MiG21 Bison managed to reach the spot in time to intercept one F16 D with its R73 short-range
missile.

The F16 D with two pilots got hit and two pilots ejected within Pakistan-occupied Kashmir .

MiG21 Bison crashed across the border, pilot detained by Pakistan. Why Mig21 engaged F16 The
taking down of a modern F16 with the relatively old MiG21 Bison is an unusual feat in aerial combat.
MiG21s, the quick-reaction jets, was based at the nearest airfi eld to the intrusion location, which is
Srinagar. The jets armed with R73 short--range missiles reached the target zone fast to engage with the
retreating Pakistani F16s.

The reason why more modern jets were not used is that the area of intrusion was closest to the
MiG21 base.

In 1971 war, MiG21 brought down Pakistani F104 Starfighters.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/indias-air-power-outnumbers-
pakistans/articleshow/68194547.cms
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