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3 Indian Navy ships to make port call at

Vietnam's Tien Sa

Three Indian Navy ships will make a port call at Tien Sa Port in Vietnam between May 21 and May 25,
as part of an ongoing operational deployment of its Eastern Fleet ships to Southeast Asia and Northwest
Pacific regions, the Navy said in a statement today. On completion of the harbour phase at Tien Sa Port in
Danang, both Indian Navy and Vietnam People's Navy would be undertaking a joint exercise.

“The current visit seeks to enhance maritime cooperation between the two navies and will further bolster
the strong bonds of friendship between the two countries and contribute to security and stability in the region
and the world at large,” the statement said. During the visit, there would be professional interaction between
personnel of both the navies, official calls and interaction with dignitaries of the Vietnamese government. The
three ships -- INS Sahyadri, INS Shakti and INS Kamorta --are being led by Rear Admiral Dinesh Kumar
Tripathi, Flag Officer Commanding, Eastern Fleet. India and Vietnam share a robust defence cooperation,
especially in the area of maritime security.

In January, for the first time, armies of the two countries held a bilateral exercise in Jabalpur, reflecting
the intensifying defence ties in the region. Enhancing military ties was also a key element of talks during the
visit of Vietnamese President Tran Dai Quang to India in March this year.

In 2016, during the visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Vietnam, the relations between the two
countries were elevated to the level of Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is scheduled to visit Vietnam next month and the Chief of General Staft of Vietnam People's Army
and the Commander-in Chief of Vietnam People's Navy are scheduled to visit India later this year. The Indian
Navy has had extensive interactions with Vietnam People's Navy, particularly in the field of training, repairs,
maintenance and logistics support aimed at capacity building. The last visit by Indian Navy ship to Vietnam
was in September 2017, when two of its ships -- INS Satpura and INS Kadmatt -- visited Hai Phong port.
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India gears up for Al-driven wars

To prepare the Army, the Navy and the Air Force for next-generation warfare

In an ambitious defence project, the government has started work on incorporating artificial intelligence
(AD) to enhance the operational preparedness of the armed forces in a significant way, which would include
equipping them with unmanned tanks, vessels, aerial
vehicles and robotic weaponry. The move, part of a
broader policy initiative to prepare the Army, Navy and
the Air Force for next-generation warfare, comes amid
rising Chinese investments in Al - an area of computer
science devoted to creating intelligent machines- for its
military.
Task force at work

Ajay Kumar, Secretary, Defence Production, said
the government had decided to introduce Al in all the
three forces as it would be a “big area” considering the
requirements of future warfare. He said a high-powered
task force headed by Tata Sons chairman N.
Chandrasekaran was finalising the specifics and
framework of the project, which would be implemented in a “partnership model” between the armed forces
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and the private sector. “This [AI] is where the future is going to be. We need to prepare ourselves for the next-
generation warfare which will be more and more technology-driven, more and more automated and robotised,”
he said.
Boosting capabilities

Like many other world powers, India had also started work on the application of Al to boost the
capabilities of its armed forces, Mr. Kumar said, adding that unmanned aerial vehicles, naval vessels, tanks
and automatic robotic rifles as weapon systems would have an extensive use in future wars. Military sources
said the application of Al in border surveillance could significantly ease the pressure on armed forces
personnel guarding the sensitive frontiers with China and Pakistan. China has been pouring billions of dollars
into Al research and machine learning. The U.S., Britain, France and the European Union are also investing
significantly in Al. The U.S. has been carrying out successful operations targeting terrorist hideouts in
Afghanistan and Northwest Pakistan using drones which operate with the help of artificial intelligence.

Mr. Kumar said the recommendations of the task force were likely to come in by June and then the
government would take the project forward. The state-run Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) would be a major player in the project, he said.
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