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Indo-Sino military ties have history of sliding into
‘freeze’

As the militaries of India and China have re-started an interaction and the Ministry of Defence
on either side scales up the engagement, history of the past decade reminds of the frequent ups
and downs in the relationship. Notwithstanding the recent meetings, the military on either side has




not dropped guard. Incidents along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) — the de-facto boundary —
have been reduced. However, till there is a resolution on demarcating the LAC on ground, a sense
of alertness shall remain, sources indicated to The Tribune. There is no slackness in India’s
infrastructure building in the Himalayas.

Lt Gen SL Narsimhan (retd), a former commander of the 3 Corps based in the North-East, says,
“India-China military relations were never ‘frozen’ as such. Yes, there were issues on the border
and they have been managed.” The General is now part of the National Security Advisory Board.

During the 73-day (June—August 2017) Doklam stand-off, there was no major flare up at the LAC
barring the clash between troops of either side at Pangong Tso in eastern Ladakh.

In the past decade, India-China military relations are dotted with bonhomie turning into a
freeze. In December 2007, the two countries conducted their first-ever joint military exercise
“hand-in-hand”. In August 2010, India snapped military ties after China denied visa to Northern
Army Commander Lt Gen BS Jaswal. Almost 18 months later in January 2012, an attempt to
restore ties failed. India cancelled delegation visit after China refused visa to Arunachal-origin
IAF officer. Chinese Defence Minister General Liang Guanglie visited India in September 2012
as both sides announced resumption of exercises. A few months later in April 2013, a military
stand-off ensued at the Depsang plains, eastern Ladakh—one of the hotly contested areas. In July
that year, Defence Minister AK Antony visited China.

In September 2014, there was another change, a military stand -off ensued at Chumar in
South-eastern Ladakh even as Modi- Xi Jinping meet in India.

A few months later, in May and August 2015, two additional formal border meeting point
opened at Kibithoo, Eastern Arunachal Pradesh and Daulat Baig Oldie, Ladakh, respectively. In
February 2017, a 15-member Chinese military delegation visited India. Three months later in May
2017, China put off the military exercise.

In April this year, Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman met her Chinese counterpart twice
and in the same month, Modi-Xi summit was conducted at Wuhan. In the past four weeks, there
has been a joint yoga session at Daulat baig Oldie, Ladakh, and a visit by China’s senior military
leadership to India.
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India, US to hold first tri-services drill this yr

New Delhi: India and the US are likely to hold their first tri-services military drill later this
year and talks to finalise the modalities of the exercise are on, a senior Defence Ministry official
has said. The three wings of the armed forces of India and the US hold separate military exercises,
but this will be the first time that the two countries will have a joint drill of their Army, Air Force
and the Navy. The topic is likely to come up for discussion in September during the 2 plus 2
Dialogue involving External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Defence Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on one side and US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and Defence Secretary James
Mattis on the other.

Sitharaman and Mattis, during his visit to India last year, had deliberated on exploring
additional specialised military drills between the two countries. This will be second such
international military drill involving all the three services.

Last year, an Indian contingent comprising 350 personnel from Army, 80 from Air Force, two
IL 76 aircraft and one Frigate and Corvette each from the Navy participated in a bilateral exercise,
‘Indra 2017, with the Russian forces in Eastern Military District of Russia. The armies of India
and the US also participated in Exercise Yudh Abhyas - 2017 at Joint Base Lewis Mcchord,
Washington, while the navies of India and the US had last month participated in Malabar 2018, a
trilateral exercise involving Japan.
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India-Pak joint anti-terror exercise in august

Casting aside their geopolitical disputes, India, Pakistan and China will convene in Russia next
month to mount a military drill aimed at enhancing counter-terror cooperation between the eight
countries of the China-led Shanghai Cooperation Organisation bloc.

The war games, slated to be held during August 20-29 in the west-central Russian city
Chelyabinsk, will see some 200 Indian Army and Air Force personnel displaying their might
alongside their counterparts from the two neighbours, the Kyrgyz Republic, Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, other than the host nation.

The joint effort comes after Indian and Chinese troops faced off last year in the strategic India-
China-Bhutan tri-junction of Doklam, and the 2016 surgical strikes on terror launch pads in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir by India, which has been pushing for global action against the next-
door neighbour for allowing terror havens to thrive on its territory.

The August endeavour is being seen as a stride towards combating radicalisation with a
common military strategy to stem financial and logistical support to terrorism and boost the
regional security apparatus.
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ISRO scientists successfully test Vikas Engine

ISRO today said it successfully conducted a ground test of its high thrust version of
the Vikas Engine that would improve the payload capability of the space agency's launch vehicles.
The test for aduration of 195 seconds was conducted by scientists at the ISRO Propulsion
Complex (IPRC) in Mahendragiri in Tirunelveli district of Tamil Nadu, the Indian Space
Research Organisation said in an update on its website.

The Vikas Engine is the workhorse liquid rocket engine used to power the second stage of the
ISRO's trusted Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).It is also used in the second stage and also
at the four strap on stages of Geosynchronous Launch Vehicle (GSLV) and in the twin engine
core liquid stage (L110) of GSLV Mk-IIl."..a high thrust version of Vikas Engine was
successfully qualified through a ground test for a duration of 195 seconds at the IPRC," the space
agency said.

During the test, the propulsion parameters were found to be "satisfactory” and "closely"
matched the predictions. The ground test has validated the performance adequacy of the Vikas
Engine for its use in the upcoming second developmental flight of GSLV Mk-III.

ISRO is planning to launch GSLV-MKkKIII-D2 during the second half of 2018 carrying
GSAT-29.

It carries multi-beam and optical communication payloads for the first time. The mission is
targeted for Village Resource Centres in rural areas to bridge the digital divide.

(This story has not been edited by Business Standard staff and is auto-generated from a
syndicated feed.)
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