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Political statements of the past three months would suggest a moment heading towards a tipping point. The 
new American President has said North Korea is a “big, big problem and we will deal with that very strongly”. 
Mr Donald Trump also subsequently sallied forth with his famous tweet: “North Korea just stated that it is in 
the final stages of developing a nuclear weapon capable of reaching parts of the US. It won’t happen!” 
Just last Friday, before he travelled to Beijing, US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson pronounced an end to the 
American policy of strategic restraint and said a “comprehensive range of capabilities” was being developed to 
tackle the situation caused by North Korea. 
With so much noise, you would have thought that an attack on North Korea’s nuclear capabilities, if not an 
attempt at regime takedown, is imminent. It most likely is not. 
Asia and the world, which waited and watched as Syria comfortably breached the “red lines” set by the Obama 
administration, should be prepared for deja vu in the time of Mr Trump. Indeed, tweeter Tony Posnanski’s acid 
response on the President’s Twitter handle to Mr Trump’s “it won’t happen” remark was probably the right 
question to ask: “Was this over dinner with Kim Jong Un?” 
That is because the situation does warrant abundant caution. Bringing down the Kim regime, or launching an 
attack on North Korean nuclear pods, is no easy matter. For one thing, all those nuclear toys that threaten the 
South and Japan are not in one place but scattered around. Some are surely underground and others perhaps 
mounted on rail wagons to ensure they are not sitting ducks. 
An equal worry is that there is no clear knowledge of the command and control mechanism employed by Mr 
Kim. Western news reports that the US managed to penetrate the North’s computer systems to thwart some 
missile tests would certainly not have been missed in Pyongyang, which would have taken countermeasures. 
Even if some of it was classic propaganda, delinking control systems would be a natural reaction. 
Who knows to what level the power to launch has been devolved, and in what circumstances buttons will be 
pressed. Besides, a leader who has apparently assassinated his half-brother in the most public of places, using a 
nerve gas labelled a weapon of mass destruction, orchestrated by an intelligence service that has the guile to 
recruit foreign nationals as assassins, cannot be taken lightly. Japanese remember the gas attack on the Tokyo 
subway system in 1995. Mounted by the home-grown Aum Shinrikyo movement, it left 12 dead and affected 
thousands. 
And of course there is also no knowing how China will react. Beijing has always viewed US reluctance to 
engage Pyongyang as emanating from a strategy of keeping the pot boiling on the Korean peninsula so it can 
station strategic arms on China’s periphery. Last week, Chinese spokesman Hua Chunying stuck fast to 
Beijing’s “suspension for suspension” position - that the US cancel the military exercises and the North 
suspend testing in tandem. 
Beijing’s official position is to welcome eventual Korean reunification but it is no secret that while the current 
generation of South Koreans no longer shares the sentimental attachment to the North of their parents, China 
cannot chance an unexpected and sudden unification that could potentially see US troops move all the way up 
to the Yalu River, facing China’s underbelly. 
For this reason, despite Beijing’s evident distaste for Mr Kim - high-level contacts between Pyongyang and 
Beijing are a third of what they used to be during his father Kim Jong Il’s time - they are stuck with each other. 
Indeed, there is a theory that it deliberately lowered its protection of Mr Kim’s half-brother to assuage his fears 
that China may betray him in order to placate Mr Trump. 
It is fashionable in some quarters to portray Mr Kim as an attention-seeking renegade running an isolated 
nation mired in poverty and staring at possible regime collapse. Recent remarks on North Korea by Ms Nikki 
Haley, the US Ambassador to the United Nations, confirm that Washington thinks Mr Kim is not in control of 
his mind. 
Some of this may well be accurate, who knows. Yet, who can deny that Mr Kim has shown surprising 
resilience and an ability to play a bad hand of cards rather well, skilfully employing brinkmanship while 
steadily advancing his nuclear programme. Previous Kims have proved durable and have died in their beds. As 
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That is about equivalent to the land area of Earth. No other camera ever sent to Mars has photographed so 
much of the planet in such high resolution. 
The Context Camera has taken about 90,000 images since the spacecraft began examining Mars from orbit in 
late 2006. 
Each one reveals shapes of features down to sizes smaller than a tennis court, in a swath of ground about 30 
kilometers wide. 
"Reaching 99.1 per cent coverage has been tricky because a number of factors, including weather conditions, 
coordination with other instruments, downlink limitations, and orbital constraints, tend to limit where we can 
image and when," said Michael Malin, Context Camera Team Leader of Malin Space Science Systems in the 
US. In addition to observing nearly the entire planet at least once, the Context Camera has observed 60.4 per 
cent of the planet more than once. These observations aid science directly and also certify the safety of future 
landing sites. 
"Single coverage provides a baseline we can use for comparison with future observations, as we look for 
changes," Malin said. 
"Re-imaging areas serves two functions: looking for changes and acquiring stereoscopic views from which we 
can make topographic maps," he said. 
A dramatic type of change the Context Camera has documented more than 200 times is a fresh impact crater 
appearing between the times of two observations. 
These images enabled scientists to calculate the rate at which small asteroids, or bits of comets, are colliding 
with Mars. Some of the fresh impacts reveal white material interpreted as water ice. 
The spacecraft was launched in 2005. It entered an elongated orbit of Mars in March 2006, then spent several 
months using friction with Mars' upper atmosphere to revise its orbit. 
Since beginning its science operations in November 2006, MRO has been flying near-polar orbits lasting about 
two hours, at altitudes from 250 to 316 kilometers. The mission completed its 50,000th orbit on March 27. 
"After 11 and a half years in flight, the spacecraft is healthy and remains fully functional," said MRO Project 
Manager Dan Johnston at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, California. 
 
 
  
 




