
nSfud lkef;d vfHkKrk lsok

A Daily Current Awareness Service

   lekpkj i=ksa ls pf;r va'k
Newspapers Clippings

j{kk foKku iqLrdky;
Defence Science Library

j{kk oSKkfud lwpuk ,oa Áy¢[ku d¢Uæ
Defence Scientific Information & Documentation Centre

esVdkWQ gkÅl] fnYyh 110054
Metcalfe House, Delhi-110054

123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345

123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345
123456789012345



1 
 

 
Thu, 02 Feb, 2017 

(Online) 

How China can aggravate India-Pakistan tensions over 
Agni-V tests 

By Prateek Joshi 
 The idea of mobile launchers stationed anywhere in India capable of striking any major city in China can 

alter Asia’s strategic environment 
The Agni-V tests have demonstrated India’s capabilities to enter the elite club of ICBM (Intercontinental 
ballistic missiles) possessing nations. Last December, its fourth successful test to validate the canister launch 
system has added more teeth to India’s deterrence and second-strike capabilities. 
The idea of mobile launchers stationed anywhere in India capable of striking any major city in China has all 
the reasons to alter Asia’s strategic environment, especially the equation between New Delhi and Beijing. 
Naturally, the development hasn’t gone down well with Beijing and the commonality in unpleasant reactions 
across China’s strategic, political and media circles evince that a more aggressive posturing from China is on 
the anvil. 
From terming the test as a violation of UN norms to advising India “to cool down its missile fever”, the 
reactions from Beijing are sufficient to put New Delhi on a high alert. Moreover, an editorial in the state-
run Global Times clearly stated that China shall not restrain itself in expanding Pakistan’s nuclear capabilities 
in response, thereby pointing towards an aggressive stance vis-à-vis India. 
Although the Sino-Indian border has remained relatively peaceful for the past three decades (barring the 
incidents of PLA’s aggressive border patrols) and both the nations have set up institutionalised mechanisms to 
enhance the case for peaceful border, China’s cooperation with Pakistan in the domains detrimental to India’s 
stability is something that seems to have deteriorated Sino-Indian ties. 
This article analyses three key irritants in the India-Pak relationship which Beijing may attempt to aggravate 
further in response to India’s recent missile tests: 
Masood Azhar Issue 
As expected, China recently exercised its veto to block India’s bid to get Jaish-e-Mohammad chief Masood 
Azhar designated as a terrorist under the UNSC’s 1267 Sanctions Committee. New Delhi does believe that 
Beijing would eventually cooperate even if it takes intense negotiations to convince it regarding the threats 
from non-state actors operating from Pakistan. But, the aggressive militarisation along the LAC by both the 
sides, and the China-centric debate surrounding Agni-V have definitely unnerved Beijing. Keeping India 
entangled with its western neighbor in a sub-conventional warfare shall turn out to be a good diverting tactic in 
this scenario. 
China’s stance has generated a strong reaction from New Delhi, which calls these moves as double standards 
as well as threats directly aimed at undermining India’s sovereignty. By not cooperating with New Delhi 
regarding this highly sensitive issue,Beijing seems to have conveniently delegated its India-specific 
antagonisms to Pakistan. 
Indian Ocean Region 
With the inception of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), the IOR is heading towards witnessing more 
muscle flexing. Pakistan has recently set up a maritime force to safeguard the Gwadar Port and CPEC-linked 



 

sea l
Paki
well.
Rece
migh
unde
payin
Heat
wate
Afgh
The 
relat
up i
wind
Para
of di
nego
Paki
The 
situa
Paki
good
Thou
balan
been
have
Inten
rema

D

To o
corru
creat
procu
Mini
“We
costi
cons

lanes; hence
stani naval p
. 
ently, an ND
ht have spie
erwater for e
ng visits, thu
ting up of th
ers is another
hanistan 
closeness of
ions. With t
ts efforts to

dow between
llely, China
irect railway
otiations ope
stan on-boar
recent mee

ation, which
stan wish to

d for Afghan
ugh the mob
nce and has

n thoroughly
e always kep
nsification o
ains to be see

Crea

Defence acqu

overcome th
uption and b
tion of a n
urement. Th
ister Manoha
 have given
ing and tech
trained by g

e, the region
program, th

DTV report s
ed on the m
extended du
us giving the
he IOR with
r challenge N

f post-9/11 K
he Afghan r
o dominate 
n the Taliban
a has also in
y connectiv
en with all 
rd at any opp
eting betwee
h called for 
o see the Ta
n peace and I
bile version 
 filled the m

y unsettling. 
pt interstate r
of these mu
en is how Ne

ate unit
de

uisitions hav
fight

he perennia
botched dea
new, indep

he committee
ar Parrikar n

n this new or
hnical exper
government 

n is set to 
e Chinese m

stated that a
movements 
urations, Pak
e Indian Nav
h surprise cr
New Delhi m

Kabul regim
regime still f

the securit
n and China 
ncreased its 
vity being th

the stakeho
portunity it f
en Russia, 
reviving ta

aliban havin
India’s hard-
of Agni-V i

much needed
All the abo

relations sim
ultiple challe
ew Delhi is 

t outsid
efence 

ve been stuc
ters or M-77
l problem o
als, an expe
endent orga
e, headed by

next week. 
rganisation f
rts under on
rules. This 

witness gre
maritime foo

a Chinese su
of the India
kistani wate
vy a tough tim
riss-crossing
must be prep

mes with New
facing challe
ty discourse
is active and
aid and eco
he recent h
olders irresp
finds regardi
China and 

alks with Ta
ng a say in r
-earned good
is indeed a g
d gap in Ind
ove mention

mmering in S
enges canno
geared to ha

de Def
deals: 

By Sus
ck in a long-
77 howitzers
of delays in
ert committe
anisation ou
y retired IIM

full ownersh
ne roof. Ind
professiona

2 

ater naval a
otprint is exp

ubmarine wh
an warships
ers may witn
me. 

g of Chinese
ared to addr

w Delhi has
enges from t
e in Afghan
d a Taliban d
onomic activ
high point. 
pective of th
ing the Afgh
Pakistan to

aliban demo
running Kab
dwill in the n
game-change
dia’s nuclear
ned issues p
outh Asia. 

ot be ruled 
andle them.

fence M
Panel 

shant Singh
-drawn spira
s taking near
n defence p
ee establishe
utside the 

M professor P

hip of the ac
dependent of

lisation of t

activity. Bes
pected to be

hich had sec
s. Given tha
ness higher 

e stealth sub
ress. 

 long been a
the Taliban, 
nistan. It is
delegation pa
vities in Afg
As Beijing 
heir legitim

han issue. 
o discuss Af
onstrate the 
bul’s affairs,
nation.     
er in the hith
r capabilitie
oint toward

out as Beij

Ministr
to tell

h  
al with majo
rly a decade
procurement
ed by the g
Ministry of

Pritam Singh

cquisition pr
f the Minist
the process w

sides assistin
e extended in

cretly docke
at nuclear s

instances o

bmarines to a

a bone of co
the Sino-Pa
 a known 
aid a secret v
ghanistan wi

follows th
acy, it also 

fghanistan’s 
keenness w

, something 

herto skewe
s, the reacti
s rekindling

jing’s reacti

 

ry to fa
l Govt 

or procurem
e to fructify. 
t, unspent b
government 
f Defence 
h, will subm

rocess by br
try (of Defe
will bring d

ng in strengt
nto the Arab

ed at Karach
ubmarines c
of Chinese 

and from th

ontention in 
ak combine h
fact that a
visit to Chin
ith the comm

he strategy 
looks forw

deterioratin
with which 

which is an

ed Sino-India
ions from B
g the flashpo

ions suggest

Fri, 03

ast-tra

ents like the

budgets, alle
has recomm
to undertak

mit its report 

ringing legal
ence), they w
down the tim

thening the 
bian Sea as 

hi last year 
can remain 
submarines 

he Pakistani 

the Af-Pak 
has ramped 
negotiation 

na last July.
mencement 
of keeping 

ward to put 

ng security 
China and 

nything but 

an strategic 
eijing have 
oints which 

t, but what 

3 Feb, 2017

ck 

e Rafale 

egations of 
mended the 
ke defence 
to Defence 

l, financial, 
will not be 

me taken to 



 

comp
corru
The 
300 
was b
Defe
or M
whil
subs
This 
has b
finan
spen
The 
‘Res
head
fund
Whil
it ind
In its
Capi
oper
Oper
inclu
high
“dec
“Thi
respo
UAV
comm
The 
organ
has p

The 
a pie
How
place
 

plete defenc
uption,” a m
Indian Expr
pages, was 
busy with as

ence acquisit
M-777 howit

e the situat
equent black
is reflected 

been unable
ncial year, in
nding of the d

nine-memb
tructuring o

d of the co
damental diff
le Rae wante
dependent of
s recommen
ital Acquisi
ational requi
rating indep
ude experts f
est level, th
ision-makin

is organisati
onsibility of 
Vs for the ar
mittee said. 
committee 

nisation to d
proposed two

defence min
ece of land a

wever, source
e. The war m

ce acquisitio
member of the

ress spoke to
ready last m
ssembly elec
tions have b
zers taking 
tion with th
klisting of fir
in the quant

e to utilise 
n which an a
defence serv
er expert co
f the Acquis

ommittee, fo
ferences with
ed this new 
f the governm
ndations, the
tion Author
irements hav
endently of 
from outside
here will be

ng will be col
ion will con
f a project m
rmy and the 

has recomm
disrupt ongo
o years to co

W
nistry was fa
djacent to th
es say the is

memorial com

ns. We have
e expert com
o two memb
month. They
ctions in Goa
been stuck in
nearly a dec

he open ten
rms. 
tum of unuti
Rs 54,416 

amount of R
vices, accord
ommittee w
sition wing 
ormer Direc
h other mem
organisation
ment. 

e committee 
rity, will be
ve been iden
the Ministry

e the governm
e a seamles
llective and 

nvert all acq
management t

air force, w

mended that
oing procurem
omplete this 

War mem
acing issues 
he India Gate
ssue has bee
ming up at In

 

e also recom
mmittee said.
bers of the co
y have discu
a. 
n a long-draw
cade to fruc

nder process

ilised funds 
crore from 

Rs 6,886 cror
ding to Budg
was formed b

to make it m
ctor Genera

mbers over th
n to be a par

has propose
e fully resp

ntified by the
y, it will be 
ment who ar
ss integratio
collegiate”.

quisition sch
team from th

will be clubbe

t the govern
ments. Whil
exercise. 

morial
in the constr
e due to squa
en sorted ou
ndia Gate co

3 

mmended ad
. 
ommittee wh

ussed the rep

wn spiral wi
ctify. This is
ses has bee

of defence p
its capital 

re from the c
et document
by the Min
more effectiv
al (Acquisit
he proposed 
rt of the Min

ed that a ne
ponsible for
e defence ser
manned by 

re fit to serve
on between 

hemes and p
he start to fin
ed together 

nment shoul
le timelines 

 

l to be 
ruction of th
atters.  

ut as the civi
omplex woul

dequate inter

ho said that 
port with the

ith major pro
s the state o
n worse, w

procurement
acquisition 
capital budg
ts placed bef

nistry in Ma
ve’. It was e
tion) Vivek 
defence proc
nistry, other 

w organisat
r the entire 
rvices. 
people with

e in these po
the MoD 

programmes
nish. Project
as one singl

ld not rush 
have been l

built b
he national w

ilians would
ld be ready b

rnal checks 

the report, r
e Defence S

ocurements 
f governmen

with allegatio

t. In the last 
budget. Thi

get has been 
fore Parliam
ay last year 
embroiled in

Rae, resig
curement org
members w

ion, tentativ
process of

h specific qu
ositions. The
and this or

s into projec
t which are o
le project,” a

into the pr
left open for

by ’18 
war museum 

d now be shi
by 2018. 

and balance

running into
Secretary sin

like the Raf
nt-to-govern
ons of corr

ten years, th
is includes 
transferred f

ment Wednes
with the m

n controvers
gned in Oc
ganisation. 

were determin

vely called th
f acquisition

ualifications 
e report says 
rganisation” 

cts, which w
of different s
a member of

rocess of cr
r further deli

Fri, 03

which is to 

ifted out to 

es to reduce 

o more than 
nce Parrikar 

fale fighters 
nment deals 
ruption and 

he Ministry 
the current 
for revenue 
day. 

mandate for 
y when the 

ctober after 

ned to keep 

he Defence 
n after the 

which will 
that “at the 
where the 

will be the 
service, say 
f the expert 

reating this 
iberation, it 

3 Feb, 2017

be built on 

some other 



 

The 
may 
avala
Dire
can’t
forec
“Wit
inten
comp
we w
of SA
With
areas
the v
with 
detai

V
The 
video
his a
The 
him 
his v
The 
privi

C
Chin
majo
Trum
The 
entry

Scie
death of 20 
have come 

anches befo
ctor SASE s
t be said the
cast and we c
th the unpre
nsity is not 
pulsions so 

were accurate
ASE said tha
h the vision t
s but to colle
vastness of t

its predictio
iled report to

VRS of j
Border Secu
o about “sub

allegations an
move evoke
and shared b

voluntary ret
BSF confirm

ilege of VRS

China T
na has report
or shift in its
mp Presidenc
flight test of

y vehicles, o

entist: 
army person
as a surprise
re-hand clai
said, “Avala
ey will occu
could tell th
ecedented, h
possible, st

I will not be
e about the a
at reports are
to ‘provide p
ect and asses
the terrain an
ons for the 
o our users li

jawan w
urity Force 
b-standard“ 
nd charges o
ed an advers
by his wife c
irement was
med the can

S could not b

Tests M
tedly tested 
s nuclear cap
cy. 
f the DF-5C
r MIRVs, th

I had 
nnel in avala
e to many. H
ims the Sno
anche is a re
ur at so and 
em about the

high intensit
till we had 
e able to giv
area. And w
e about 80-8
precision ava
ss informatio
nd limited in
next 24 hou
ike the Army

who co
has cancell
food served 

of indisciplin
se reaction f
complaining
s revoked on
ncellation, p
be allowed to

Missile 
a new versi
pability as B

C missile was
he Washingto

warne
anches whic
However, th
ow and Ava
esult of man
so time and
e area conce
ty snowfall, 
informed th

ve you more 
e did tell the

85 per cent ac
alanche fore
on from all p
nfrastructure
urs, “Those 
y,” he added

mplain
ed the volun
to jawans r

ne against him
from Yadav 
g that he was
n January 31a
pointing out 
o him, but sa

with 1
ion of a mis
Beijing gear

s carried out
on Free Beac

4 

ed arm
ch hit Kashm
e Indian Arm

alanche Stud
ny factors. T
d in such an 
erned. This w

we knew t
he people.” 
about that. 

em in advanc
ccurate.  

ecasting supp
parts of Him
e. A staffer s
are public r

d. 

ned of p
ntary retirem
ecently wen
m. 
and his fam

s being “thre
and that he w

that as Ya
aid that he “h

10 Nuc
sile that can

rs up for a p

t last month 
con reported

my abou
mir's Sonama
my was info
dy Establish

These avalan
such area b

was passed o
that an aval

Ganju emp
Avalanches
ce.” Talking

port to the se
malayas pose

said SASE s
reports and a

poor foo
ment of con
nt viral, citin

mily , with a
eatened and m
was “arrested
dav is unde
has not been

clear W
n carry up to
possible mili

using 10 mu
d. 

ut aval
arg and Gure
ormed about 
hment (SASE
nches were p
but we have
on to the Arm
anche woul
phasised tha
 can’t be pre

g about the p

ervices’, SA
es a challeng
sends a gene
are widely s

 

od revo
nstable Tej B
ng the pendin

an audio clip
mentally tort
d“. 
er the scann
n arrested“. 

 

Warhea
o 10 nuclear 
tary showdo

ultiple indep

Fri, 03

lanche
ez sector on 
the likeliho

E). Ashwag
predicted in 
 what is cal

my. 
d strike but

at, “Army h
edicted spec

predictions, t

ASE is spread
ge for the exp
eral report b
shared. We 

Fri, 03

oked by
Bahadur Yad
ng court of i

p allegedly r
tured“. He c

er for indisc

Fri, 03

ads: Re
warheads, s

own with the

pendently tar

3 Feb, 2017

s 
January 25 

ood of these 
gosh Ganju, 

advance. It 
lled an area 

t predicting 
has its own 
cifically but 
the Director 

d out in key 
perts due to 

before 5 pm 
also send a 

3 Feb, 2017

y BSF 
dav, whose 
inquiry into

recorded by 
claimed that 

cipline, the 

3 Feb, 2017

eport
signalling a 
e US under 

rgetable re-



5 
 

 The test of the inert warheads was monitored closely by US intelligence agencies, said two officials familiar 
with reports of the missile test. 
 The Dongfeng-5C missile, carrying 10 dummy warheads, was launched from the Taiyuan Space Launch 
Centre in Shanxi province, and flew to a desert in western China, the report said. 
 The missile is a new variant of the DF-5, an intercontinental ballistic missile that first went into service in the 
early 1980's. 
 "The [Defence Department] routinely monitors Chinese military developments and accounts for PLA 
capabilities in our defence plans," Pentagon spokesman Commander Gary Ross was quoted as saying by the 
report. 
 For decades, the US has put the estimated number of warheads in China's nuclear arsenal at about 250. 
 But the report suggested that the latest test with 10 warheads meant the actual number could be larger. 
 China also began adding warheads to older DF-5 missiles in February last year, according to US intelligence 
agencies. 
 US defence officials have previously warned that China's rapid development of long-range ballistic missiles, 
coupled with a lack of transparency about its nuclear capabilities, could bring uncertainty to stability in the 
region. 
 The timing of the test coincided with the election of Donald Trump as US President who signalled a tougher 
stance against China over a range of issues, from the trade deficit to Beijing's military build-up in the disputed 
South China Sea. 
 Chinese military expert from an institute affiliated with the People's Liberation Army, (PLA) said a new test 
would not have been aimed at Trump. 
 "The test of a nuclear missile requires permission from the highest level – the Central Military Commission. It 
takes at least one year for the military to get the approval and to prepare for it," the Hong Kong-based South 
China Morning Post quoted unnamed expert as saying. 
 "It is not a random decision to be made just because Trump is now in office," the expert said. 
 Although China had made steady progress in nuclear arms development in recent years, the government had 
no plans to drastically adjust its nuclear policy, the expert said.  
 Also recent commentaries in the official media here said China is stepping up preparedness for a possible 
military conflict with US after Trump election. 
 A commentary in the official website of People's Liberation Army's (PLA) said on January 20 the day Trump 
assumed Presidency that the chances of war have become "more real" amid a more complex security situation 
in Asia Pacific. 
 The commentary written by an official at the national defence mobilisation department in the Central Military 
Commission, China's overall military high command said the call for a US rebalancing of its strategy in Asia, 
military deployments in the East and South China Seas and the instillation of a missile defence system in 
South Korea were hot spots getting closer to ignition. 
 "A war within the President's term or wars breaking out tonight are not just slogans, they are becoming a 
practical reality," the commentary said. 
Recent images purporting to show China's Dongfeng-41 missile have surfaced on Chinese websites with 
reports suggesting that Beijing has deployed them in Heilongjiang province, which borders Russia. 
The missile, with a range of 14,000 km and a payload of 10-12 nuclear warheads, is considered one of the 
military's most powerful.         
Global Times, a state-run tabloid in a recent commentary said the deployment of the DF-41 was a "strategic 
deterrence tool" and Beijing would "ready itself for pressures imposed by the new US government".   
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